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Serving Farm & Ranch Tire Needs for over 60 Years

•On-The-Farm & In-The-Field Tire Service
•Quality Firestone Tractor and Implement Tires

Western Tire Co.
1601 SOUTH CENTRAL • SIDNEY, MONTANA

433-3858 • Open 7-5:30 M-F & 7-Noon Sat.

�Straight
   Talk
�Honest
   Service
�Fair
   Prices

We're
ready
to
serve
you!

Western Tire Co.
AFTER HOURS CALL FORWARDING TO SERVICE REP

By Won W. Koo
Chamber of Commerce Distinguished Professor and

Center for Agricultural Policy and Trade Studies
Director NDSU Agribusiness

and Applied Economics Department
The U.S. farm bill has played a very important role in

protecting producers from rapidly changing economic con-
ditions across the world since 1933. The purpose of the
farm bill has been to stabilize net farm income from weather
and commodity market uncertainty.

The U.S. Congress should pass another farm bill in 2012
to replace the current farm legislation (2008 farm bill). How-
ever, economic conditions under which the 2012 farm bill is
being discussed are different from previous farm bills.
In 2002, corn prices averaged $2.32 per bushel and there
was a federal budget deficit of $410 billion. Today, corn prices
are averaging $6.60 per bushel and there is a federal bud-
get deficit of $1.1 trillion. Commodity prices have increased
significantly since 2008. High commodity prices, along with
the large federal budget deficit, could make it difficult to
formulate a new farm bill

The Center for Agricultural Policy and Trade Studies in
the NDSU Department of Agribusiness and Applied Eco-
nomics and U.S. Sen. Kent Conrad organized a conference
titled “2012 Farm Bill: Issues and Challenges” in November
2011 to discuss the direction of a new farm bill under the
large federal budget deficit. During the conference, U.S. Sens.
Conrad, John Hoeven and Amy Klobuchar; U.S. Rep. Rick
Berg; and U.S. Department of Agriculture Undersecretary of
Agriculture Michael Scuse, as well as national leaders of
commodity groups, concluded that the new farm bill should
be centered on a safety net and cost efficiencies.  Because

Spotlight On Economics:
Issues And Challenges
Of The 2012 Farm Bill

crop insurance is a main program pro-
viding a safety net for producers and
is not trade distorting under the World
Trade Organization rules, the speak-
ers said it should be the main com-
ponent of the new farm bill.

However, a large challenge is to
reduce spending under the federal
budget deficit. As of now, there are
no proposals supported by Demo-
crats or Republicans, mainly because
of political and economic reasons. It
is more likely that current legislation
will receive a one-year extension.
Conrad proposed a farm bill alterna-
tive called the Revenue Loss Assis-
tant Program (RLAP).The purpose of
the RLAP is to provide better income
protection and protection from shal-
low loss, which is a decrease in farm
revenue stemming from a gradual de-

crease in commodity prices before the revenue levels un-
der federal crop insurance can be determined.

The RLAP would cover 65 percent of the revenue loss
not covered by crop insurance. The direct payment and
Average Crop Revenue Election program (ACRE) under the
2008 farm bill would be eliminated under the RLAP. It is
simpler in terms of program operation and easier to under-
stand than the current farm legislation because the pro-
gram eliminates direct payments and ACRE. In addition,
government spending under the RLAP is less than under
the current program because of the elimination of various
payments.

The goal of farm legislation is to provide income pro-
tection for producers under increasing uncertainty stem-
ming from intertwining macroeconomic conditions and com-
modity markets under globalization. Also, it must be con-
strained by the federal budget deficit. Currently, agriculture
is experiencing a period of high prices, high income and
general prosperity. However, history tells us that when com-
modity prices soften, production costs generally do not,
which causes a significant drop in farm income.

That scenario happened after high commodity prices in
1973, 1974 and 1996, so a new farm bill is needed to pro-
tect producers adequately from that condition and increas-
ing uncertainty stemming from globalization.
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SUNRISE EQUIPMENT
2900 W. Holly, Sidney • 406-488-3112 • 1-800-967-3597 • www.sunriseequipment.biz

AUGER & GRAIN VAC SALE!

Trust Brandt-for
industry-leading augers

that just won’t stop.

Financing On Used Tractors
AS LOW AS

SPRING INTO SAVINGS!

HAY & FORAGE EQUIPMENT

LOADER TRACTORS

USED MFWD & 2WD TRACTORS 2002 JD 9650 STS, 800/65X32 SINGLES, CHOPPER, GRAIN TANK EXT ......
.......................................................................................................... CALL

JD 8820 COMBINE 30.5X32, 224 PLATFORM ...................................... CALL
1983 JD 7720, 24.5X32, STRAW AND CHAFF SPREADER, 224 PLATFORM .

.......................................................................................................... CALL
2004 CASE IH 2388, AFX ROTOR, 30.5X32 SINGLES, YIELD & MOISTURE
MONITOR ........................................................................................... CALL

2004 JD 893 CORNHEAD ..................................................................... CALL
JD 635F HYDRA-FLEX .......................................................................... CALL
2009 CASE IH 2010 RIGID PLATFORM, BAT REEL, LESS THAN 100 HOURS .

.......................................................................................................... CALL
BISON DOUBLE HEADER TRAILER ..................................................... $3,950

2011 JOHN DEERE 568 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICK-UP, BIG TIRES, NET
WRAP ................................................................................................ CALL

2009 JD 568 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICK-UP, BIG TIRES, NET WRAP ...........
.................................................................................................... $33,500

2008 JD 568 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICK-UP, BIG TIRES, NET WRAP ...........
.................................................................................................... $32,500

2008 JD 568 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICK-UP, BIG TIRES, NET WRAP ...........
.................................................................................................... $31,500

2005 JD 567 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICKUP, NET WRAP ................ $22,500
2000 JD 566 ROUND BALER .......................................................... $14,900
1989 JD 535 ROUND BALER ............................................................  $8500
2002 CASE IH RBX 561 ROUND BALER .......................................... $16,900
1998 VERMEER 605L ....................................................................  $11,500
1993 VERMEER 605K ...................................................................... $7,500
HESSTON 8100  WINDROWER, 16' AUGER PLATFORM, 21' DRAPER
PLATFORM ................................................................................... $19,500

JOHN DEERE 956 ROTARY MOCO, 14.5' ......................................... $16,500
SITREX 12 WHEEL CARTED RAKE ..................................................... $2,750
JOHN DEERE 3960 FORAGE HARVESTER W/3 ROW ROW CROP 30" $11,500
JOHN DEERE 3960 FORAGE HARVESTER ......................................... $2,500
JD 3 ROW ROW CROP HD YELLOW .................................................. $5,500
JOHN DEERE 2 ROW ROW CROP 30" ............................................... $2,250

1994 JOHN DEERE 8570, (250 ENG HP), 4WD, 12 SPD TRANS, 4 HYDS,
20.8X38 DUALS ..........................................................................  $55,000

2001 CASE IH STX 325, POWERSHIFT, PTO, 4 HYDS, 20.8R42 DUALS .........
.................................................................................................... $99,500

2011 JD 8285R (285 ENG HP), POWERSHIFT, MFWD, 3 PT W/ QUICK
HITCH, 4 HYDS, PTO, 380/90R45 DUALS, 380/80R38 FRT, SNGLS LOW
HOURS, FACTORY WARRANTY .................................................... $202,750

2004 JD 7920, (170 HP), IVT TRANS., MFWD, 3 PT W/ QUIK HITCH, 3
HYDS, PTO, 480/80R46 DUALS .................................................... $99,500

2004 JOHN DEERE 7920 (170-HP), IVT TRANS, MFWD, 4-PT HITCH WITH
QUICK HITCH, 4 HYDS, 380/90R50 DUALS ................................... $97,500

976 JD 4630, (150HP), QUADRANGE, 20.8X38, PTO, JD DOZER ... $16,500
973 JOHN DEERE 4430, (125 PTO HP), QUAD RANGE TRANS., DUAL PTO, 2

HYDS, 20.8X34 DUALS ................................................................. $12,500
IH 766, (85 HP), CAB, 2 HYDS, 18.4X34 DUALS, 5' SIDE MOUNT MOWER ...

...................................................................................................... $7,450

2007 JD 7930 (180 HP), IVT TRANS, MFWD, 3 PT HITCH, 3 HYDS, 480/
80R46 DUALS, W/ JD 746 SL LOADER, 9' BUCKET, GRAPPLE JOYSTICK ....
.................................................................................................. $134,500

1994 JD 7800 (145HP), POWERSHIFT TRANS., MFWD, 3 PT HITCH, 3
HYDS, DUAL PTO, 380/90R50 SNGLS, W/ JD 740 SL LOADER, 8' BUCKET,
GRAPPLE, JOYSTICK .................................................................... $59,500

2003 JOHN DEERE 6320 (85 HP), 16 SPEED POWERQUAD TANS W/ LH
REVERSER, MFWD, 3 PT, 3 HYDS, 18.4X30 SGLS, NEW JOHN DEERE 563
LOADER, 7' BUCKET, GRAPPLE ..................................................... $57,500

2008 JD 9770 STS, 520/85R38 DUALS, CONTOUR MASTER, CHOPPER,
LOW HOURS ....................................................................................... CALL

2010 JOHN DEERE 9670 STS, 520/80R38 DUALS, CONTOUR MASTER,
CHOPPER ........................................................................................... CALL

2008 JOHN DEERE 9670 STS W/ 520/80R38 DUALS, CHOPPER .......... CALL
2006 JD 9660STS, DUALS, CHOPPER .................................................. CALL
1992 JD 9600 30.5X32 SINGLES, CHOPPER, CHAFF SPREADER ......... CALL

USED COMBINES

3.6%
OAC

4WD TRACTORS

USDA Announces New Highly
Erodible Cropland Initiative

For Conservation Reserve Program
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has announced

a new conservation initiative to protect up to 750,000
acres of the nation’s most highly erodible croplands.
Vilsack made the announcement via video to attend-
ees of the National Pheasant Fest and Quail Classic,
held Feb. 17-19 in Kansas City, MO. The new initiative
will assist producers with targeting their most highly
erodible cropland (land with an erodibility index of 20
or greater) by enabling them to plant wildlife-friendly,
long-term cover through the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP). Producers can enroll land on a con-
tinuous basis beginning this summer at their local Farm
Service Agency (FSA) county office. With the use of
soil survey and geographic information system data,
local FSA staff can quickly determine a producer’s eli-
gibility for the initiative.

“As we work towards President Obama’s vision for
an economy that is built to last, America’s natural re-
sources must play an important role. Lands in CRP
help support strong incomes for our farmers and ranch-
ers and are the source of good middle class jobs re-
lated to outdoor recreation, hunting, and fishing,” said
Vilsack. “This announcement will strengthen CRP by
focusing on protecting the most environmentally sen-
sitive land. It targets limited resources where they can
make the most difference for farmers, ranchers and to
drive economic growth. I urge landowners who have
highly erodible land to visit their county office to learn
more about this program.”

Lands eligible for this program are typically the least
productive land on the farm. In many cases the most
cost-effective option to reduce erosion is to put the
land into a wildlife friendly cover, which will improve
habitat and reduce sediment and nutrient runoff and
reduce wind erosion. For 25 years, CRP has improved
water and air quality, preserved habitat for wildlife, and
prevented soil erosion. Programs such as CRP are im-
portant conservation safeguards. They prevent the re-
turn of the dust storms of the 1930s and the ravages
of unmitigated gully erosions of our past.

CRP is a voluntary program designed to help farm-
ers, ranchers and other agricultural producers protect
their environmentally sensitive land. Through this ini-
tiative, eligible landowners receive annual rental pay-
ments and cost-share assistance to establish long-
term, resource conserving covers on eligible farmland.
Land can be enrolled on a continuous basis for a pe-
riod of 10 years. Land currently not enrolled in CRP
may be offered in this sign-up provided all eligibility
requirements are met. Current CRP participants with

eligible land expiring on Sept.30, 2012, may make new
contract offers.

CRP has a 25-year legacy of successfully protect-
ing the nation’s natural resources through voluntary
participation, while providing significant economic and
environmental benefits to rural communities across the
United States. Currently, about 30 million acres are
enrolled in CRP.

CRP continues to make major contributions to na-
tional efforts to improve water and air quality, prevent
soil erosion by protecting the most sensitive areas in-
cluding those prone to flash flooding and runoff. At the
same time, CRP has helped increase populations of
pheasants, quail, ducks, and other rare species, like
the sage grouse, the lesser prairie chicken and others.
Highlights of CRP include:

· CRP has restored more than two million acres of
wetlands and two million acres of riparian buffers;

· Each year, CRP keeps more than 600 million
pounds of nitrogen and more than 100 million pounds
of phosphorous from flowing into our nation’s streams,
rivers and lakes.

· CRP provides $1.8 billion annually to landown-
ers—dollars that make their way into local economies,
supporting small businesses and creating jobs; and

· CRP is the largest private lands carbon seques-
tration program in the country. By placing vulnerable
cropland into conservation, CRP sequesters carbon in
plants and soil, and reduces both fuel and fertilizer
usage. In 2010, CRP resulted in carbon sequestration
equal to taking almost 10 million cars off the road.

In 2011, USDA enrolled a record number of acres
of private working lands in conservation programs,
working with more than 500,000 farmers and ranch-
ers to implement conservation practices that clean the
air we breathe, filter the water we drink, and prevent
soil erosion. Moreover, the Obama Administration, with
Agriculture Secretary Vilsack’s leadership, has worked
tirelessly to strengthen rural America, implement the
Farm Bill, maintain a strong farm safety net, and cre-
ate opportunities for America’s farmers and ranchers.
U.S. agriculture is currently experiencing one of its most
productive periods in American history thanks to the
productivity, resiliency and resourcefulness of our pro-
ducers.

Producers are encouraged to contact their local
FSA office or visit FSA’s website at http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp for additional information regard-
ing CRP.
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Roger Nygaard ..... (H) 406-392-5573 • (C) 406-650-7410
Al Franzen ........... (H) 406-482-7444 • (C) 406-489-7444

yellowstonelivestock.com

Sidney, Mt • 406-482-3513
Calves selling at 11 a.m. • Weigh ups to follow

Yellowstone Livestock will set up any special sales
requested by producers. Video sales, stock cow sales,

bred heifer sales, bull sales, dispersion sales.

Wed., May 9 .............................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., May 16 .............................. Sheep & Horse Sale, 1pm

with an Open Consignment
Equipment Auction to follow - Call For Details

Wed., May 23 ...........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., June 6 ............................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., June 20 ..........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Sat., June 23 . Yellowstone Working Horse Performance

Sale at the Richland County Fairgrounds
Following the Neal Hermanson Ranch Rodeo

Unusually Warm Spring May Cause Stored Grain Problems
The warm spring temperatures following a warm winter

may lead to stored grain problems, particularly for grain
that exceeds the recommended storage moisture content
or did not stay cool during the winter.

The storability of grain depends on the grain quality,
moisture content and temperature, says Ken Hellevang, the
North Dakota State University Extension Service’s grain
drying expert. Grain moisture content must decrease as
the grain temperature increases to store grain safely. For
example, the allowable storage time of 17 percent moisture
corn is about 280 days at 40 degrees, 75 days at 60 de-
grees and only 20 days at 80 degrees. Even 15 percent
moisture corn has an allowable storage time of only about
70 days at 80 degrees.

Allowable storage time (AST) is cumulative, so because
some of it was used last fall and during the winter, only a
portion of the AST still remains. The goal should be to keep
the grain as cool as possible, preferably below 40 degrees.

Due to the nice 2011 harvest season, some farmers
only relied on field drying, and some corn was placed in the
bin at moisture contents slightly above the recommended
level for long-term storage. They either used or plan to use
natural air-drying rather than drying the corn in a high-tem-
perature dryer.

“This corn should be monitored and kept cool by run-
ning aeration fans at night or during times when outdoor
temperatures are cooler than 40 degrees until the corn is
dried,” Hellevang advises. “Because grain spoils faster at
warm temperatures, air-drying when average air tempera-
tures exceed 70 degrees may result in spoiled grain before
it gets dry. Unfortunately, the rate of spoilage increases
faster than the rate of drying at warmer temperatures.”

If fans were operated during the abnormally warm tem-
peratures, continue to operate them to cool the grain. Aver-
age temperatures in the 50s or 60s are better when air-
drying corn in the spring. The required airflow rate increases
with warmer temperatures and moisture contents.

Stored grain temperature increases in the spring due to
rising outdoor temperatures and solar heat gain on the bin.
Solar energy produces more than twice as much heat gain
on the south wall of a bin in early spring as it does during
the summer. Air temperatures in the bin head space will be
much warmer than the outdoor air temperature, which will
heat the grain near the top surface.

Grain should be kept cool during spring and summer
storage, Hellevang says. Periodically run aeration fans to
keep the grain temperature below 40 degrees during the
spring.

He also recommends monitoring stored grain closely to
detect any storage problems early. Grain temperature and
moisture content should be checked every two weeks dur-
ing the spring and summer. Grain should be examined for
insect infestations as well. Corn needs to be dried to 13 to

14 percent moisture for summer storage to prevent spoil-
age. Soybeans should be dried to 11 percent, wheat to 13
percent, barley to 12 percent and oil sunflowers to 8 per-
cent for summer storage.

Check the moisture content of stored grain to deter-
mine if it needs to be dried. Verify that the moisture content
measured by the meter has been adjusted for grain tem-
perature. In addition, remember that moisture measurements
of grain at temperatures below about 40 degrees may not
be accurate. Verify the accuracy of the measurement by
warming the grain sample to room temperature in a sealed
plastic bag before measuring the moisture content.
Grain storage molds will grow and grain spoilage will occur
in grain bags unless the grain is dry. Grain in the majority of
the bag will be near average outdoor temperatures, so grain
will deteriorate rapidly as outdoor temperatures increase
unless it is at recommended summer storage moisture con-
tents.

Corn at moisture contents exceeding 21 percent should
be dried in a high-temperature dryer. For natural air-drying,
assure that the airflow rate supplied by the fan is at least 1
cubic foot per minute per bushel (cfm/bu) or the recom-
mended airflow rate for your climate. Also make sure the
initial corn moisture does not exceed 21 percent.
Start drying when the outside air temperature averages about
40 degrees. Below that temperature, the moisture-holding
capacity of the air is so small that very little drying occurs.
Hellevang recommends an airflow rate of at least 1 cfm/bu
to natural air-dry up to 16 percent moisture soybeans. The
expected drying time with this airflow rate will be about 50
days.

He doesn’t recommend operating the drying fan just
during the day when the air is warm and shutting it off at
night because the warm daytime air normally dries the grain
to moisture contents lower than desired. For example, air at
70 degrees and 40 percent relative humidity will dry corn to
about 10 percent moisture. The grain above the drying zone
will be warmer if the fan is run just during the warm portion
of the day, which will cause the grain to deteriorate faster.
And even though the warm air may hold more moisture, the
drying time is still almost twice as long because the fan is
operating only half of the day.

Natural air-drying oil sunflowers also should start when
outdoor temperatures average about 40 degrees. Hellevang
recommends an airflow rate of at least 0.75 cfm/bu to natu-
ral air-dry up to 16 percent moisture sunflowers.  He sug-
gests an airflow rate of at least 0.75 cfm/bu to natural air-
dry up to 17 percent moisture wheat. Start drying when the
outside air temperature averages about 50 degrees. Drying
during an average May is similar to drying wheat and barley
during an average September. Also use an airflow rate of at
least 0.75 cfm/bu to natural air-dry up to 16 percent mois-
ture barley. This is particularly important for malting barley
in instances when germination can be lost.

T & A Seeds 

Andrew Smith 

Beach, ND 

Phone: 701.872.3248 

www.tnaseeds.com 

If we wouldn’t plant it, 
we won’t sell it! 

Contact Andrew Smith, your local Peterson Farms Seed dealer, 
today at 872-3248 or check us out at www.tnaseeds.com. 

Secure 

your seed 

order early to 

ensure availability! 

At T & A Seeds we have first-hand knowledge of the corn we sell, 
because we raise it in our own fields. And if it didn’t work for us, 
we won’t sell it to you. It’s that simple. By evaluating the quality of 
each product ourselves, we can ensure you superior seed and...  
 

...a return on investment you can count on. 

That is why we sell Peterson Farms Seed corn. 
With unparalleled agronomic support and hybrids 
like 24A78, 24N79 NEW!, 37T79, and 34M83 with 
genetics that fit our fields, you can’t go wrong! 

