


We Salute All The 
Area Growers!

Complete Truck & Trailer 
Repair for ALL Makes!

It’s never 
too early to 
schedule 

your repairs 
so you’re 

ready for the 
next season!

Welcome New Ag Loan Officer

Aaron Granley
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Good Year  
to Be a Farmer

By Jaimee Green
For a Montana farmer, a 

lot depends on the weather. 

one area farmer, Mother 
-

-

-

farmlands were spared.
-

peas and safflowers. The 

other area farmers, had to 

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Dry land farmer Anton Borg.
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effort to keep the farm going 
for his aunt Marlene. “I really 
attribute the inspiration I had 
to starting my own farming 
operation to my aunt. She 
had a lot of opportunities to 
rent the land to someone 
else but instead she gave the 
opportunity to me,” Borg said.

He attributes the suc-
cess he has had with his op-
eration to his dad, his friends 
James Kelly, Ben Larsen and 
others who he said have all 
helped him along the way. “It 

my own. Their support is what 
has made me successful,” 
he said.

Combine being 
driven by Lars Borg, 

Big enough to serve you, small enough to know you.

216 S. Ellery Ave., Fairview   (406) 742-5203

W

 hen you need to borrow for 
l ivestock, machinery, operating 
expenses or real estate, come to us.
    We offer competitive loan rates & 
personal service. If we can be of help to 
you, give us a call or stop in & see us.

W    

Brent Torgerson
President

           e salute our beet growers, 
Sidney Sugars & all area producers on completion of another 

successful harvest!

Big enough to serve you, small en

We Salute The Sugarbeet 
Growers and ALL Our Farm & 

Ranch Customers During

HARVEST DAYS

Stop On By And Register To Win Prizes!

Harvest The Savings!

October 23rd 
through

October 29th

Apples

79¢
lb
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 Sugarbeet harvest 2013 should be completed by the end 
of this week according to Sidney Sugars agriculturalist Russ 
Fullmer. Before the heavy rains caused some delays, the crop 
was 80% harvested. “We broke records for weekly and daily 
tons with 1 day coming in at over 70,000 tons. The digging was 
good, the trucks were going, everything was clean and there 

-
pared to Western Sugar (in Billings). Some of those growers 

the way it came.” Sidney Sugars has been able to hold the 
harvest help during the breaks, although some of them have 

get away from the chilly temperatures,” he said with a chuckle.  
With each digging day, 4 or 5 more growers get done. 

Tonnage surpassed earlier estimates, coming in at an 
average of 27.2 tons per acre. However, no one is happy 

average in the industry.” 
Sugar prices are also down this fall with the lowest prices 

the industry has seen since the 80s. Various factors includ-
ing a huge crop last year, and excess sugar coming in from 
Mexico have contributed to the lower prices. “Next year might 

been a roller coaster.”
As always, Sidney Sugars spent the months between 

campaigns doing maintenance and capital improvements. 
A new, bigger beet elevator was installed to replace the old 
undersized one. “The old one had to work too hard. They 

involves improving the waste water treatment. Sidney Sugars 
is exploring different technology to better clean and treat all 

those will probably continue next summer. 
Sidney Sugars continues to remind everyone to drive 

defensively, be courteous, and get through the remainder of 
harvest safely.   

Sugarbeet Harvest Wrapping Up Soon

land near Sidney.

Digging beets for progress and not for sugar, crews 
work to expand city water south of Sidney.



Hurry!
Best Buy Program
Is On Now!

SUNRISE EQUIPMENT

We Have Some Sweet
Deals for You!

The New Class
Of World Class

Come Check Out The New
2014 Body Style Silverados & Sierras!
Closeout Prices On All Remaining 2013 Models–Up to $11,000 off*

Just 
Arrived!

2 New Body Style
Chevy Impalas!

| GMC SIERRA | CHEVY SILVERADO |

| CHEVY IMPALA |

Sidney Carburetor & ElectricSidney Carburetor & Electric
303 N. Central Ave. • Sidney, MT • 406-482-3302

Auto tune up
Automotive air conditioning
Alternator & starter repair

Small engine & diesel pump repair
Snapper snowblowers are here

We’re Proud to
Support the

SUGAR INDUSTRY

406-433-3400
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Join In The 
Harvest Festival 
Celebration...
Register to Win a $500  

Farm & Home Gift Certificate
Another harvest is very close to being completed and 

everyone is ready to celebrate. Join in our Harvest Festival 
Celebration this Wednesday, October 23, through Satuday, 
November 2, and salute the backbone of the MonDak region...
Agriculture. We appreciate area growers, Sidney Sugars In-
corporated, and anyone and everyone who has anything to 
do with providing the world with the basic commodity of food.

