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"The pivot should pay for itself fairly quickly."
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No subs needed.”

3105 - 2nd St. W
Williston, ND 58801

701-572-0767

1775 S. Central Ave.
Sidney, MT 59270

406-488-8066

2106 S. Haynes Ave.
Miles City, MT 59301

406-234-2309

PRSRT STD
U.S.

POSTAGE
PAID

The Roundup

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

Farm & Ranch
Monthly Magazine

Published monthly by The Roundup
PO Box 1207 • Sidney, MT 59270 • 1-800-749-3306

April 2014 
Edition

Where Does The 
Pallid Sturgeon Go?

See page 10



2 Ag Roundup April 2014 Ag Roundup April 2014 39

FESTIVAL 
VENDORS 
NEEDED 

Watford City, North Dakota 
Centennial Festival 

Friday, June 27  & Saturday, June 28 

Looking for Art, Craft & 
Commercial Vendors! 

For a Vendor Application, go to 
www.watfordcitycentennial.com  

or call Amanda Kieson at 701-842-1212 
whippinstitch@yahoo.com 

Two Day 
Registration 

Fee $55 

Serving Farm & Ranch Tire Needs for over 60 Years

•On-The-Farm & In-The-Field Tire Service
•Quality Firestone Tractor and Implement Tires

Western Tire Co.
1601 SOUTH CENTRAL • SIDNEY, MONTANA

433-3858 • Open 7-5:30 M-F & 7-Noon Sat.

�Straight
   Talk
�Honest
   Service
�Fair
   Prices

We're
ready
to
serve
you!

Western Tire Co.
AFTER HOURS CALL FORWARDING TO SERVICE REP

Montana Hail Board Raises 
Coverage and Premiums

Authorizes Department to Negotiate for Reinsurance
On Monday, the Montana Hail Board voted to expand 

coverage, including a slight increase in premiums on hail 
insurance.  

House Bill 189, the board voted unanimously to increase 
per-acreage coverage on non-irrigated land from $50 to $75 
and on irrigated land from $76 to $114 or a 50% increase 
in coverage.   

the legislature granted the board authority last session.  The

pass the motion,” said Board Chair Gary Gollehon.    

1,046 losses totaling more than $14 million from 2013 hail 

at premiums and reserves every 
year to ensure that farmers have 

-

still maintaining some reserves
and expanding coverage,” said 
Ron de Yong, Director, Montana 
Department of Agriculture. 

The board also authorized 
the department to negotiate for 
reinsurance to protect farmers if 
Montana has another extreme 
hail year.  

The Montana state hail in-

to provide basic hail insurance

the state and is self-supporting. 

Commissioner of Insurance Mon-
ica Lindeen, Agriculture Depart-
ment Director Ron de Yong, Chair 
Gary Gollehon, and producers Tru-

A reserve fund is maintained to
provide security for the programs 

For more information about 
state hail insurance, contact the
Montana Department of Agricul-

2402.
The Montana Department of 

producers and consumers, and to 
enhance and develop agriculture 
and allied industries.  For more 
information on the Montana De-

agr.mt.gov.  

The Ag Roundup is a monthly Farm & Ranch Magazine. It is 
delivered to over 10,000 farm & ranch families in Western North
Dakota and Eastern Montana. The advertising and news deadline
for the May 2014 issue is April 29.
Subscription Rate: $15 per year.

Mailing Address:
The Roundup
P.O.Box 1207
Sidney, MT

Located at 111 West Main in Sidney

Telephone:
406-433-3306 or
1-800-749-3306
Fax:
406-433-4114
e-mail:
info@roundupweb.com
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GET READY FOR SPRING PLANTING!

SUNRISE EQUIPMENT
2900 W. Holly, Sidney • 406-488-3112 • 1-800-967-3597• www.sunriseequipment.biz

AUGER  &  GRAIN  VAC  SALE !

Trust Brandt for 

industry-leading 

augers that just 

won’t stop!

2007 JD 8430, Powershift, MFWD, 3pt hitch w/ quick hitch, 5 hyd’s, PTO, 
380/96R50 duals, front duals ................................................$185,000

2000 JD 5510 (75 PTO HP) sync shuttle trany, MFWD, 3pt hitch, 18.4x30 
singles ...................................................................................$21,500

2012 JD 7130 (110 HP), 16 speed powerquad trany, MFWD, 3pt hitch, 3 
hyds, dual PTO, 18.4x38 singles, factory warranty, low hours. NEW JD 
H360 loader, 8’ bucket, grapple, mech joystick ...................$118,900

2003 JD 7320 (105 PTO HP), 3pt hitch, 3 hyd’s, dual PTO, 18.4 x 38 
singles, 741 loader, 8’ bucket, grapple and joystick ............$69,500

2008 JD 7330 (125 PTO HP) IVT trany, MFWD, 3 pt hitch, 3 hyraulics, dual PTO, 
18.4X38 singles, JD 741 SL loader, 8’ bucket, grapple, joystick.....$109,500

1) 2012 JD S660 combines, 520/85r38 duals, Contour master, low low 
hours .....................................................................................CALL

2012 JD S660 combine,520/85r38 duals, contour master, 630R platform 
pickup reel ............................................................................CALL

2006 JD 9660 STS, 520/85r38 duals .........................................CALL
2000 JD 9750 STS, 30.5x32 duals, chopper ..............................CALL
2002 JD 9650 STS, 800/65X32 Singles, Chopper, Grain Tank Ext .....CALL
1990 JD 9600, 30.5x32 singles, chopper, chaff spreader ...CALL
1989 JD 9600 with chopper, 30.5x32 duals, 960 McDon draper 

header ............................................................................CALL
2013 JD 635FD, draper platform with HHS in rigid ...................CALL
2013 640 FD, draper platform, no HHS in rigid ..........................CALL
2012 635 FD draper platform, no HHS .......................................CALL
2010 JD 630R platform, pickup reel..........................................CALL
(2) 2004 JD 635F Flex platform, 35’ ..........................................CALL
1998 JD 930 platform with pickup reel .....................................CALL
2009 Case IH 2010 Rigid Platform, Bat Reel, Less than 100 Hours ......$20,OOO
1997 Macdon 960D platform .....................................................CALL

1995 JD 8970 (400 eng HP), powershift trany, 4 hyds, 520/ 85R42 
duals .................................................................................. $69,500

JD 610/787 air hoe drill, 40’, 230 bu.........................................$45,000
2001 JD 1900/1820 air hoe drill, 53’ and 270 bu ......................$62,500
Flexicoil 5000/2320 Air Hoe Drill, 57’,7.2” Spacing (lot 

F625) ................................................................... $42,500
JD 787/730 Air Disk Drill, 36’, 6” spacing, 170 bushel tank .....$16,500
(2) JD 9350 disk drills, 8’ units, fertilizer, hitch .......................$4,750
(3) JD 9350 disc drills, 10’ units, 6” spacing, fertilizer, JD transport 

hitch .................................................................................... $11,500

JD480B forklift, gas, 28’ mast, side shift, fresh overhaul .........$8,950
2012 JD XUV 825i gator, camo, only 54 miles ..........................$16,000
2009 Brandt 10x60 Swing away auger ......................................$11,500
Nile 3pt ditcher ..........................................................................$3,950
Diamond 72” & 62” mowers ......................................................$2,500

USED MFWD & 2WD TRACTORS

USED COMBINES

LOADER TRACTORS

SEEDING EQUIPMENT

USED MISCELLANEOUS

USED 4WD DRIVE TRACTORS

Low Rate 
Financing
Available OAC

By Kris Ringwall, Beef Specialist
NDSU Extension Service

Generally, facts do not change and the application 
of facts to life determines success. In other words, life is 
more than luck.

One needs to plan, implement, evaluate and replan 
to stay in touch. That was the essence of the integrated 
resource management program that was very successful 

and the cooperative efforts of the land-grant universities 
across the U.S.

data collection and evaluation followed by appropriate 
managerial adjustments. Integrated resource management 

of cattle operations through effective resource manage-
ment” as noted on the cover of the IRM pocket reference 
that was published in 2001 and sponsored by the National 

concepts do not, thus the facts. The IRM pocket reference 
was a good source of information for the beef producer. 

-
ual has several good points regarding rebreeding cows.

Cow condition is the primary indicator of the success 

paging through the IRM pocket reference, successfully 
breeding a set of cows that have a condition score of 3 or 
lower is not going to happen. Condition score 3 or lower 
cows are cows that have little to no fat cover, with promi-
nent backbone, hips and ribs evident and, in the extreme 
case, are emaciated.

These cows are not candidates for rebreeding and, if 
prominent within a herd, there needs to be a serious dis-
cussion with those who can offer some help. Poor nutrition 
and subsequent health issues would more than likely be 
the foundation of the problem and immediate action must 
be taken to correct the problems.

However, those herds are not the point of this dis-

extremely thin to fat as the cows add condition, the cows 
will advance from those borderline condition score 4 cows 
to a condition score of 5 or 6. Moderately conditioned cows 
(condition score 5 or 6) do not have obviously visible ribs, 
the backbone and hips are smoother and there is no ob-
vious visual evidence of individual bones.

alert and content. These are cows that should be present

of cattle producers to match cow type to the production 
environment.

evaluation of body condition and the analysis of the cost 
of feed to maintain the desired body condition are critical 

body condition scores of 5 or 6, will assure good pregnancy 
rates. The IRM pocket reference indicates that pregnancy 
rates for body condition score 5 cows should be around 86
percent and 93 percent for body condition score 6 cows.

-
-

the current benchmark is 93.6 percent.
The implication would be that the average cow within 

those herds would have a body condition score of 6. The

fact, there would not be a positive return on the feed bill if
the cows are overfed.

Just like in any life form, obesity carries additional 
health risks and should be avoided. That does bring a good 
point and leads a producer to the question and the focus of 
the IRM program as stated earlier, which says “dedicated 

through effective resource management.”

present within the cattle operation optimal in regard to 

still remains for many beef operations because additional 
managerial resources dedicated to proper data collection 

of the operation are needed.

-

should raise an eyebrow.
However, the economic question often remains open.

For more information, contact Ringwall at 1041 State 

BeefTalk: Do the Cows  
Fit the Operation?

Are the dedicated resources and activities that are present within the cattle 
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1321 W. Dakota 
Parkway
Williston, ND
701-572-7711
1-800-735-4940

To make an appointment with any of these 
specialists call 701-572-7711.

Re-Inventing

Health

3 - Dr. Mark Noel
  - Audiology Services

4 - Dr. Ravindra Joshi
  - Orthopedist

8 - Dr. Erdal Diri
  - Rheumatologist

10 - Dr. Emad Dodin
  - Interventional Cardiology

14 - Dr. Aaron Albers
  - Podiatrist

17 - Dr. Mark Noel
  - Audiology Services

22 - Dr. Erdal Diri
  - Rheumatologist

24 -Dr. Robert Percell
  - Pacemaker Check

Visiting 
Physicians

• April 2014 •

3104 164th Ave SE Harwood, ND 58042

Andrew Smith TODAY!

(701) 872-3248

Corn & Soybean 
Seed Specifically 
Selected for the 

Northern Grower

Get Your Equipment
Ready For Spring With

Shell Lubricants

To protect your equipment and your livelihood, rely on premium
Shell oils and fluids: ROTELLA® T Multigrade Motor Oils, SPIRAX®
HD Gear Oils, RETINAX® WR2 Greases, DONAX® TD Transmission
Fluids and SHELLZONE® All-Season Antifreeze. So you can stay
out of the shop and in the fields.

Sidney, Montana • 901 3rd St. NE • On The Truck By-Pass • 406-433-4376

Cross Petroleum
24 Hour Self Serve Pumps • Most Major Credit Cards As Well As Our Local Card Accepted.

WSC 4th Annual Carcass 
Challenge is Underway

By Tie Shank
th Annual Carcass Chal-

lenge is underway at the Hovde Feedlot near Arnegard, ND.  
The following livestock producers have donated calves to 
the program this year.  

Aaron & Shelby Jacobson of Noonan, ND

Bradley Rosenquist of Columbus, ND
Jonathan Enget of Stanley, ND
Helen Glasoe of Wildrose, ND
Mark & Shelley Ellis of Williston, ND
Curt & Nancy of Severson of Cartwright, ND
Brent Svangstu of Noonan, ND
Chuck Hanson of Noonan, ND
Gerald Rosenquist of Columbus, ND
Galen Rosenquist of McGregor, ND
Dennis Jacobson of Wildrose, ND
Dave & Kristi Clark of Froid, MT
Shane Clark of Froid, MT
“The Williston State College Agriculture Program and I 

are so appreciative of all the support from these producers 
and of the producers who have donated in previous years,” 
stated Agriculture Program Coordinator Kim Murphy.  

“Not only do these calves raise money for the Agricul-
ture Ambassador program, but they also serve as a learning 
tool for the agriculture classes,” commented Murphy. “The 

students go out to the feedlot to learn about how they are 
processed, fed and handled.  They feed them the same 
rations, weigh and process them monthly and then study 
the data to determine the average daily gain of each calf.”

When the calves are ready to be processed, they are
taken to Prairie Packing in Williston and sold as quarters, 
halves or wholes. Awards are then given out to the produc-
ers who donated the calf with the highest daily gain and 
the calf with the best carcass data (determined by which 
one would sell highest on the grid).  

The Carcass Challenge was put in place to raise funds 
to start the Agriculture Ambassador Program at WSC.  The
Agriculture Ambassador Program is made up of students 
who have an interest in agriculture and are willing and able 
to advocate for agriculture as an industry.  The students
visit local classrooms and organizations and teach them 
the importance of agriculture. Agriculture Ambassadors are 
also available for recruiting opportunities.

Murphy states, “The Carcass Challenge has been a 
very successful program and has allowed the Agriculture 
Ambassadors an opportunity to get up and running!”

-
lenge, the Agriculture Ambassador Program or about
making a donation to support the program, please contact 

State, National Park Service to 
Develop New Bison Management Plan

Submitted by Steve Merritt
Montana Department of Livestock

The National Park Service (NPS) and the State of Mon-
tana (State) have agreed to prepare a joint Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) to consider possible changes 
for managing wild Yellowstone bison and the non-native 
disease brucellosis.