T & A Seeds T & A Seeds 

Quality    Variety    Profitability Quality    Variety    Profitability 

1 - Dr. Erdal Diri - Rheumatologist

1 - Dr. Alexandre Kindy - Orthopedist

4 - Dr. Ravindra Joshi - Orthopedist

9 - Dr. Lane Lee - Surgeon

14 - Dr. Tracy Hjelmstad - Podiatrist

15 - Dr. Erdal Diri - Rheumatologist

15 - Dr. Alexandre Kindy - Orthopedist

23 - Dr. Lane Lee - Surgeon

29 - Dr. Tracy Hjelmstad - Podiatrist

30 - Dr. Samir Turk - Cardiologist

30 - Sandy Gilbertson

Everything We Do
Is Because Of You

1102 Main
Williston, ND
701-572-7711
1-800-735-4940

Visiting
Physicians
•May 2012•

To make an appointment with any of these
specialists call 701-572-7711.

      Pacemaker Check
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USED TRACTORS
2000 JD 7810, 8878 hrs., 14.9x46 tires, power shift, 3 pnt, MFD, 4
remotes, quick hitch ......................................................... $54,000

1995 JD 8100, 14.9x46 duals, 3 pt, MFD .......................... $49,900
1991 CIH 5140, 5721 hrs., dual loader w/grapple, MFD, dual pto,
3 pt ..................................................................................... $39,900
2005 Case IH MX 230, MFD, 3 pt, suspended front axle, 320x54
duals, 3,400 hrs ................................................................ $95,000

2004 Case IH MX 230, MFD, 3 pt, luxury cab, 3327 hrs, 320x54 tires
.......................................................................................... $89,000

1994 Case IH 7240, 8827 hrs, MFD, dual loader, 3pt ......... $49,000
USED MOWERS
2006 John Deere F687 zero turn mower, bogger, 60” deck,
  530 hrs. .............................................................................. $6,500
Grasshopper 721, 775 hrs, 72” deck .................................... $4,500

MISCELLANEOUS
Case IH 415 Mulcher, 25’ ................................................... $14,000
Fox Corn Chopper ................................................................ $4,995
H&S 12R24 Cultivator, guidecones, tunnel shields,
flip up discs ....................................................................... $4,995

Alloway 12R24 Cultivator, flipup discs, tunnel shields .......... CALL
Parma 24' & Roller Harrow ...................................................... CALL
Brandt bale processor ........................................................... $5,500
Artsway Belly Mower, 6’, mounts for a Farmall C ............ Consigned
Brillian 24’ mulcher ........................................................... #13,000

Sidney, MT • 2429 W. Holly • 406-488-4400
1-800-624-6540 • Visit our web site at tri-cnty.com

© 2008 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of
CNH America LLC. CNH Capital is a trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com

AIR DRILLS & SPRAYERS
Brandt Q1000 90’ wheel boom sprayer, 1000 gal. tank,
wind screens ....................................................................... $7,000

4010 Concord, 3000 tank .............................................. Just Traded
Concord 4710 Drill, 3000 tow behind cart, hydraulic drive $30,000
USED COMBINES
2008 Case IH 7010, 380 Sep./520 engine, yield & moisture monitor,
long unloader, like new condition, just traded ................ $229,000

2005 Macdon 963 Draper head, 35’, bat reel, no transport, gauge
wheels ............................................................................... $31,000
USED HAYING EQUIPMENT
2006 RBX563 Round Baler, wide pickup, mesh wrap, endless belts,
8,000 bales, good cond. ................................................... $26,000

2005 Frontier 18 wheel high capacity rake ......................... $16,000
2003 CaseIH RBX562, MeshWrap, Like New ....................... $24,500
2001 JD 4890 w/18’ auger head ......................................... $39,000
2001 JD 4890 Windrower, 18’ auger head .......................... $39,000
1999 CaseIH RS561 ........................................................... $12,500
1995 CaseIH 8465 ................................................................ $8,995
1994 CaseIH 8480 Softcore ................................................. $6,995
1990 Hesston 560 Round Baler ............................................ $5,500
John Deere 530 round baler .................................................. $5,500
CaseIH 415 mulcher, 25’ ................................................ Just Traded

Low Rate Financing Available On
All New Case IH Equipment

Farmall 75A

Case IH
WD 1203 WindrowerFarmall 95Magnum 290

Magnum 210 CVT

CIH SC 101 Mower
Conditioner

Magnum 235

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT

SOLD!SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

LOOP-A-WORD  Planting Time
The following words are found within the diagram. Words read

forward, backward, up, down, and diagonally.

N D E E S T E M P E R A T U R E

O S W O F N S L U A S D N I W Q

I C I U G L O W E R S U N N Y U

T L E Y I W P I P E U T T A L I CRYPTO-LIST
A L L T H E E G N A R D U A H P Crypto list is a list of related

C O N S Y A D G N O L E N R Y M words in code. The same code

I E T U U R E D E E S A V V E E is used throughout. When you

L W A D I G E T I N C O R I L N have identified a word, use the 

P O E P T L A F O R A G E L R T known letters to decode the 

P L W L O V I R E N R O C I A D other words in the list.

A L S O I R R S B R A I K R B Y

T A I T R O C I R E T U G P A S Prairie Flowers

A F L O W R I W A A E I L A K O     ex: wild rose

R U E S S S A P E P A T L C T B

C L A C I M E H C N E W U I V E J  G  S  S  K

R E H T A E W S K C O R O T Z A

P O T A T O E S R O T C A R T E K  B  R  Z  L

acres durum irrigate range temperature

application dusty lentils repair tractor S  W  X  Z  P  C  W  O  Z  L

April equipment long days rocks trucks

barley fallow new crop rows weather E  C  G  Z      P  C  K  M

canal fertilize onions seed wheat

chemical field pasture seeder winds J  K  L  L  W  O

corn forage peas soil

cultivate fuel pipe sugarbeet C  G  T  V  X  Z

dig (hired)hand plow sunny

driver harrow potatoes sweat E  C  G  Z  E  Z  C  C

KEYWORD: To find the keyword, fill in the blanks 1 to 10 O  V  C  F    V  L  V  B

with the correct missing letter. Transfer these letters to the

correspondingly numbered squares in the diagram. Be careful.

More than one letter will complete each word.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1.  __ A T C H 6. S __ O P E

2. P O __ C H 7. F L __ S H

3. S __ A R E 8. __ O U N D

4. B R A I __ 9. S C O R __

5. C L A __ P 10. B U M P __

“Take A Break”

See answers on page 2.

By Lois Kerr
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Spring Nitrogen Fertilizing
For Optimal Wheat Production

MSU News Service
With longer and warmer days, wheat seeding and fertil-

izing has begun across the state. Using the right fertilizer
source, rate, timing and placement is important for optimal
production. Montana State University Extension offers sug-
gestions to help guide wheat producers in spring nitrogen
fertilizing decisions.

Dryland winter wheat grown in Montana requires about
2.6 pounds nitrogen per bushel to maximize yield and attain
at least 12.5 percent protein.

Dryland spring wheat requires about 3.3 pounds avail-
able nitrogen per bushel to reach 14 percent protein, where
available nitrogen is soil plus fertilizer nitrogen. These sug-
gested rates are based on spring soil samples.

Although fall soil samples are better than none, they
may lead to over- or under-fertilization.  ”Over three years,
we found 54 percent of field soil samples were at least 20
pounds of nitrogen per acre higher or lower in August than
in April,” said Clain Jones, Extension soil fertility specialist
in the Department of Land Resources and Environmental
Sciences at Montana State University.  Jones encouraged
producers to use spring soil samples especially if soils were
less than 18 inches deep or fall nitrate levels were greater
than 60 pounds nitrogen per acre, because those soils have
the best chance for nitrogen losses and under-fertilization.

Jones suggested producers base pre-plant fertilizer
rates on realistic yield estimates. Applying high rates of
nitrogen before or at seeding is risky, especially in dryland
farming. High nitrogen rates can lead to excessive vegeta-
tive growth, which may deplete soil moisture before flower-
ing and grain fill. Or, if there is not enough early soil mois-
ture, the fertilizer may not produce additional yield or pro-
tein.  ”In-season nitrogen fertilization can be used to adjust
rates in a high yielding year,” said Jones. In irrigated produc-
tion, applying all the nitrogen needed for yield and protein
early in the season can produce more tillers than are able to
produce grain, and may lead to high residual soil nitrate
levels.

Wheat requires 50 percent of its total nitrogen uptake
by mid- to late-tillering. Winter wheat would ideally have al-
ready produced the two to three tillers which support most
of the yield by early spring. These tillers will rapidly reach
that 50 percent mark as they continue to grow. The remain-
ing 50 percent of their total nitrogen requirement needs to
be applied early enough to supply the high demand of these
growing tillers. For example, if the total nitrogen require-
ment is estimated at 120 pounds nitrogen per acre, soil
tests indicated there were 40 pounds nitrogen in the soil,
and 60 pounds nitrogen were applied pre-plant or at seed-
ing, the additional 20 pounds nitrogen per acre (120 total -
40 soil - 60 pre-plant = 20) should be top-dressed by mid- to

late-tillering. Fertilizing just prior to the time of rapid growth
results in efficient fertilizer use by the crop.

The principle is the same for spring wheat, except the
time between pre-plant and in-season adjustment is shorter.
On dryland spring wheat in Saskatchewan, G.P. Lafond and
co-workers with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada found
that providing 33 to 50 percent of the required nitrogen at
seeding, and the remaining nitrogen in-season before stem
elongation, optimized yields. In dry years, the in-season
nitrogen addition could be decreased or omitted, resulting
in substantial fertilizer cost savings.

If nitrogen taken up early by the crop is sufficient for
yield, then it will get redistributed to help produce grain pro-
tein. In high-yielding years, additional nitrogen around head-
ing may help reach high grain protein levels. Flag leaf nitro-
gen concentrations and optical sensors, such as SPAD
chlorophyll meters, can be used to identify nitrogen defi-
ciencies and adjust nitrogen rates to growing conditions.
Jones noted that rates of seed-placed urea fertilizer should
not be greater than 10 pounds nitrogen per acre when nar-
row openers (less than one inch) are used, to prevent seed-
ling damage, especially in dry, coarse soils.

Polymer-coated urea and urea treated with urease in-
hibitor (such as AgrotainR) are very effective at reducing
seedling damage. Research suggests that the safe rate of
seed-placed nitrogen can be increased up to 50 percent
when using AgrotainR, or two- to four-fold when using poly-
mer-coated urea as compared to untreated urea.  ”However,
spring-applied, polymer-coated urea may be too slow to dis-
solve and supply the growing wheat’s nitrogen demand,” cau-
tioned Jones.

Producers can evaluate the effectiveness of their nitro-
gen fertilization practices by looking at their past grain pro-
tein levels. If winter wheat protein has generally been under
12.5 percent, yield and protein have likely been nitrogen-
limited. For spring wheat, grain protein under 13.2 percent
indicates that yield and protein have been compromised by
under-fertilization. The MSU Small Grains Nitrogen Economic
Calculator is a resource to help calculate economically-op-
timum nitrogen rates based on available soil nitrate, soil
organic matter, yield potential, wheat price, nitrogen price,
and protein discounts and premiums. By using some gen-
eral guidelines, producers can select the right fertilizer
source, rate, timing and placement for optimal efficiency of
nitrogen fertilization.

For the Small Grains Nitrogen Economic Calculator and
MSU Extension publications with fertilizer information, see
“Fertilizer Information” on Jones’ web page: http://
landresources.montana.edu/soilfertility/fertilizers.html.  This
story can be found on the Web at: http://www.montana.edu/
cpa/news/nwview.php?article=11207

Everything Roundup on the web
Comment on stories and “Like” them on Facebook

directly from our site. Share our site by email, Facebook,
Twitter, LinkedIn and many more social networks.

pieces. Add the asparagus tips, only, to the saucepan.
Purée the asparagus stems in a food processor with
half of the fresh cream. Introduce the mixture to the
skillet and toss to coat. Season with salt and pepper,
then turn off the heat with the saucepan covered.

Add your pasta to the boiling water and cook it very
al dente. Just before the pasta is finished, turn on the
heat under the sauce and add the remaining cream.
Once pasta is finished cooking, drain. Reserve a 1/2
cup of pasta water for sauce, if it is too thick. Sauté
pasta and sauce together for 2 minutes. Serve topped
with parsley and grated Parmigiano.

Roasted Asparagus could easily become your fa-
vorite way to prepare asparagus. It is fast, easy, and
very tasty.

Roasted Asparagus
2 lbs. asparagus, trimmed
1 Tbs. olive oil
½ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. coarsely ground black pepper
Preheat oven to 450 degrees. In roasting pan, toss

all ingredients until asparagus is well coated. Roast
asparagus, shaking pan occasionally, until asparagus
is lightly browned, about 20 minutes.

Sprinkle with lemon peel, if desired.
This also works well wrapped in foil, substitute but-

ter instead of olive oil, and roast on the barbecue.

Sesame Stir-fried Asparagus
1 Tbs. Vegetable oil
½ tsp. sesame oil
1 lb. thin asparagus, trimmed and cut on diagonal

into 1 inch pieces
¼ tsp. salt
1 Tbs. sesame seeds, toasted
In ten inch skillet, heat vegetables and sesame oils

over high heat until hot. Add asparagus. Sprinkle with
salt, and cook, stirring frequently, until tender-crisp.
Transfer to serving bowl and sprinkle with sesame
seeds.

Don't lose pounds to infertile
or subfertile bulls. All bulls

should have a breeding
soundness exam each year. Bulls

can be fertile one year
& go bad the next.

We can test your bulls according to Society for
Theriogenolgy (reproduction) standards. When we
test bulls we will:
1. Measure the scrotal circumference
2. Palpate internal sex organs
3. Inspect penis & sheath for warts & other problems
4. Collect sperm & observe them under high power
microscope for abnormalities.
We do bulls from 12 months to 12 yrs. of age. Larger
groups of bulls can be done on your ranch. Individuals
& trailer loads can be done every day in the clinic.

PLEASE CALL AHEAD!

Western
Veterinary Clinic

Williston, ND • 701-572-7878 or 1-800-828-6681
Doctors Lee Garbel, Vince Stenson, Jody Smith,Charlie Noland & Heidi Gabel
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Tractors
Massey Ferguson 1540L Tractor (LI) Call
Massey Ferguson 1655L Tractor (LI)  Call
Massey Ferguson GC2600L Tractor (LI)

.................................................... Call
Versatile 876 Tractor(LI) .................. Call
03' CIH STX450 Tractor (LI) ............  Call

Sprayers
Brandt QF-1500, 100' Wheel Boom

Sprayer(LI) .................................  Call
Top Air TA1600 Sprayer (LI) ...........  Call
Top Air TA1200 Sprayer (LI) ............ Call
Redball 690, 132' Sprayer, Auto Height

(LM) ....................................... $24,999
Summers 100' Wheel Boom Sprayer (LI)

Was $10,500 ........................... Is $7,500
Versatile 275 SP Sprayer (LI) .......... Call

Air Drills
39' Morris Maxim Air Drill w/7 ½ " spacing,
2" steel press wheels  & 6240 TBH Cart

#1307(LI) Was $36,000 ..... Is $29,500
40' John Deere 730 Air Drill, 6" spacing,

knock on sweeps w/787 TBT cart
#1383 (LI) Was $32,500 .... Is $22,500

40' Bourgault 5700 Air Drill, 7" spacing, 2"
steel press wheels w/3225 TBH Cart
#1319 (LI) Was $32,500 .... Is $22,000

39' Flexi-coil 5000 Air Drill, 9" spacing, 3
½"  steel press wheels w/2320 TBT Cart
#1315 (LI) Was $38,000 .... Is $30,000

'00 Gleaner R62 Combine (LI)
Was  $89,500 ........................ Is $75,000
'94 Gleaner R62 Combine (LI)
Was $75,900 ......................... Is $65,000
(2) '94 Gleaner R72 Combines (LI) Your

Choice Was $45,000 .......... Is $39,000
'97 Gleaner R62 Combine #11387 (LI)

Was $58,000 ...................... Is $51,000
'98 New Holland TR98 Combine (LI) ......

.......................................... $50,000
(2) '94 Gleaner R62 Combine #1444, 197

(LI)Was $42,000 ................. Is $35,000
'92 Gleaner R62 Combine #752 (LI)

     Was $38,000 .................. Is $32,000
'92 Gleaner R72 Combine (LM) .$29,000
'91 Gleaner R70 Combine #732 (LI)

     Was $25,000 .................. Is $18,500
'90 Gleaner R60 Combine #1300 (LI)
         Was $22,000 .................. Is $15,000
(2) '89 Gleaner R60 Combine #673, 128,

1234 (LI)Was $20,000 ........ Is $15,000
'82 Gleaner N7 Combine #1120 (LI)
Was $8,500 .............................. Is$5,000
(9) Gleaner N6 Combines (LI)  Best Offer
'09 Gleaner 3000 8-30 Corn Header (LM)

............................................... 35,000
Gleaner 400 Short Head(LM) ..... $2,500
Gleaner 22' LM Header (LM) ...... $2,000
'89 Gleaner 8-30 Corn Head (LM)Coming
30' Gleaner 300 Head 9" Seedeater Pans

(LM) ....................................... Coming
Case IH 1040 30' Draper Head P/U Reel

(LM) ......................................  Coming
36' AGCO Draper Head (LM) ...... $9,000
Miscellaneous Draper Heads .......... Call

Miscellaneous
Dixie Chopper Mowers (in stock) (LI)  Call
Cub Cadet Lawnmowers (LM)
Starting at ................................. $1,799
Outback S-Lite Guideance (LM) ... $895
Outback STS Guideance (LM) ... $2,095
Outback S3 Guideance (LM) ..... $3,495
Outback EDRIVE (LM) ............... $3,695
Outback EDRIVE X (LM) ............ $6,695
Bee Line Granular Box (LI) ............ $500
Mayrath 8"X41' Auger (PTO) (LI)

Was $1500 ........................ Is $14,500
Farm King13"X70' Auger (LI) ........... Call
Wheatheart 13"X111' Swing Away Auger

(LM) ............................................. Call
Sioux Panels & Gates (LI) ............... Call
Ezee-On Post Pounders (LI) ............ Call
CFR Highline Bale Processor (LI) .... Call
Grade Master Blades, 7'- 8' - 10' - 12' (LI)

.................................................... Call
Land Pride Box Blades (LI) .............. Call
XL78  Highline Rock Picker(LI) ....... Call
Demco 750 Grain Cart, Tarp & Scale  (LM)

.............................................. Coming
Demco 850 Grain Cart, Tarp & Scale  (LI)

(LM) ....................................... $35,900
Demco 1050 Grain Cart Tarp & Scale  (LI)

(LM) ....................................... $39,900
Maurer Header Transport, 38'(LM)$8,900
Farm King 84" Mower (LM) ......... $2,999
Cub Cadet Tractor DC2400 FWA & Loader

(LM) ....................................... $14,000
Cub Cadet Enforcer, 54" (LM) ..... $4,500
'09 Cub Cadet Volunteer UV (LM)  $8,500
'11 Cub Cadet Volunteer UV (LM) $9,999

33' Flexi-coil 5000 Air Drill, 7 ½' spacing, 2"
steel press wheels &1110 TBH Cart

#1426 (LI) Was $23,000 .... Is $20,000
Case IH 8500 Air Drill (LM) ......... $7,000
45' John Deere Hoe Drill, 8" spacing w/

1900 Cart (LI) ........................ $72,500
34' Morris Maxium Air Drill w/7140 Tank

(LI) ......................................... $36,500
28' Flexi-coil 5000 Air Drill w/1720 Tank

(LI) ......................................... $29,500

Hay Equipment
Massey Ferguson 9635 Swather, 16' Hay

Head (Disc) (LI) ........................... Call
03' MacDon 6' Swing Tongue Conditioner

(LI) ............................................... Call
(2) Massey Ferguson 2856A Balers (LI) .