Check out all the artwork displayed in stores. Register at 
participating merchants to win a bag of Crystal Sugar and the 
grand prize of a $500 Farm & Home Supply gift card.

Enter or just sample the tasty treats at our Make It With 

merchants have some fantastic specials this week as well.
Please take some time to check out our special tribute to 

the agriculture industry. We would like to thank Sidney Sugars 
Incorporated, everyone who agreed to let us do stories about 
them, and our advertisers, without whom this section would 
not be possible.

We salute the entire farming community and congratulate 
you on another successful harvest.



Congratulations Area Farmers & Ranchers 
on another good harvest!
We appreciate your support!

Gas | Oil | Beer | Pop | Snacks

Major Credit Cards 
Welcome!

We are proud to support our 
local farmers & ranchers and 

appreciate their support!

Carry-Out 
Always 

Available!
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Sugar Beet 
Farmer Hangs His 
Hat Up After 41 
Wonderful Years

Robbie Stepan 
in one of his 



We appreciate our
Ag Community &
Thank You For
Your Support!

We appreciate our
Ag Community &
Thank You For
Your Support!

EST. 1972

KEG

We Value Our 
Farmers, Ranchers 

& All Our Loyal 
Customers...

...Thank You!

Open Tues-Fri at 4:30 pm
Sat & Sun at 2 pm

Mon-Kota, Inc.

Wed .....Oct 23rd ..... Calf Special Featuring Black Angus Influence ............................... 9am

Wed .....Oct 30th...... Calf Special Featuring Red Angus Influence ................................. 9am

Wed .....Nov 6th ....... Calf Special Featuring Black Angus Influence ............................... 9am

Wed .....Nov 13th ..... Calf Special Featuring All Natural Calves & All Class Cattle Sale ...9am

Sat .....Nov 16th ....Thanksgiving Stock Cow & Bred Heifer Special ................ 11am

Wed .....Nov 20th ..... Calf Special & All Class Catle Sale .............................................. 9am

Wed ...Nov 27th ...NO SALE - Happy Thanksgiving!

Wed .....Dec 4th ....... Calf Special & All Class Cattle Sale ............................................. 9am

Wed .....Dec 11th ..... Calf Special & All Class Cattle Sale ............................................. 9am

Sat .....Dec 14th ...Stock Cow & Bred Heifer Special ..................................... 11am

Wed .....Dec 18th ..... Calf Special & All Class Cattle Sale ............................................. 9am

Tim Larson
Manager

406-480-2666

Roger Nygaard
Fieldman

406-650-7410
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By Brenda Mehling
They say that farming 

is not just a job, but a way 
of life.  This has certainly 
been true for 3rd generation 
Fairview sugar beet farmer 
Robbie Stepan.  As Stepan 

farming, and experiences his 

expressed of retirement are 

bittersweet.
Stepan has always en-

joyed beet harvest and says 

However, Stepan has not 
been able to say that about 
every harvest and remem-
bers some very wet years, 
prolonging harvest.  “One 
year, on the 3rd of October, 

the area received about six 
inches of snowfall.  Farming 
has been a lifestyle and ca-
reer that Stepan feels very 
fortunate to have had, but he 

the associated stress.
Continued on next page.

Stepan on his tractor 
hooked to the beet digger.



Just North of McDonald’s • Sidney, MT
406-433-1659 or Toll Free • 1-866-433-1659

Call Larry today at....Ride on down for a
cup of coffee and see
our Kenwood line of

2-way radios!

Thank you Sidney
Sugars & growers
for your support of
local businesses!

Radio prices you
can’t refuse!

Take the guesswork out of 
your retirement plan.
Discover how our exclusive Confi dent Retirement® approach can help 
answer questions you may have about your retirement, like: When will 
I be able to retire? How do I make the most of the money 
I have? How can I leave a lasting legacy to my loved ones?
Call me today to get started.