The process will allow the NPS and the State to ac-
count for substantial new information and changed circum-
stances since the implementation of the Interagency Bison 

in the creation of a plan to replace the IBMP.
The NPS and the State will be working within the 

guidelines of both the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) 
in preparing the EIS. 

A notice will be published in the Federal Register later 
this year announcing the start of public scoping, which is 
an opportunity early in the planning and EIS process for
the public, organizations, and other agencies to suggest 
issues and alternatives that should be considered by the 
NPS and the State. 

The purpose of management is to conserve a viable 
wild population of Yellowstone bison while continuing to 
reduce the risk of brucellosis transmission to cattle, damage 
to property, and threats to human safety. 

The NPS and the State will continue to implement the 
current IBMP with agreed upon adaptive management
changes until new Federal and State Records of Decision 
are signed at the conclusion of this environmental planning
and review process.
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CNH America LLC. CNH Capital is a trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT
Sidney, MT • 2429 W. Holly • 406-488-4400 

1-800-624-6540 • Visit our web site at tri-cnty.com

USED TRACTORS
1979 JD 4840, 3 pt, PTO ................................................$22,500
2008 CaseIH 435 Steiger, 710 duals, full auto guidance, HID 
lights, luxury cab, 1987hrs ...........................................$210,000

1982 JD 4440, 3pt, 3 remote, quad range, new paint, duals, 
11631hrs .......................................................................$25,000

2005 CaseIH MX255, MFD, 3pt, 3638hrs, 480/80R42 Duals w/
CaseIH LX780 loader & grapple ...................................$108,000

Bobcat T190 track loader, cab, auxilary hydraulics, 2002hrs ... $22,000
IH Hydro 70, gas engine, new tires, dual loader, grapple .............$10,000
2004 Case IH MX255, 4200 Hrs, 0 Hrs on new engine, 3pt. ..$110,000
2009 Case IH Maximum 110, loader, grapple, MFD ... Just Traded!

USED MISCELLANEOUS
2009 Rem 3700 Grain Vac, good condition, 120 hrs. ......$23,000
Farmhand 25’ mulcher ....................................................$11,500
(2) John Deere 2700 disc grippers, 7 shank ........... $22,000 each

USED SEEDING & SPRAYING
Concord 4710 Drill, 3000 tow behind cart, hydraulic drive ....$30,000
2005 Brandt 2SB4000, suspended boom, 90’, 1500 gal. tank ......$25,000
2005 CaseIH SPX 4410 self propelled sprayer, 1200 gal., 90’ 
booms, Raven Auto Trac, 5700 Hrs, consigned ..............$95,000

Summers 2pt sprayer, 88’ booms, 500 gal tank, Dickey John 
monitor ...........................................................................$6,500

Monosem 6 row, 24” planter ............................................... CALL

USED HARVEST EQUIPMENT
2005 CaseIH 2388, 1267R/1506E hrs., chopper, yield & 
moisture monitor, very good cond. ...................................... CALL
w/ 2005 2042 35’ draper head ............................................ CALL

USED HAYING EQUIPMENT
JD 4895 Windrower, 1641 Hrs, 18' dual knife loader ... Just Traded
2007 Case IH WDX 1203 Windrower w/18' header, 600hrs ... Just Traded
2008 CaseIH RB564 round baler, 8700 bales, mesh wrap, 
wide pickup, endless belts, hydraulic pickup lift, central lube .... $29,900
2006 RBX563 Round Baler, wide pickup, mesh wrap, 
endless belts, 8,000 bales, good cond. ...........................$26,000
CIH RBX 563 baler, mesh, wide pickup............................$25,000
1990 Hesston 560 Round Baler .........................................$5,500
2011 Haybuster 2650, hydraulic chute lift, big tires, very good 
condition .......................................................................$16,000

2008 Vermeer Processor, BP8000 ..................................$10,500
2003 CaseIH RBX562, MeshWrap, Like New ...................$24,500
1999 CaseIH RS561 .......................................................$12,500
1995 CaseIH 8465 ............................................................$8,995
1994 CaseIH 8480 Softcore ..............................................$6,995

USED MOWERS
Artsway Belly Mower, 6’, mounts for a Farmall C ......... Consigned 
Grasshopper 618, 52” Deck, Bagger ................................$4,500

Dixie Chopper LT 2500, 50” Deck .....................................$5,500

Case IH WD1203 Windrower CaseIH 8230 
Combine

Farmall 110A w/loader

SOLD!

Skidsteers, Snow 
Buckets, Snow Blowers

Precision Spray 100 & 160

Steiger 550 Quad NEW Thunder Creek Fuel Trailer
750 Gal & 990 Gal

By Tim Petry, Livestock Marketing Economist
NDSU Extension Service

North Dakota beef cow numbers increased for the 
second straight year, but U.S. numbers continued an 
eight-year decline.

-
tural Statistics Service (NASS) released the much-antici-
pated “Cattle” report on Jan. 31. The report documented 
numbers for all classes of cattle on U.S. farms and ranches 
as of Jan. 1. It was anxiously awaited because the July 
2013 “Cattle” report was not issued by NASS due to budget 
reductions. The good news is that NASS has indicated it 
will reinstate the July 2014 “Cattle” report.

expected: another decline in the U.S. cattle herd. The 
inventory of all cattle and calves was 87.7 million head, 
down 1.8 percent from one year ago and the smallest total 
U.S. cattle herd since 1951. However, it should be noted 
that beef production totaled 25.7 billion pounds in 2013, 
compared with just 8.6 billion in 1951. The nearly 26 billion 
pounds in 2013 is just less than the record 27 billion pounds 
produced in 2002, so the beef industry produces much 
more beef with the same number of cattle that existed in 
the 1950s.

The makeup of the U.S. cow herd is much different 
today than it was 1951. In 1951, there were 18.5 million 
beef cows and 23.6 million milk cows for a total of just 
more than 42 million cows. In 2014, there are more than 29 
million beef cows and 9.2 million milk cows for a total 38.25 
million head. The dairy industry also has gotten much more 

milk produced, compared with 201 billion pounds in 2013.
The U.S. beef cow herd declined to 255,000 head on 

Jan. 1, 2014, which is just 0.9 percent below the previous 
year. Contrast that to the 3 percent decline reported on 
Jan. 1, 2013, and a more than 2 percent decline in 2012, 
when a severe drought in the southern Plains expanded 
into much of the U.S. cattle-producing area.

half of 2013 because drought conditions in many areas 
improved and feed costs moderated, so herd rebuilding, 
or restocking may be a better word, began in areas where 
grazing conditions allowed for it.

While U.S. beef cow numbers declined, beef cows in 
North Dakota increased to 943,000, which is up by 21,000 
head as of Jan. 1, 2014. This was the second year of in-
creasing beef cow numbers in the state. Beef cow numbers 
went up 60,000 head as of Jan. 1, 2013, compared with the 
previous year. U.S. beef cow numbers fell 862,000 during 

that same time because of the severe drought conditions in
the southern Plains. The 943,000 head in North Dakota in 
2014 is the highest since 2005, when there were 947,000 
beef cows.

Also interesting is that, on Jan. 1, 2013, beef cow 

increased. However, by 2014, all neighboring states lost 

regional trend.
North Dakota ranked ninth in U.S. beef cow numbers 

as of Jan. 1, 2014. This is up from 13th place in 2010.
In the top 10 beef cow states, cow numbers increased 

in four states and declined in six states. The largest de-
crease in cow numbers occurred in Texas, which is the
top beef cow state, because it suffered several years of 
drought. Texas lost 105,000 beef cows. That, coupled with 
losses of 550,000 and 460,000 cows in the previous two 
years, means that beef cow numbers in Texas fell by more
than 1 million head. Beef cow numbers went from 5.03 mil-
lion in 2011 down to 3.91 million in 2014. No. 4 Nebraska 

severe October blizzard) declined by 53,000 head, No.
6 Montana lost 30,000 cows, eighth-place Kentucky lost 
16,000, and No. 10 Iowa declined by 40,000 head.

The largest increase in beef cows occurred in sev-
enth-place Kansas, with an additional 86,000 head. In-
creases also were recorded in No. 2 Missouri with 63,000 
head, third-place Oklahoma at 51,000, and No. 9 North
Dakota with 21,000 head.

The number of heifers kept for U.S. beef cow replace-
ment, at just under 5.5 million head, was up 90,200 head or 
1.7 percent. This was the third straight year of increasing
beef cow replacements and the highest number since 2009.

The 2013 U.S. calf crop was estimated at 33.9 million 
head, which is down 1 percent from 2012. The smaller 
calf crop, along with increased heifer retention and fewer 
feeder cattle imports, resulted in a 2.7 percent decrease 
in feeder cattle outside of feedlots on Jan. 1.

Lower inventories are supporting record high cattle 
prices that may encourage herd rebuilding. However, 
Mother Nature is in charge of the moisture conditions 
necessary for that to happen. It is very dry in much of the
southwestern part of the U.S. California is experiencing a 
record- breaking drought despite recent rainfall.

Much of the rest of the cattle-producing regions, in-
cluding the southwestern part of North Dakota, is less than
a year removed from drought conditions, so ample spring 
and summer rainfall will be necessary for the U.S. beef
herd to increase by January 2015.

Market Advisor:

N.D. Bucks U.S. Trend  
of Declining Beef Cows
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Federal Direct Tax 
Montana

Personal, Business and Agricultural 
Accounting and Taxes

New to the area, Montana raised,
years of experience!

Walk-Ins Welcome For Tax Preparation
or call for appointment

www.federaldirecttaxmontana.com

For All 
Your
Heavy 
Truck
& Trailer Parts & Service

ALLSTATE PETERBILT
13579 58th St. NW • Williston, ND
Just North of the New Love’s Truck Stop
701-774-0225 • 1-888-894-3511
Mon-Fri: 7am - 7pm • Sat: 8am - 3pm

Agriculture, Oilfield & MORE

Williston, ND • 701.572.8354 | 866.572.8354

Zahl, ND
701.694.4111

Wildrose, ND
701.539.2272

Culbertson, MT
406.787.6606

Fairview, MT
701.844.5775

Savage, MT
406.776.2489

www.horizonresources.coop

The Montana Department of Agriculture announced 
that funding is available and applications will be accepted 
to enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops. After 
receiving funding from the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), the state will disburse $305,000 to 
successful applicants through a competitive grant process.  

Specialty crops are fruits and vegetables, culinary 
and medicinal herbs, dried fruits, horticultural, and nursery 

-
sively cultivated and used by people for food, medicinal 

crops is available, along with a companion list of ineligible 
commodities, on the USDA website.

Proposed projects must enhance the competitiveness 
of U.S. grown specialty crops in either domestic or foreign 

research, promotion, marketing, nutrition, trade enhance-
ment, food safety, plant health, education, “buy local” 
programs, conservation, or product development.  

Other areas of particular interest to the department 
include nutritional improvements, especially for children, 

systems, development of good agricultural practices, pest 
and disease control, and development of organic and sus-
tainable production practices. See a complete description 
of eligible and previously-funded projects at agr.mt.gov/agr/

Funding is available to interested state and/or local 
organizations, academia, producer associations, commu-
nity based organizations, specialty crop stakeholders, and
local, state, and federal government entities.  

Grant proposals are due to the Montana Department 
of Agriculture by close of business on May 21, 2014. For
more information, eligibility guidelines, and resources, visit 
agr.mt.gov/agr/Producer/GrantsLoans/SCBG or contact 
Angelyn DeYoung, Specialty Crop Block Grant Program 
Manager, at (406) 444-2402.

Projects will be evaluated by the department and a 
technical review committee. Approved proposals will be 
forwarded to the USDA. Successful applicants will be 

is to protect producers and consumers, and to enhance 
and develop agriculture and allied industries. For more
information on the Montana Department of Agriculture,
visit www.agr.mt.gov. 

State’s First Rabies Case Serves 
As Good Vaccination Reminder

Specialty Crop Funding Available, MT Dept. 
of Ag is Accepting Grant Applications

Submitted by Steve Merritt
 

week for Big Horn County, should serve as a good reminder 
for pet owners to review vaccination records for their dogs, 
cats and ferrets.

get it taken care of now.”
Based on statistics from the past three years, rabies 

generally makes an appearance in early spring, then the 
number of reported cases increases until a peak in late 
summer.

in the summer when the potential for pet/wildlife interac-
tions is highest,” Szymanski said.  “The number of reported 
cases peaks in July, August and September, when we have 

of year (see attached chart of rabies cases by month).”

outdoors with your pets, or if your pets spend any time
-

save you from having to make tough decisions regarding 
your pet, as non-vaccinated animals or those past due for 
vaccination must either be euthanized or placed under a 

-
pected rabid animal. 
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Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack Announces Increased
Opportunity for Producers as part of New Farm Bill 

MSU Extension Posts Video On Mixed Cover Crops
Agriculture experts with Montana State University have 

released a short video about mixed species cover crops po-

research. 
Producers are increasingly planting cover crops to im-

prove soil quality, help manage weeds or pests and provide 
livestock forage. Replacing summer fallow with a cover crop 
can decrease saline seeps, nitrate leaching and erosion, while 
increasing soil organic matter and microbial activity. 

“Until recently, the focus of cover crop research has 
been on single species legume cover crops as a soil building 
tool,” said Perry Miller, professor in the Department of Land 
Resources and Environmental Sciences. 

By seeding annual legumes, such as pea or lentil early in 

wheat yield and protein the following year can be comparable 
to following summer fallow.

Legume cover crops are known to provide nitrogen. 

may increase soil organic matter at a greater rate. Tap-rooted 

see if they can help reduce compaction, while brassicas such 
as canola and radish provide ground cover to reduce weed 
establishment and evaporation. 

certain functions better than others,” said Clain Jones, Exten-
sion soil fertility specialist at MSU. 

“A cover crop mix might also stimulate soil biological 

enough into the project to know this,” said Susan Tallman, a 
graduate student and researcher on this project. 