.................................................... Call
'03 Hesston 956A Auto Cycle Round Baler

(LI) Was $23,500 ................ Is $16,500
'00 Hesston 856A Round Baler (LI)
Was $19,500 ......................... Is $12,500
4865 New Idea Baler (LM) .......... $5,000
H&S 12 Wheel Rake (LM) .......... $2,000
New Holland 9, Mower (LM) ....... $4,500

Combines & Headers
'03 Gleaner R75 Combine (LM) $135,000
 (3) '02 Massey Ferguson 8780 Combines

(LI) ........................................  $89,500
,02 Gleaner R62 Combine (LM) . Coming
'01 Gleaner R62 (LM) .............  $110,000

Introducing the mid-frame row crop
tractors tractors that are exactly right
for you. Because we designed them
to offer all the features and options
you need to get just the
performance you want – no matter
what you’re farming or what the task.
With four models ranging from 170
to 225 gross engine HP and your
choice of Dyna-6™ or Dyna-VT™
transmissions, the Massey
Ferguson 7600 Series offers
exclusive features like
programmable cruise speeds,
Dynamic Tractor Management and
second-generation e3™ SCR clean
air technology. The new 7600
Series. You couldn’t ask for more.
Come see us soon or go to
masseyferguson.com

   New Massey Compact Tractors arriving daily

By Lois Kerr
Now that spring has come, those of us who like to

hunt for wild asparagus will soon be rewarded for our
efforts. These tasty, nutritious spears generally grow
along ditch banks, and for those of us who have dis-
covered where these tender shoots like to grow, we
are ready to brave ticks and other insects in order to
pick these luscious vegetable morsels.

Wild asparagus looks like its cultivated counterpart;
it simply grows wild without any cultivation efforts.
Sprouting in early spring, this perennial grows slender
spears like the asparagus does that grows in any gar-
den, but sometimes the wild asparagus has a slightly
stronger taste.

Wild asparagus has a wide habitat, usually grow-
ing on sloped areas, banks, and in woods. It is difficult
to spot as it grows in among other vegetation, and a
person really has to find the overgrown plants in the
fall and mark the spot for searching the following spring.
Sometimes we get lucky and discover asparagus grow-
ing along fence lines and along field borders. This
makes it easier to find and harvest.

An ancient crop, with its cultivation dating back
thousands of years to Greece and Egypt, asparagus
arrived in this country in the 16th century.

Asparagus has a high content of potassium, folic
acid, thiamin and vitamins, as well as having diuretic
properties. Very low in calories, asparagus has no fats
or cholesterol. Asparagus spears grow out from a
crownplanted deep in the soil and starts to yield after
two or three years. Asparagus spears can grow rap-
idly, reaching full height in a single day, and are in full
season from the end of March to early June.

Asparagus can be sautéed, steamed, boiled,
baked, or fried. Other spring vegetables such as green
garlic, leeks, and young lettuces make excellent ed-
ible combinations with asparagus. Asparagus also
teams up well with cheese, eggs, butter, thyme, and
basil.

The following recipes
showcase asparagus. If
you are not for tunate
enough to discover your
own special patch of wild
asparagus, domesticated
asparagus works just as
well in any of these recipes.

Lemon Spring Veg-
etable Pasta.

½ pound pasta
1/2 pound asparagus,

peeled, trimmed and cut

Spring Means Wild Asparagus
into 1-inch pieces

1/4 pound sugar snap peas, trimmed
1/4 cup lemon juice
1 tablespoon finely grated lemon zest
1/4 cup Olive Oil
1 1/2 cups Ricotta
Salt and pepper
Grated Parmesan Cheese
Bring a large pot of water to a boil, add salt and

then the pasta. Cook until al dente. Drain and set aside
in a serving bowl.

Meanwhile, cook the asparagus and peas in a sim-
mering pot of water for 3 minutes. Drain and add to the
pasta. Toss with the lemon juice, zest, olive oil, ricotta,
salt and pepper. Mix well.

Serve with grated Parmesan cheese.

Shell Pasta with Asparagus and Cream
12 ounces green or purple asparagus
3 tablespoons Olive Oil
1 clove garlic, pressed
1 pound mushrooms, sliced
Salt and pepper
3/4 cup heavy cream
1 (1-pound) package  Shells Pasta
A generous amount of chopped flat-leaf parsley
1/4 cup grated parmesan cheese
Bring a shallow pot of salted water to a boil.
Cut off the ends of the asparagus; then peel the

stems very gently until you reach the first buds. Wash
them gently. Cut each asparagus in half to separate
the tips from the stem.

Place the asparagus stems in the salted boiling
water. After 2 minutes, add the tips and boil together
for another 10 minutes.

Heat a large saucepan over medium heat, drizzle
the oil and add the garlic. As soon as the garlic be-
comes golden, about 3 minutes, add the mushrooms.

Raise the heat to high and
sauté for about 7 minutes,
until they become brown.
Lower the flame, and then
season with salt and pep-
per.

Remove the aspara-
gus with a slotted spoon,
reserving the boiling pot of
water for the pasta. Trans-
fer the asparagus to a
wooden cutting board. Al-
low them to cool for a few
minutes, then cut again to
make small, bite-sized
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A Little Bit Country

2012 Herbicide Update
By Warren Froelich

NDSU Extension Agent
The 2012 North Dakota Weed Control Guide lists sev-

eral new herbicides for weed control in small grains. One of
them is Axial Star. Like Axial XL and Axial TBC, it contains
pinoxaden and a safener in addition to fluroxypyr (Starane).
As a post emergent herbicide it will give good weed control
on several grassy weeds, some broadleaf weeds and kochia.
The Axial line of herbicides is marketed by Syngenta.

Bayer Crop Science has released a new product called
Huskie Complete. It contains the same herbicide as Huskie
(bromoxynil and pyrasulfotole) plus thiencarbazone which
is a new active ingredient introduced to North Dakota.
Thiencarbazone is a very effective grass herbicide making
the combinations an effective herbicide for a broad spec-
trum of weeds in wheat. Husky Complete is not intended for
barley.

Olympus is another product of Bayer Crop Science.
Pre-registration is pending for use on spring and winter
wheats. It is not for durum or barley but is very effective on
bromes, wild oat and mustard species. Osprey is another
Bayer product which contains mesosufuron, the same ac-
tive ingredient as Silverado. It is active on bromes, wild
oats and Persian darnel but registered for use on winter
wheat only. Rimfire Max is a popular herbicide on small
grains. It contains the combined active ingredients of
Olympus and Osprey.

For field pea and chickpea, the Sharpen rate has been
increased to two fluid ounces per acre. For sunflowers, the
herbicide Broadaxe (Dual Magnum + Spartan) is registered.
Because of resistance in new sunflowers lines the rate of
Beyond will be increased to six fluid ounces rather than
four.

In shelterbelts, a new product called Alion has been
released by Bayer. It has a new active ingredient, indaziflam,
which has a mode of action which affects cellulose devel-
opment. It is to be used as a pre-emergent application be-
fore weeds have emerged in the spring. This product is
claimed to have good residual activity extending grass and
broadleaf weed control well into the growing season.

Much information is contained in the North Dakota Weed
Control Guide which is authored by many agronomists and
weed researchers at North Dakota State University. It re-
mains available free of charge at my office 701-577-4595 or
at www.ndsu.edu/weeds.

Growth Regulators Reduce Fruit Production
Fruit on trees adds color and interest to the home

landscape. However, when mature the fruit can be messy
and adds to the maintenance of the yard.

At one time, the fruit on trees could be thinned by spray-
ing the tree with the insecticide Sevin approximately two
weeks after the flower petals had fallen. The Sevin label
has been changed making it illegal to use for this purpose.

Some of my colleagues tell me there is a better product
available. It is sold as Florel Fruit Eliminator. It is based on
a growth regulator called ethephon and must be applied to
trees when they are in full bloom. Ethephon releases ethyl-
ene which is a naturally occurring plant hormone causing
fruit to drop in its earliest stages before it sets.

Effectiveness of fruit elimination products seems to
vary. Research at Kansas produced mixed results when
treating crabapples. Some varieties responded quite well to
the treatment while others showed no effect. Generally, fruit
eliminator may not be satisfactory on small red fruited vari-
eties of crabapples.

It is recommended to apply ethephon products prior to
fruit set at the mid to full bloom stage. This is going to
require close observation. Applications to early or too late
will be less effective.

I do not have personal experience with any of the growth
regulators used for fruit elimination. From the information
received of co-workers and from research literature I sense
it is unrealistic to expect complete elimination of fruit.

Black Knot On Cherry Trees
Many trees of the Prunus species are susceptible to a

fungal disease called black knot. This includes chokecherry
and plum. One of the most popular chokecherries found in
residential areas of Williams County is the Canadian Red
Cherry. It is also known as Schubert chokecherry. Although
it bares reference to our northern neighbor it is a variety
that was released by the Oscar Will Nursery, Bismarck. It is
a selection with reddish purple foliage. In the spring and
throughout most of the summer new growth emerges with
green leaves. As the leaves harden they turn to a purple
color.

The black knot disease usually requires two years to
complete a life cycle. We usually recognize its presence
by the second spring after infection when new fungal spores
are produced. The fungal organism invades the vascular
system located just under the bark. In this area are the
xylem and phloem vessels which transport water and en-
ergy nutrients. As the fungus populates, it creates an olive-
green swelling on the twigs or branches reducing the tree’s
ability to transfer nutrients beyond the infected area. By the
second spring after infection the swellings become black,
rough and woody knots that are two to three times the di-
ameter of healthy branches of the same age. Spores from
those knots can be transferred to new shoots or wounds on
older branches by wind or rain.

Removing the knots and 3-4 inches of healthy wood
below the knots is a general recommendation. Joe Zeleznik,
NDSU Extension forester, suggests a dormant spray of lime
sulfur after removal of the knots.

Over the years, I have seen trees react quite differently
to the disease. Some have survived severe infections while
others have not. Some trees seem to have a resistance to
the fungus.

A simple reminder for some-
thing that is simply vital:  Look
up and locate overhead power
lines before using anything tall.
Then keep at least 15 feet away.

3200 W Holly • Sidney • 406-488-1602 • www.lyrec.com

Call Before
You Dig

Lower Yellowstone REA

See Us At the
Annual Meeting

Wednesday, June 6.

See Us At the
Annual Meeting

Wednesday, June 6.

Richland County Fair
Event Center, Sidney

Simply Call

811
48 Hours

In Advance
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We Still Do Business the
Old-fashioned Way...

...We Look You in the Eye
and Shake Your Hand. PREWITT &

COMPANY, LLC

Rod Prewitt
Mobile:

480-2777

Tim Larson
Mobile:

480-2666

Mike Yore
Mobile:

480-2888

815 3rd St. NE • Sidney

406-482-5251 • fax: 406-482-6644

Give us a call today to see how we can help you market your
cattle to their very best either through Superior Livestock or
private treaty – we are your cattle marketing specialists.

Superior Livestock 2012 Summer Sale Schedule

Sagebrush Cellular d.b.a. Nemont, a leading tele-
communications carrier in Northeastern Montana,
Western North Dakota and South Central Montana,
has announced that the company has entered into an
agreement with Verizon Wireless to participate in the
LTE in Rural America program. Under the LTE in Rural
America program, Verizon Wireless is working with ru-
ral carriers to jumpstart the delivery of fourth-genera-
tion Long Term Evolution (LTE) services to rural com-
munities throughout the United States.

Mike Kilgore, Nemont chief executive officer, the
parent company of Sagebrush Cellular, said, "There
are several digital divides that exist between urban and
rural America today.  This arrangement reduces one
such divide by bringing fourth generation mobile data
services to our customers sooner than otherwise pos-
sible. Our rural focus coupled with Verizon's national
coverage will benefit customers of both companies."

"We are pleased that Sagebrush has joined the
LTE in Rural America program," said Molly Feldman,
Business Development for Verizon Wireless vice presi-

Nemont Partners With Verizon
Wireless To Bring LTE To Northeast MT

dent. "Working together, Verizon Wireless and Sage-
brush will improve the mobile broadband infrastruc-
ture in Montana and expand 4GLTE coverage in the
northeastern corner of the Treasure State."

Under the agreement, Verizon Wireless will lease
to Sagebrush its 700 MHz upper C block wireless spec-
trum in por tions of Valley, Daniels, Sheridan and
Roosevelt counties in Montana, and a portion of Di-
vide County in North Dakota. Using the leased spec-
trum, Sagebrush will build and operate a 4G LTE net-
work serving Sagebrush customers, Verizon Wireless
customers, and customers of other LTE in Rural
America participants. In addition, Sagebrush custom-
ers will have access to Verizon Wireless' 4G LTE net-
work throughout the United States.

Verizon's 4G LTE network is the largest in the U.S.,
and covers more than 200 million people.

Sagebrush Cellular, Inc. was formed by Nemont
Telephone Cooperative, Inc. in 1995.  The company
operates a cellular network spanning more than 14,000
square miles in Northeast Montana, Western North
Dakota and South Central Montana.

USDA Warns Of
Fraudulent Letters, Calls

Officials with the U. S. Department of Agriculture have
been notified that fraudulent letters and at least one fraudu-
lent phone call have been received by individuals in a num-
ber of states.

The phone call was received by an individual in Indi-
ana, and letters are being sent by FAX to individuals and
businesses in a growing number of states. The letters and
call purportedly come from a USDA procurement officer and
seek personal information. These letters are false and in no
case should a recipient respond with personal and financial
information.

The fraudulent letters bear USDA’s logo and seal and
are signed by an individual identified as “Frank Rutenberg”
using a title of “Senior Procurement Officer”. Recipients
should not respond and should not supply the requested
information. USDA is investigating this matter through the
Office of the Inspector General. USDA first learned that the
letters were being circulated on March 16.

If you suspect you have received such a letter or have
been called by someone representing themselves as being
from USDA seeking personal information, please contact
USDA at: procurement.policy@dm.usda.gov or call 202-720-
9448.



rotation without causing this disease to get out of hand.
“We want to see if we can get the right sequence and we
want to determine if a rotation of energy beets, corn, soy-
beans, and barley will work,” Stevens remarks. “We also
want to see if barley production is affected when soybean
is grown the previous year.”

He adds, “Our ultimate goal is to reduce costs and en-
hance profitability for farmers while protecting the natural
resources that we all depend on.”

Because this is a large research project that requires
multiple test plots, Stevens and his colleagues will spend
this year setting up the study. They then will do two full
rotations over the course of the next eight years. “We’ll plant
all crops each year to account for environmental conditions,”
Stevens says. “We also will grow all crops under conven-

The study willl
include research
with soybeans
included in the
rotation.

tional tillage and compare it to the same rotations using no
till.”

He concludes, “This will be a large study with a lot of
test plots required but we hope that when it is completed we
will have provided information that will benefit area growers.
We will provide up-
dates at annual field
days as the studies
progress.”

Great Blue Herons A Delight To Behold
By Lois Kerr

I saw not one but two great blue herons the other day.
The sight of these birds always inspires me and fills me
with a sense of awe as they fly with slow strong wing beats
across the sky. These magnificent creatures truly are a treat
for the eyes. These graceful birds are not always easy to
spot, but I generally see a great blue heron twice or maybe
three times a season, so to spot two of them together pro-
vided me with an unexpected gift. I assume they are a nest-
ing pair, ready to lay and incubate their eggs.

The largest heron in North America, the great blue her-
ons look gigantic in flight with their long legs, long necks
held in towards their bodies, and their approximate six foot

wingspans.  These solitary birds can adapt to many habi-
tats, and we are lucky that the MonDak is one area where
these birds choose to nest. They live in sheltered, shallow
bays, sloughs, marshes, wetlands, and shores of lakes and
rivers.

These birds, although solitary foragers, generally breed
in colonies of a few to a few hundred pairs, and do not like
the presence of humans. Whole colonies will abandon their
nests if disturbed by human activity. Adults bond for a year
only, and find new mates each spring. In February, males
select their individual nesting territory and set about to at-
tract a female. A pair usually builds their platform-type nest
high in a tree. Both male and female incubate the eggs,

usually three to five eggs per couple, for the
approximate month it takes for the eggs to
hatch. Both parents regurgitate food for the
young, who can fly at about two months of
age but will continue to return to the nest for
another few weeks.

These magnificent birds eat fish, am-
phibians, reptiles, small rodents such as
gophers and mice, and small birds. When
foraging for food, they stand motionlessly
along riverbanks or wetlands, waiting for
lunch to come walking along. They also will
wade in belly deep water, and although they
seem to move slowly, they snatch their prey
with great speed by grabbing it with their bills.

Great blue herons hunt mostly during
daytime hours, but they may also hunt at
night.

Great blue herons do have some natural
enemies. Bald eagles which are increasing
in numbers but with less foraging habitat,
have begun to feed on great blue heron
chicks. Crows also loiter near nesting areas
and raid eggs whenever possible.

Great blue herons, like many of us hu-
mans, greatly dislike noise. Construction work
near a
colony can
totally dis-
rupt it,
leading the
birds to to-
tally aban-
don the
nests.

If you
see a great
blue heron
this sea-
son, con-
sider your-
self lucky.
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Nine Year Study To Focus
On Unusual Rotations

By Lois Kerr
In recent years we’ve heard a lot about the green move-

ment, or attempts to conserve natural resources and to find
suitable alternatives to oil. Growing crops to determine their
worth as a biofuel has become a focus for scientists and
likely will continue to take precedence in the coming years.

A group of researchers at the USDA/ARS Northern
Plains Agricultural Research Lab in Sidney will collaborate
on a long term study that will look at rotations using oilseed
and pulse crops in rotation with more traditional area crops,
and whether these rotations will benefit farmers over a long
period of time. “We’ve seen more emphasis on biofuels re-
search within ARS from the national level and as fuel prices
rise, interest among the general public continues to grow as
well,” says Dr. Bart Stevens, research
agronomist. “We’ve designed a study to
investigate the implications of incorporat-
ing biofuel crops into our rotations. We want
to see if these rotations will help reduce
weed and disease pressures, how well
these crops produce, how they affect long-
term profitability and what impact they
have on soil quality and the environment.”

He continues, “We are currently con-
ducting an irrigated crop rotation study in
Sidney at the Montana State University
Eastern Agricultural Research Extension
Center and we will also begin a similar study
at our Nesson Valley research site. Both
studies include crops that can be used for
biofuel production. We also conduct crop-
ping systems studies at our dryland sites
near Sidney and Froid but those studies
will focus on incorporating more oilseeds
into the rotation because we see dryland
systems as a logical fit for oil crops.”

For the irrigated study at Nesson Val-
ley, the researchers will use corn and soy-
beans in the rotation, along with energy
sugarbeets and barley. “We chose corn
and soybeans to use in the study with bar-
ley and sugarbeets because of grower in-
terest in these crops.” Stevens says. “Corn
and soybeans have undergone genetic de-
velopment that makes them more suitable
for this area. These crops not only are ed-
ible, but they can be used as biofuels as
well.”

Using crops for biofuel brings to mind
the old question of food versus fuel, and
what is the best way to use our shrinking

agricultural lands. Stevens points out that this study does
not address this question, but that corn does serve a dual
purpose.  “We can grow corn and soybeans for fuel or for
food,” he comments. “Farmers need diversity in their rota-
tions because of disease and weed problems. Soybeans
provide nitrogen benefits to the soil, and corn is very flex-
ible. We can grow corn for use as food and still use the
stover, or leaves, stems, and stalks, for biofuel. Corn is
truly a dual purpose crop. We will also use energy beets in
this study, not regular beets, as again, energy beets have
potential to contribute to biofuel production.”

Because corn and barley are both susceptible to a dis-
ease called fusarium, researchers want to investigate the
ways of including these two crops together in a four crop

The nine year study will include soybeans, shown immediately behind
Stevens, and a corn plot in the distance. These two crops were also part
of another study done by Stevens.



WIFE Art Of Farming
Calendar Contest Winners

Montana WIFE (Women Involved in Farm Economics)
announces the winners of their twenty-sixth “The Art of Farm-
ing” calendar contest. WIFE received 573 student entries,
and we thank the students and their teachers for sending
some excellent art that made judging them a challenge.
Cash prizes and certificates have been awarded to first,
second and third place winners, and certificates for the hon-
orable mention places, in kindergarten through eighth grades.
Only 25 drawings can be used on the 2013 calendar that

will be ready for distribution in October. This contest is held
in conjunction with National Ag Week, and students draw
about their interests in farm life. This year’s winners are:

Kindergarten
Ty Westby, Opheim, 1st place, back page, Joyce Giddis,

Vida, 2nd place, back page, Josie Brown, Saco, 3rd place,
Kendra Manga, White Sulphur Springs, Honorable mention.

First Grade
Kayla Wipf, Conrad, 1st place, May, Lane Thompson,

Malta, 2nd place, back page, Boen Tande, Scobey, 3rd place,
Rhianna Johnson, Roundup, Honorable mention, Catelynn
Wegner, Roundup, Honorable Mention.