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC. Confi dent Retirement is not a 
guarantee of future fi nancial results. © 2013 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Michael M Mohl, CRPC®
Associate Financial Advisor/Business Financial Advisor
Consilium Wealth Group
A private wealth advisory practice of
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
209 S Central Ave
Sidney, MT 59270
406.433.6752
michael.m.mohl@ampf.com
www.ameripriseadvisors.com/michael.m.mohl

XNLV99265

“Proudly serving our 98th year”

Fall Catalog is Here!
Register to win $1000 Shopping Spree!

Home Design Center Hardware Center
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Stepan always knew he 
wanted to be a farmer.  “Even 
when I was a kid, I knew I 
wanted to farm. If I could have 

quit school in the 4th grade to 
farm, I would have,” he said 
laughing.  Like many other 

enjoy school. Regardless, he 
graduated from Fairview High 
School in 1967; then enlisted 
in the Navy and served our 
country in the Vietnam War.

After serving four years, 
Stepan came home in 1972, 
bringing with him Anita, a 
beautiful lady that he had 
met in Seattle at a naval radio 
station after returning from 
Vietnam.  Anita and Robbie 
were wed shortly after and 
she became a natural farm 
wife.  Stepan followed his 

footsteps by farming sugar 
beets.  Some years later, 
Steppan and his wife started 
a family and raised their son 
and daughter on the farm.

Anita, passed away in the 
spring of 2012. He maintains 
that he feels very lucky to 
have had 40 years of won-
derful memories with her on 
the farm.   “She spoiled me 
rotten,” he said, remembering 

warm his feet when he came 
in from the cold during beet 
harvest and always welcom-
ing him with a hot meal.  

Stepan has seen many 
changes in farming since he 
began in 1972.  “Machinery 
wise, everything is three 
times bigger,” Stepan said. 
“I started out using a small 
tractor with no cab.” Now 

days, tractors have enormous 
horsepower, with air con-
ditioners, GPSs, and many 
other luxuries.  

Stepan also noted that 
“Input costs are so much 
higher and people are spend-
ing so much more.”  The cost 
of fuel, machinery, help, and 
other expenditures continue 
to rise.  However, the rising 
cost has also been met with 
good marketing prices, mak-
ing the higher expenditures 
worthwhile.

Farming takes faith and 
patience.  Stepan admits 
that he was lucky to get into 
farming in the early 70s when 
the commodity prices were 
good. However, prices later 
plummeted.  Stepan said, 
“In farming, it cycles and you 
just accept it.”  Some years 

others. As a result, there were 
several years Stepan took on 
a winter job to help pay for 
expenses.

Farming comes with a lot 
of hard work and long hours, 
not allowing Stepan much 
opportunity to travel over the 
years.  In retirement, he is 
looking forward to fulfilling 
his desire to travel.   Despite 

concludes,  “I feel like the 
luckiest person in the world.  
I served in the military, met 
my wife, was married for 40 
wonderful years, and raised 
two great kids, while farming.”  
That is certainly a career that 
anyone can hang their hat on.

Stepan with his wife, Anita, digging beets in 1972.

Digging beets in 1982.



DEALER NAME
Address
City, ST 12345
123-456-7890
domain.com

BE READY—WITH A PARTNER  
WHO’S INVESTED IN YOUR SUCCESS.
Only we have what it takes to protect your equipment investment after a long, hard season in 
the fields. Our certified technicians know your machines and your needs better than anyone—
and have the genuine Case IH parts your machine was made of and the expert service to 
maximize your performance in the fields. Take advantage of it all—plus unbeatable specials 
and financing—with our Red and Ready Inspect & Protect event.

Visit us for great financing offers and the genuine Case IH parts you need to be ready. 

*At participating dealers. For commercial use only – not intended for personal, family or household use. This offer applies to purchases of $1,000 or more of new 
genuine Case IH parts, CNH REMAN for Case IH and related services made using the CNH Capital Commercial Revolving Account (the “Account”) during a single 
visit to a participating Case IH dealership located in the United States or Canada, October 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013. If any payment when due is not 
made on other balances outstanding under the Account, the promotional terms may be terminated and the promotional balance will be subject to the applicable 
default rate prior to the expiration of the promotional period. Once the promotional period is terminated or expires, CNH Capital America LLC or CNH Capital Canada 
Ltd. standard terms and conditions will apply; minimum monthly payments will be required and finance charges will begin to accrue (in Canada at 18.9% per 
annum). Customer participation subject to credit qualification, available credit and good standing on all CNH Capital accounts. Not all customers may qualify for 
this rate or term. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice.