This study, funded by USDA Western Sustainable Agri-
culture Research and Education, is focused on growers in the
golden triangle as an area with high potential for use of cover 
crops to reduce fallow. Growers have expressed interest in 
using cover crops to increase soil organic matter to improve 
water holding capacity, nutrient availability and other potential

not work well for our production systems and whether mixed 

legume monocultures,” said Jones. 
A potential disadvantage of cover crops is that in the

short term they may use precious stored soil water, possibly 

If you are interested in using cover crops, contact Jones,
your local Extension agent, or your local Natural Resources 

with a list of cover crops that will grow in a given region, as 

The 7-minute video is posted on YouTube at http://youtu.
be/JWMT-uXyWZM. More information on cover crops and this 

http://landresources.
montana.edu/soilfertility/ under “cover crops.” 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced 
increased opportunity for producers as a result of the 2014 

the rural economy. These improvements to our Farm Loan 
Programs will help a new generation begin farming and grow 

announcement represents just one part of a series of invest-
ments the new Farm Bill makes in the next generation of ag-
riculture, which is critical to economic growth in communities 
across the country.”

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands 
of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue operations, 

loan limits, and emphasizing beginning and socially disad-
vantaged producers.   

Changes that will take effect immediately include:
Elimination of loan term limits for guaranteed operating 

loans.

the median farm size. 
-

ship Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular Direct Farm 

Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm

Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth

Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent 
borrowers from obtaining additional loans from the federal 
government.

Increase of the guarantee amount on Conservation Loans 
-

taged borrowers and beginning farmers.
Microloans will not count toward loan term limits for vet-

erans and beginning farmers.

the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA Farm Bill website 
for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs.
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Wheat Stem Sawfly Devastations Lead  
To Another International Conference at MSU

Submitted by MSU News Service

-

-

-

-

-

Montana Nutrition Conference, 
Livestock Forum set for  
April 22, 23 at Bozeman

MSU News Service
Submitted by Rachel Endecott 

Montana Nutrition Conference and Livestock Forum in 
Bozeman.

The conference will begin the afternoon of Tuesday, 
April 22, and run through the morning of Wednesday, April 
23, at the GranTree Inn, 1325 N. 7th Avenue.

Speakers will cover a wide variety of topics, including 
water quality and mineral supplementation, the importance 
of mycotoxins in Montana, treating low quality forages to 
improve feeding quality, applying genomic selection, estate 
planning, the October 2013 blizzard in South Dakota, and 
the future of feed-grade antibiotics in livestock. 

The Tuesday evening program will feature Carrie Mess, 
a Wisconsin dairy farmer and blogger, and Ryan Goodman, 
manager of communications at the Montana Stockgrowers 
Association, speaking on “Social Media: Understanding 
the Power of Reaching Our Customers.” Two scholarships 
sponsored by the Montana Feed Association will also be 
awarded.

The conference is organized by Montana State Uni-
versity Extension Beef Cattle Specialist Rachel Endecott 
in conjunction with the Montana Feed Association.

Cost to attend both days of the conference is $115. 
Attendees can register online with a credit card at https://
www.montana.edu/nutrition. A conference brochure is avail-
able at http://animalrange.montana.edu/conferences.htm

The schedule and speakers are:
Tuesday, April 22

11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. -- Registration
12:30 p.m. -- Welcome
1 to 2 p.m. -- Water Quality and Mineral Supplemen-

tation. Mark Petersen, USDA-ARS Fort Keogh 
2 to 3 p.m. -- Mycotoxins: Importance in Montana –

Barry Jacobsen, MSU 
3 p.m. -- Break 
3:15 to 4:15 p.m. – Treating Low Quality Forages to 

Improve Feeding Quality. Tim Bodine, Performix Nutrition 
4:15 to 5:15 p.m. -- Application of Genomic Selection: 

New Frontiers in Animal Breeding. Jennifer Thomson, MSU
5:30 p.m. -- Social
6:30 p.m. -- Dinner and program
Scholarship presentations 
Evening speakers:  Social Media – Understanding the 

power of reaching our customers. Carrie Mess, Wisconsin 

dairy farmer, and Ryan Goodman, manager of communi-
cations, Montana Stockgrowers Association

Wednesday, April 23
7 to 8 a.m. -- Breakfast, grad student poster judging
8 to 9:30 a.m. -- Think You Know Who Gets Your 

Property When You Die? Think Again…Even If You Have 
a Will! Marsha Goetting, MSU

9:30 a.m. -- Break  
9:45 to 10:45 a.m. -- October 2013 Blizzard in South

Dakota State University
10:45 to 11:45 a.m. -- Using Feed-Grade Antibiotics in

Livestock: What Changes Should We Prepare For? Russ 
Daly, SDSU 

11:45 a.m. to noon – Presentation of graduate student 

Noon -- Conference wrap-up 
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APRIL 9, 2014
1:00 PM • GDAR SALE BARN • SIDNEY, MT

SELLING 100 BULLS
Bulls Bred For:

Gentle Disposition       Calving Ease
Maternal Strength      Soundness & Longevity

DFA HERO 6017

ggggggggggggg

SITZ GAME DAY 334Y

BAR JV ANGUS
14043 County Rd. 340 • Fairview, MT 59221

Jim Vitt 406-798-3653
Dale Vitt 406-798-3398  406-480-5676 C

djvitt@midrivers.com

For More Information, Contact:

Other Sires:
WMR Timeless 458   RA Identity Z79

Sitz JLS Upward 631X   RA Lead On W5   
Sitz Upward 307R   DFA Hero 6017

Sitz Game Day 334Y   Pine Creek Ideal 1133 
GDAR CJD Alliance 0712

gggggg yyyyyyyyyyyyy

APEX WINDY 078

ANNUAL BULL SALEWest Plains Inc, Border Plains Equipment,  

& Northern Plains Equipment 

Used Air Drill, Tillage, and Tractor Sale 

Over 100 Units to Choose From 

Case IH, John Deere, Bourgault, New Holland, and Flexi Coil 

Special Offer-24 Month Interest Wavier on Select Air Drills OAC 

April 1st to April 30th 2014 

Go to our website and click on “Special Sale Items” to see a full listing of 

all the units or call one 0f our Sales Representatives today. 

borderplains.com     westplains.com  npend.com 

Border Plains Equipment   West Plains Inc            Northern Plains Equipment 

Stanley, ND 701-628-2950   Beach, ND 701-872-4154  Mandan, ND  

Williston, ND 701-774-0957   Bowman, ND 701-523-3296  701-663-9864  

Glasgow, MT 406-228-9341   Dickinson, ND 701-483-8741  npend.com 

borderplains.com    Hettinger, ND 701-567-4505 

      westplains.com 

WUD119-’08 60’ CIH AXT700 W/ADX3380-$78,000 47167W-’08 55’ Bourgault 3310 W/6550-$220,000 

UT750-’12 CIH 550 QUAD-$340,000 15378W-’10 CIH 535 Triples-$227,000 

47161W 43’ JD 1895 W/ 1910-$113,000 

WUT704 – ’12 CIH 600 QUAD - $403,000  
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Don't lose pounds to infertile
or subfertile bulls. All bulls 

should have a breeding
soundness exam each year. 
Bulls can be fertile one year

& go bad the next. 
We can test your bulls according to Society for 
Theriogenolgy (reproduction) standards. When we 
test bulls we will:
1. Measure the scrotal circumference
2. Palpate internal sex organs
3. Inspect penis & sheath for warts & other problems
4. Collect sperm & observe them under high power 
microscope for abnormalities.
We do bulls from 12 months to 12 yrs. of age. Larger 
groups of bulls can be done on your ranch. Individuals 
& trailer loads can be done Monday-Friday in the 
clinic. PLEASE CALL AHEAD!

Western
Veterinary Clinic

Williston, ND • 701-572-7878 or 1-800-828-6681
Doctors Lee Garbel, Jody Smith, Charlie Noland, Heidi Miller & Shayla Sorenson

www.unitedprairie.coop888.627.3949

Serving  You in Western North Dakota Since 1929
Located at 241 West Main Street in New Town

United Prairie Cooperative’s
Ag/Hardware Division

• Open for retail business 7 days a week!
• Return profits to the customers in the form of patronage
• We are customer driven, adding hundreds of new items requested by 
  customers and we stock a unique assortment of products that can’t be 
  found anywhere else in the area.
• From agriculture supplies, gates, trailers, hardware tools, bolts, shovels, 
  boots and much more!

Hours:  Monday - Sunday, 6am - 7pm

When you need more than a bull.
We’re here to offer you a program that encompasses all of your needs. 

Selling 30 AngusSelling 100 Charolais

Backed by the best we have to offer...Our Reputation.

Rambur Charolais

eeeelllllllllliiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggg   3333300000000000    AAAAAnnnnnnnggggggggggggggggguuuuuuuuuuussssssssssss

Rambur CharolaisRC  sssssss

Don’t Miss OurPRE-SALE GATHERING

at the Sale Facility

Saturday April 12, 2014

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggg  111111111100000000000000000   CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCChhhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrroooooollllllaaaaaaaaaaiiiiiiiiissssssss

S t d A iiil 12
36th Annual Bull Sale

Lot 3 Lot 115

Lower Yellowstone  
Diversion Dam Fish Passage

By Tie Shank
What do you get when you combine 225 miles of 

laterals, 118 miles of drains, the Lower Yellowstone Di-
version Dam, Thomas Point Pumping Plant and the main 
canal? The answer is, The Lower Yellowstone Project. 
Approximately one-third of the project lands are in western 
North Dakota and the remaining two-thirds are located in 
east-central Montana. 

of Reclamation, “This project is authorized as a single-pur-
pose project to furnish a dependable supply of irrigation 
water for 53,000 acres of fertile land along the west bank 
of the Yellowstone River.” It delivers water diverted from 
the river to irrigate roughly 400 farms in North Dakota and 
Montana. 

The Lower Yellowstone Diversion Dam is located 
approximately 16 miles downstream of Glendive, MT. The 

-
mains in place and requires rock to be added regularly to 
maintain the water level required to divert irrigation water 
from the river. 

has impeded movements of pallid sturgeon upstream since
its construction.” 

Pallid Sturgeon with its unique dinosaur-like appear-
ance was listed as Endangered under the Endangered 

and Wildlife Service. 
This endangered species was historically present in

only two adults have been recorded following the historic 

has created the urgency to provide a safe passage of the 
Pallid Sturgeon to a spawning habitat located 165 miles 
upstream on the Yellowstone River. 

Additional data has revealed that on average 500,000 
-
-

in the design and construction of the Lower Yellowstone 
Project for the purposes of ecosystem restoration. 

The Lower Yellowstone Diversion Dam raises the water 
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An IRA here, a former job’s 401(k) there—are your 
retirement assets scattered? If so, it could cost you 
time, extra paperwork and fees.

Take control. Keep your tax-deferred status by rolling 
your retirement assets into a Thrivent Financial 
Rollover IRA. You may get more investment options 
and save some money too.

Let’s talk about our Rollover IRAs and our special 
offer1 to waive certain fees under particular 
conditions. Contact us today at  
877-433-6143 to learn how we can help you.

MULTIPLE IRAs AND 401(k)s?
Consider a roll and take control

25830C  R3-14

1 IRAs invested in the Thrivent Mutual Funds are “FEE-FREE” each year when 
you transfer or roll over $10,000 or more in assets between January 1, 2014, 
and April 30, 2014. This offer applies to Thrivent traditional, SEP, SIMPLE and 
Roth IRAs and 403(b) accounts. Assets over $50,000 are not subject to a 
custodial fee.

Securities and investment advisory services are offered through Thrivent 
Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415, a 
FINRA and SIPC member and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial, 
the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Thrivent 
Financial representatives are registered representatives of Thrivent Investment 
Management Inc. For additional important information, visit Thrivent.com/
disclosures.
You may have several choices on what to do with your retirement account when 
you leave your employer: leave the money in your former employer’s plan; roll 
over the assets to your new employer’s plan; cash out your account value; 
or roll over to an IRA. Consult your tax advisor to review the tax impacts and 
differences in services, fees and expenses between each of the choices before 
you make a decision.

Harvey Senn, CLTC®, FIC, LUTCF 
Financial Associate 
406-433-6143

Ron Gebhardt, FIC, CLTC® 
Financial Associate
406-433-5287 

1050 S Central Ave
Sidney, MT 59270
877-433-6143 

MFU Members 
Return from 
National 
Farmers Union 
Convention

Submitted by Sandy Courtnage
Communications Director

Montana Farmers Union (MFU) President Alan Merrill 
and 14 MFU members traveled to the National Farmers 
Union convention in Santa Fe, NM, which was held March 
8-11, 2014. 

 In addition to Merrill, the group included six delegates 

national public policy.  Delegates included Brett Dailey, 
Jordan, MFU board representative; Calvin Lane, Molt, 
MFU board representative; Jay Buckley, Great Falls; 
Jacob Cowgill, Power; Kristie Rutledge, Big Sandy; and 
Maggie Shane, Great Falls, youth delegate.  William 

NFU Policy Committee.
Other MFU members joining President Merrill at the 

convention include:  Donna Dailey, Jordan; Katie and Jeff 
Bangs, Inverness, FUE Young Couple representatives; 
and Paul Kanning, Flaxville, NFU Beginning Farmer In-

were Delisa Clampitt, MFU Education Director; and Chris 
Christiaens, MFU Legislative and Special Projects.  Violet 
Green, Carter, also attended as a member of the National 
Youth Advisory Council.

“Every year we look forward to helping shape the 
policy discussion at the national organizational level,” said 
Merrill.  “There were great presentations and workshops, 
including U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack, who talked about the important aspects of the 
Farm Bill that are yet to be implemented.”

Special Orders of Business adopted at the conven-
tion included policy statements on the International Year 
of Family Farming, Implementation of the 2014 Farm 
Bill, Immigration Reform, Trade Policy, Animal Disease 
Protection and Research, Renewable Fuel Standard, 
Reform of the Beef Checkoff, and Sequestration.  More 
detail on the Special Orders is available at http://www.
nfu.org/policy-nfu/special-orders-of-business.

-

-

-

Objectives

Criteria  

-

The head gate upstream from the diversion dam at Intake.
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As you plant new crops, take care of calving, or 
add to your herd, we’re here to help you get the 
equipment, facilities and operating cash you need 
to grow. 