Second Grade
Adrianna Wipf, Conrad, 1st place, back page, Tori

Wasson, Great Falls, 2nd place, October, Daisy Hersel,
Scobey, 3rd place, Mandy Fuhrmann, Opheim, Honorable
Mention.

Third Grade
Lauren Doney, Malta, 1st place, back page, Jeremy Wipf,

Cut Bank, 2nd place, back page, Alexa Fishell, Scobey, 3rd

place August, Dakota Auck, Hobson, Honorable Mention,
Kooper Oxarart, Malta, Honorable Mention.

Fourth Grade
Heather LaBree, Ekalaka, 1st place, back page, Rose

Rychner, Ekalaka, 2nd place, back page, Hanna LaBree,
Ekalaka, 3rd place, July, Gabe Gonsioroski, Lambert, Hon-
orable Mention, February, Blake Lien, Lambert, Honorable
Mention.

Fifth Grade
Rosemarie Mokwa, Bozeman, 1st place, March, Sasha

Lurie, Roundup, 2nd place, November, Raina Mortenson,
Malta, 3rd place, Cover, Rachael Simons, Roy, Honorable
Mention, Ginny McCraken, Great Falls, Honorable Mention.

Sixth Grade
Lincoln Young, Bozeman, 1st place, April, Dax Thornton,

Lima, 2nd place, January, C.J. Nelson, Opheim, 3rd place,
back page, Khalyn Hayeness, Libby, Honorable Mention,
back page, Hannah Konen, Fairfield, Honorable Mention.

Seventh Grade
Seth Myhre, Scobey, 1st place, December, Aimee

McCracken, Great Falls, 2nd place, Amber Fink, Roy, 3rd

place, Catie Cavill, Ismay, Honorable Mention, back page,
Chase Hooper, Geraldine, Honorable Mention.

Eighth Grade
Isabelle Pardew, Belgrade, 1st place, June, Carrie Cota,

Roundup, 2nd place, September, Walker Adams, Melstone,
3rd place, Cole Sluggett, Roy, Honorable Mention, Rebecca
Turley, Melstone, Honorable Mention.
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A Little Bit Country
Know Rules For Herbicide Carryover

Warren Froelich
NDSU Extension Agent, Williams County

Herbicides have become a very important tool in almost
every corner of raw food production. Without them, weeds would
grow out of control, production would be severely impaired,
precious top soil would be lost to wind and or water erosion and
the cost to feed a family would be higher than it is today.

Years ago when there were less than a handful of herbi-
cides available to wheat producers crop diversity was almost
non-existent. Now that we have many more herbicides avail-
able, farm producers of this area can choose valuable crops
such as lentils, peas, safflowers, sunflowers, canola and others
to rotate with wheat. Not only do such rotations reduce weed
pressures but the rotations to other crops following wheat can
play a significant role in reducing diseases and insects which
target specific crops.

However, using specific herbicides on certain crops can
present some management problems because of possible
carryover of a herbicide which can damage certain crops to
follow. For example, the herbicide WideMatch is an economical
formulation of clopyralid and very effective on kochia, buck-
wheat and Canada thistle. However, it can be damaging to len-
tils planted the following year.

To assist crop producers assess potential carryover of a
herbicide, the North Dakota Weed Control Guide contains a

section listing possible crop rotation restrictions. The Guide is
available free of charge at any County Extension Office in North
Dakota.

Many herbicides are broken down in the soil by microbial
decomposition. Some are broken down by chemical reactions.
Most herbicide molecules are more tightly absorbed to soil par-
ticles in dry soil than moist soils.Chemical degradation of herbi-
cides in soil is affected by soil pH. Acid hydrolysis nearly ceases
at soil pH above 6.8 which is unheard of in this part of North
Dakota. The bulk of our soils have pH level above 7.25.

Persistence of phytotoxic levels of a herbicide for more than
one year can be a problem with some herbicides. Herbicide
residues are most likely to occur following years with low rainfall
because chemical and microbial activity needed to degrade
herbicides are limited in dry soil.

Herbicide residues often can be detected by a bioassay
which simply is the growing of a susceptible crop in a sample of
soil collected from the field where the crop is grown and also in
another soil sample collected from a field known not to have the
herbicide in question. It is important to remember the effects of
some herbicides do not show their heavy-hand until 2-3 weeks
after emergence. Always make comparisons of plants growing
in soil pots of both the field in question and that of the pot with
soil known to be free of the herbicide in question.
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New Facility Enhances
NDSU Beef Research

North Dakota State University’s new, state-of-the art
Beef Cattle Research Complex is taking beef cattle research
to a new level.

“This facility is the piece we needed to allow us to meet
the challenges of 21st century beef cattle production,” says
D.C. Coston, NDSU Agriculture and University Extension
vice president. “It complements intensive campus-based
facilities such as the Animal Nutrition and Physiology Cen-
ter and the extensive research capabilities at the Research
Extension Centers in Carrington, Streeter, Hettinger and
Dickinson.”

NDSU officials dedicated the facility last week and gave
visitors a glimpse of what will take place there.

“This is a great facility that will enhance our research
efforts on management, reproduction, nutrition and physiol-
ogy of beef cattle,” says Ken Grafton, North Dakota Agricul-
tural Experiment Station (NDAES) director and dean of
NDSU’s College of Agriculture, Food Systems and Natural
Resources. “The ability to carry out precise experiments in
these areas will greatly impact the beef cattle industry in
the state for many years.”

The complex, which can accommodate up to 192 cattle,
consists of a feeding area, cattle handling system, calving
pens, an office and laboratory area, and a facility for mixing
and storing feed.

Only three other research facilities in North America
have the same specialized feeding equipment. This equip-
ment is a key component in NDSU’s beef research because
researchers will be able to measure
and control feed intake for cattle indi-
vidually and provide a variety of diets
for cattle in the same pen, according
to Greg Lardy, head of NDSU’s Ani-
mal Sciences Department.

The feed facility will allow re-
searchers to mix, store and feed
cattle ingredients including hays,
grains, silages, wet and dry
byproducts, and dry and liquid supple-
ments.

Researchers will be able to use
ultrasonography to determine preg-
nancy or carcass quality and collect
tissue samples in the handling facil-
ity. The handling system also can pro-
cess and weigh all classes of cattle.

Nutrition and reproductive physi-
ology research in growing cattle and
pregnant and lactating beef cows will
be among the first projects conducted

at the complex.
The complex was constructed using a combination of

state and federal dollars totaling more than $3 million.
Development of the complex began in 2007 with the

State Board of Agricultural Research and Education
(SBARE) identifying it as state capital project funding prior-
ity 3 for the NDAES. NDSU requested $950,000 for the ini-
tial phase of construction. The North Dakota Legislature
provided $80,000 in planning funds and authorized NDSU
to expend $1 million in special (nonstate) funds on the facil-
ity.

The NDAES worked with the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture the following year to utilize a USDA grant for the
initial phase. The complex’s feeding barn was constructed
and site work was completed late in the fall of 2008 at a
cost of $701,900.

In 2009, SBARE identified the complex as capital fund-
ing priority 2. The Legislature provided the entire $2,612,400
that NDSU requested to complete the complex.

Construction continued in 2010, and the facility was
completed this spring.

“We greatly appreciate the strong support of the North
Dakota Stockmen’s Association, the North Dakota Beef
Commission and the State Board of Agricultural Research
and Education as we envisioned this complex,” Grafton says.
“We also give special thanks to the governor’s office and
the Legislature for allowing this facility to be established on
the NDSU campus.”

NDSU officials and dignitaries dedicate the Beef Cattle Research Complex.



Agricultural research takes place in the field and in well equipped laboratories. Funding is needed to maintain
this vital work.

Continuing Education Class To
Focus on Agricultural Heritage

By Lois Kerr
To help teachers obtain needed continuing edu-

cation credits and at the same time educate them
on area history and heritage, the Montana State
University Extension Services will offer a two day
teacher training workshop in Sidney that will ex-
plore pioneer life, agriculture as it was a century
ago, and what farm children learned in school. Par-
ticipating offices include Culbertson, Scobey, and
Sidney.

"Teachers need to accumulate credits over a
period of time, and this workshop is a way of doing
this," says Tim Fine, Richland County extension
agent. "The Culbertson and Scobey extension of-
fices started offering continuing education programs
for teachers, and they were well received. This year they've
asked Richland County to be a part of it."

He continues, "This year the focus will be on history in
the classroom, and bringing that history to the classroom.
The idea came about because Scobey celebrates its cen-
tennial this year so we are integrating what schools used to

consist of and the trials the pioneers faced."
Scheduled for the 12th and 13th of June in Sidney, par-

ticipants will learn a lot about the area's agricultural roots.
"The first day we will spend the morning focusing on a typi-
cal pioneer school day," Fine says. "We will have lesson
plans from the pioneer school curriculum, its emphasis on
the 3 Rs, and how teachers accomplished this task with no
technology to help them."

During the afternoon of the 12th, participants will ex-
plore aspects of agriculture as the pioneers handled it. "We'll
discuss meadow grasslands and how the settlers used them,
and how they used native plants for different purposes,"
Fine remarks. "We will talk about sod busting and how it
was done, and we may try to build a replica of a sod house."

During the first day's session, Richland County exten-
sion agent Judy Johnson will also discuss what settlers
ate, a typical meal, and what school children brought to
school to eat for lunch.

The second day, June 13, topics will include philan-
thropy and how every person plays a role in the community.
This lesson will be taught through quilting, and how each
piece comes together to make a complete product.

"You need all the pieces for a finished quilt," Fine com-
ments.

Fine believes this seminar will prove interesting to those
who attend. "This is a unique way for teachers to get cred-
its," Fine says. "They can incorporate this information into
the classroom to teach local history and heritage."

The class will be limited to fifty participants, so inter-
ested people need to contact their local county agent for
more details and to register. "This is the first time we've
done this in Sidney," Fine concludes. "Any teacher in the
area can attend this seminar."

The two day session may also qualify participants for a
graduate credit as well. Contact your local county agent for
more information.
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Support Agricultural Research
By Lois Kerr

If we stop and think about it, we all realize the value
of agricultural research. Studies show repeatedly that
federal and state funding for agricultural research and
development produces high returns for the money
spent and it also ensures a safe, abundant food sup-
ply for Americans.

However, politics dictate the amount of money
spent for agricultural research. Some politicians who
have no understanding of agriculture still feel qualified
to make decisions regarding this vital industry, and they
therefore make poor choices. Part of the reason why
these people make wrong choices lies in the fact that it
may take years for results to accrue in research stud-

ies. In this instant gratification society, people often
expect immediate results and when these results aren’t
forthcoming within months, they feel the program or
research has no value.

According to a paper written by Paul W. Heisey with
the Economic Research Service, a branch of the USDA,
“many economic studies that provide the strongest
evidence for high returns to public research focus on
aggregate data for the entire agricultural sector and
analyze the effects of past investments rather than
specific effects of current research programs.” In other
words, current research sometimes is ignored or dis-
missed as of no value by those who hold the purse
strings.

Although agricultural research provides
high returns for dollars spent, very few of these
returns can point to one specific research
project. Researchers use information gained
from one study to build new research, and
the cumulative findings provide the new rec-
ommendations and best practices results. It
may take years after the original research has
concluded before people understand the ben-
efits it provided. Without all these studies that
build and expand on previous research we
would all lose.

This is an election year. Money is tight,
programs that seem non-productive will get
cut and left by the wayside.

We in this area understand that efficient
agricultural practices are not a luxury; they
are a necessity if people expect to have food
to eat in the coming years. It is time to elect
politicians who believe in agriculture, who
understand agriculture, and who will go the
extra mile to ensure that agriculture has all
the help it needs. This help includes increas-
ing funding for agricultural research as well
as ensuring that farmers and ranchers have
safety nets to ensure that in a bad year, they
don’t lose the farm or ranch.

Question candidates regarding their view-
point on agriculture, what they plan to do or
not do for agriculture, their goals for assisting
agricultural interests, and their specific plan
for obtaining those goals. We can’t afford to
elect a person who knows nothing about ag-
riculture or who believes oil and ‘progress’ are
more important than agriculture. If we care
about the future of our grandchildren, it is time
to step up to the plate and support the vital
industry that keeps food on our plates.

Agricultural research provides huge benefits for Americans
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Energy Beet Studies Continue
By Lois Kerr

According to recently enacted legislation, by the year
2020, the US must have 36 billion gallons of renewable
fuels in the market with 21 billion gallons made from ad-
vanced biofuels. Advanced biofuels produce 50% less car-
bon emissions as compared to petroleum-based fuels, and
it appears that energy beets meet this advanced biofuel
requirement. North Dakota State University (NDSU) recently
concluded a lifecycle analysis of energy beets, and found
that energy beets do meet this classification. An advanced
biofuel classification carries with it the potential for signifi-
cant economic benefits for those who grow this form of
biofuel energy.

To assist NDSU in its continuing research into energy
beets, which are regular sugarbeet varieties bred exclusively
for the biofuel market and not for human consumption, the
Williston Research Extension Center (WREC) has grown
different varieties of energy beets for the past three years,
with research focusing on yield and sugar production. “We’ve
had several varieties of energy beets under study for the
past three years,” says Chet Hill, Area Agricultural Diversi-
fication/Value Added Specialist at the WREC. “We’ve tested
quite a few varieties already utilized in European countries,
and we are testing yields and sugar content of these variet-
ies. Williston is just one of several test locations around the
state doing this sort of research on energy beets.”

Energy beets look like the edible varieties of sugarbeets,

and they have many of the same growing requirements.
“Energy beets aren’t much different from the regular variet-
ies used for human consumption,” says Hill. “They look the
same and they weigh about the same. Energy beets do not
have as pure a sugar as the regular sugarbeet varieties, but
that doesn’t matter for biofuel production.”

Research shows that growers can harvest energy beets
in a variety of different soils outside of North Dakota’s tradi-
tional sugarbeet area of the Red River Valley. NDSU re-
searchers have grown energy beets in irrigated and dryland
test trials across North Dakota for the past several years.

Energy beets may become an option for growers in the
future, depending on economic circumstances. While the
price of sugar remains high and no ethanol plant exists in
the area ready to receive energy beets, growers will con-
tinue to grow the regular edible varieties of sugarbeet. How-
ever, if sugar prices fall and if an ethanol plant starts up,
energy beets could become an attractive crop.

“We already know how to grow beets in this region,” Hill
remarks, “and growers already have the necessary equip-
ment. It will come down to economics. Energy beets would
have to be competitive with regular beets, and there will
also have to be a biofuel plant in the area.”

He concludes, “They’ve been growing energy beets in
Europe for many years. Europeans have more concern for
energy alternatives. The US has no energy plan like Europe
does.”
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What is interesting to ponder is how the poultry world
has modified the chicken to become what it is today.

By Kris Ringwall, Beef Specialist
NDSU Extension Service

The question of birth weight is always a good topic
during calving. More precisely, birth weight involving calv-
ing replacement heifers or first-calf heifers. Generally, older
cows have few calving problems.

The challenge with younger cattle rests with proper heifer
development and sire selection in the world of high-growth
beef cattle. It may seem inappropriate to some, but the
poultry world is a fascinating one. Believe it or not, the poul-
try industry has many of the same issues as beef.

When it comes to meat and egg production, there is a
reason that the poultry industry is a tough competitor with
beef. There is no need to go into the details because no one
would deny that feed efficiency and growth are the founda-
tion of the broiler industry. However, the broiler industry has
to start somewhere. That somewhere is the egg, just like
the beef business starts with an egg.

Once fertilized, the egg in both industries continues to
grow until a marketable product is achieved. In the broiler,
by two months all the biological processes have ceased
because the broiler has been harvested. In the beef world, a
couple of years may pass before harvest. In either case,
growth and feed efficiency are critical to the success of the
business.

What is interesting to ponder is how the poultry world
has modified the chicken to become what it is today. The
starting line is the same for broilers or egg producers. In
other words, all chicks, at least to the naked eye, are simi-
lar when they hatch. Why? Well, hens need to produce eggs
and eggs need to be laid without assistance.

Breeding systems assure that the genetics of the broiler
are expressed after they hatch, not before. Otherwise, the
chick would be doomed to death if confined to the same
space as a slow- growing chick during the first 21 days of
its productive life.

Perhaps in the world of beef production, the same ques-
tion is relevant. Breeding systems should be designed to
make sure that the calf, in its first 283 days of life, does not
outgrow its shell, which is the uterus. However, before one
discusses birth weight, growth in its raw, unregulated form
needs to be appreciated.

The broiler industry has selected post-birth growth to
be a function of the ability to consume nutrient-dense
feedstuffs at a rate that will assure an efficient, profitable
product at harvest. In fact, most broilers would have very
little function outside of their designed life expectancy, even
to the point of what are called “flip-overs,” which are birds

BeefTalk: Birth Weight
In The Eyes Of A Chicken

that outgrow their own biological systems and succumb.
Their ability to survive is regulated by management,

monitoring nutrient input to keep flip-overs to a minimum.
Designed genetics, growth, products and recipes are used
to please the human palate. The poultry industry does not
have birthing difficulty. Chicks control growth in the shell.
Not until the chick hatches does the all-out, predesigned
broiler chick kick in and grow at all biological costs to reach
a marketable weight.

Some hatcheries even have warning messages, such
as “do not continuously feed these chicks because mortal-
ity will go up.” Producers realize that the chick no longer
has the capacity to determine for itself when it should quit
eating, so they need to manage the chicks accordingly.

Now back to the beef cow. We still have considerable
discussion about birth weight. There are very real reasons
to accelerate growth in cattle. Much like chickens, geneti-
cally predesigned steers that assure maximum feed effi-
ciency and lean growth are desired, along with the palatabil-
ity of the harvested product.

Should the beef industry be able to regulate prebirth
growth just like the broiler industry? Small calves or, at least
average calves at birth, are very possible and so is the
increased capacity to grow post-birth. Chicken or cattle DNA
utilize the same biological processes and respond the same
to selection.

Although they evolved from distinctly different organ-
isms, both respond to the impact of natural and man-made
selection. Genetic or breeding systems are not unique to
the poultry industry. The same genes or at least similar genes
are present.

Birth weight is manageable in cattle and, with today’s
vast amount of data, there is very little reason to have cattle
birthing problems. The real answer is in developing breed-
ing systems, utilizing the right type of bulls on the right type
cows, and even having a different system for the heifers to
aid in lowering calving difficulty and increasing the produc-
tive life span as the heifers mature.

If the poultry industry can do it, so can the beef indus-
try. However, let’s all hope that we avoid flip-over steers.
Growth is great but needs to be managed.

Perhaps the best manager is the keeper of the genes.
May you find all your ear tags.
Your comments are always welcome at http://

www.BeefTalk.com.
For more information, contact Ringwall at 1041 State

Ave., Dickinson, ND 58601, or go to http://
www.CHAPS2000.com on the Internet.

(Ringwall is a North Dakota State University Extension
Service livestock specialist and the Dickinson Research
Extension Center director.)



What’s Happening In The Weather Arena
By Lois Kerr

This has certainly been a strange weather year, with no
winter to speak of, very dry conditions, and unusually warm
temperatures this spring. Tanja Fransen with the Glasgow
weather office reports that we can expect the odd weather
to continue.

“The latest Climate Outlook isn’t showing anything spe-
cial in May (equal chances of above or below normal tem-
peratures and precipitation),” she said in her newsletter. “The
ones that did catch my eye were the probability of below
normal precipitation for May-June-July, and then the above
normal temperatures in the Sep-Oct-Nov and Oct-Nov-Dec
time frame.  You can look at all the outlooks yourself at
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/.”

She continues, “Lastly, starting this weekend through
May 1, the forecast and the outlooks are showing above
normal temperatures. We would normally see readings in
the 60s for highs this time of year, but we will have mid 70s
to mid 80s possible during that time frame. If you need to
burn, please make sure to check the forecast before doing
so, and check with your dispatch office first as well. Warm
temperatures, low humidity, abnormally dry
conditions and strong winds are a signifi-
cant problem for fire conditions this year,
and most of our area fire departments are
running well ahead of normal on fire calls.”

Severe storms have hit areas of the US
in recent weeks, so Fransen reminds people
what weathercasters mean when they talk
about weather watches, warnings, and tor-
nado ratings.

“A watch means severe weather is pos-
sible in the next 6 hours across a broad area.
It’s time to put things away, and think about
what you will do if a warning is later issued,”
she explains. “A warning is issued for 1” hail,
58 mph or higher winds, or a tornado. This
means we expect it to happen in the next
hour or it is already occurring. At this point
you should move indoors, into a safe shel-
ter. We do not issue “warnings” for severe
weather days in advance, it’s called an out-
look.”