**6-month extended warranty available on genuine Case IH replacement parts with an existing 6 month warranty, for a total of 12 months of warranty 
protection. 6-month extended warranty eligible only on parts installed by an authorized Case IH dealer. Offer good October 1, 2013 through December 
31, 2013. Offer excludes CNH REMAN for Case IH parts. Program subject to change or cancellation without notice. See your local Case IH dealer for 
complete details and qualifications.

©2013 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. CNH, CNH Capital and Case IH are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC.

Don’t wait. Get special financing on genuine Case IH parts, CNH REMAN 
for Case IH and related service October 1 through December 31, 2013.

INTEREST
FOR 120 DAYS*NO

NO PAYMENTS

*At paAt*At pa ti irticiprticip tiatingating ddealers. For commercial use only – not intended for personal, famil
genuine Case IH parts CNH REMAN for Case IH and related services made using t

for Case IH and related service October 1 througgh December 31, 2013.

6EXTRA MONTHS
OF PARTS WARRANTY PROTECTION**

Protect your equipment with a special offer on an extended warranty 
from Case IH.

WEST PLAINS INC & BORDER PLAINS AG
ND:Beach, Bowman, Dickinson, Hettinger, Williston, Stan-
ley, MT: Glasgow
1-800-568-4197
www.westplains.com
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Left: Dani Berry, 4th grader at East Fairview Ele-
mentary, earned the top award in our Art Con-
test. Berry will receive her artwork back, nicely 
framed, along with an art kit. 

Below: Cole Wiidanen, a 4th grader at East Fairview Elemen-
tary, received third place and a McDonald’s gift certifi cate.

Right: Railyn Herbst, a 4th grader at Central 
Elementary, received second place and a 

McDonald’s gift certifi cate.

Harvest 
Festival 
Coloring 
Contest

Rory Cozzens, 4th grader at East Fairview Elementary, received honorable mention and a gift certifi cate 
from McDonald’s.



INTRODUCING
THE ALL NEW CVS Stripper Header

General Wheat Harvest: The use of a stripper header provides 
the average combine with 30% to 50% additional harvesting capacity.
The stripping action delivers just the grain and no straw to the combine 
which improves productivity and reduces losses.

Wheat Harvest/Double Crop Soybean Planting: A stripper 
header enables the farmer to harvest between 1 and 2 weeks earlier than 
normal at higher moisture (up to 35%) and then plant the new soybeans 
earlier into the stripped straw. Stripped straw provides a signifi cantly 
more favorable planting environment because the planter no longer has 
to penetrate a thick mat of chopped straw left by a conventional cutter bar 
header. Signifi cantly better seed to soil contact can be expected,which 
in turn leads to better germination.

Earlier cereal harvest  = 1) Better quality wheat 
2)Earlier double crop bean planting 3) Higher soybean yields 

Lodged and Weather Damaged Crops:
Because of the rearwards rotation of the 
stripping rotor it is able to pick hailed and 
lodged crops up off of the ground. Under such 
conditions straw intake is kept low and so 
both productivity and crop recovery are both 
signifi cantly improved.

Harvesting Grass Seed: Grass seed 
growers from all over the world have embraced 
the Shelbourne Header as far and away the 
most effi cient way of harvesting almost every 
variety of grass and fl ower. Because all of the 
stem and trash is left in the fi eld the combine 
no longer has to contend with trying fi rstly 
to thresh the seed and then separate it. With a stripper header all the 
combine does is put the seed into the grain tank. This all means higher 
yields, cleaner seed and more than 100% faster harvesting rates.

Dryland Wheat Residue/Moisture Management: Rather than 
leaving the fi eld shaven bare as with a conventional header a stripper 
header leaves standing residue. This standing straw has tremendous 
conservational value. Moisture conservation through snow trap and 
ground shading have come to mean the difference between a successful 
crop and a failure for many farmers. Standing straw provides an ideal 
no-till planting environment and is often utilized when in a wheat, corn, 
fallow rotation.