Visit with our ag lending professionals to help you 
build your operation. 

Give us a call: we’ll provide peace of mind to keep 
you growing in today’s farm and ranch economy.

774-4100  www.asbt.com
223 Main Street    Williston, North Dakota

Member
FDIC

Helping you grow

AARON GRANLEY DUSTIN FROELICHDUSTY BERWICK ROB RUDE
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CIH-PF-21

FM–750™

FM-750™ guidance display delivers 
affordable guidance, steering and 
precision agriculture capabilities.

•  Touch-screen navigation is 
easy to set up and use

•  Add the Field-IQ™ crop input 
control system for variable rate 
and section control

•  Upgrade to GLONASS satellites
to increase your machine
run time in the fi eld 

• Sub-Inch Accuracy
• Repeatable Results
• Dedicated Support

NEW!

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT
Sidney, MT • 2429 W. Holly

 406-488-4400 • 1-800-624-6540
Visit our web site at tri-cnty.com

Dairy Focus: Spring Thaw Can 
Contribute to Feed Waste

Spoilage will increase as temperatures rise.
By J.W. Schroeder, Dairy Specialist

NDSU Extension Service
Spring is approaching, and now is a good time to as-

-

waste in the feed yard.
some reminders:

in warmer months.

Submitted by Mary Ann Dunwell

Montana property owners whose homes are damaged or 

-

Montanans whose homes are damaged or destroyed by
-

MT Revenue Dept. Encourages Owners 
of Property Damaged or Destroyed by 

Flooding to Apply for Tax Relief

Federal Certificate 
Now Required to Apply 

Restricted Use Pesticides 
on Tribal Land

By MSU News Services

-

-
-

-

-
-
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A simple reminder for some-
thing that is simply vital:  Look
up and locate overhead power
lines before using anything tall.
Then keep at least 15 feet away.

3200 W Holly • Sidney • 406-488-1602 • www.lyrec.com

Call Before
You Dig

Lower Yellowstone REA

Simply Call

811
48 Hours

In Advance

ND PAS State President 
Gives Thanks to Williston 

State College’s Ag 
Instructor Kim Murphy
By Tie Shank

Kayla Crooker, ND PAS 
State President and former WSC 
student, looks back on her ed-
ucation decisions and gives 
thanks to WSC Ag Department 
and her mentor, Kim Murphy. 

“When I enrolled at Williston 
State College, I was not sure 
what I wanted to do with my life. I 
knew I wanted to stay involved in 
Agriculture, but the industry has 

choose which one I wanted to 
pursue. I enrolled as a double 
major in Farm & Ranch Management and Ag Sales. I was 

My feelings changed immensely when I walked into Kim 

great place to start.  Her warm smile and at ease demeanor 
created a superb learning environment for myself and the 
rest of her students to absorb her wealth of knowledge.”

The Agriculture Ambassador Program gave Crooker 

the community and from around the state. She was given 
the chance to do television interviews, radio segments, 
write articles for newspapers and advocate for agriculture, 
all while exposing her career goals, promoting herself as 
an agriculturalist and building her resume. 

Crooker was also very involved in another chapter 
at WSC advised by Kim Murphy: the Postsecondary Ag-
ricultural Student Organization (PAS). The PAS motto is 
“Uniting Education and Industry in Agriculture.” It offers 
students numerous opportunities to network with industry 
leaders which could potentially help them when looking for 
employment later. “PAS also allows students to improve 
their skills in leadership and professional development 
through career program contests varying from employment 
interview to livestock production,” states Crooker. “Being 
active in Ag Ambassadors and WSC Ag Club (PAS) allowed 
me to build on my resume and improve my leadership ca-

I am currently serving my second term as ND State PAS 

President, and was recently elected National PAS Vice
President last week at our national conference. I currently 
attend NDSU majoring in Agricultural Education minoring 
in Animal Science.”

-
less support and dedication” shaped her college career. 
Being from an agricultural background, Murphy understood
the commitments that accompany the farm & ranch life.

State President, it is my duty to promote PAS in all facets
of agriculture and to educate the general public about agri-
cultural practices. I recruit new members and communicate 
with sponsors. I address the ND State FFA Convention and
plan/preside over the ND PAS State Conference. Again, I
cannot stress enough how important Kim Murphy is to the 
agriculture community and how she inspired me to pursue 
my dreams of agricultural education.”

Kayla Crooker

Kim Murphy
Taylor Ag Services, Inc.

701-444-3772 | www.taylorag.com | 1164 Hwy 1806 W • Watford City, ND

Calving Supplies Now Available!

Don’t forget about our Purina fly control mineral sale!
Buy 20 bags of loose mineral - get 1 FREE • Buy 40 bags of loose mineral - get 3 FREE

Recieve $5 off 225# mineral tubs. Orders must be placed by May 1st, 2014

• Ear Tags • Calf Pullers
• Bottles • Boluses
• Milk Replacer, Colostrum &
     Electrolytes
• Disposabe Needles & Syringes
• And Much More!

We will soon 

be carrying 

vaccines as well!
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USDA Enhances Farm Storage 
Facility Loan Program

Submitted by Isabel Benemelis
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today 

announced the expansion of the Farm Storage and Fa-

to producers.  The enhanced program includes 22 new 
categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable 
producers, and makes it easier for farmers and ranchers 

grow and expand. 
This is part of a broader effort to help small and 

mid-sized farmers and ranchers, as announced today by 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and 
specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now have ac-
cess to needed capital for a variety of supplies including 
sorting bins, wash stations and other food safety-related 

-
ed for determining storage needs for fruit and vegetable 
producers, and waivers are available on a case-by-case 
basis for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if 
available products are not relevant or feasible for a par-
ticular producer.

Additionally, Farm Storage and Facility Loans security 
requirements have been eased for loans between $50,000 
and $100,000.  Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 
required a promissory note and additional security, such 
as a lien on real estate.  Now loans up to $100,000 can 
be secured by only a promissory note.

“The Farm Storage and Facility Loan program has 

storage for almost 13 years,” said Farm Service Agency 
Administrator (FSA), Juan M. Garcia. “We anticipate 
these changes will increase the number of individuals who 
qualify for these loans and help them access new market 
opportunities.”

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade 
permanent facilities to store commodities.  Eligible com-
modities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, 
hay, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits and 

barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and vegetables.
Other new changes to the Farm Storage and Facility 

Loan program will allow FSA State Committees to subor-

These changes to the program were issued via an 

More than 33,000 loans have been issued for on-farm 
storage, increasing grain storage capacity by 900 million 
bushels since May 2000.

More information about tools and resources available to 
small and mid-sized farmers will be rolled out in the coming
months, including information about access to capital, risk 
management, food safety, and locating market opportuni-

webpage.

more about FSA programs and loans, including the Farm 
Storage Facility Loan Program

$1,000 Educational Heritage 
Scholarship Offered by Montana 
Stockgrowers Foundation

Submitted by Ryan J. Goodman

Educational Heritage Scholarship in the amount of $1,000.
This annual scholarship is awarded to a MSGA student 
member.

-
dents is imperative for young ranchers like me to further
our education goals. The scholarship I received has allowed

at Montana State University,” said Kelsey Haughian, 2013 
award recipient from Miles City, MT.

To be eligible, students must be currently enrolled in 
college and have completed at least one semester in col-
lege, be a member of Montana Stockgrowers Association, 
or have at least one parent who is a member, and demon-
strate a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0.

Applicants must complete the application form, include 
a copy of their current transcript, write a 500-word essay 
discussing their educational pursuits and what they hope 
to do with their education, and include two letters of rec-
ommendation.

Applications are due April 15, 2014. Students can apply 

For more information on these scholarships and to 
apply online, visit the MSGA website at www.mtbeef.org/
reef. For questions, please email Lauren Chase at Lauren@
mtbeef.org. If you are interested in these scholarships but 

and public education, and promotion of MSGA programs.
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Dr. Hans Schneider 
Researches Sugar 

Beets at EARC
By Tie Shank

Dr. Hans Schneider received his doctorate degree in 
plant pathology from Wageningen Agricultural University 

in the Netherlands, which is known world-wide for its
agricultural educational and research programs.

After several years of working in multiple areas of 

Dr. Hans Schneider
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Junior Ag Loan Program Assistance 
Available for Farm and Ranch Youth

Accepting Applications for New Projects
Submitted by Walt Anseth

More than 50 Montana farm and ranch youth now par-

Agriculture Loan Program. Young people active in rural 

-

Agriculture.

program often far exceed the actual loan for active par-

-

value.

 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

went to work for Rod Prewitt and worked in the feedlot. Tim 

-

-

-

Livestock Producers Affected by Severe 
Weather Urged to Keep Good Records

Submitted by Kent Politsch

-

-

-

-

-

 

Continued on from previous page.
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MONTANA FSA: 
Foreign Persons 
Must Report U.S. 
Agricultural Land 
Holdings

Submitted by Jennifer Cole
March 24- USDA Montana Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

State Executive Director Bruce Nelson reminds foreign 
persons with an interest in agricultural lands in the United 
States that they are required to report their holdings and 
any transactions to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture. 

“Any foreign person who acquires, transfers or holds 
any interest, other than a security interest, including lease-
holds of 10 years or more, in agricultural land in the United 
States is required by law to report the transaction no later 
than 90 calendar days after the date of the transaction,” 
Nelson said. 

-
eign Investment Disclosure Act Report” (AFIDA) reports 

online at:http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFile-

Nelson said.

any land used for farming, ranching, orchards, vineyards, 
or timber production, if the tracts total 10 acres or more. 

Disclosure reports are also required when there are 
changes in land use. For example, reports are required 
when land use changes from nonagricultural to agricultural 
or from agricultural to nonagricultural. Foreign investors 

of ownership such as the owner changes from foreign to 
non-foreign, from non-foreign to foreign or from foreign to 
foreign.

Data gained from these disclosures is used to pre-

concerning the effect of such holdings upon family 
farms and rural communities in the United States. 
For more information regarding AFIDA and FSA programs, 

at http://www.usda.gov.          

USDA Encourages 
Early Registration 
for FSA Programs

Submitted by Isabel Benemelis

Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Juan M. Garcia to-
day recommended that farmers and ranchers who plan to

-
ers are encouraged to report farm records and business 

Enrollment for the disaster programs authorized by the

Garcia. “Early registration should help improve the sign-up 
process and allow us to expedite implementation of the 
programs. I strongly encourage producers to complete

Examples of updates or changes to report include:
New producers or producers who have not reported 

farm records to FSA.

land.  Those producers need to ensure that changes have 
been reported and properly recorded by local FSA county 

should include a copy of the land deed, and if land has 
been leased, then documentation should be provided that 
indicates the producer had/has control of the acreage.

relationships and shares are properly recorded with FSA.  

ensure that this is recorded accurately as it may impact 
payment limits.

Farm records can be updated during business hours at 

should be supplied or updated if necessary to ensure that 

direct deposit. 

business structure changes, it is especially important for
-

one of the four disaster programs.  
For further information about our disaster programs

can be found on the FSA website.

BEEF, Cattle and the 
Larsons – ‘It’s a lifestyle 

and a way of life’

By Tie Shank
Tim and Kristin Larson of Sidney, MT pride themselves 

on promoting the Beef and cattle industry.  Both raised on 
cattle ranches in Montana, Tim in Forsyth and Kristin in 
Big Timber, the BEEF and cattle industry is their way of 
life. They currently reside on a small ranch just outside of 
Sidney, MT with their 4 children: Grady (10), Garrett (8), 
Landry (5) and Leddy (3) who love the cattle industry (and 
their horses) just as much as mom & dad. 

Growing up, Tim was very active in 4-H and Rodeo 

and Kristin in 4-H and FFA.  These organizations are what 
sparked their interest in the cattle industry.  Both Tim and
Kristin knew from a very young age they wanted to work in
the cattle industry and they never wavered from it.  Kristin 
attended Montana State University and graduated with a 
degree in Ag Business and a minor in Economics and went
to work for Hawkeye West in Billings doing their marketing 
and advertising.  Tim started off in Dillon, MT with a rodeo 

The Larson family.

Continued on next page.
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17th Annual Production Sale

Saturday, April 12, 2014  1 p.m.
Selling 35 Yearling Bulls

15 Coming 2-Year-Old Bulls

The Sale Worth Waiting For!

Private Treaty Sale is at the Ranch!

For More Information or Catalogs:

Chris Washburn
10341 42nd St. NW

New Town, ND 58763
701-675-2466

cell - 701-421-0756 
washburn@restel.net

Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the 
U.S. and/or other countries. ©2012 Vermeer Corporation. All rights reserved.

Anderson Vermeer Sales
701-828-3358 or 701-828-3359

15192 Hwy 68 • Alexander, ND

Williston: 
1300 Bison Drive

215 Washington Ave. 
572-4000  1-800-584-9220

Dickinson: 
290 15th St. West

721 State Ave
227-0188  1-800-733-9228

Hebron: 
701 Main Street  878-4063

Beach: 
60 NE 2nd St  872-2228

Glen Ullin: 
414 E South Ave  348-3832

Ray: 
10 Main St  568-3663 

www.wccu.org

*$100,000 loan for a term of 60 months with 3.50% 
APR the annual payment would be $22,148.13.
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Buy Local Products & Services In The MonDak Area

We Carry:

701-774-2231

We Have:

Customer Service is Our #1 Priority

Sidney Glendive Williston Plentywood

We Buy...Scrap

Sidney, MT

www.pacific-steel.com

See us for Fencing 
Materials, Gates & Panels

PRAIRIE PACKING
& MEATS CO.

Corner of Hwy 1804 
& East Bypass in 

Williston
Just 6 blocks down 

the new paved road!

David Slais
Plant Mgr.

 USDA Inspected Facility
 Local Beef & Pork 1/2s, 1/4s & Bundles
 Custom Slaughter & Processing
 Choice Steaks, Roasts, Chops &

 Ground Beef
 Wholesale to Food Service Businesses

From the field to the 
table...our quality 

sugar is grown and 
processed in the 

MonDak area.
Always available at your 
favorite grocery outlet.