She continues, “Tornadoes are not rated
until after they are over. They are rated based
on the damage that they cause. A mile wide
tornado that lasts 20 minutes and travels 20
miles, but causes no damage is an EF-0. A
¼ mile wide tornado that last 5 minutes and
destroys a grain elevator will be rated much
higher. It generally takes 24 hours or more
before a rating is assigned, and only the
National Weather Service can assign a rat-
ing.”

Fransen offers various websites for those interested in
keeping track of the weather “To learn more about severe
weather in Montana, visit our website: http://
www.wrh.noaa.gov/byz/severe/index.php?wfo=ggw,” she
says. “Also, some of the best videos I’ve seen on being
prepared for disaster are being done by the Metro Kansas
City Emergency Management Agencies. If you have a few
minutes (2-3 minutes per video), these funny videos really
get you thinking of the easy things you could and should do
to prepare for disaster.”

Episodes 1-6: http://www.youtube.com/user/
PrepareMetroKC?feature=watch

Fransen also gives a web site that provides an interest-
ing wind map. “Two scientists with Google took the NWS
wind forecasts, and put them into a pretty cool map that is
animated and updated each hour. You can pick out high
pressure (winds rotating clockwise) and low pressure sys-
tems (winds rotating counter-clockwise), as well as frontal
boundaries (winds merging together). Check it out; it really
is one of the neatest things I’ve seen in a long time,” she
says. http://hint.fm/wind/index.html
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Irrigation Water Spurs
Sugarbeet Planting

By Lois Kerr
Sugarbeet season

started up in earnest for the
season with the arrival of wa-
ter in the irrigation canal. Ex-
tremely dry conditions
prompted many growers to
wait until irrigation water be-
came available before they
began the process of planting
this year’s crop. “I thought
we’d see an early planting
year this spring, but we didn’t,” says Russ Fullmer,
Sidney Sugars Agricultural Manager. “Growers waited

for water before planting be-
cause the crop will need wa-
tered up. We really need rain;
everything is so dry.”

He adds, “Some areas
received a half inch with that
last rain, but we need a real
soaker.”

Fullmer expects growers
to complete planting by mid
May. “Growers are getting the
job done,” he says. “Irrigation

has begun all over the Valley. As soon as people can
get water, they’ll be irrigating, and it will be business as

usual.”
Sidney Sugars has contracted

32,900 acres of sugarbeets this
year, similar to last year’s original
contracting. “We were hoping for
33,000 acres so we nearly made
that goal,” Fullmer comments.
“There hasn’t been much redis-
tribution of acres this year in spite
of all the oil field activity.”

The factory crews and Sidney
Sugars have reached a new three
year contract agreement, a fact
that works in everyone’s favor.
Fullmer also notes that negotia-
tions with the growers will com-
mence sometime this summer for
a new grower contract.

Sugar prices remain high, a
fact that benefits both growers
and the factory. “Sugar prices are
good so that bodes well for ev-
eryone,” Fullmer remarks.

At this point in time, growers
and Sidney Sugars expect to see
a relatively normal growing sea-
son, with the exception of the very
dry conditions. Fullmer hopes all
goes well and that rains make a
return in the near future so all
farmers can realize good har-
vests. “We’re just getting the crop
planted, we’ll be looking at fields
over the next month, and we are
all praying for rain,” he concludes.
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T&A Seeds, located in Beach, grows and
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and then sells products to his customers that
he knows will work. He evaluates the quality
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ity, testing the product himself on his own farm.
He shares his results with customers to en-
sure that each farmer receives the best pos-
sible product for his individual operation.

Smith values honesty and it is not the in-
tent of T&A Seeds to merely sell the farmer
what the business has available. Rather, T&A
Seeds strives to provide farmers with the prod-
ucts that will work best in the environment.
Smith points out that T&A Seeds has a stake
in all farming success.

Growing certified seed requires time, ef-
fort and money, along with time-consuming
effort. Certified seed costs more than non-cer-
tified seed, but it provides a premium product
and a guaranteed return on investment.

T&A Seeds can be reached at 701-872-
3248, through the web site at
www.tnaseeds.com, and by email
seeds@tnaseeds.com.

Corn

Forages: Alfalfa, Grasses and Wildflowers

Cereals

Pulse Crops: Peas and Lentils

Innoculants

Custom Application

Oilseed Crop: Canola



From the field to the
table ...our quality

sugar is grown and
processed in the

MonDak area.
Always available at your
favorite grocery outlet.

T & A Seeds
Andrew Smith
Beach, ND
Phone: 701.872.3248
www.tnaseeds.com

Quality • Variety • Profitability
Where you can get all of your

farm seed needs!

Buy Local Products & Services In The MonDak Area

Customer Service is Our #1 Priority

Farm & Ranch Products & Construction
Materials.  New Steel, Auminum & Stainless.
Brady Smelser • Tim Mulholland • Kelly Moody • Bret Smelser • Ernie Gawryluk

Glendive
2703 W. Towne St.
1-800-423-5219

Williston
13896 W. Front St.
1-800-820-5493

Plentywood
Hwy 16 East

406-765-2624

Sidney
35002 CR 123
406-433-7737

1-855-810-2995

PRAIRIE PACKING
& MEATS CO.

USDA Inspected Facility
Local Beef & Pork 1/2s, 1/4s & bundles
Custom Slaughter & Processing
Choice Steaks, Roasts, Chops &
Ground Beef
Wholesale to Food Services Businesses

Corner of Hwy 1804
& East Bypass in

Williston
Just 6 blocks down
the new paved road!

David Slais
Plant Mgr.

�

�
�
�

�

701-577-6788 • 7-5:30 M-F • 9-Noon Sat. • Major Credit Cards Welcome

PRAIRIE PACKING
& MEATS CO.

Located Just North
of Walmart

4324 4th Ave. W.
Williston

We Have:
•Press Brake •Shear •Plasma Table

•Auto Feed Band Saw •Piranha Iron Worker

We Carry:
•New Steel •Aluminum •Stainless Steel •Misc. Piano Hinges,

Weld On Hinges, Latches

701-774-2231

Ag Roundup May 2012 2120 Ag Roundup May 2012

T&A
Seeds

T&A Seeds, located in Beach, grows and
sells certified seed. T&A Seeds strives to get
the best quality, variety and geographical fit
for the area, and by working with breeders in
both the public and private breeding systems,
the business can offer quality forage, cereal,
pulse, oilseeds and inoculants to customers.

T&A Seeds also can custom apply most
chemicals and seed treatments.

At T&A Seeds, grower Andrew Smith grows
and then sells products to his customers that
he knows will work. He evaluates the quality
and superiority of each product for adaptabil-
ity, testing the product himself on his own farm.
He shares his results with customers to en-
sure that each farmer receives the best pos-
sible product for his individual operation.

Smith values honesty and it is not the in-
tent of T&A Seeds to merely sell the farmer
what the business has available. Rather, T&A
Seeds strives to provide farmers with the prod-
ucts that will work best in the environment.
Smith points out that T&A Seeds has a stake
in all farming success.

Growing certified seed requires time, ef-
fort and money, along with time-consuming
effort. Certified seed costs more than non-cer-
tified seed, but it provides a premium product
and a guaranteed return on investment.

T&A Seeds can be reached at 701-872-
3248, through the web site at
www.tnaseeds.com, and by email
seeds@tnaseeds.com.

Corn

Forages: Alfalfa, Grasses and Wildflowers

Cereals

Pulse Crops: Peas and Lentils

Innoculants

Custom Application

Oilseed Crop: Canola



Irrigation Water Spurs
Sugarbeet Planting

By Lois Kerr
Sugarbeet season

started up in earnest for the
season with the arrival of wa-
ter in the irrigation canal. Ex-
tremely dry conditions
prompted many growers to
wait until irrigation water be-
came available before they
began the process of planting
this year’s crop. “I thought
we’d see an early planting
year this spring, but we didn’t,” says Russ Fullmer,
Sidney Sugars Agricultural Manager. “Growers waited

for water before planting be-
cause the crop will need wa-
tered up. We really need rain;
everything is so dry.”

He adds, “Some areas
received a half inch with that
last rain, but we need a real
soaker.”

Fullmer expects growers
to complete planting by mid
May. “Growers are getting the
job done,” he says. “Irrigation

has begun all over the Valley. As soon as people can
get water, they’ll be irrigating, and it will be business as

usual.”
Sidney Sugars has contracted

32,900 acres of sugarbeets this
year, similar to last year’s original
contracting. “We were hoping for
33,000 acres so we nearly made
that goal,” Fullmer comments.
“There hasn’t been much redis-
tribution of acres this year in spite
of all the oil field activity.”

The factory crews and Sidney
Sugars have reached a new three
year contract agreement, a fact
that works in everyone’s favor.
Fullmer also notes that negotia-
tions with the growers will com-
mence sometime this summer for
a new grower contract.

Sugar prices remain high, a
fact that benefits both growers
and the factory. “Sugar prices are
good so that bodes well for ev-
eryone,” Fullmer remarks.

At this point in time, growers
and Sidney Sugars expect to see
a relatively normal growing sea-
son, with the exception of the very
dry conditions. Fullmer hopes all
goes well and that rains make a
return in the near future so all
farmers can realize good har-
vests. “We’re just getting the crop
planted, we’ll be looking at fields
over the next month, and we are
all praying for rain,” he concludes.
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What’s Happening In The Weather Arena
By Lois Kerr

This has certainly been a strange weather year, with no
winter to speak of, very dry conditions, and unusually warm
temperatures this spring. Tanja Fransen with the Glasgow
weather office reports that we can expect the odd weather
to continue.

“The latest Climate Outlook isn’t showing anything spe-
cial in May (equal chances of above or below normal tem-
peratures and precipitation),” she said in her newsletter. “The
ones that did catch my eye were the probability of below
normal precipitation for May-June-July, and then the above
normal temperatures in the Sep-Oct-Nov and Oct-Nov-Dec
time frame.  You can look at all the outlooks yourself at
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/.”

She continues, “Lastly, starting this weekend through
May 1, the forecast and the outlooks are showing above
normal temperatures. We would normally see readings in
the 60s for highs this time of year, but we will have mid 70s
to mid 80s possible during that time frame. If you need to
burn, please make sure to check the forecast before doing
so, and check with your dispatch office first as well. Warm
temperatures, low humidity, abnormally dry
conditions and strong winds are a signifi-
cant problem for fire conditions this year,
and most of our area fire departments are
running well ahead of normal on fire calls.”

Severe storms have hit areas of the US
in recent weeks, so Fransen reminds people
what weathercasters mean when they talk
about weather watches, warnings, and tor-
nado ratings.

“A watch means severe weather is pos-
sible in the next 6 hours across a broad area.
It’s time to put things away, and think about
what you will do if a warning is later issued,”
she explains. “A warning is issued for 1” hail,
58 mph or higher winds, or a tornado. This
means we expect it to happen in the next
hour or it is already occurring. At this point
you should move indoors, into a safe shel-
ter. We do not issue “warnings” for severe
weather days in advance, it’s called an out-
look.”

She continues, “Tornadoes are not rated
until after they are over. They are rated based
on the damage that they cause. A mile wide
tornado that lasts 20 minutes and travels 20
miles, but causes no damage is an EF-0. A
¼ mile wide tornado that last 5 minutes and
destroys a grain elevator will be rated much
higher. It generally takes 24 hours or more
before a rating is assigned, and only the
National Weather Service can assign a rat-
ing.”

Fransen offers various websites for those interested in
keeping track of the weather “To learn more about severe
weather in Montana, visit our website: http://
www.wrh.noaa.gov/byz/severe/index.php?wfo=ggw,” she
says. “Also, some of the best videos I’ve seen on being
prepared for disaster are being done by the Metro Kansas
City Emergency Management Agencies. If you have a few
minutes (2-3 minutes per video), these funny videos really
get you thinking of the easy things you could and should do
to prepare for disaster.”

Episodes 1-6: http://www.youtube.com/user/
PrepareMetroKC?feature=watch

Fransen also gives a web site that provides an interest-
ing wind map. “Two scientists with Google took the NWS
wind forecasts, and put them into a pretty cool map that is
animated and updated each hour. You can pick out high
pressure (winds rotating clockwise) and low pressure sys-
tems (winds rotating counter-clockwise), as well as frontal
boundaries (winds merging together). Check it out; it really
is one of the neatest things I’ve seen in a long time,” she
says. http://hint.fm/wind/index.html
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What is interesting to ponder is how the poultry world
has modified the chicken to become what it is today.

By Kris Ringwall, Beef Specialist
NDSU Extension Service

The question of birth weight is always a good topic
during calving. More precisely, birth weight involving calv-
ing replacement heifers or first-calf heifers. Generally, older
cows have few calving problems.

The challenge with younger cattle rests with proper heifer
development and sire selection in the world of high-growth
beef cattle. It may seem inappropriate to some, but the
poultry world is a fascinating one. Believe it or not, the poul-
try industry has many of the same issues as beef.

When it comes to meat and egg production, there is a
reason that the poultry industry is a tough competitor with
beef. There is no need to go into the details because no one
would deny that feed efficiency and growth are the founda-
tion of the broiler industry. However, the broiler industry has
to start somewhere. That somewhere is the egg, just like
the beef business starts with an egg.

Once fertilized, the egg in both industries continues to
grow until a marketable product is achieved. In the broiler,
by two months all the biological processes have ceased
because the broiler has been harvested. In the beef world, a
couple of years may pass before harvest. In either case,
growth and feed efficiency are critical to the success of the
business.

What is interesting to ponder is how the poultry world
has modified the chicken to become what it is today. The
starting line is the same for broilers or egg producers. In
other words, all chicks, at least to the naked eye, are simi-
lar when they hatch. Why? Well, hens need to produce eggs
and eggs need to be laid without assistance.

Breeding systems assure that the genetics of the broiler
are expressed after they hatch, not before. Otherwise, the
chick would be doomed to death if confined to the same
space as a slow- growing chick during the first 21 days of
its productive life.

Perhaps in the world of beef production, the same ques-
tion is relevant. Breeding systems should be designed to
make sure that the calf, in its first 283 days of life, does not
outgrow its shell, which is the uterus. However, before one
discusses birth weight, growth in its raw, unregulated form
needs to be appreciated.

The broiler industry has selected post-birth growth to
be a function of the ability to consume nutrient-dense
feedstuffs at a rate that will assure an efficient, profitable
product at harvest. In fact, most broilers would have very
little function outside of their designed life expectancy, even
to the point of what are called “flip-overs,” which are birds

BeefTalk: Birth Weight
In The Eyes Of A Chicken

that outgrow their own biological systems and succumb.
Their ability to survive is regulated by management,

monitoring nutrient input to keep flip-overs to a minimum.
Designed genetics, growth, products and recipes are used
to please the human palate. The poultry industry does not
have birthing difficulty. Chicks control growth in the shell.
Not until the chick hatches does the all-out, predesigned
broiler chick kick in and grow at all biological costs to reach
a marketable weight.

Some hatcheries even have warning messages, such
as “do not continuously feed these chicks because mortal-
ity will go up.” Producers realize that the chick no longer
has the capacity to determine for itself when it should quit
eating, so they need to manage the chicks accordingly.

Now back to the beef cow. We still have considerable
discussion about birth weight. There are very real reasons
to accelerate growth in cattle. Much like chickens, geneti-
cally predesigned steers that assure maximum feed effi-
ciency and lean growth are desired, along with the palatabil-
ity of the harvested product.

Should the beef industry be able to regulate prebirth
growth just like the broiler industry? Small calves or, at least
average calves at birth, are very possible and so is the
increased capacity to grow post-birth. Chicken or cattle DNA
utilize the same biological processes and respond the same
to selection.

Although they evolved from distinctly different organ-
isms, both respond to the impact of natural and man-made
selection. Genetic or breeding systems are not unique to
the poultry industry. The same genes or at least similar genes
are present.

Birth weight is manageable in cattle and, with today’s
vast amount of data, there is very little reason to have cattle
birthing problems. The real answer is in developing breed-
ing systems, utilizing the right type of bulls on the right type
cows, and even having a different system for the heifers to
aid in lowering calving difficulty and increasing the produc-
tive life span as the heifers mature.

If the poultry industry can do it, so can the beef indus-
try. However, let’s all hope that we avoid flip-over steers.
Growth is great but needs to be managed.

Perhaps the best manager is the keeper of the genes.
May you find all your ear tags.
Your comments are always welcome at http://

www.BeefTalk.com.
For more information, contact Ringwall at 1041 State

Ave., Dickinson, ND 58601, or go to http://
www.CHAPS2000.com on the Internet.

(Ringwall is a North Dakota State University Extension
Service livestock specialist and the Dickinson Research
Extension Center director.)
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Energy Beet Studies Continue
By Lois Kerr

According to recently enacted legislation, by the year
2020, the US must have 36 billion gallons of renewable
fuels in the market with 21 billion gallons made from ad-
vanced biofuels. Advanced biofuels produce 50% less car-
bon emissions as compared to petroleum-based fuels, and
it appears that energy beets meet this advanced biofuel
requirement. North Dakota State University (NDSU) recently
concluded a lifecycle analysis of energy beets, and found
that energy beets do meet this classification. An advanced
biofuel classification carries with it the potential for signifi-
cant economic benefits for those who grow this form of
biofuel energy.

To assist NDSU in its continuing research into energy
beets, which are regular sugarbeet varieties bred exclusively
for the biofuel market and not for human consumption, the
Williston Research Extension Center (WREC) has grown
different varieties of energy beets for the past three years,
with research focusing on yield and sugar production. “We’ve
had several varieties of energy beets under study for the
past three years,” says Chet Hill, Area Agricultural Diversi-
fication/Value Added Specialist at the WREC. “We’ve tested
quite a few varieties already utilized in European countries,
and we are testing yields and sugar content of these variet-
ies. Williston is just one of several test locations around the
state doing this sort of research on energy beets.”

Energy beets look like the edible varieties of sugarbeets,

and they have many of the same growing requirements.
“Energy beets aren’t much different from the regular variet-
ies used for human consumption,” says Hill. “They look the
same and they weigh about the same. Energy beets do not
have as pure a sugar as the regular sugarbeet varieties, but
that doesn’t matter for biofuel production.”

Research shows that growers can harvest energy beets
in a variety of different soils outside of North Dakota’s tradi-
tional sugarbeet area of the Red River Valley. NDSU re-
searchers have grown energy beets in irrigated and dryland
test trials across North Dakota for the past several years.

Energy beets may become an option for growers in the
future, depending on economic circumstances. While the
price of sugar remains high and no ethanol plant exists in
the area ready to receive energy beets, growers will con-
tinue to grow the regular edible varieties of sugarbeet. How-
ever, if sugar prices fall and if an ethanol plant starts up,
energy beets could become an attractive crop.

“We already know how to grow beets in this region,” Hill
remarks, “and growers already have the necessary equip-
ment. It will come down to economics. Energy beets would
have to be competitive with regular beets, and there will
also have to be a biofuel plant in the area.”

He concludes, “They’ve been growing energy beets in
Europe for many years. Europeans have more concern for
energy alternatives. The US has no energy plan like Europe
does.”
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Support Agricultural Research
By Lois Kerr

If we stop and think about it, we all realize the value
of agricultural research. Studies show repeatedly that
federal and state funding for agricultural research and
development produces high returns for the money
spent and it also ensures a safe, abundant food sup-
ply for Americans.

However, politics dictate the amount of money
spent for agricultural research. Some politicians who
have no understanding of agriculture still feel qualified
to make decisions regarding this vital industry, and they
therefore make poor choices. Part of the reason why
these people make wrong choices lies in the fact that it
may take years for results to accrue in research stud-

ies. In this instant gratification society, people often
expect immediate results and when these results aren’t
forthcoming within months, they feel the program or
research has no value.

According to a paper written by Paul W. Heisey with
the Economic Research Service, a branch of the USDA,
“many economic studies that provide the strongest
evidence for high returns to public research focus on
aggregate data for the entire agricultural sector and
analyze the effects of past investments rather than
specific effects of current research programs.” In other
words, current research sometimes is ignored or dis-
missed as of no value by those who hold the purse
strings.

Although agricultural research provides
high returns for dollars spent, very few of these
returns can point to one specific research
project. Researchers use information gained
from one study to build new research, and
the cumulative findings provide the new rec-
ommendations and best practices results. It
may take years after the original research has
concluded before people understand the ben-
efits it provided. Without all these studies that
build and expand on previous research we
would all lose.