The Shelbourne Header has been developed to reduce the amount of straw taken into the combine and signifi cantly increase its capacity

Wade, Mike, Coel, Rob
Glasgow, MT

406-228-2496

Mike & Shad
Circle, MT

406-485-2145

DJ
Plentywood, MT
406-765-1531

Mike & Luke
Culbertson, MT
406-787-6201

CONTACT A SALES PROFESSIONAL AT ANY OF OUR FOUR LOCATIONS:

No-till corn in Wheat Straw

No-till beans in Wheat Straw

The Shelbourne Header has been developed to reduce the amount of straw being taken into the combine 
and signifi cantly increase its capacity.

At the heart of today’s header is the 24 inch diameter stripper rotor that 
contains 8 rows of stainless steel stripping fi ngers that run the full width of the 
header. The keyhole shaped area at the base of the fi ngers is critical to the 
stripping process.

www.richlandfcu.com

201 West Holly St. • Sidney, MT
(406) 482-2704

18 East 2nd St. • Culbertson, MT
(406) 787-5890

“Your” cooperative salutes area farmers,
ranchers, agribusinesses and ag

researchers during Harvest Festival. Your
efforts are the lifeblood of our communities.

We lend our
strength to
agriculture

• AGAGAGAGAG Operating Loans

• AGAGAGAGAG Machinery Loans

• AGAGAGAGAG Livestock Loans

• AGAGAGAGAG Real Estate Loans

See Nancy
today!

12 HARVEST EDITION, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2013

Sugarbeet Decorating 
Contest Winners

Baylee Schlothauer, age 

her “Race car”.

A record number of 
creatively decorated sugar 
beets made judging this 

challenge. Thank you to 
everyone who entered!

Special thanks go to 
Fairview Super Valu for 
hosting the event and pro-
viding great prizes, and to 
the Powder Keg for always 
being so generous.   

Honorable mentions 
go to Emma Bieber, age 
6, with her “Princess” beet; 
Jade Schlothauer, age 11, 

Fish”; Dani Berry age 9, 
with “American Superhe-
ro” and Britta Paulsen, 
age 7, with Princess 
BEETrice”.

Everything 
Roundup 

on the 
web.



Open 8 a.m.-2 a.m.
7 days a week

222 S. Central, Sidney
406-433-7222

Appetizers to FAppetizers to FAppetizers to FAppetizers to FAppetizers to Full Meals ull Meals ull Meals ull Meals ull Meals ••••• See Our New Menu See Our New Menu See Our New Menu See Our New Menu See Our New Menu

Earn Points
While You Play!

We appreciate our
Ag Community!

Complimentary Beverages
While You Play!

East-Mont Enterprises Inc.

Don’t be the house that 
gives out apples. Browse 

our HUGE selection of 
candy bars & penny candy

We’re open Mon-Thurs: 8-12, 1-5
Fri: 8-12, 1-4

Get Ready For Winter Driving!
Tires To Fit Any VehicleTires To

Get up to an $80 VISA Prepaid 
Rebate Card by mail when 

you purchase 4 qualifying new 
Cooper Tires!

you purchase a set of 4 select 
Goodyear or Dunlop Tires on 

the Goodyear Credit Card!

Thank You For Helping Our 
Community, Sidney Sugars!

“Your Full Line Collision Center”

We Salute the Sugar Growers!

623 N Central
Sidney, MT

406-488-7337

Call or Stop By For More Information

Connie Sturgis

Monday through Friday 
6 am - 5:30 pm
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Erin Shannon, age 11, earned second place with her “Porcupine”.



It's All About

Saying
Goodbye

We Salute
the sugar
industry
in the
MonDak area

Fulkerson Funeral Home
Sidney - 406-488-2805 • Watford City - 701-842-2490

Williston - 701-572-6329   • Tioga - 701-664-2122

www.fulkersons.com
Remembrances & condolences may be shared with family at

The Business That Feeds Richland County

Congratulations to all our area farmers  
on another successful harvest.

Richland County Commissioners
Duane Mitchell, Shane Gorder, Loren Young

Agriculture...

LLLLLoyal Oroyal Oroyal Oroyal Oroyal Order of Mooseder of Mooseder of Mooseder of Mooseder of Moose
Williston Lodge No. 239
101 W. 2nd St., Williston, ND  • 701-572-2342

We are proud of our sugarbeet producers
in the MonDak area.

They are a great asset to our community.

We Appreciate All The 
Area Farmers 
& Ranchers!

See Us For 
Clothing & 

Footwear

We appreciate all our farm & 
ranch friends & customers!