Sugar Factory Serves Area 
For Over Eight Decades

The Sidney Sugars Incorporated factory has 
served the Sidney area since 1925, providing an 
outlet for farmers to grow and sell sugarbeets. In 
2002, American Crystal bought the Sidney factory 
from Holly Sugar and the Sidney factory became 
part of the American Crystal Company and took the 
name Sidney Sugars. Sidney Sugars operates as a 
wholly owned subsidiary of American Crystal Sugar 
Company.

Each year Sidney Sugars contracts sugarbeet 
acres with area growers. Not only does this allow pro-
ducers to grow a high value crop but it also provides 
employment at the factory and at the six beet receiving 
stations located from Powder River to Culbertson. 
The company generally employs approximately 60 
seasonal workers for the beet receiving stations 

during harvest each year and hires approximately 120 
seasonal employees to work at the factory during the 
winter months where they produce white sugar for 
sale around the country. Winter campaigns generally 
last about four months.

Sidney Sugars has 90 year round employees and
has 120 sugarbeet growers.

The company also produces approximately
50,000 tons of pressed pulp each year and 35,000 
tons of molasses for sale.

Since 1996, Sidney Sugars has done a lot of ren-

These renovations and additions include ten sugar
storage silos, a thick juice tank, lime kiln and slacker 
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17th Annual Production Sale

Saturday, April 12, 2014  1 p.m.
Selling 35 Yearling Bulls

15 Coming 2-Year-Old Bulls

The Sale Worth Waiting For!

Private Treaty Sale is at the Ranch!

For More Information or Catalogs:

Chris Washburn
10341 42nd St. NW

New Town, ND 58763
701-675-2466

cell - 701-421-0756 
washburn@restel.net

Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the 
U.S. and/or other countries. ©2012 Vermeer Corporation. All rights reserved.

Anderson Vermeer Sales
701-828-3358 or 701-828-3359

15192 Hwy 68 • Alexander, ND

Williston: 
1300 Bison Drive

215 Washington Ave. 
572-4000  1-800-584-9220

Dickinson: 
290 15th St. West

721 State Ave
227-0188  1-800-733-9228

Hebron: 
701 Main Street  878-4063

Beach: 
60 NE 2nd St  872-2228

Glen Ullin: 
414 E South Ave  348-3832

Ray: 
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www.wccu.org

*$100,000 loan for a term of 60 months with 3.50% 
APR the annual payment would be $22,148.13.
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MONTANA FSA: 
Foreign Persons 
Must Report U.S. 
Agricultural Land 
Holdings

Submitted by Jennifer Cole
March 24- USDA Montana Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

State Executive Director Bruce Nelson reminds foreign 
persons with an interest in agricultural lands in the United 
States that they are required to report their holdings and 
any transactions to the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture. 

“Any foreign person who acquires, transfers or holds 
any interest, other than a security interest, including lease-
holds of 10 years or more, in agricultural land in the United 
States is required by law to report the transaction no later 
than 90 calendar days after the date of the transaction,” 
Nelson said. 

-
eign Investment Disclosure Act Report” (AFIDA) reports 

online at:http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFile-

Nelson said.

any land used for farming, ranching, orchards, vineyards, 
or timber production, if the tracts total 10 acres or more. 

Disclosure reports are also required when there are 
changes in land use. For example, reports are required 
when land use changes from nonagricultural to agricultural 
or from agricultural to nonagricultural. Foreign investors 

of ownership such as the owner changes from foreign to 
non-foreign, from non-foreign to foreign or from foreign to 
foreign.

Data gained from these disclosures is used to pre-

concerning the effect of such holdings upon family 
farms and rural communities in the United States. 
For more information regarding AFIDA and FSA programs, 

at http://www.usda.gov.          

USDA Encourages 
Early Registration 
for FSA Programs

Submitted by Isabel Benemelis

Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Juan M. Garcia to-
day recommended that farmers and ranchers who plan to

-
ers are encouraged to report farm records and business 

Enrollment for the disaster programs authorized by the

Garcia. “Early registration should help improve the sign-up 
process and allow us to expedite implementation of the 
programs. I strongly encourage producers to complete

Examples of updates or changes to report include:
New producers or producers who have not reported 

farm records to FSA.

land.  Those producers need to ensure that changes have 
been reported and properly recorded by local FSA county 

should include a copy of the land deed, and if land has 
been leased, then documentation should be provided that 
indicates the producer had/has control of the acreage.

relationships and shares are properly recorded with FSA.  

ensure that this is recorded accurately as it may impact 
payment limits.

Farm records can be updated during business hours at 

should be supplied or updated if necessary to ensure that 

direct deposit. 

business structure changes, it is especially important for
-

one of the four disaster programs.  
For further information about our disaster programs

can be found on the FSA website.

BEEF, Cattle and the 
Larsons – ‘It’s a lifestyle 

and a way of life’

By Tie Shank
Tim and Kristin Larson of Sidney, MT pride themselves 

on promoting the Beef and cattle industry.  Both raised on 
cattle ranches in Montana, Tim in Forsyth and Kristin in 
Big Timber, the BEEF and cattle industry is their way of 
life. They currently reside on a small ranch just outside of 
Sidney, MT with their 4 children: Grady (10), Garrett (8), 
Landry (5) and Leddy (3) who love the cattle industry (and 
their horses) just as much as mom & dad. 

Growing up, Tim was very active in 4-H and Rodeo 

and Kristin in 4-H and FFA.  These organizations are what 
sparked their interest in the cattle industry.  Both Tim and
Kristin knew from a very young age they wanted to work in
the cattle industry and they never wavered from it.  Kristin 
attended Montana State University and graduated with a 
degree in Ag Business and a minor in Economics and went
to work for Hawkeye West in Billings doing their marketing 
and advertising.  Tim started off in Dillon, MT with a rodeo 

The Larson family.

Continued on next page.
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Junior Ag Loan Program Assistance 
Available for Farm and Ranch Youth

Accepting Applications for New Projects
Submitted by Walt Anseth

More than 50 Montana farm and ranch youth now par-

Agriculture Loan Program. Young people active in rural 

-

Agriculture.

program often far exceed the actual loan for active par-

-

value.

 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

went to work for Rod Prewitt and worked in the feedlot. Tim 

-

-

-

Livestock Producers Affected by Severe 
Weather Urged to Keep Good Records

Submitted by Kent Politsch

-

-

-

-

-

 

Continued on from previous page.
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Dr. Hans Schneider 
Researches Sugar 

Beets at EARC
By Tie Shank

Dr. Hans Schneider received his doctorate degree in 
plant pathology from Wageningen Agricultural University 

in the Netherlands, which is known world-wide for its
agricultural educational and research programs.

After several years of working in multiple areas of 

Dr. Hans Schneider
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USDA Enhances Farm Storage 
Facility Loan Program

Submitted by Isabel Benemelis
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today 

announced the expansion of the Farm Storage and Fa-

to producers.  The enhanced program includes 22 new 
categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable 
producers, and makes it easier for farmers and ranchers 

grow and expand. 
This is part of a broader effort to help small and 

mid-sized farmers and ranchers, as announced today by 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and 
specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now have ac-
cess to needed capital for a variety of supplies including 
sorting bins, wash stations and other food safety-related 

-
ed for determining storage needs for fruit and vegetable 
producers, and waivers are available on a case-by-case 
basis for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if 
available products are not relevant or feasible for a par-
ticular producer.

Additionally, Farm Storage and Facility Loans security 
requirements have been eased for loans between $50,000 
and $100,000.  Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 
required a promissory note and additional security, such 
as a lien on real estate.  Now loans up to $100,000 can 
be secured by only a promissory note.

“The Farm Storage and Facility Loan program has 

storage for almost 13 years,” said Farm Service Agency 
Administrator (FSA), Juan M. Garcia. “We anticipate 
these changes will increase the number of individuals who 
qualify for these loans and help them access new market 
opportunities.”

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade 
permanent facilities to store commodities.  Eligible com-
modities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, 
hay, honey, renewable biomass commodities, fruits and 

barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and vegetables.
Other new changes to the Farm Storage and Facility 

Loan program will allow FSA State Committees to subor-

These changes to the program were issued via an 

More than 33,000 loans have been issued for on-farm 
storage, increasing grain storage capacity by 900 million 
bushels since May 2000.

More information about tools and resources available to 
small and mid-sized farmers will be rolled out in the coming
months, including information about access to capital, risk 
management, food safety, and locating market opportuni-

webpage.

more about FSA programs and loans, including the Farm 
Storage Facility Loan Program

$1,000 Educational Heritage 
Scholarship Offered by Montana 
Stockgrowers Foundation

Submitted by Ryan J. Goodman

Educational Heritage Scholarship in the amount of $1,000.
This annual scholarship is awarded to a MSGA student 
member.

-
dents is imperative for young ranchers like me to further
our education goals. The scholarship I received has allowed

at Montana State University,” said Kelsey Haughian, 2013 
award recipient from Miles City, MT.

To be eligible, students must be currently enrolled in 
college and have completed at least one semester in col-
lege, be a member of Montana Stockgrowers Association, 
or have at least one parent who is a member, and demon-
strate a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0.

Applicants must complete the application form, include 
a copy of their current transcript, write a 500-word essay 
discussing their educational pursuits and what they hope 
to do with their education, and include two letters of rec-
ommendation.

Applications are due April 15, 2014. Students can apply 

For more information on these scholarships and to 
apply online, visit the MSGA website at www.mtbeef.org/
reef. For questions, please email Lauren Chase at Lauren@
mtbeef.org. If you are interested in these scholarships but 

and public education, and promotion of MSGA programs.
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A simple reminder for some-
thing that is simply vital:  Look
up and locate overhead power
lines before using anything tall.
Then keep at least 15 feet away.

3200 W Holly • Sidney • 406-488-1602 • www.lyrec.com

Call Before
You Dig

Lower Yellowstone REA

Simply Call

811
48 Hours

In Advance

ND PAS State President 
Gives Thanks to Williston 

State College’s Ag 
Instructor Kim Murphy
By Tie Shank

Kayla Crooker, ND PAS 
State President and former WSC 
student, looks back on her ed-
ucation decisions and gives 
thanks to WSC Ag Department 
and her mentor, Kim Murphy. 

“When I enrolled at Williston 
State College, I was not sure 
what I wanted to do with my life. I 
knew I wanted to stay involved in 
Agriculture, but the industry has 

choose which one I wanted to 
pursue. I enrolled as a double 
major in Farm & Ranch Management and Ag Sales. I was 

My feelings changed immensely when I walked into Kim 

great place to start.  Her warm smile and at ease demeanor 
created a superb learning environment for myself and the 
rest of her students to absorb her wealth of knowledge.”

The Agriculture Ambassador Program gave Crooker 

the community and from around the state. She was given 
the chance to do television interviews, radio segments, 
write articles for newspapers and advocate for agriculture, 
all while exposing her career goals, promoting herself as 
an agriculturalist and building her resume. 

Crooker was also very involved in another chapter 
at WSC advised by Kim Murphy: the Postsecondary Ag-
ricultural Student Organization (PAS). The PAS motto is 
“Uniting Education and Industry in Agriculture.” It offers 
students numerous opportunities to network with industry 
leaders which could potentially help them when looking for 
employment later. “PAS also allows students to improve 
their skills in leadership and professional development 
through career program contests varying from employment 
interview to livestock production,” states Crooker. “Being 
active in Ag Ambassadors and WSC Ag Club (PAS) allowed 
me to build on my resume and improve my leadership ca-

I am currently serving my second term as ND State PAS 

President, and was recently elected National PAS Vice
President last week at our national conference. I currently 
attend NDSU majoring in Agricultural Education minoring 
in Animal Science.”

-
less support and dedication” shaped her college career. 
Being from an agricultural background, Murphy understood
the commitments that accompany the farm & ranch life.

State President, it is my duty to promote PAS in all facets
of agriculture and to educate the general public about agri-
cultural practices. I recruit new members and communicate 
with sponsors. I address the ND State FFA Convention and
plan/preside over the ND PAS State Conference. Again, I
cannot stress enough how important Kim Murphy is to the 
agriculture community and how she inspired me to pursue 
my dreams of agricultural education.”

Kayla Crooker

Kim Murphy
Taylor Ag Services, Inc.

701-444-3772 | www.taylorag.com | 1164 Hwy 1806 W • Watford City, ND

Calving Supplies Now Available!

Don’t forget about our Purina fly control mineral sale!
Buy 20 bags of loose mineral - get 1 FREE • Buy 40 bags of loose mineral - get 3 FREE

Recieve $5 off 225# mineral tubs. Orders must be placed by May 1st, 2014

• Ear Tags • Calf Pullers
• Bottles • Boluses
• Milk Replacer, Colostrum &
     Electrolytes
• Disposabe Needles & Syringes
• And Much More!

We will soon 

be carrying 

vaccines as well!
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CIH-PF-21

FM–750™

FM-750™ guidance display delivers 
affordable guidance, steering and 
precision agriculture capabilities.

•  Touch-screen navigation is 
easy to set up and use

•  Add the Field-IQ™ crop input 
control system for variable rate 
and section control

•  Upgrade to GLONASS satellites
to increase your machine
run time in the fi eld 

• Sub-Inch Accuracy
• Repeatable Results
• Dedicated Support

NEW!

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT
Sidney, MT • 2429 W. Holly

 406-488-4400 • 1-800-624-6540
Visit our web site at tri-cnty.com

Dairy Focus: Spring Thaw Can 
Contribute to Feed Waste

Spoilage will increase as temperatures rise.
By J.W. Schroeder, Dairy Specialist

NDSU Extension Service
Spring is approaching, and now is a good time to as-

-

waste in the feed yard.
some reminders:

in warmer months.

Submitted by Mary Ann Dunwell

Montana property owners whose homes are damaged or 

-

Montanans whose homes are damaged or destroyed by
-

MT Revenue Dept. Encourages Owners 
of Property Damaged or Destroyed by 

Flooding to Apply for Tax Relief

Federal Certificate 
Now Required to Apply 

Restricted Use Pesticides 
on Tribal Land

By MSU News Services

-

-
-

-

-
-
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As you plant new crops, take care of calving, or 
add to your herd, we’re here to help you get the 
equipment, facilities and operating cash you need 
to grow. 

Visit with our ag lending professionals to help you 
build your operation. 