This is an election year. Money is tight,
programs that seem non-productive will get
cut and left by the wayside.

We in this area understand that efficient
agricultural practices are not a luxury; they
are a necessity if people expect to have food
to eat in the coming years. It is time to elect
politicians who believe in agriculture, who
understand agriculture, and who will go the
extra mile to ensure that agriculture has all
the help it needs. This help includes increas-
ing funding for agricultural research as well
as ensuring that farmers and ranchers have
safety nets to ensure that in a bad year, they
don’t lose the farm or ranch.

Question candidates regarding their view-
point on agriculture, what they plan to do or
not do for agriculture, their goals for assisting
agricultural interests, and their specific plan
for obtaining those goals. We can’t afford to
elect a person who knows nothing about ag-
riculture or who believes oil and ‘progress’ are
more important than agriculture. If we care
about the future of our grandchildren, it is time
to step up to the plate and support the vital
industry that keeps food on our plates.

Agricultural research provides huge benefits for Americans



Agricultural research takes place in the field and in well equipped laboratories. Funding is needed to maintain
this vital work.

Continuing Education Class To
Focus on Agricultural Heritage

By Lois Kerr
To help teachers obtain needed continuing edu-

cation credits and at the same time educate them
on area history and heritage, the Montana State
University Extension Services will offer a two day
teacher training workshop in Sidney that will ex-
plore pioneer life, agriculture as it was a century
ago, and what farm children learned in school. Par-
ticipating offices include Culbertson, Scobey, and
Sidney.

"Teachers need to accumulate credits over a
period of time, and this workshop is a way of doing
this," says Tim Fine, Richland County extension
agent. "The Culbertson and Scobey extension of-
fices started offering continuing education programs
for teachers, and they were well received. This year they've
asked Richland County to be a part of it."

He continues, "This year the focus will be on history in
the classroom, and bringing that history to the classroom.
The idea came about because Scobey celebrates its cen-
tennial this year so we are integrating what schools used to

consist of and the trials the pioneers faced."
Scheduled for the 12th and 13th of June in Sidney, par-

ticipants will learn a lot about the area's agricultural roots.
"The first day we will spend the morning focusing on a typi-
cal pioneer school day," Fine says. "We will have lesson
plans from the pioneer school curriculum, its emphasis on
the 3 Rs, and how teachers accomplished this task with no
technology to help them."

During the afternoon of the 12th, participants will ex-
plore aspects of agriculture as the pioneers handled it. "We'll
discuss meadow grasslands and how the settlers used them,
and how they used native plants for different purposes,"
Fine remarks. "We will talk about sod busting and how it
was done, and we may try to build a replica of a sod house."

During the first day's session, Richland County exten-
sion agent Judy Johnson will also discuss what settlers
ate, a typical meal, and what school children brought to
school to eat for lunch.

The second day, June 13, topics will include philan-
thropy and how every person plays a role in the community.
This lesson will be taught through quilting, and how each
piece comes together to make a complete product.

"You need all the pieces for a finished quilt," Fine com-
ments.

Fine believes this seminar will prove interesting to those
who attend. "This is a unique way for teachers to get cred-
its," Fine says. "They can incorporate this information into
the classroom to teach local history and heritage."

The class will be limited to fifty participants, so inter-
ested people need to contact their local county agent for
more details and to register. "This is the first time we've
done this in Sidney," Fine concludes. "Any teacher in the
area can attend this seminar."

The two day session may also qualify participants for a
graduate credit as well. Contact your local county agent for
more information.
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Get Your Equipment
Ready For Spring With

Shell Lubricants

To protect your equipment and your livelihood, rely on premium
Shell oils and fluids: ROTELLA® T Multigrade Motor Oils, SPIRAX®
HD Gear Oils, RETINAX® WR2 Greases, DONAX® TD Transmission
Fluids and SHELLZONE® All-Season Antifreeze. So you can stay
out of the shop and in the fields.

Sidney, Montana • 901 3rd St. NE • On The Truck By-Pass • 406-433-4376

Cross Petroleum
24 Hour Self Serve Pumps • Most Major Credit Cards As Well As Our Local Card Accepted.

Watch For Our New Facility Opening Soon!
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New Facility Enhances
NDSU Beef Research

North Dakota State University’s new, state-of-the art
Beef Cattle Research Complex is taking beef cattle research
to a new level.

“This facility is the piece we needed to allow us to meet
the challenges of 21st century beef cattle production,” says
D.C. Coston, NDSU Agriculture and University Extension
vice president. “It complements intensive campus-based
facilities such as the Animal Nutrition and Physiology Cen-
ter and the extensive research capabilities at the Research
Extension Centers in Carrington, Streeter, Hettinger and
Dickinson.”

NDSU officials dedicated the facility last week and gave
visitors a glimpse of what will take place there.

“This is a great facility that will enhance our research
efforts on management, reproduction, nutrition and physiol-
ogy of beef cattle,” says Ken Grafton, North Dakota Agricul-
tural Experiment Station (NDAES) director and dean of
NDSU’s College of Agriculture, Food Systems and Natural
Resources. “The ability to carry out precise experiments in
these areas will greatly impact the beef cattle industry in
the state for many years.”

The complex, which can accommodate up to 192 cattle,
consists of a feeding area, cattle handling system, calving
pens, an office and laboratory area, and a facility for mixing
and storing feed.

Only three other research facilities in North America
have the same specialized feeding equipment. This equip-
ment is a key component in NDSU’s beef research because
researchers will be able to measure
and control feed intake for cattle indi-
vidually and provide a variety of diets
for cattle in the same pen, according
to Greg Lardy, head of NDSU’s Ani-
mal Sciences Department.

The feed facility will allow re-
searchers to mix, store and feed
cattle ingredients including hays,
grains, silages, wet and dry
byproducts, and dry and liquid supple-
ments.

Researchers will be able to use
ultrasonography to determine preg-
nancy or carcass quality and collect
tissue samples in the handling facil-
ity. The handling system also can pro-
cess and weigh all classes of cattle.

Nutrition and reproductive physi-
ology research in growing cattle and
pregnant and lactating beef cows will
be among the first projects conducted

at the complex.
The complex was constructed using a combination of

state and federal dollars totaling more than $3 million.
Development of the complex began in 2007 with the

State Board of Agricultural Research and Education
(SBARE) identifying it as state capital project funding prior-
ity 3 for the NDAES. NDSU requested $950,000 for the ini-
tial phase of construction. The North Dakota Legislature
provided $80,000 in planning funds and authorized NDSU
to expend $1 million in special (nonstate) funds on the facil-
ity.

The NDAES worked with the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture the following year to utilize a USDA grant for the
initial phase. The complex’s feeding barn was constructed
and site work was completed late in the fall of 2008 at a
cost of $701,900.

In 2009, SBARE identified the complex as capital fund-
ing priority 2. The Legislature provided the entire $2,612,400
that NDSU requested to complete the complex.

Construction continued in 2010, and the facility was
completed this spring.

“We greatly appreciate the strong support of the North
Dakota Stockmen’s Association, the North Dakota Beef
Commission and the State Board of Agricultural Research
and Education as we envisioned this complex,” Grafton says.
“We also give special thanks to the governor’s office and
the Legislature for allowing this facility to be established on
the NDSU campus.”

NDSU officials and dignitaries dedicate the Beef Cattle Research Complex.



WIFE Art Of Farming
Calendar Contest Winners

Montana WIFE (Women Involved in Farm Economics)
announces the winners of their twenty-sixth “The Art of Farm-
ing” calendar contest. WIFE received 573 student entries,
and we thank the students and their teachers for sending
some excellent art that made judging them a challenge.
Cash prizes and certificates have been awarded to first,
second and third place winners, and certificates for the hon-
orable mention places, in kindergarten through eighth grades.
Only 25 drawings can be used on the 2013 calendar that

will be ready for distribution in October. This contest is held
in conjunction with National Ag Week, and students draw
about their interests in farm life. This year’s winners are:

Kindergarten
Ty Westby, Opheim, 1st place, back page, Joyce Giddis,

Vida, 2nd place, back page, Josie Brown, Saco, 3rd place,
Kendra Manga, White Sulphur Springs, Honorable mention.

First Grade
Kayla Wipf, Conrad, 1st place, May, Lane Thompson,

Malta, 2nd place, back page, Boen Tande, Scobey, 3rd place,
Rhianna Johnson, Roundup, Honorable mention, Catelynn
Wegner, Roundup, Honorable Mention.

Second Grade
Adrianna Wipf, Conrad, 1st place, back page, Tori

Wasson, Great Falls, 2nd place, October, Daisy Hersel,
Scobey, 3rd place, Mandy Fuhrmann, Opheim, Honorable
Mention.

Third Grade
Lauren Doney, Malta, 1st place, back page, Jeremy Wipf,

Cut Bank, 2nd place, back page, Alexa Fishell, Scobey, 3rd

place August, Dakota Auck, Hobson, Honorable Mention,
Kooper Oxarart, Malta, Honorable Mention.

Fourth Grade
Heather LaBree, Ekalaka, 1st place, back page, Rose

Rychner, Ekalaka, 2nd place, back page, Hanna LaBree,
Ekalaka, 3rd place, July, Gabe Gonsioroski, Lambert, Hon-
orable Mention, February, Blake Lien, Lambert, Honorable
Mention.

Fifth Grade
Rosemarie Mokwa, Bozeman, 1st place, March, Sasha

Lurie, Roundup, 2nd place, November, Raina Mortenson,
Malta, 3rd place, Cover, Rachael Simons, Roy, Honorable
Mention, Ginny McCraken, Great Falls, Honorable Mention.

Sixth Grade
Lincoln Young, Bozeman, 1st place, April, Dax Thornton,

Lima, 2nd place, January, C.J. Nelson, Opheim, 3rd place,
back page, Khalyn Hayeness, Libby, Honorable Mention,
back page, Hannah Konen, Fairfield, Honorable Mention.

Seventh Grade
Seth Myhre, Scobey, 1st place, December, Aimee

McCracken, Great Falls, 2nd place, Amber Fink, Roy, 3rd

place, Catie Cavill, Ismay, Honorable Mention, back page,
Chase Hooper, Geraldine, Honorable Mention.

Eighth Grade
Isabelle Pardew, Belgrade, 1st place, June, Carrie Cota,

Roundup, 2nd place, September, Walker Adams, Melstone,
3rd place, Cole Sluggett, Roy, Honorable Mention, Rebecca
Turley, Melstone, Honorable Mention.
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A Little Bit Country
Know Rules For Herbicide Carryover

Warren Froelich
NDSU Extension Agent, Williams County

Herbicides have become a very important tool in almost
every corner of raw food production. Without them, weeds would
grow out of control, production would be severely impaired,
precious top soil would be lost to wind and or water erosion and
the cost to feed a family would be higher than it is today.

Years ago when there were less than a handful of herbi-
cides available to wheat producers crop diversity was almost
non-existent. Now that we have many more herbicides avail-
able, farm producers of this area can choose valuable crops
such as lentils, peas, safflowers, sunflowers, canola and others
to rotate with wheat. Not only do such rotations reduce weed
pressures but the rotations to other crops following wheat can
play a significant role in reducing diseases and insects which
target specific crops.

However, using specific herbicides on certain crops can
present some management problems because of possible
carryover of a herbicide which can damage certain crops to
follow. For example, the herbicide WideMatch is an economical
formulation of clopyralid and very effective on kochia, buck-
wheat and Canada thistle. However, it can be damaging to len-
tils planted the following year.

To assist crop producers assess potential carryover of a
herbicide, the North Dakota Weed Control Guide contains a

section listing possible crop rotation restrictions. The Guide is
available free of charge at any County Extension Office in North
Dakota.

Many herbicides are broken down in the soil by microbial
decomposition. Some are broken down by chemical reactions.
Most herbicide molecules are more tightly absorbed to soil par-
ticles in dry soil than moist soils.Chemical degradation of herbi-
cides in soil is affected by soil pH. Acid hydrolysis nearly ceases
at soil pH above 6.8 which is unheard of in this part of North
Dakota. The bulk of our soils have pH level above 7.25.

Persistence of phytotoxic levels of a herbicide for more than
one year can be a problem with some herbicides. Herbicide
residues are most likely to occur following years with low rainfall
because chemical and microbial activity needed to degrade
herbicides are limited in dry soil.

Herbicide residues often can be detected by a bioassay
which simply is the growing of a susceptible crop in a sample of
soil collected from the field where the crop is grown and also in
another soil sample collected from a field known not to have the
herbicide in question. It is important to remember the effects of
some herbicides do not show their heavy-hand until 2-3 weeks
after emergence. Always make comparisons of plants growing
in soil pots of both the field in question and that of the pot with
soil known to be free of the herbicide in question.
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Featuring the MonDak Area's
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Open 7 Days A Week
On the West Bypass, Williston

Prime Rib every
Thursday

•••
All-You-Can

Eat Daily Buffet
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•••
Kids Eat FREE
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•••
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Citizens Night

•••
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9-2 Sat. & Sun.

Family Dining
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Steaks

Happy Hour 5-7 p.m. • Private Casino
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& Salad

Bar

•Seafood
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•Steaks

Steakhouse Hours:
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Nine Year Study To Focus
On Unusual Rotations

By Lois Kerr
In recent years we’ve heard a lot about the green move-

ment, or attempts to conserve natural resources and to find
suitable alternatives to oil. Growing crops to determine their
worth as a biofuel has become a focus for scientists and
likely will continue to take precedence in the coming years.

A group of researchers at the USDA/ARS Northern
Plains Agricultural Research Lab in Sidney will collaborate
on a long term study that will look at rotations using oilseed
and pulse crops in rotation with more traditional area crops,
and whether these rotations will benefit farmers over a long
period of time. “We’ve seen more emphasis on biofuels re-
search within ARS from the national level and as fuel prices
rise, interest among the general public continues to grow as
well,” says Dr. Bart Stevens, research
agronomist. “We’ve designed a study to
investigate the implications of incorporat-
ing biofuel crops into our rotations. We want
to see if these rotations will help reduce
weed and disease pressures, how well
these crops produce, how they affect long-
term profitability and what impact they
have on soil quality and the environment.”

He continues, “We are currently con-
ducting an irrigated crop rotation study in
Sidney at the Montana State University
Eastern Agricultural Research Extension
Center and we will also begin a similar study
at our Nesson Valley research site. Both
studies include crops that can be used for
biofuel production. We also conduct crop-
ping systems studies at our dryland sites
near Sidney and Froid but those studies
will focus on incorporating more oilseeds
into the rotation because we see dryland
systems as a logical fit for oil crops.”

For the irrigated study at Nesson Val-
ley, the researchers will use corn and soy-
beans in the rotation, along with energy
sugarbeets and barley. “We chose corn
and soybeans to use in the study with bar-
ley and sugarbeets because of grower in-
terest in these crops.” Stevens says. “Corn
and soybeans have undergone genetic de-
velopment that makes them more suitable
for this area. These crops not only are ed-
ible, but they can be used as biofuels as
well.”

Using crops for biofuel brings to mind
the old question of food versus fuel, and
what is the best way to use our shrinking

agricultural lands. Stevens points out that this study does
not address this question, but that corn does serve a dual
purpose.  “We can grow corn and soybeans for fuel or for
food,” he comments. “Farmers need diversity in their rota-
tions because of disease and weed problems. Soybeans
provide nitrogen benefits to the soil, and corn is very flex-
ible. We can grow corn for use as food and still use the
stover, or leaves, stems, and stalks, for biofuel. Corn is
truly a dual purpose crop. We will also use energy beets in
this study, not regular beets, as again, energy beets have
potential to contribute to biofuel production.”

Because corn and barley are both susceptible to a dis-
ease called fusarium, researchers want to investigate the
ways of including these two crops together in a four crop

The nine year study will include soybeans, shown immediately behind
Stevens, and a corn plot in the distance. These two crops were also part
of another study done by Stevens.



rotation without causing this disease to get out of hand.
“We want to see if we can get the right sequence and we
want to determine if a rotation of energy beets, corn, soy-
beans, and barley will work,” Stevens remarks. “We also
want to see if barley production is affected when soybean
is grown the previous year.”

He adds, “Our ultimate goal is to reduce costs and en-
hance profitability for farmers while protecting the natural
resources that we all depend on.”

Because this is a large research project that requires
multiple test plots, Stevens and his colleagues will spend
this year setting up the study. They then will do two full
rotations over the course of the next eight years. “We’ll plant
all crops each year to account for environmental conditions,”
Stevens says. “We also will grow all crops under conven-

The study willl
include research
with soybeans
included in the
rotation.

tional tillage and compare it to the same rotations using no
till.”

He concludes, “This will be a large study with a lot of
test plots required but we hope that when it is completed we
will have provided information that will benefit area growers.
We will provide up-
dates at annual field
days as the studies
progress.”

Great Blue Herons A Delight To Behold
By Lois Kerr

I saw not one but two great blue herons the other day.
The sight of these birds always inspires me and fills me
with a sense of awe as they fly with slow strong wing beats
across the sky. These magnificent creatures truly are a treat
for the eyes. These graceful birds are not always easy to
spot, but I generally see a great blue heron twice or maybe
three times a season, so to spot two of them together pro-
vided me with an unexpected gift. I assume they are a nest-
ing pair, ready to lay and incubate their eggs.

The largest heron in North America, the great blue her-
ons look gigantic in flight with their long legs, long necks
held in towards their bodies, and their approximate six foot

wingspans.  These solitary birds can adapt to many habi-
tats, and we are lucky that the MonDak is one area where
these birds choose to nest. They live in sheltered, shallow
bays, sloughs, marshes, wetlands, and shores of lakes and
rivers.

These birds, although solitary foragers, generally breed
in colonies of a few to a few hundred pairs, and do not like
the presence of humans. Whole colonies will abandon their
nests if disturbed by human activity. Adults bond for a year
only, and find new mates each spring. In February, males
select their individual nesting territory and set about to at-
tract a female. A pair usually builds their platform-type nest
high in a tree. Both male and female incubate the eggs,

usually three to five eggs per couple, for the
approximate month it takes for the eggs to
hatch. Both parents regurgitate food for the
young, who can fly at about two months of
age but will continue to return to the nest for
another few weeks.

These magnificent birds eat fish, am-
phibians, reptiles, small rodents such as
gophers and mice, and small birds. When
foraging for food, they stand motionlessly
along riverbanks or wetlands, waiting for
lunch to come walking along. They also will
wade in belly deep water, and although they
seem to move slowly, they snatch their prey
with great speed by grabbing it with their bills.

Great blue herons hunt mostly during
daytime hours, but they may also hunt at
night.

Great blue herons do have some natural
enemies. Bald eagles which are increasing
in numbers but with less foraging habitat,
have begun to feed on great blue heron
chicks. Crows also loiter near nesting areas
and raid eggs whenever possible.

Great blue herons, like many of us hu-
mans, greatly dislike noise. Construction work
near a
colony can
totally dis-
rupt it,
leading the
birds to to-
tally aban-
don the
nests.

If you
see a great
blue heron
this sea-
son, con-
sider your-
self lucky.
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Order select Model Year 2012 New Holland hay and forage equipment 
NOW and take advantage of the special incentives that reward early buyers—
and these are in addition to published offers! The earlier you buy, the better 

the deal*! You also get these Built My Way benefi ts:

 MODELS FACTORY-BUILT TO YOUR REQUEST WITH ALL THE FEATURES 
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Bowman 701-523-3296

Dickinson 701-483-8741
Hettinger 701-567-4505

Glasgow Implement
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We Still Do Business the
Old-fashioned Way...

...We Look You in the Eye
and Shake Your Hand. PREWITT &

COMPANY, LLC

Rod Prewitt
Mobile:

480-2777

Tim Larson
Mobile:

480-2666

Mike Yore
Mobile:

480-2888

815 3rd St. NE • Sidney

406-482-5251 • fax: 406-482-6644

Give us a call today to see how we can help you market your
cattle to their very best either through Superior Livestock or
private treaty – we are your cattle marketing specialists.

Superior Livestock 2012 Summer Sale Schedule

Sagebrush Cellular d.b.a. Nemont, a leading tele-
communications carrier in Northeastern Montana,
Western North Dakota and South Central Montana,
has announced that the company has entered into an
agreement with Verizon Wireless to participate in the
LTE in Rural America program. Under the LTE in Rural
America program, Verizon Wireless is working with ru-
ral carriers to jumpstart the delivery of fourth-genera-
tion Long Term Evolution (LTE) services to rural com-
munities throughout the United States.