Congratulations on another
successful harvest!

14  HARVEST EDITION, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2013

Paul Hardy, age 10, won third place with his “Frankenstein”.



Why wait until it is

20° Below
to have your furnace serviced?

Call now to schedule
your fall furnace

service! Our service
technician can make

sure your heating
system is ready to

provide another
season of warmth!

We service
most makes and models.

406-488-4657

Heating • Refrigeration • Air Conditioning
Sales/ Service/ Installation
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Unlimited TALK
Unlimited TEXT
Shareable DATA 
on up to 10 Devices

Use your smartphone as a Hotspot at no extra charge

All your devices

ON ONE SIMPLE PLAN.
Get a Share Everything® Plan and connect up to 10 devices with a
single pool of data from ElectricLand Inc..

The Android that learns your voice

Verizon Jetpack®
4G LTE Mobile Hotspot
MiFi® 5510L

Moto X™

Share 4G LTE speed with up to 10 devices

$19999

$199.99 2-yr price with new 2-yr
activation.

FREE
$49.99 2-yr price - $50.00 mail-in
rebate debit card with new 2-yr
activation.

America's Largest 4G LTE Network.

120 East Main

101 Merrill St.

Activation/upgrade fee/line: Up to $35. IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Data Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee/line & $15/GB after allowance. Coverage, varying by svc, not available
everywhere; see vzw.com. Limited time offer. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 months.  4G LTE is available in more than 500 markets in the U. S. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. MiFi is a trademark of Novatel Wireless, Inc © 2013 Verizon
Wireless.
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Landon Tveit, age 5, won second with his “Wicked Witch”. Macy Tjelde, age 5, took third with her “Kitty Cat”.

Make 
It WIth 
Sugar 
Contest 
Friday, 
Oct. 25 
at IGA

Love to Bake? Love 
to Win Prizes? Enter your 
tastiest concoction in The 

Sugar Contest on Friday, 
October 25 at Reese & 

Categories this year 
include Cakes, Cookies, 
Pies, Candy, “Other” and 

-
sic requirement is that the 
recipe contain at least 1/2 

are always great, thanks 
to our generous Sidney 

Choice winner receives 

everyone receives a bag 

nickel and 
dimed for your 

online news 



We Salute Harvest 
Days For All Area 

Growers!
We welcome the opportunity to work 

with all aspects of the community for the 
benefit of everyone in Richland County

Lower Yellowstone REA

From the
fields to the
beet piles,
your rural
electric is
providing
economical
and efficient
power.

3200 W Holly
Sidney

406-488-1602www. lyrec.com

We salute Sidney
Sugars and
all the
growers
during
Harvest
Days.

We Salute AllArea Farmers& Ranchers

� Straight Talk
� Honest Service
� Fair Prices

Serving Farm &
Ranch Tire Needs
for over 60 Years

Western Tire Co.
1601 SOUTH CENTRAL • SIDNEY, MONTANA

433-3858 • Open 7-5:30 M-F & 7-Noon Sat.

•Brakes
•Mufflers
•Tailpipes
•Shocks
•Struts
•Alignments

We Also Do:

Tom Baxter
Manager

Mark Carlson
Alignment
Specialist

Kris Baxter
Office

Manager

Rob Bergerson
Tire Technician
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Happy Harvest Days!from all of us at

Celebrating 34 Years
Our large cardstock selection includes several beautiful fall colors,

perfect for scrapbooking and card-making

We salute all our growers for delivering
another sugarbeet crop this season.

Thanks to the growers and the entire MonDak area for your support!
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Cover Crops; 
Research 
Continues

By Jaimee Green
Cover crops have been 

around for a long time. Until 
recent years, no one gave 
them much thought. That is 
changing.

According to Ann Ron-
ning, Roosevelt County Ex-
tension Agent, the concept 
of cover crops dates back 
hundreds of years. “It really 
went by the wayside after 
WWII with the development 
of synthetic fertilizers and 
chemicals. Prior to the War, 
cover crops were used to 
help prevent soil erosion and 
to add fertility to the soil,” 
she said.

Today, researchers are 
looking at the potential ben-

solutions. In Northeast Mon-
tana, research is underway.