Give us a call: we’ll provide peace of mind to keep 
you growing in today’s farm and ranch economy.

774-4100  www.asbt.com
223 Main Street    Williston, North Dakota

Member
FDIC

Helping you grow

AARON GRANLEY DUSTIN FROELICHDUSTY BERWICK ROB RUDE
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An IRA here, a former job’s 401(k) there—are your 
retirement assets scattered? If so, it could cost you 
time, extra paperwork and fees.

Take control. Keep your tax-deferred status by rolling 
your retirement assets into a Thrivent Financial 
Rollover IRA. You may get more investment options 
and save some money too.

Let’s talk about our Rollover IRAs and our special 
offer1 to waive certain fees under particular 
conditions. Contact us today at  
877-433-6143 to learn how we can help you.

MULTIPLE IRAs AND 401(k)s?
Consider a roll and take control

25830C  R3-14

1 IRAs invested in the Thrivent Mutual Funds are “FEE-FREE” each year when 
you transfer or roll over $10,000 or more in assets between January 1, 2014, 
and April 30, 2014. This offer applies to Thrivent traditional, SEP, SIMPLE and 
Roth IRAs and 403(b) accounts. Assets over $50,000 are not subject to a 
custodial fee.

Securities and investment advisory services are offered through Thrivent 
Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55415, a 
FINRA and SIPC member and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial, 
the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Thrivent 
Financial representatives are registered representatives of Thrivent Investment 
Management Inc. For additional important information, visit Thrivent.com/
disclosures.
You may have several choices on what to do with your retirement account when 
you leave your employer: leave the money in your former employer’s plan; roll 
over the assets to your new employer’s plan; cash out your account value; 
or roll over to an IRA. Consult your tax advisor to review the tax impacts and 
differences in services, fees and expenses between each of the choices before 
you make a decision.

Harvey Senn, CLTC®, FIC, LUTCF 
Financial Associate 
406-433-6143

Ron Gebhardt, FIC, CLTC® 
Financial Associate
406-433-5287 

1050 S Central Ave
Sidney, MT 59270
877-433-6143 

MFU Members 
Return from 
National 
Farmers Union 
Convention

Submitted by Sandy Courtnage
Communications Director

Montana Farmers Union (MFU) President Alan Merrill 
and 14 MFU members traveled to the National Farmers 
Union convention in Santa Fe, NM, which was held March 
8-11, 2014. 

 In addition to Merrill, the group included six delegates 

national public policy.  Delegates included Brett Dailey, 
Jordan, MFU board representative; Calvin Lane, Molt, 
MFU board representative; Jay Buckley, Great Falls; 
Jacob Cowgill, Power; Kristie Rutledge, Big Sandy; and 
Maggie Shane, Great Falls, youth delegate.  William 

NFU Policy Committee.
Other MFU members joining President Merrill at the 

convention include:  Donna Dailey, Jordan; Katie and Jeff 
Bangs, Inverness, FUE Young Couple representatives; 
and Paul Kanning, Flaxville, NFU Beginning Farmer In-

were Delisa Clampitt, MFU Education Director; and Chris 
Christiaens, MFU Legislative and Special Projects.  Violet 
Green, Carter, also attended as a member of the National 
Youth Advisory Council.

“Every year we look forward to helping shape the 
policy discussion at the national organizational level,” said 
Merrill.  “There were great presentations and workshops, 
including U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack, who talked about the important aspects of the 
Farm Bill that are yet to be implemented.”

Special Orders of Business adopted at the conven-
tion included policy statements on the International Year 
of Family Farming, Implementation of the 2014 Farm 
Bill, Immigration Reform, Trade Policy, Animal Disease 
Protection and Research, Renewable Fuel Standard, 
Reform of the Beef Checkoff, and Sequestration.  More 
detail on the Special Orders is available at http://www.
nfu.org/policy-nfu/special-orders-of-business.

-

-

-

Objectives

Criteria  

-

The head gate upstream from the diversion dam at Intake.
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Don't lose pounds to infertile
or subfertile bulls. All bulls 

should have a breeding
soundness exam each year. 
Bulls can be fertile one year

& go bad the next. 
We can test your bulls according to Society for 
Theriogenolgy (reproduction) standards. When we 
test bulls we will:
1. Measure the scrotal circumference
2. Palpate internal sex organs
3. Inspect penis & sheath for warts & other problems
4. Collect sperm & observe them under high power 
microscope for abnormalities.
We do bulls from 12 months to 12 yrs. of age. Larger 
groups of bulls can be done on your ranch. Individuals 
& trailer loads can be done Monday-Friday in the 
clinic. PLEASE CALL AHEAD!

Western
Veterinary Clinic

Williston, ND • 701-572-7878 or 1-800-828-6681
Doctors Lee Garbel, Jody Smith, Charlie Noland, Heidi Miller & Shayla Sorenson

www.unitedprairie.coop888.627.3949

Serving  You in Western North Dakota Since 1929
Located at 241 West Main Street in New Town

United Prairie Cooperative’s
Ag/Hardware Division

• Open for retail business 7 days a week!
• Return profits to the customers in the form of patronage
• We are customer driven, adding hundreds of new items requested by 
  customers and we stock a unique assortment of products that can’t be 
  found anywhere else in the area.
• From agriculture supplies, gates, trailers, hardware tools, bolts, shovels, 
  boots and much more!

Hours:  Monday - Sunday, 6am - 7pm

When you need more than a bull.
We’re here to offer you a program that encompasses all of your needs. 

Selling 30 AngusSelling 100 Charolais

Backed by the best we have to offer...Our Reputation.

Rambur Charolais

eeeelllllllllliiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggg   3333300000000000    AAAAAnnnnnnnggggggggggggggggguuuuuuuuuuussssssssssss

Rambur CharolaisRC  sssssss

Don’t Miss OurPRE-SALE GATHERING

at the Sale Facility

Saturday April 12, 2014

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeeeeeeeeeeellllllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnggggggggggggggg  111111111100000000000000000   CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCChhhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrroooooollllllaaaaaaaaaaiiiiiiiiissssssss

S t d A iiil 12
36th Annual Bull Sale

Lot 3 Lot 115

Lower Yellowstone  
Diversion Dam Fish Passage

By Tie Shank
What do you get when you combine 225 miles of 

laterals, 118 miles of drains, the Lower Yellowstone Di-
version Dam, Thomas Point Pumping Plant and the main 
canal? The answer is, The Lower Yellowstone Project. 
Approximately one-third of the project lands are in western 
North Dakota and the remaining two-thirds are located in 
east-central Montana. 

of Reclamation, “This project is authorized as a single-pur-
pose project to furnish a dependable supply of irrigation 
water for 53,000 acres of fertile land along the west bank 
of the Yellowstone River.” It delivers water diverted from 
the river to irrigate roughly 400 farms in North Dakota and 
Montana. 

The Lower Yellowstone Diversion Dam is located 
approximately 16 miles downstream of Glendive, MT. The 

-
mains in place and requires rock to be added regularly to 
maintain the water level required to divert irrigation water 
from the river. 

has impeded movements of pallid sturgeon upstream since
its construction.” 

Pallid Sturgeon with its unique dinosaur-like appear-
ance was listed as Endangered under the Endangered 

and Wildlife Service. 
This endangered species was historically present in

only two adults have been recorded following the historic 

has created the urgency to provide a safe passage of the 
Pallid Sturgeon to a spawning habitat located 165 miles 
upstream on the Yellowstone River. 

Additional data has revealed that on average 500,000 
-
-

in the design and construction of the Lower Yellowstone 
Project for the purposes of ecosystem restoration. 

The Lower Yellowstone Diversion Dam raises the water 
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APRIL 9, 2014
1:00 PM • GDAR SALE BARN • SIDNEY, MT

SELLING 100 BULLS
Bulls Bred For:

Gentle Disposition       Calving Ease
Maternal Strength      Soundness & Longevity

DFA HERO 6017

ggggggggggggg

SITZ GAME DAY 334Y

BAR JV ANGUS
14043 County Rd. 340 • Fairview, MT 59221

Jim Vitt 406-798-3653
Dale Vitt 406-798-3398  406-480-5676 C

djvitt@midrivers.com

For More Information, Contact:

Other Sires:
WMR Timeless 458   RA Identity Z79

Sitz JLS Upward 631X   RA Lead On W5   
Sitz Upward 307R   DFA Hero 6017

Sitz Game Day 334Y   Pine Creek Ideal 1133 
GDAR CJD Alliance 0712

gggggg yyyyyyyyyyyyy

APEX WINDY 078

ANNUAL BULL SALEWest Plains Inc, Border Plains Equipment,  

& Northern Plains Equipment 

Used Air Drill, Tillage, and Tractor Sale 

Over 100 Units to Choose From 

Case IH, John Deere, Bourgault, New Holland, and Flexi Coil 

Special Offer-24 Month Interest Wavier on Select Air Drills OAC 

April 1st to April 30th 2014 

Go to our website and click on “Special Sale Items” to see a full listing of 

all the units or call one 0f our Sales Representatives today. 

borderplains.com     westplains.com  npend.com 

Border Plains Equipment   West Plains Inc            Northern Plains Equipment 

Stanley, ND 701-628-2950   Beach, ND 701-872-4154  Mandan, ND  

Williston, ND 701-774-0957   Bowman, ND 701-523-3296  701-663-9864  

Glasgow, MT 406-228-9341   Dickinson, ND 701-483-8741  npend.com 

borderplains.com    Hettinger, ND 701-567-4505 

      westplains.com 

WUD119-’08 60’ CIH AXT700 W/ADX3380-$78,000 47167W-’08 55’ Bourgault 3310 W/6550-$220,000 

UT750-’12 CIH 550 QUAD-$340,000 15378W-’10 CIH 535 Triples-$227,000 

47161W 43’ JD 1895 W/ 1910-$113,000 

WUT704 – ’12 CIH 600 QUAD - $403,000  
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Wheat Stem Sawfly Devastations Lead  
To Another International Conference at MSU

Submitted by MSU News Service

-

-

-

-

-

Montana Nutrition Conference, 
Livestock Forum set for  
April 22, 23 at Bozeman

MSU News Service
Submitted by Rachel Endecott 

Montana Nutrition Conference and Livestock Forum in 
Bozeman.

The conference will begin the afternoon of Tuesday, 
April 22, and run through the morning of Wednesday, April 
23, at the GranTree Inn, 1325 N. 7th Avenue.

Speakers will cover a wide variety of topics, including 
water quality and mineral supplementation, the importance 
of mycotoxins in Montana, treating low quality forages to 
improve feeding quality, applying genomic selection, estate 
planning, the October 2013 blizzard in South Dakota, and 
the future of feed-grade antibiotics in livestock. 

The Tuesday evening program will feature Carrie Mess, 
a Wisconsin dairy farmer and blogger, and Ryan Goodman, 
manager of communications at the Montana Stockgrowers 
Association, speaking on “Social Media: Understanding 
the Power of Reaching Our Customers.” Two scholarships 
sponsored by the Montana Feed Association will also be 
awarded.

The conference is organized by Montana State Uni-
versity Extension Beef Cattle Specialist Rachel Endecott 
in conjunction with the Montana Feed Association.

Cost to attend both days of the conference is $115. 
Attendees can register online with a credit card at https://
www.montana.edu/nutrition. A conference brochure is avail-
able at http://animalrange.montana.edu/conferences.htm

The schedule and speakers are:
Tuesday, April 22

11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. -- Registration
12:30 p.m. -- Welcome
1 to 2 p.m. -- Water Quality and Mineral Supplemen-

tation. Mark Petersen, USDA-ARS Fort Keogh 
2 to 3 p.m. -- Mycotoxins: Importance in Montana –

Barry Jacobsen, MSU 
3 p.m. -- Break 
3:15 to 4:15 p.m. – Treating Low Quality Forages to 

Improve Feeding Quality. Tim Bodine, Performix Nutrition 
4:15 to 5:15 p.m. -- Application of Genomic Selection: 

New Frontiers in Animal Breeding. Jennifer Thomson, MSU
5:30 p.m. -- Social
6:30 p.m. -- Dinner and program
Scholarship presentations 
Evening speakers:  Social Media – Understanding the 

power of reaching our customers. Carrie Mess, Wisconsin 

dairy farmer, and Ryan Goodman, manager of communi-
cations, Montana Stockgrowers Association

Wednesday, April 23
7 to 8 a.m. -- Breakfast, grad student poster judging
8 to 9:30 a.m. -- Think You Know Who Gets Your 

Property When You Die? Think Again…Even If You Have 
a Will! Marsha Goetting, MSU

9:30 a.m. -- Break  
9:45 to 10:45 a.m. -- October 2013 Blizzard in South

Dakota State University
10:45 to 11:45 a.m. -- Using Feed-Grade Antibiotics in

Livestock: What Changes Should We Prepare For? Russ 
Daly, SDSU 

11:45 a.m. to noon – Presentation of graduate student 

Noon -- Conference wrap-up 
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Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack Announces Increased
Opportunity for Producers as part of New Farm Bill 

MSU Extension Posts Video On Mixed Cover Crops
Agriculture experts with Montana State University have 

released a short video about mixed species cover crops po-

research. 
Producers are increasingly planting cover crops to im-

prove soil quality, help manage weeds or pests and provide 
livestock forage. Replacing summer fallow with a cover crop 
can decrease saline seeps, nitrate leaching and erosion, while 
increasing soil organic matter and microbial activity. 

“Until recently, the focus of cover crop research has 
been on single species legume cover crops as a soil building 
tool,” said Perry Miller, professor in the Department of Land 
Resources and Environmental Sciences. 

By seeding annual legumes, such as pea or lentil early in 

wheat yield and protein the following year can be comparable 
to following summer fallow.

Legume cover crops are known to provide nitrogen. 

may increase soil organic matter at a greater rate. Tap-rooted 

see if they can help reduce compaction, while brassicas such 
as canola and radish provide ground cover to reduce weed 
establishment and evaporation. 

certain functions better than others,” said Clain Jones, Exten-
sion soil fertility specialist at MSU. 

“A cover crop mix might also stimulate soil biological 

enough into the project to know this,” said Susan Tallman, a 
graduate student and researcher on this project. 