Mike Kilgore, Nemont chief executive officer, the
parent company of Sagebrush Cellular, said, "There
are several digital divides that exist between urban and
rural America today.  This arrangement reduces one
such divide by bringing fourth generation mobile data
services to our customers sooner than otherwise pos-
sible. Our rural focus coupled with Verizon's national
coverage will benefit customers of both companies."

"We are pleased that Sagebrush has joined the
LTE in Rural America program," said Molly Feldman,
Business Development for Verizon Wireless vice presi-

Nemont Partners With Verizon
Wireless To Bring LTE To Northeast MT

dent. "Working together, Verizon Wireless and Sage-
brush will improve the mobile broadband infrastruc-
ture in Montana and expand 4GLTE coverage in the
northeastern corner of the Treasure State."

Under the agreement, Verizon Wireless will lease
to Sagebrush its 700 MHz upper C block wireless spec-
trum in por tions of Valley, Daniels, Sheridan and
Roosevelt counties in Montana, and a portion of Di-
vide County in North Dakota. Using the leased spec-
trum, Sagebrush will build and operate a 4G LTE net-
work serving Sagebrush customers, Verizon Wireless
customers, and customers of other LTE in Rural
America participants. In addition, Sagebrush custom-
ers will have access to Verizon Wireless' 4G LTE net-
work throughout the United States.

Verizon's 4G LTE network is the largest in the U.S.,
and covers more than 200 million people.

Sagebrush Cellular, Inc. was formed by Nemont
Telephone Cooperative, Inc. in 1995.  The company
operates a cellular network spanning more than 14,000
square miles in Northeast Montana, Western North
Dakota and South Central Montana.

USDA Warns Of
Fraudulent Letters, Calls

Officials with the U. S. Department of Agriculture have
been notified that fraudulent letters and at least one fraudu-
lent phone call have been received by individuals in a num-
ber of states.

The phone call was received by an individual in Indi-
ana, and letters are being sent by FAX to individuals and
businesses in a growing number of states. The letters and
call purportedly come from a USDA procurement officer and
seek personal information. These letters are false and in no
case should a recipient respond with personal and financial
information.

The fraudulent letters bear USDA’s logo and seal and
are signed by an individual identified as “Frank Rutenberg”
using a title of “Senior Procurement Officer”. Recipients
should not respond and should not supply the requested
information. USDA is investigating this matter through the
Office of the Inspector General. USDA first learned that the
letters were being circulated on March 16.

If you suspect you have received such a letter or have
been called by someone representing themselves as being
from USDA seeking personal information, please contact
USDA at: procurement.policy@dm.usda.gov or call 202-720-
9448.
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A Little Bit Country

2012 Herbicide Update
By Warren Froelich

NDSU Extension Agent
The 2012 North Dakota Weed Control Guide lists sev-

eral new herbicides for weed control in small grains. One of
them is Axial Star. Like Axial XL and Axial TBC, it contains
pinoxaden and a safener in addition to fluroxypyr (Starane).
As a post emergent herbicide it will give good weed control
on several grassy weeds, some broadleaf weeds and kochia.
The Axial line of herbicides is marketed by Syngenta.

Bayer Crop Science has released a new product called
Huskie Complete. It contains the same herbicide as Huskie
(bromoxynil and pyrasulfotole) plus thiencarbazone which
is a new active ingredient introduced to North Dakota.
Thiencarbazone is a very effective grass herbicide making
the combinations an effective herbicide for a broad spec-
trum of weeds in wheat. Husky Complete is not intended for
barley.

Olympus is another product of Bayer Crop Science.
Pre-registration is pending for use on spring and winter
wheats. It is not for durum or barley but is very effective on
bromes, wild oat and mustard species. Osprey is another
Bayer product which contains mesosufuron, the same ac-
tive ingredient as Silverado. It is active on bromes, wild
oats and Persian darnel but registered for use on winter
wheat only. Rimfire Max is a popular herbicide on small
grains. It contains the combined active ingredients of
Olympus and Osprey.

For field pea and chickpea, the Sharpen rate has been
increased to two fluid ounces per acre. For sunflowers, the
herbicide Broadaxe (Dual Magnum + Spartan) is registered.
Because of resistance in new sunflowers lines the rate of
Beyond will be increased to six fluid ounces rather than
four.

In shelterbelts, a new product called Alion has been
released by Bayer. It has a new active ingredient, indaziflam,
which has a mode of action which affects cellulose devel-
opment. It is to be used as a pre-emergent application be-
fore weeds have emerged in the spring. This product is
claimed to have good residual activity extending grass and
broadleaf weed control well into the growing season.

Much information is contained in the North Dakota Weed
Control Guide which is authored by many agronomists and
weed researchers at North Dakota State University. It re-
mains available free of charge at my office 701-577-4595 or
at www.ndsu.edu/weeds.

Growth Regulators Reduce Fruit Production
Fruit on trees adds color and interest to the home

landscape. However, when mature the fruit can be messy
and adds to the maintenance of the yard.

At one time, the fruit on trees could be thinned by spray-
ing the tree with the insecticide Sevin approximately two
weeks after the flower petals had fallen. The Sevin label
has been changed making it illegal to use for this purpose.

Some of my colleagues tell me there is a better product
available. It is sold as Florel Fruit Eliminator. It is based on
a growth regulator called ethephon and must be applied to
trees when they are in full bloom. Ethephon releases ethyl-
ene which is a naturally occurring plant hormone causing
fruit to drop in its earliest stages before it sets.

Effectiveness of fruit elimination products seems to
vary. Research at Kansas produced mixed results when
treating crabapples. Some varieties responded quite well to
the treatment while others showed no effect. Generally, fruit
eliminator may not be satisfactory on small red fruited vari-
eties of crabapples.

It is recommended to apply ethephon products prior to
fruit set at the mid to full bloom stage. This is going to
require close observation. Applications to early or too late
will be less effective.

I do not have personal experience with any of the growth
regulators used for fruit elimination. From the information
received of co-workers and from research literature I sense
it is unrealistic to expect complete elimination of fruit.

Black Knot On Cherry Trees
Many trees of the Prunus species are susceptible to a

fungal disease called black knot. This includes chokecherry
and plum. One of the most popular chokecherries found in
residential areas of Williams County is the Canadian Red
Cherry. It is also known as Schubert chokecherry. Although
it bares reference to our northern neighbor it is a variety
that was released by the Oscar Will Nursery, Bismarck. It is
a selection with reddish purple foliage. In the spring and
throughout most of the summer new growth emerges with
green leaves. As the leaves harden they turn to a purple
color.

The black knot disease usually requires two years to
complete a life cycle. We usually recognize its presence
by the second spring after infection when new fungal spores
are produced. The fungal organism invades the vascular
system located just under the bark. In this area are the
xylem and phloem vessels which transport water and en-
ergy nutrients. As the fungus populates, it creates an olive-
green swelling on the twigs or branches reducing the tree’s
ability to transfer nutrients beyond the infected area. By the
second spring after infection the swellings become black,
rough and woody knots that are two to three times the di-
ameter of healthy branches of the same age. Spores from
those knots can be transferred to new shoots or wounds on
older branches by wind or rain.

Removing the knots and 3-4 inches of healthy wood
below the knots is a general recommendation. Joe Zeleznik,
NDSU Extension forester, suggests a dormant spray of lime
sulfur after removal of the knots.

Over the years, I have seen trees react quite differently
to the disease. Some have survived severe infections while
others have not. Some trees seem to have a resistance to
the fungus.

A simple reminder for some-
thing that is simply vital:  Look
up and locate overhead power
lines before using anything tall.
Then keep at least 15 feet away.

3200 W Holly • Sidney • 406-488-1602 • www.lyrec.com

Call Before
You Dig

Lower Yellowstone REA

See Us At the
Annual Meeting

Wednesday, June 6.

See Us At the
Annual Meeting

Wednesday, June 6.

Richland County Fair
Event Center, Sidney

Simply Call

811
48 Hours

In Advance
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Tractors
Massey Ferguson 1540L Tractor (LI) Call
Massey Ferguson 1655L Tractor (LI)  Call
Massey Ferguson GC2600L Tractor (LI)

.................................................... Call
Versatile 876 Tractor(LI) .................. Call
03' CIH STX450 Tractor (LI) ............  Call

Sprayers
Brandt QF-1500, 100' Wheel Boom

Sprayer(LI) .................................  Call
Top Air TA1600 Sprayer (LI) ...........  Call
Top Air TA1200 Sprayer (LI) ............ Call
Redball 690, 132' Sprayer, Auto Height

(LM) ....................................... $24,999
Summers 100' Wheel Boom Sprayer (LI)

Was $10,500 ........................... Is $7,500
Versatile 275 SP Sprayer (LI) .......... Call

Air Drills
39' Morris Maxim Air Drill w/7 ½ " spacing,
2" steel press wheels  & 6240 TBH Cart

#1307(LI) Was $36,000 ..... Is $29,500
40' John Deere 730 Air Drill, 6" spacing,

knock on sweeps w/787 TBT cart
#1383 (LI) Was $32,500 .... Is $22,500

40' Bourgault 5700 Air Drill, 7" spacing, 2"
steel press wheels w/3225 TBH Cart
#1319 (LI) Was $32,500 .... Is $22,000

39' Flexi-coil 5000 Air Drill, 9" spacing, 3
½"  steel press wheels w/2320 TBT Cart
#1315 (LI) Was $38,000 .... Is $30,000

'00 Gleaner R62 Combine (LI)
Was  $89,500 ........................ Is $75,000
'94 Gleaner R62 Combine (LI)
Was $75,900 ......................... Is $65,000
(2) '94 Gleaner R72 Combines (LI) Your

Choice Was $45,000 .......... Is $39,000
'97 Gleaner R62 Combine #11387 (LI)

Was $58,000 ...................... Is $51,000
'98 New Holland TR98 Combine (LI) ......

.......................................... $50,000
(2) '94 Gleaner R62 Combine #1444, 197

(LI)Was $42,000 ................. Is $35,000
'92 Gleaner R62 Combine #752 (LI)

     Was $38,000 .................. Is $32,000
'92 Gleaner R72 Combine (LM) .$29,000
'91 Gleaner R70 Combine #732 (LI)

     Was $25,000 .................. Is $18,500
'90 Gleaner R60 Combine #1300 (LI)
         Was $22,000 .................. Is $15,000
(2) '89 Gleaner R60 Combine #673, 128,

1234 (LI)Was $20,000 ........ Is $15,000
'82 Gleaner N7 Combine #1120 (LI)
Was $8,500 .............................. Is$5,000
(9) Gleaner N6 Combines (LI)  Best Offer
'09 Gleaner 3000 8-30 Corn Header (LM)

............................................... 35,000
Gleaner 400 Short Head(LM) ..... $2,500
Gleaner 22' LM Header (LM) ...... $2,000
'89 Gleaner 8-30 Corn Head (LM)Coming
30' Gleaner 300 Head 9" Seedeater Pans

(LM) ....................................... Coming
Case IH 1040 30' Draper Head P/U Reel

(LM) ......................................  Coming
36' AGCO Draper Head (LM) ...... $9,000
Miscellaneous Draper Heads .......... Call

Miscellaneous
Dixie Chopper Mowers (in stock) (LI)  Call
Cub Cadet Lawnmowers (LM)
Starting at ................................. $1,799
Outback S-Lite Guideance (LM) ... $895
Outback STS Guideance (LM) ... $2,095
Outback S3 Guideance (LM) ..... $3,495
Outback EDRIVE (LM) ............... $3,695
Outback EDRIVE X (LM) ............ $6,695
Bee Line Granular Box (LI) ............ $500
Mayrath 8"X41' Auger (PTO) (LI)

Was $1500 ........................ Is $14,500
Farm King13"X70' Auger (LI) ........... Call
Wheatheart 13"X111' Swing Away Auger

(LM) ............................................. Call
Sioux Panels & Gates (LI) ............... Call
Ezee-On Post Pounders (LI) ............ Call
CFR Highline Bale Processor (LI) .... Call
Grade Master Blades, 7'- 8' - 10' - 12' (LI)

.................................................... Call
Land Pride Box Blades (LI) .............. Call
XL78  Highline Rock Picker(LI) ....... Call
Demco 750 Grain Cart, Tarp & Scale  (LM)

.............................................. Coming
Demco 850 Grain Cart, Tarp & Scale  (LI)

(LM) ....................................... $35,900
Demco 1050 Grain Cart Tarp & Scale  (LI)

(LM) ....................................... $39,900
Maurer Header Transport, 38'(LM)$8,900
Farm King 84" Mower (LM) ......... $2,999
Cub Cadet Tractor DC2400 FWA & Loader

(LM) ....................................... $14,000
Cub Cadet Enforcer, 54" (LM) ..... $4,500
'09 Cub Cadet Volunteer UV (LM)  $8,500
'11 Cub Cadet Volunteer UV (LM) $9,999

33' Flexi-coil 5000 Air Drill, 7 ½' spacing, 2"
steel press wheels &1110 TBH Cart

#1426 (LI) Was $23,000 .... Is $20,000
Case IH 8500 Air Drill (LM) ......... $7,000
45' John Deere Hoe Drill, 8" spacing w/

1900 Cart (LI) ........................ $72,500
34' Morris Maxium Air Drill w/7140 Tank

(LI) ......................................... $36,500
28' Flexi-coil 5000 Air Drill w/1720 Tank

(LI) ......................................... $29,500

Hay Equipment
Massey Ferguson 9635 Swather, 16' Hay

Head (Disc) (LI) ........................... Call
03' MacDon 6' Swing Tongue Conditioner

(LI) ............................................... Call
(2) Massey Ferguson 2856A Balers (LI) .

.................................................... Call
'03 Hesston 956A Auto Cycle Round Baler

(LI) Was $23,500 ................ Is $16,500
'00 Hesston 856A Round Baler (LI)
Was $19,500 ......................... Is $12,500
4865 New Idea Baler (LM) .......... $5,000
H&S 12 Wheel Rake (LM) .......... $2,000
New Holland 9, Mower (LM) ....... $4,500

Combines & Headers
'03 Gleaner R75 Combine (LM) $135,000
 (3) '02 Massey Ferguson 8780 Combines

(LI) ........................................  $89,500
,02 Gleaner R62 Combine (LM) . Coming
'01 Gleaner R62 (LM) .............  $110,000

Introducing the mid-frame row crop
tractors tractors that are exactly right
for you. Because we designed them
to offer all the features and options
you need to get just the
performance you want – no matter
what you’re farming or what the task.
With four models ranging from 170
to 225 gross engine HP and your
choice of Dyna-6™ or Dyna-VT™
transmissions, the Massey
Ferguson 7600 Series offers
exclusive features like
programmable cruise speeds,
Dynamic Tractor Management and
second-generation e3™ SCR clean
air technology. The new 7600
Series. You couldn’t ask for more.
Come see us soon or go to
masseyferguson.com

   New Massey Compact Tractors arriving daily

By Lois Kerr
Now that spring has come, those of us who like to

hunt for wild asparagus will soon be rewarded for our
efforts. These tasty, nutritious spears generally grow
along ditch banks, and for those of us who have dis-
covered where these tender shoots like to grow, we
are ready to brave ticks and other insects in order to
pick these luscious vegetable morsels.

Wild asparagus looks like its cultivated counterpart;
it simply grows wild without any cultivation efforts.
Sprouting in early spring, this perennial grows slender
spears like the asparagus does that grows in any gar-
den, but sometimes the wild asparagus has a slightly
stronger taste.

Wild asparagus has a wide habitat, usually grow-
ing on sloped areas, banks, and in woods. It is difficult
to spot as it grows in among other vegetation, and a
person really has to find the overgrown plants in the
fall and mark the spot for searching the following spring.
Sometimes we get lucky and discover asparagus grow-
ing along fence lines and along field borders. This
makes it easier to find and harvest.

An ancient crop, with its cultivation dating back
thousands of years to Greece and Egypt, asparagus
arrived in this country in the 16th century.

Asparagus has a high content of potassium, folic
acid, thiamin and vitamins, as well as having diuretic
properties. Very low in calories, asparagus has no fats
or cholesterol. Asparagus spears grow out from a
crownplanted deep in the soil and starts to yield after
two or three years. Asparagus spears can grow rap-
idly, reaching full height in a single day, and are in full
season from the end of March to early June.

Asparagus can be sautéed, steamed, boiled,
baked, or fried. Other spring vegetables such as green
garlic, leeks, and young lettuces make excellent ed-
ible combinations with asparagus. Asparagus also
teams up well with cheese, eggs, butter, thyme, and
basil.

The following recipes
showcase asparagus. If
you are not for tunate
enough to discover your
own special patch of wild
asparagus, domesticated
asparagus works just as
well in any of these recipes.

Lemon Spring Veg-
etable Pasta.

½ pound pasta
1/2 pound asparagus,

peeled, trimmed and cut

Spring Means Wild Asparagus
into 1-inch pieces

1/4 pound sugar snap peas, trimmed
1/4 cup lemon juice
1 tablespoon finely grated lemon zest
1/4 cup Olive Oil
1 1/2 cups Ricotta
Salt and pepper
Grated Parmesan Cheese
Bring a large pot of water to a boil, add salt and

then the pasta. Cook until al dente. Drain and set aside
in a serving bowl.

Meanwhile, cook the asparagus and peas in a sim-
mering pot of water for 3 minutes. Drain and add to the
pasta. Toss with the lemon juice, zest, olive oil, ricotta,
salt and pepper. Mix well.

Serve with grated Parmesan cheese.

Shell Pasta with Asparagus and Cream
12 ounces green or purple asparagus
3 tablespoons Olive Oil
1 clove garlic, pressed
1 pound mushrooms, sliced
Salt and pepper
3/4 cup heavy cream
1 (1-pound) package  Shells Pasta
A generous amount of chopped flat-leaf parsley
1/4 cup grated parmesan cheese
Bring a shallow pot of salted water to a boil.
Cut off the ends of the asparagus; then peel the

stems very gently until you reach the first buds. Wash
them gently. Cut each asparagus in half to separate
the tips from the stem.

Place the asparagus stems in the salted boiling
water. After 2 minutes, add the tips and boil together
for another 10 minutes.

Heat a large saucepan over medium heat, drizzle
the oil and add the garlic. As soon as the garlic be-
comes golden, about 3 minutes, add the mushrooms.

Raise the heat to high and
sauté for about 7 minutes,
until they become brown.
Lower the flame, and then
season with salt and pep-
per.

Remove the aspara-
gus with a slotted spoon,
reserving the boiling pot of
water for the pasta. Trans-
fer the asparagus to a
wooden cutting board. Al-
low them to cool for a few
minutes, then cut again to
make small, bite-sized
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Spring Nitrogen Fertilizing
For Optimal Wheat Production

MSU News Service
With longer and warmer days, wheat seeding and fertil-

izing has begun across the state. Using the right fertilizer
source, rate, timing and placement is important for optimal
production. Montana State University Extension offers sug-
gestions to help guide wheat producers in spring nitrogen
fertilizing decisions.

Dryland winter wheat grown in Montana requires about
2.6 pounds nitrogen per bushel to maximize yield and attain
at least 12.5 percent protein.

Dryland spring wheat requires about 3.3 pounds avail-
able nitrogen per bushel to reach 14 percent protein, where
available nitrogen is soil plus fertilizer nitrogen. These sug-
gested rates are based on spring soil samples.

Although fall soil samples are better than none, they
may lead to over- or under-fertilization.  ”Over three years,
we found 54 percent of field soil samples were at least 20
pounds of nitrogen per acre higher or lower in August than
in April,” said Clain Jones, Extension soil fertility specialist
in the Department of Land Resources and Environmental
Sciences at Montana State University.  Jones encouraged
producers to use spring soil samples especially if soils were
less than 18 inches deep or fall nitrate levels were greater
than 60 pounds nitrogen per acre, because those soils have
the best chance for nitrogen losses and under-fertilization.

Jones suggested producers base pre-plant fertilizer
rates on realistic yield estimates. Applying high rates of
nitrogen before or at seeding is risky, especially in dryland
farming. High nitrogen rates can lead to excessive vegeta-
tive growth, which may deplete soil moisture before flower-
ing and grain fill. Or, if there is not enough early soil mois-
ture, the fertilizer may not produce additional yield or pro-
tein.  ”In-season nitrogen fertilization can be used to adjust
rates in a high yielding year,” said Jones. In irrigated produc-
tion, applying all the nitrogen needed for yield and protein
early in the season can produce more tillers than are able to
produce grain, and may lead to high residual soil nitrate
levels.