In a joint two-year project 
on cover crops between the 
Eastern Ag Research Center, 
Sidney, and MSU Northern 
Ag Research Center, hHavre, 
Mont, experts are gauging 

-
corporating cover crops into 
the family farm crop rotation 
during the time they would 
normally leave the land bare. 

The project is being 
funded through the Natural 
Resources Conservation 

Service.
“We are trying to deter-

mine which crops work best 
by combining varying cocktail 
blends of legumes, cereals, 
root crops and others to see 
which ones have the best po-
tential for aiding in soil health 
while increasing biomass,” 
said Dr. Darren Boss, Mon-
tana State University NARC 
Superintendant and Beef 
Specialist.  

The research is taking 
place near Havre using 16 
different cover crop mix-
tures of radish, oats, turnips, 
barley and legumes that 
encompass warm, cool and 
warm/cool blend species 
planted and terminated in 
three different ways. Some 
are terminated with chemi-
cal, some are swathed and 
baled for cattle and some 
are grazed with steers. This 
will help determine how the 
crops interact with the soil 

and winter wheat protein and 
test weights look after being 
planted directly behind the 
cover crop.

There is also additional 
research being conducted at 
the Froid Research Farm with 
the EARC, in Sidney.

The goal of cover crop-

ping is to avoid bare soil 
between cash crop plantings.

Cover crops are general-
ly grouped according to their 

groups of plants, grasses and 
legumes, account for most of 
the plant species used in lieu 
of fallow. But, there are other 
excellent crops that do not 
fall into these categories that 

to a farming system, including 
mustards, forage radishes 

So, what exactly are 
the best cover crop mix-
tures for farmers in Northeast 
Montana looking for ground 

still debatable. The truth is, 
while some experts have 
some ideas about what crops 
handle the dry, arid conditions 
best, the research behind it 
is still underway. Yet, crops 
that predominately do well in 
the area that require shorter 
growing periods or are more 
acclimated to the harsher 
conditions such as peas, len-
tils, millet, turnips, radishes, 

be some good cover crop 
choices.

Boss said that while 
most farmers in the Golden 

Continued on page 20.
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Triangle still rotate their crops 
with fallow, some are beginning 

of cover crops for grazing and 
haying as well as improving the 
health of the soil by increasing 
organic matter. In Northeast 
Montana, very few farmers are 
experimenting with cover crops.

When determining what to 
plant as a cover crop, experts 
say a mixture is best because 
each species does something 
different to the soil. Legumes 

broadleaves will add nitrogen 
as they decompose, turnips 
and radishes will break up the 
soil adding air and organic mat-
ter.  Cereals can break disease 
cycles and root crops can also 

penetration.
Successful use of cover 

such as reducing the impact of 
wind and water passing over the 
soil surface to reduce erosion. 
It can improve the condition of 
the soil and suppress weeds be-
cause it competes for light, water 
and nutrients. It can also provide 
a diverse cropping system that 

creates habitat for animals 

-
paction, enhanced aesthetics 
and potential for animal feed 
production. Improved soil, 
over time, may improve crop 
yields, leaving the farmer with 

“When selecting a cover 
crop mixture it should in-
clude warm season grasses, 
cool season grasses, warm 
season broadleaves, cool 
season broadleaves and le-
gumes,” Ronning said.

Obviously, no one cov-
er crop is going to accom-
plish all of those goals, or 

up to farmers to study the 

decide what they want to 
accomplish because each of 

requires a different seeding 
program. Next, they need 

time, the specific type of 
cover crop, and the spe-
cific harvest method and 
time to end the cover crop. 
Farmers also should consid-
er the challenges of cover 
crops, expense and the extra 

There are some chal-
lenges to replacing fallow 
with cover crops. First, there 
is a lack of moisture in the 
growing season especially 
late in the season. Secondly, 
if the cover crop is planted fol-
lowing another crop, there is 
a shortened growing season 
ahead of cold temperatures.

“After all of this research 

this area. In the past two 
years since that this research 
began, this area has experi-
enced unique weather condi-
tions that may be attributable 
to cover crops success,” 
Boss said. 

On average this area 
receives 12 to 14 inches of 
precipitation a year.

 “The moral of the story is 
that after all of this research, 
whether or not cover crops 

will boil down to water use 
and deep soil moisture. It is 
always easier to take fertilizer 
and soil to plants than it is 
water,” Boss said.  

The cover crop study test plot near the EARC building in Sidney.

Continued from page 18.