This study, funded by USDA Western Sustainable Agri-
culture Research and Education, is focused on growers in the
golden triangle as an area with high potential for use of cover 
crops to reduce fallow. Growers have expressed interest in 
using cover crops to increase soil organic matter to improve 
water holding capacity, nutrient availability and other potential

not work well for our production systems and whether mixed 

legume monocultures,” said Jones. 
A potential disadvantage of cover crops is that in the

short term they may use precious stored soil water, possibly 

If you are interested in using cover crops, contact Jones,
your local Extension agent, or your local Natural Resources 

with a list of cover crops that will grow in a given region, as 

The 7-minute video is posted on YouTube at http://youtu.
be/JWMT-uXyWZM. More information on cover crops and this 

http://landresources.
montana.edu/soilfertility/ under “cover crops.” 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced 
increased opportunity for producers as a result of the 2014 

the rural economy. These improvements to our Farm Loan 
Programs will help a new generation begin farming and grow 

announcement represents just one part of a series of invest-
ments the new Farm Bill makes in the next generation of ag-
riculture, which is critical to economic growth in communities 
across the country.”

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands 
of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue operations, 

loan limits, and emphasizing beginning and socially disad-
vantaged producers.   

Changes that will take effect immediately include:
Elimination of loan term limits for guaranteed operating 

loans.

the median farm size. 
-

ship Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular Direct Farm 

Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm

Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth

Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent 
borrowers from obtaining additional loans from the federal 
government.

Increase of the guarantee amount on Conservation Loans 
-

taged borrowers and beginning farmers.
Microloans will not count toward loan term limits for vet-

erans and beginning farmers.

the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA Farm Bill website 
for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs.
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Federal Direct Tax 
Montana

Personal, Business and Agricultural 
Accounting and Taxes

New to the area, Montana raised,
years of experience!

Walk-Ins Welcome For Tax Preparation
or call for appointment

www.federaldirecttaxmontana.com

For All 
Your
Heavy 
Truck
& Trailer Parts & Service

ALLSTATE PETERBILT
13579 58th St. NW • Williston, ND
Just North of the New Love’s Truck Stop
701-774-0225 • 1-888-894-3511
Mon-Fri: 7am - 7pm • Sat: 8am - 3pm

Agriculture, Oilfield & MORE

Williston, ND • 701.572.8354 | 866.572.8354

Zahl, ND
701.694.4111

Wildrose, ND
701.539.2272

Culbertson, MT
406.787.6606

Fairview, MT
701.844.5775

Savage, MT
406.776.2489

www.horizonresources.coop

The Montana Department of Agriculture announced 
that funding is available and applications will be accepted 
to enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops. After 
receiving funding from the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), the state will disburse $305,000 to 
successful applicants through a competitive grant process.  

Specialty crops are fruits and vegetables, culinary 
and medicinal herbs, dried fruits, horticultural, and nursery 

-
sively cultivated and used by people for food, medicinal 

crops is available, along with a companion list of ineligible 
commodities, on the USDA website.

Proposed projects must enhance the competitiveness 
of U.S. grown specialty crops in either domestic or foreign 

research, promotion, marketing, nutrition, trade enhance-
ment, food safety, plant health, education, “buy local” 
programs, conservation, or product development.  

Other areas of particular interest to the department 
include nutritional improvements, especially for children, 

systems, development of good agricultural practices, pest 
and disease control, and development of organic and sus-
tainable production practices. See a complete description 
of eligible and previously-funded projects at agr.mt.gov/agr/

Funding is available to interested state and/or local 
organizations, academia, producer associations, commu-
nity based organizations, specialty crop stakeholders, and
local, state, and federal government entities.  

Grant proposals are due to the Montana Department 
of Agriculture by close of business on May 21, 2014. For
more information, eligibility guidelines, and resources, visit 
agr.mt.gov/agr/Producer/GrantsLoans/SCBG or contact 
Angelyn DeYoung, Specialty Crop Block Grant Program 
Manager, at (406) 444-2402.

Projects will be evaluated by the department and a 
technical review committee. Approved proposals will be 
forwarded to the USDA. Successful applicants will be 

is to protect producers and consumers, and to enhance 
and develop agriculture and allied industries. For more
information on the Montana Department of Agriculture,
visit www.agr.mt.gov. 

State’s First Rabies Case Serves 
As Good Vaccination Reminder

Specialty Crop Funding Available, MT Dept. 
of Ag is Accepting Grant Applications

Submitted by Steve Merritt
 

week for Big Horn County, should serve as a good reminder 
for pet owners to review vaccination records for their dogs, 
cats and ferrets.

get it taken care of now.”
Based on statistics from the past three years, rabies 

generally makes an appearance in early spring, then the 
number of reported cases increases until a peak in late 
summer.

in the summer when the potential for pet/wildlife interac-
tions is highest,” Szymanski said.  “The number of reported 
cases peaks in July, August and September, when we have 

of year (see attached chart of rabies cases by month).”

outdoors with your pets, or if your pets spend any time
-

save you from having to make tough decisions regarding 
your pet, as non-vaccinated animals or those past due for 
vaccination must either be euthanized or placed under a 

-
pected rabid animal. 
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© 2007 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of
CNH America LLC. CNH Capital is a trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT
Sidney, MT • 2429 W. Holly • 406-488-4400 

1-800-624-6540 • Visit our web site at tri-cnty.com

USED TRACTORS
1979 JD 4840, 3 pt, PTO ................................................$22,500
2008 CaseIH 435 Steiger, 710 duals, full auto guidance, HID 
lights, luxury cab, 1987hrs ...........................................$210,000

1982 JD 4440, 3pt, 3 remote, quad range, new paint, duals, 
11631hrs .......................................................................$25,000

2005 CaseIH MX255, MFD, 3pt, 3638hrs, 480/80R42 Duals w/
CaseIH LX780 loader & grapple ...................................$108,000

Bobcat T190 track loader, cab, auxilary hydraulics, 2002hrs ... $22,000
IH Hydro 70, gas engine, new tires, dual loader, grapple .............$10,000
2004 Case IH MX255, 4200 Hrs, 0 Hrs on new engine, 3pt. ..$110,000
2009 Case IH Maximum 110, loader, grapple, MFD ... Just Traded!

USED MISCELLANEOUS
2009 Rem 3700 Grain Vac, good condition, 120 hrs. ......$23,000
Farmhand 25’ mulcher ....................................................$11,500
(2) John Deere 2700 disc grippers, 7 shank ........... $22,000 each

USED SEEDING & SPRAYING
Concord 4710 Drill, 3000 tow behind cart, hydraulic drive ....$30,000
2005 Brandt 2SB4000, suspended boom, 90’, 1500 gal. tank ......$25,000
2005 CaseIH SPX 4410 self propelled sprayer, 1200 gal., 90’ 
booms, Raven Auto Trac, 5700 Hrs, consigned ..............$95,000

Summers 2pt sprayer, 88’ booms, 500 gal tank, Dickey John 
monitor ...........................................................................$6,500

Monosem 6 row, 24” planter ............................................... CALL

USED HARVEST EQUIPMENT
2005 CaseIH 2388, 1267R/1506E hrs., chopper, yield & 
moisture monitor, very good cond. ...................................... CALL
w/ 2005 2042 35’ draper head ............................................ CALL

USED HAYING EQUIPMENT
JD 4895 Windrower, 1641 Hrs, 18' dual knife loader ... Just Traded
2007 Case IH WDX 1203 Windrower w/18' header, 600hrs ... Just Traded
2008 CaseIH RB564 round baler, 8700 bales, mesh wrap, 
wide pickup, endless belts, hydraulic pickup lift, central lube .... $29,900
2006 RBX563 Round Baler, wide pickup, mesh wrap, 
endless belts, 8,000 bales, good cond. ...........................$26,000
CIH RBX 563 baler, mesh, wide pickup............................$25,000
1990 Hesston 560 Round Baler .........................................$5,500
2011 Haybuster 2650, hydraulic chute lift, big tires, very good 
condition .......................................................................$16,000

2008 Vermeer Processor, BP8000 ..................................$10,500
2003 CaseIH RBX562, MeshWrap, Like New ...................$24,500
1999 CaseIH RS561 .......................................................$12,500
1995 CaseIH 8465 ............................................................$8,995
1994 CaseIH 8480 Softcore ..............................................$6,995

USED MOWERS
Artsway Belly Mower, 6’, mounts for a Farmall C ......... Consigned 
Grasshopper 618, 52” Deck, Bagger ................................$4,500

Dixie Chopper LT 2500, 50” Deck .....................................$5,500

Case IH WD1203 Windrower CaseIH 8230 
Combine

Farmall 110A w/loader

SOLD!

Skidsteers, Snow 
Buckets, Snow Blowers

Precision Spray 100 & 160

Steiger 550 Quad NEW Thunder Creek Fuel Trailer
750 Gal & 990 Gal

By Tim Petry, Livestock Marketing Economist
NDSU Extension Service

North Dakota beef cow numbers increased for the 
second straight year, but U.S. numbers continued an 
eight-year decline.

-
tural Statistics Service (NASS) released the much-antici-
pated “Cattle” report on Jan. 31. The report documented 
numbers for all classes of cattle on U.S. farms and ranches 
as of Jan. 1. It was anxiously awaited because the July 
2013 “Cattle” report was not issued by NASS due to budget 
reductions. The good news is that NASS has indicated it 
will reinstate the July 2014 “Cattle” report.

expected: another decline in the U.S. cattle herd. The 
inventory of all cattle and calves was 87.7 million head, 
down 1.8 percent from one year ago and the smallest total 
U.S. cattle herd since 1951. However, it should be noted 
that beef production totaled 25.7 billion pounds in 2013, 
compared with just 8.6 billion in 1951. The nearly 26 billion 
pounds in 2013 is just less than the record 27 billion pounds 
produced in 2002, so the beef industry produces much 
more beef with the same number of cattle that existed in 
the 1950s.

The makeup of the U.S. cow herd is much different 
today than it was 1951. In 1951, there were 18.5 million 
beef cows and 23.6 million milk cows for a total of just 
more than 42 million cows. In 2014, there are more than 29 
million beef cows and 9.2 million milk cows for a total 38.25 
million head. The dairy industry also has gotten much more 

milk produced, compared with 201 billion pounds in 2013.
The U.S. beef cow herd declined to 255,000 head on 

Jan. 1, 2014, which is just 0.9 percent below the previous 
year. Contrast that to the 3 percent decline reported on 
Jan. 1, 2013, and a more than 2 percent decline in 2012, 
when a severe drought in the southern Plains expanded 
into much of the U.S. cattle-producing area.

half of 2013 because drought conditions in many areas 
improved and feed costs moderated, so herd rebuilding, 
or restocking may be a better word, began in areas where 
grazing conditions allowed for it.

While U.S. beef cow numbers declined, beef cows in 
North Dakota increased to 943,000, which is up by 21,000 
head as of Jan. 1, 2014. This was the second year of in-
creasing beef cow numbers in the state. Beef cow numbers 
went up 60,000 head as of Jan. 1, 2013, compared with the 
previous year. U.S. beef cow numbers fell 862,000 during 

that same time because of the severe drought conditions in
the southern Plains. The 943,000 head in North Dakota in 
2014 is the highest since 2005, when there were 947,000 
beef cows.

Also interesting is that, on Jan. 1, 2013, beef cow 

increased. However, by 2014, all neighboring states lost 

regional trend.
North Dakota ranked ninth in U.S. beef cow numbers 

as of Jan. 1, 2014. This is up from 13th place in 2010.
In the top 10 beef cow states, cow numbers increased 

in four states and declined in six states. The largest de-
crease in cow numbers occurred in Texas, which is the
top beef cow state, because it suffered several years of 
drought. Texas lost 105,000 beef cows. That, coupled with 
losses of 550,000 and 460,000 cows in the previous two 
years, means that beef cow numbers in Texas fell by more
than 1 million head. Beef cow numbers went from 5.03 mil-
lion in 2011 down to 3.91 million in 2014. No. 4 Nebraska 

severe October blizzard) declined by 53,000 head, No.
6 Montana lost 30,000 cows, eighth-place Kentucky lost 
16,000, and No. 10 Iowa declined by 40,000 head.

The largest increase in beef cows occurred in sev-
enth-place Kansas, with an additional 86,000 head. In-
creases also were recorded in No. 2 Missouri with 63,000 
head, third-place Oklahoma at 51,000, and No. 9 North
Dakota with 21,000 head.

The number of heifers kept for U.S. beef cow replace-
ment, at just under 5.5 million head, was up 90,200 head or 
1.7 percent. This was the third straight year of increasing
beef cow replacements and the highest number since 2009.

The 2013 U.S. calf crop was estimated at 33.9 million 
head, which is down 1 percent from 2012. The smaller 
calf crop, along with increased heifer retention and fewer 
feeder cattle imports, resulted in a 2.7 percent decrease 
in feeder cattle outside of feedlots on Jan. 1.

Lower inventories are supporting record high cattle 
prices that may encourage herd rebuilding. However, 
Mother Nature is in charge of the moisture conditions 
necessary for that to happen. It is very dry in much of the
southwestern part of the U.S. California is experiencing a 
record- breaking drought despite recent rainfall.

Much of the rest of the cattle-producing regions, in-
cluding the southwestern part of North Dakota, is less than
a year removed from drought conditions, so ample spring 
and summer rainfall will be necessary for the U.S. beef
herd to increase by January 2015.

Market Advisor:

N.D. Bucks U.S. Trend  
of Declining Beef Cows
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1321 W. Dakota 
Parkway
Williston, ND
701-572-7711
1-800-735-4940

To make an appointment with any of these 
specialists call 701-572-7711.

Re-Inventing

Health

3 - Dr. Mark Noel
  - Audiology Services

4 - Dr. Ravindra Joshi
  - Orthopedist

8 - Dr. Erdal Diri
  - Rheumatologist

10 - Dr. Emad Dodin
  - Interventional Cardiology

14 - Dr. Aaron Albers
  - Podiatrist

17 - Dr. Mark Noel
  - Audiology Services

22 - Dr. Erdal Diri
  - Rheumatologist

24 -Dr. Robert Percell
  - Pacemaker Check

Visiting 
Physicians

• April 2014 •

3104 164th Ave SE Harwood, ND 58042

Andrew Smith TODAY!

(701) 872-3248

Corn & Soybean 
Seed Specifically 
Selected for the 

Northern Grower

Get Your Equipment
Ready For Spring With

Shell Lubricants

To protect your equipment and your livelihood, rely on premium
Shell oils and fluids: ROTELLA® T Multigrade Motor Oils, SPIRAX®
HD Gear Oils, RETINAX® WR2 Greases, DONAX® TD Transmission
Fluids and SHELLZONE® All-Season Antifreeze. So you can stay
out of the shop and in the fields.

Sidney, Montana • 901 3rd St. NE • On The Truck By-Pass • 406-433-4376

Cross Petroleum
24 Hour Self Serve Pumps • Most Major Credit Cards As Well As Our Local Card Accepted.

WSC 4th Annual Carcass 
Challenge is Underway

By Tie Shank
th Annual Carcass Chal-

lenge is underway at the Hovde Feedlot near Arnegard, ND.  
The following livestock producers have donated calves to 
the program this year.  

Aaron & Shelby Jacobson of Noonan, ND

Bradley Rosenquist of Columbus, ND
Jonathan Enget of Stanley, ND
Helen Glasoe of Wildrose, ND
Mark & Shelley Ellis of Williston, ND
Curt & Nancy of Severson of Cartwright, ND
Brent Svangstu of Noonan, ND
Chuck Hanson of Noonan, ND
Gerald Rosenquist of Columbus, ND
Galen Rosenquist of McGregor, ND
Dennis Jacobson of Wildrose, ND
Dave & Kristi Clark of Froid, MT
Shane Clark of Froid, MT
“The Williston State College Agriculture Program and I 

are so appreciative of all the support from these producers 
and of the producers who have donated in previous years,” 
stated Agriculture Program Coordinator Kim Murphy.  

“Not only do these calves raise money for the Agricul-
ture Ambassador program, but they also serve as a learning 
tool for the agriculture classes,” commented Murphy. “The 

students go out to the feedlot to learn about how they are 
processed, fed and handled.  They feed them the same 
rations, weigh and process them monthly and then study 
the data to determine the average daily gain of each calf.”

When the calves are ready to be processed, they are
taken to Prairie Packing in Williston and sold as quarters, 
halves or wholes. Awards are then given out to the produc-
ers who donated the calf with the highest daily gain and 
the calf with the best carcass data (determined by which 
one would sell highest on the grid).  

The Carcass Challenge was put in place to raise funds 
to start the Agriculture Ambassador Program at WSC.  The
Agriculture Ambassador Program is made up of students 
who have an interest in agriculture and are willing and able 
to advocate for agriculture as an industry.  The students
visit local classrooms and organizations and teach them 
the importance of agriculture. Agriculture Ambassadors are 
also available for recruiting opportunities.

Murphy states, “The Carcass Challenge has been a 
very successful program and has allowed the Agriculture 
Ambassadors an opportunity to get up and running!”

-
lenge, the Agriculture Ambassador Program or about
making a donation to support the program, please contact 

State, National Park Service to 
Develop New Bison Management Plan

Submitted by Steve Merritt
Montana Department of Livestock

The National Park Service (NPS) and the State of Mon-
tana (State) have agreed to prepare a joint Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) to consider possible changes 
for managing wild Yellowstone bison and the non-native 
disease brucellosis.

The process will allow the NPS and the State to ac-
count for substantial new information and changed circum-
stances since the implementation of the Interagency Bison 

in the creation of a plan to replace the IBMP.
The NPS and the State will be working within the 

guidelines of both the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) 
in preparing the EIS. 

A notice will be published in the Federal Register later 
this year announcing the start of public scoping, which is 
an opportunity early in the planning and EIS process for
the public, organizations, and other agencies to suggest 
issues and alternatives that should be considered by the 
NPS and the State. 

The purpose of management is to conserve a viable 
wild population of Yellowstone bison while continuing to 
reduce the risk of brucellosis transmission to cattle, damage 
to property, and threats to human safety. 

The NPS and the State will continue to implement the 
current IBMP with agreed upon adaptive management
changes until new Federal and State Records of Decision 
are signed at the conclusion of this environmental planning
and review process.
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GET READY FOR SPRING PLANTING!

SUNRISE EQUIPMENT
2900 W. Holly, Sidney • 406-488-3112 • 1-800-967-3597• www.sunriseequipment.biz

AUGER  &  GRAIN  VAC  SALE !

Trust Brandt for 

industry-leading 

augers that just 

won’t stop!

2007 JD 8430, Powershift, MFWD, 3pt hitch w/ quick hitch, 5 hyd’s, PTO, 
380/96R50 duals, front duals ................................................$185,000

2000 JD 5510 (75 PTO HP) sync shuttle trany, MFWD, 3pt hitch, 18.4x30 
singles ...................................................................................$21,500

2012 JD 7130 (110 HP), 16 speed powerquad trany, MFWD, 3pt hitch, 3 
hyds, dual PTO, 18.4x38 singles, factory warranty, low hours. NEW JD 
H360 loader, 8’ bucket, grapple, mech joystick ...................$118,900

2003 JD 7320 (105 PTO HP), 3pt hitch, 3 hyd’s, dual PTO, 18.4 x 38 
singles, 741 loader, 8’ bucket, grapple and joystick ............$69,500

2008 JD 7330 (125 PTO HP) IVT trany, MFWD, 3 pt hitch, 3 hyraulics, dual PTO, 
18.4X38 singles, JD 741 SL loader, 8’ bucket, grapple, joystick.....$109,500

1) 2012 JD S660 combines, 520/85r38 duals, Contour master, low low 
hours .....................................................................................CALL

2012 JD S660 combine,520/85r38 duals, contour master, 630R platform 
pickup reel ............................................................................CALL

2006 JD 9660 STS, 520/85r38 duals .........................................CALL
2000 JD 9750 STS, 30.5x32 duals, chopper ..............................CALL
2002 JD 9650 STS, 800/65X32 Singles, Chopper, Grain Tank Ext .....CALL
1990 JD 9600, 30.5x32 singles, chopper, chaff spreader ...CALL
1989 JD 9600 with chopper, 30.5x32 duals, 960 McDon draper 

header ............................................................................CALL
2013 JD 635FD, draper platform with HHS in rigid ...................CALL
2013 640 FD, draper platform, no HHS in rigid ..........................CALL
2012 635 FD draper platform, no HHS .......................................CALL
2010 JD 630R platform, pickup reel..........................................CALL
(2) 2004 JD 635F Flex platform, 35’ ..........................................CALL
1998 JD 930 platform with pickup reel .....................................CALL
2009 Case IH 2010 Rigid Platform, Bat Reel, Less than 100 Hours ......$20,OOO
1997 Macdon 960D platform .....................................................CALL

1995 JD 8970 (400 eng HP), powershift trany, 4 hyds, 520/ 85R42 
duals .................................................................................. $69,500

JD 610/787 air hoe drill, 40’, 230 bu.........................................$45,000
2001 JD 1900/1820 air hoe drill, 53’ and 270 bu ......................$62,500
Flexicoil 5000/2320 Air Hoe Drill, 57’,7.2” Spacing (lot 

F625) ................................................................... $42,500
JD 787/730 Air Disk Drill, 36’, 6” spacing, 170 bushel tank .....$16,500
(2) JD 9350 disk drills, 8’ units, fertilizer, hitch .......................$4,750
(3) JD 9350 disc drills, 10’ units, 6” spacing, fertilizer, JD transport 

hitch .................................................................................... $11,500

JD480B forklift, gas, 28’ mast, side shift, fresh overhaul .........$8,950
2012 JD XUV 825i gator, camo, only 54 miles ..........................$16,000
2009 Brandt 10x60 Swing away auger ......................................$11,500
Nile 3pt ditcher ..........................................................................$3,950
Diamond 72” & 62” mowers ......................................................$2,500

USED MFWD & 2WD TRACTORS

USED COMBINES

LOADER TRACTORS

SEEDING EQUIPMENT

USED MISCELLANEOUS

USED 4WD DRIVE TRACTORS

Low Rate 
Financing
Available OAC

By Kris Ringwall, Beef Specialist
NDSU Extension Service

Generally, facts do not change and the application 
of facts to life determines success. In other words, life is 
more than luck.

One needs to plan, implement, evaluate and replan 
to stay in touch. That was the essence of the integrated 
resource management program that was very successful 

and the cooperative efforts of the land-grant universities 
across the U.S.

data collection and evaluation followed by appropriate 
managerial adjustments. Integrated resource management 

of cattle operations through effective resource manage-
ment” as noted on the cover of the IRM pocket reference 
that was published in 2001 and sponsored by the National 

concepts do not, thus the facts. The IRM pocket reference 
was a good source of information for the beef producer. 

-
ual has several good points regarding rebreeding cows.

Cow condition is the primary indicator of the success 

paging through the IRM pocket reference, successfully 
breeding a set of cows that have a condition score of 3 or 
lower is not going to happen. Condition score 3 or lower 
cows are cows that have little to no fat cover, with promi-
nent backbone, hips and ribs evident and, in the extreme 
case, are emaciated.

These cows are not candidates for rebreeding and, if 
prominent within a herd, there needs to be a serious dis-
cussion with those who can offer some help. Poor nutrition 
and subsequent health issues would more than likely be 
the foundation of the problem and immediate action must 
be taken to correct the problems.

However, those herds are not the point of this dis-

extremely thin to fat as the cows add condition, the cows 
will advance from those borderline condition score 4 cows 
to a condition score of 5 or 6. Moderately conditioned cows 
(condition score 5 or 6) do not have obviously visible ribs, 
the backbone and hips are smoother and there is no ob-
vious visual evidence of individual bones.

alert and content. These are cows that should be present

of cattle producers to match cow type to the production 
environment.

evaluation of body condition and the analysis of the cost 
of feed to maintain the desired body condition are critical 

body condition scores of 5 or 6, will assure good pregnancy 
rates. The IRM pocket reference indicates that pregnancy 
rates for body condition score 5 cows should be around 86
percent and 93 percent for body condition score 6 cows.

-
-

the current benchmark is 93.6 percent.
The implication would be that the average cow within 

those herds would have a body condition score of 6. The

fact, there would not be a positive return on the feed bill if
the cows are overfed.

Just like in any life form, obesity carries additional 
health risks and should be avoided. That does bring a good 
point and leads a producer to the question and the focus of 
the IRM program as stated earlier, which says “dedicated 

through effective resource management.”

present within the cattle operation optimal in regard to 

still remains for many beef operations because additional 
managerial resources dedicated to proper data collection 

of the operation are needed.

-

should raise an eyebrow.
However, the economic question often remains open.

For more information, contact Ringwall at 1041 State 

BeefTalk: Do the Cows  
Fit the Operation?

Are the dedicated resources and activities that are present within the cattle 
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FESTIVAL 
VENDORS 
NEEDED 

Watford City, North Dakota 
Centennial Festival 

Friday, June 27  & Saturday, June 28 

Looking for Art, Craft & 
Commercial Vendors! 

For a Vendor Application, go to 
www.watfordcitycentennial.com  

or call Amanda Kieson at 701-842-1212 
whippinstitch@yahoo.com 

Two Day 
Registration 

Fee $55 

Serving Farm & Ranch Tire Needs for over 60 Years

•On-The-Farm & In-The-Field Tire Service
•Quality Firestone Tractor and Implement Tires

Western Tire Co.
1601 SOUTH CENTRAL • SIDNEY, MONTANA

433-3858 • Open 7-5:30 M-F & 7-Noon Sat.

�Straight
   Talk
�Honest
   Service
�Fair
   Prices

We're
ready
to
serve
you!

Western Tire Co.
AFTER HOURS CALL FORWARDING TO SERVICE REP

Montana Hail Board Raises 
Coverage and Premiums

Authorizes Department to Negotiate for Reinsurance
On Monday, the Montana Hail Board voted to expand 

coverage, including a slight increase in premiums on hail 
insurance.  

House Bill 189, the board voted unanimously to increase 
per-acreage coverage on non-irrigated land from $50 to $75 
and on irrigated land from $76 to $114 or a 50% increase 
in coverage.   

the legislature granted the board authority last session.  The

pass the motion,” said Board Chair Gary Gollehon.    

1,046 losses totaling more than $14 million from 2013 hail 

at premiums and reserves every 
year to ensure that farmers have 

-

still maintaining some reserves
and expanding coverage,” said 
Ron de Yong, Director, Montana 
Department of Agriculture. 

The board also authorized 
the department to negotiate for 
reinsurance to protect farmers if 
Montana has another extreme 
hail year.  

The Montana state hail in-

to provide basic hail insurance

the state and is self-supporting. 

Commissioner of Insurance Mon-
ica Lindeen, Agriculture Depart-
ment Director Ron de Yong, Chair 
Gary Gollehon, and producers Tru-

A reserve fund is maintained to
provide security for the programs 

For more information about 
state hail insurance, contact the
Montana Department of Agricul-

2402.
The Montana Department of 

producers and consumers, and to 
enhance and develop agriculture 
and allied industries.  For more 
information on the Montana De-

agr.mt.gov.  

The Ag Roundup is a monthly Farm & Ranch Magazine. It is 
delivered to over 10,000 farm & ranch families in Western North
Dakota and Eastern Montana. The advertising and news deadline
for the May 2014 issue is April 29.
Subscription Rate: $15 per year.

Mailing Address:
The Roundup
P.O.Box 1207
Sidney, MT

Located at 111 West Main in Sidney

Telephone:
406-433-3306 or
1-800-749-3306
Fax:
406-433-4114
e-mail:
info@roundupweb.com

About 

The Ag

Roundup
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–Richard & Christy Albin, Sidney

"The pivot should pay for itself fairly quickly."

www.agriindustries.com

Your Full Turnkey Valley® Dealer also offering these services:

“One contractor
to do it all.

No subs needed.”

3105 - 2nd St. W
Williston, ND 58801

701-572-0767

1775 S. Central Ave.
Sidney, MT 59270

406-488-8066

2106 S. Haynes Ave.
Miles City, MT 59301

406-234-2309
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