Wheat requires 50 percent of its total nitrogen uptake
by mid- to late-tillering. Winter wheat would ideally have al-
ready produced the two to three tillers which support most
of the yield by early spring. These tillers will rapidly reach
that 50 percent mark as they continue to grow. The remain-
ing 50 percent of their total nitrogen requirement needs to
be applied early enough to supply the high demand of these
growing tillers. For example, if the total nitrogen require-
ment is estimated at 120 pounds nitrogen per acre, soil
tests indicated there were 40 pounds nitrogen in the soil,
and 60 pounds nitrogen were applied pre-plant or at seed-
ing, the additional 20 pounds nitrogen per acre (120 total -
40 soil - 60 pre-plant = 20) should be top-dressed by mid- to

late-tillering. Fertilizing just prior to the time of rapid growth
results in efficient fertilizer use by the crop.

The principle is the same for spring wheat, except the
time between pre-plant and in-season adjustment is shorter.
On dryland spring wheat in Saskatchewan, G.P. Lafond and
co-workers with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada found
that providing 33 to 50 percent of the required nitrogen at
seeding, and the remaining nitrogen in-season before stem
elongation, optimized yields. In dry years, the in-season
nitrogen addition could be decreased or omitted, resulting
in substantial fertilizer cost savings.

If nitrogen taken up early by the crop is sufficient for
yield, then it will get redistributed to help produce grain pro-
tein. In high-yielding years, additional nitrogen around head-
ing may help reach high grain protein levels. Flag leaf nitro-
gen concentrations and optical sensors, such as SPAD
chlorophyll meters, can be used to identify nitrogen defi-
ciencies and adjust nitrogen rates to growing conditions.
Jones noted that rates of seed-placed urea fertilizer should
not be greater than 10 pounds nitrogen per acre when nar-
row openers (less than one inch) are used, to prevent seed-
ling damage, especially in dry, coarse soils.

Polymer-coated urea and urea treated with urease in-
hibitor (such as AgrotainR) are very effective at reducing
seedling damage. Research suggests that the safe rate of
seed-placed nitrogen can be increased up to 50 percent
when using AgrotainR, or two- to four-fold when using poly-
mer-coated urea as compared to untreated urea.  ”However,
spring-applied, polymer-coated urea may be too slow to dis-
solve and supply the growing wheat’s nitrogen demand,” cau-
tioned Jones.

Producers can evaluate the effectiveness of their nitro-
gen fertilization practices by looking at their past grain pro-
tein levels. If winter wheat protein has generally been under
12.5 percent, yield and protein have likely been nitrogen-
limited. For spring wheat, grain protein under 13.2 percent
indicates that yield and protein have been compromised by
under-fertilization. The MSU Small Grains Nitrogen Economic
Calculator is a resource to help calculate economically-op-
timum nitrogen rates based on available soil nitrate, soil
organic matter, yield potential, wheat price, nitrogen price,
and protein discounts and premiums. By using some gen-
eral guidelines, producers can select the right fertilizer
source, rate, timing and placement for optimal efficiency of
nitrogen fertilization.

For the Small Grains Nitrogen Economic Calculator and
MSU Extension publications with fertilizer information, see
“Fertilizer Information” on Jones’ web page: http://
landresources.montana.edu/soilfertility/fertilizers.html.  This
story can be found on the Web at: http://www.montana.edu/
cpa/news/nwview.php?article=11207

Everything Roundup on the web
Comment on stories and “Like” them on Facebook

directly from our site. Share our site by email, Facebook,
Twitter, LinkedIn and many more social networks.

pieces. Add the asparagus tips, only, to the saucepan.
Purée the asparagus stems in a food processor with
half of the fresh cream. Introduce the mixture to the
skillet and toss to coat. Season with salt and pepper,
then turn off the heat with the saucepan covered.

Add your pasta to the boiling water and cook it very
al dente. Just before the pasta is finished, turn on the
heat under the sauce and add the remaining cream.
Once pasta is finished cooking, drain. Reserve a 1/2
cup of pasta water for sauce, if it is too thick. Sauté
pasta and sauce together for 2 minutes. Serve topped
with parsley and grated Parmigiano.

Roasted Asparagus could easily become your fa-
vorite way to prepare asparagus. It is fast, easy, and
very tasty.

Roasted Asparagus
2 lbs. asparagus, trimmed
1 Tbs. olive oil
½ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. coarsely ground black pepper
Preheat oven to 450 degrees. In roasting pan, toss

all ingredients until asparagus is well coated. Roast
asparagus, shaking pan occasionally, until asparagus
is lightly browned, about 20 minutes.

Sprinkle with lemon peel, if desired.
This also works well wrapped in foil, substitute but-

ter instead of olive oil, and roast on the barbecue.

Sesame Stir-fried Asparagus
1 Tbs. Vegetable oil
½ tsp. sesame oil
1 lb. thin asparagus, trimmed and cut on diagonal

into 1 inch pieces
¼ tsp. salt
1 Tbs. sesame seeds, toasted
In ten inch skillet, heat vegetables and sesame oils

over high heat until hot. Add asparagus. Sprinkle with
salt, and cook, stirring frequently, until tender-crisp.
Transfer to serving bowl and sprinkle with sesame
seeds.

Don't lose pounds to infertile
or subfertile bulls. All bulls

should have a breeding
soundness exam each year. Bulls

can be fertile one year
& go bad the next.

We can test your bulls according to Society for
Theriogenolgy (reproduction) standards. When we
test bulls we will:
1. Measure the scrotal circumference
2. Palpate internal sex organs
3. Inspect penis & sheath for warts & other problems
4. Collect sperm & observe them under high power
microscope for abnormalities.
We do bulls from 12 months to 12 yrs. of age. Larger
groups of bulls can be done on your ranch. Individuals
& trailer loads can be done every day in the clinic.

PLEASE CALL AHEAD!

Western
Veterinary Clinic

Williston, ND • 701-572-7878 or 1-800-828-6681
Doctors Lee Garbel, Vince Stenson, Jody Smith,Charlie Noland & Heidi Gabel
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USED TRACTORS
2000 JD 7810, 8878 hrs., 14.9x46 tires, power shift, 3 pnt, MFD, 4
remotes, quick hitch ......................................................... $54,000

1995 JD 8100, 14.9x46 duals, 3 pt, MFD .......................... $49,900
1991 CIH 5140, 5721 hrs., dual loader w/grapple, MFD, dual pto,
3 pt ..................................................................................... $39,900
2005 Case IH MX 230, MFD, 3 pt, suspended front axle, 320x54
duals, 3,400 hrs ................................................................ $95,000

2004 Case IH MX 230, MFD, 3 pt, luxury cab, 3327 hrs, 320x54 tires
.......................................................................................... $89,000

1994 Case IH 7240, 8827 hrs, MFD, dual loader, 3pt ......... $49,000
USED MOWERS
2006 John Deere F687 zero turn mower, bogger, 60” deck,
  530 hrs. .............................................................................. $6,500
Grasshopper 721, 775 hrs, 72” deck .................................... $4,500

MISCELLANEOUS
Case IH 415 Mulcher, 25’ ................................................... $14,000
Fox Corn Chopper ................................................................ $4,995
H&S 12R24 Cultivator, guidecones, tunnel shields,
flip up discs ....................................................................... $4,995

Alloway 12R24 Cultivator, flipup discs, tunnel shields .......... CALL
Parma 24' & Roller Harrow ...................................................... CALL
Brandt bale processor ........................................................... $5,500
Artsway Belly Mower, 6’, mounts for a Farmall C ............ Consigned
Brillian 24’ mulcher ........................................................... #13,000

Sidney, MT • 2429 W. Holly • 406-488-4400
1-800-624-6540 • Visit our web site at tri-cnty.com

© 2008 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of
CNH America LLC. CNH Capital is a trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com

AIR DRILLS & SPRAYERS
Brandt Q1000 90’ wheel boom sprayer, 1000 gal. tank,
wind screens ....................................................................... $7,000

4010 Concord, 3000 tank .............................................. Just Traded
Concord 4710 Drill, 3000 tow behind cart, hydraulic drive $30,000
USED COMBINES
2008 Case IH 7010, 380 Sep./520 engine, yield & moisture monitor,
long unloader, like new condition, just traded ................ $229,000

2005 Macdon 963 Draper head, 35’, bat reel, no transport, gauge
wheels ............................................................................... $31,000
USED HAYING EQUIPMENT
2006 RBX563 Round Baler, wide pickup, mesh wrap, endless belts,
8,000 bales, good cond. ................................................... $26,000

2005 Frontier 18 wheel high capacity rake ......................... $16,000
2003 CaseIH RBX562, MeshWrap, Like New ....................... $24,500
2001 JD 4890 w/18’ auger head ......................................... $39,000
2001 JD 4890 Windrower, 18’ auger head .......................... $39,000
1999 CaseIH RS561 ........................................................... $12,500
1995 CaseIH 8465 ................................................................ $8,995
1994 CaseIH 8480 Softcore ................................................. $6,995
1990 Hesston 560 Round Baler ............................................ $5,500
John Deere 530 round baler .................................................. $5,500
CaseIH 415 mulcher, 25’ ................................................ Just Traded

Low Rate Financing Available On
All New Case IH Equipment

Farmall 75A

Case IH
WD 1203 WindrowerFarmall 95Magnum 290

Magnum 210 CVT

CIH SC 101 Mower
Conditioner

Magnum 235

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT

SOLD!SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

LOOP-A-WORD  Planting Time
The following words are found within the diagram. Words read

forward, backward, up, down, and diagonally.

N D E E S T E M P E R A T U R E

O S W O F N S L U A S D N I W Q

I C I U G L O W E R S U N N Y U

T L E Y I W P I P E U T T A L I CRYPTO-LIST
A L L T H E E G N A R D U A H P Crypto list is a list of related

C O N S Y A D G N O L E N R Y M words in code. The same code

I E T U U R E D E E S A V V E E is used throughout. When you

L W A D I G E T I N C O R I L N have identified a word, use the 

P O E P T L A F O R A G E L R T known letters to decode the 

P L W L O V I R E N R O C I A D other words in the list.

A L S O I R R S B R A I K R B Y

T A I T R O C I R E T U G P A S Prairie Flowers

A F L O W R I W A A E I L A K O     ex: wild rose

R U E S S S A P E P A T L C T B

C L A C I M E H C N E W U I V E J  G  S  S  K

R E H T A E W S K C O R O T Z A

P O T A T O E S R O T C A R T E K  B  R  Z  L

acres durum irrigate range temperature

application dusty lentils repair tractor S  W  X  Z  P  C  W  O  Z  L

April equipment long days rocks trucks

barley fallow new crop rows weather E  C  G  Z      P  C  K  M

canal fertilize onions seed wheat

chemical field pasture seeder winds J  K  L  L  W  O

corn forage peas soil

cultivate fuel pipe sugarbeet C  G  T  V  X  Z

dig (hired)hand plow sunny

driver harrow potatoes sweat E  C  G  Z  E  Z  C  C

KEYWORD: To find the keyword, fill in the blanks 1 to 10 O  V  C  F    V  L  V  B

with the correct missing letter. Transfer these letters to the

correspondingly numbered squares in the diagram. Be careful.

More than one letter will complete each word.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1.  __ A T C H 6. S __ O P E

2. P O __ C H 7. F L __ S H

3. S __ A R E 8. __ O U N D

4. B R A I __ 9. S C O R __

5. C L A __ P 10. B U M P __

“Take A Break”

See answers on page 2.

By Lois Kerr
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Roger Nygaard ..... (H) 406-392-5573 • (C) 406-650-7410
Al Franzen ........... (H) 406-482-7444 • (C) 406-489-7444

yellowstonelivestock.com

Sidney, Mt • 406-482-3513
Calves selling at 11 a.m. • Weigh ups to follow

Yellowstone Livestock will set up any special sales
requested by producers. Video sales, stock cow sales,

bred heifer sales, bull sales, dispersion sales.

Wed., May 9 .............................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., May 16 .............................. Sheep & Horse Sale, 1pm

with an Open Consignment
Equipment Auction to follow - Call For Details

Wed., May 23 ...........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., June 6 ............................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., June 20 ..........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Sat., June 23 . Yellowstone Working Horse Performance

Sale at the Richland County Fairgrounds
Following the Neal Hermanson Ranch Rodeo

Unusually Warm Spring May Cause Stored Grain Problems
The warm spring temperatures following a warm winter

may lead to stored grain problems, particularly for grain
that exceeds the recommended storage moisture content
or did not stay cool during the winter.

The storability of grain depends on the grain quality,
moisture content and temperature, says Ken Hellevang, the
North Dakota State University Extension Service’s grain
drying expert. Grain moisture content must decrease as
the grain temperature increases to store grain safely. For
example, the allowable storage time of 17 percent moisture
corn is about 280 days at 40 degrees, 75 days at 60 de-
grees and only 20 days at 80 degrees. Even 15 percent
moisture corn has an allowable storage time of only about
70 days at 80 degrees.

Allowable storage time (AST) is cumulative, so because
some of it was used last fall and during the winter, only a
portion of the AST still remains. The goal should be to keep
the grain as cool as possible, preferably below 40 degrees.

Due to the nice 2011 harvest season, some farmers
only relied on field drying, and some corn was placed in the
bin at moisture contents slightly above the recommended
level for long-term storage. They either used or plan to use
natural air-drying rather than drying the corn in a high-tem-
perature dryer.

“This corn should be monitored and kept cool by run-
ning aeration fans at night or during times when outdoor
temperatures are cooler than 40 degrees until the corn is
dried,” Hellevang advises. “Because grain spoils faster at
warm temperatures, air-drying when average air tempera-
tures exceed 70 degrees may result in spoiled grain before
it gets dry. Unfortunately, the rate of spoilage increases
faster than the rate of drying at warmer temperatures.”

If fans were operated during the abnormally warm tem-
peratures, continue to operate them to cool the grain. Aver-
age temperatures in the 50s or 60s are better when air-
drying corn in the spring. The required airflow rate increases
with warmer temperatures and moisture contents.

Stored grain temperature increases in the spring due to
rising outdoor temperatures and solar heat gain on the bin.
Solar energy produces more than twice as much heat gain
on the south wall of a bin in early spring as it does during
the summer. Air temperatures in the bin head space will be
much warmer than the outdoor air temperature, which will
heat the grain near the top surface.

Grain should be kept cool during spring and summer
storage, Hellevang says. Periodically run aeration fans to
keep the grain temperature below 40 degrees during the
spring.

He also recommends monitoring stored grain closely to
detect any storage problems early. Grain temperature and
moisture content should be checked every two weeks dur-
ing the spring and summer. Grain should be examined for
insect infestations as well. Corn needs to be dried to 13 to

14 percent moisture for summer storage to prevent spoil-
age. Soybeans should be dried to 11 percent, wheat to 13
percent, barley to 12 percent and oil sunflowers to 8 per-
cent for summer storage.

Check the moisture content of stored grain to deter-
mine if it needs to be dried. Verify that the moisture content
measured by the meter has been adjusted for grain tem-
perature. In addition, remember that moisture measurements
of grain at temperatures below about 40 degrees may not
be accurate. Verify the accuracy of the measurement by
warming the grain sample to room temperature in a sealed
plastic bag before measuring the moisture content.
Grain storage molds will grow and grain spoilage will occur
in grain bags unless the grain is dry. Grain in the majority of
the bag will be near average outdoor temperatures, so grain
will deteriorate rapidly as outdoor temperatures increase
unless it is at recommended summer storage moisture con-
tents.

Corn at moisture contents exceeding 21 percent should
be dried in a high-temperature dryer. For natural air-drying,
assure that the airflow rate supplied by the fan is at least 1
cubic foot per minute per bushel (cfm/bu) or the recom-
mended airflow rate for your climate. Also make sure the
initial corn moisture does not exceed 21 percent.
Start drying when the outside air temperature averages about
40 degrees. Below that temperature, the moisture-holding
capacity of the air is so small that very little drying occurs.
Hellevang recommends an airflow rate of at least 1 cfm/bu
to natural air-dry up to 16 percent moisture soybeans. The
expected drying time with this airflow rate will be about 50
days.

He doesn’t recommend operating the drying fan just
during the day when the air is warm and shutting it off at
night because the warm daytime air normally dries the grain
to moisture contents lower than desired. For example, air at
70 degrees and 40 percent relative humidity will dry corn to
about 10 percent moisture. The grain above the drying zone
will be warmer if the fan is run just during the warm portion
of the day, which will cause the grain to deteriorate faster.
And even though the warm air may hold more moisture, the
drying time is still almost twice as long because the fan is
operating only half of the day.

Natural air-drying oil sunflowers also should start when
outdoor temperatures average about 40 degrees. Hellevang
recommends an airflow rate of at least 0.75 cfm/bu to natu-
ral air-dry up to 16 percent moisture sunflowers.  He sug-
gests an airflow rate of at least 0.75 cfm/bu to natural air-
dry up to 17 percent moisture wheat. Start drying when the
outside air temperature averages about 50 degrees. Drying
during an average May is similar to drying wheat and barley
during an average September. Also use an airflow rate of at
least 0.75 cfm/bu to natural air-dry up to 16 percent mois-
ture barley. This is particularly important for malting barley
in instances when germination can be lost.

T & A Seeds 

Andrew Smith 

Beach, ND 

Phone: 701.872.3248 

www.tnaseeds.com 

If we wouldn’t plant it, 
we won’t sell it! 

Contact Andrew Smith, your local Peterson Farms Seed dealer, 
today at 872-3248 or check us out at www.tnaseeds.com. 

Secure 

your seed 

order early to 

ensure availability! 

At T & A Seeds we have first-hand knowledge of the corn we sell, 
because we raise it in our own fields. And if it didn’t work for us, 
we won’t sell it to you. It’s that simple. By evaluating the quality of 
each product ourselves, we can ensure you superior seed and...  
 

...a return on investment you can count on. 

That is why we sell Peterson Farms Seed corn. 
With unparalleled agronomic support and hybrids 
like 24A78, 24N79 NEW!, 37T79, and 34M83 with 
genetics that fit our fields, you can’t go wrong! 

T & A Seeds T & A Seeds 

Quality    Variety    Profitability Quality    Variety    Profitability 

1 - Dr. Erdal Diri - Rheumatologist

1 - Dr. Alexandre Kindy - Orthopedist

4 - Dr. Ravindra Joshi - Orthopedist

9 - Dr. Lane Lee - Surgeon

14 - Dr. Tracy Hjelmstad - Podiatrist

15 - Dr. Erdal Diri - Rheumatologist

15 - Dr. Alexandre Kindy - Orthopedist

23 - Dr. Lane Lee - Surgeon

29 - Dr. Tracy Hjelmstad - Podiatrist

30 - Dr. Samir Turk - Cardiologist

30 - Sandy Gilbertson

Everything We Do
Is Because Of You

1102 Main
Williston, ND
701-572-7711
1-800-735-4940

Visiting
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•May 2012•

To make an appointment with any of these
specialists call 701-572-7711.

      Pacemaker Check



Ag Roundup May 2012 338 Ag Roundup May 2012

SUNRISE EQUIPMENT
2900 W. Holly, Sidney • 406-488-3112 • 1-800-967-3597 • www.sunriseequipment.biz

AUGER & GRAIN VAC SALE!

Trust Brandt-for
industry-leading augers

that just won’t stop.

Financing On Used Tractors
AS LOW AS

SPRING INTO SAVINGS!

HAY & FORAGE EQUIPMENT

LOADER TRACTORS

USED MFWD & 2WD TRACTORS 2002 JD 9650 STS, 800/65X32 SINGLES, CHOPPER, GRAIN TANK EXT ......
.......................................................................................................... CALL

JD 8820 COMBINE 30.5X32, 224 PLATFORM ...................................... CALL
1983 JD 7720, 24.5X32, STRAW AND CHAFF SPREADER, 224 PLATFORM .

.......................................................................................................... CALL
2004 CASE IH 2388, AFX ROTOR, 30.5X32 SINGLES, YIELD & MOISTURE
MONITOR ........................................................................................... CALL

2004 JD 893 CORNHEAD ..................................................................... CALL
JD 635F HYDRA-FLEX .......................................................................... CALL
2009 CASE IH 2010 RIGID PLATFORM, BAT REEL, LESS THAN 100 HOURS .

.......................................................................................................... CALL
BISON DOUBLE HEADER TRAILER ..................................................... $3,950

2011 JOHN DEERE 568 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICK-UP, BIG TIRES, NET
WRAP ................................................................................................ CALL

2009 JD 568 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICK-UP, BIG TIRES, NET WRAP ...........
.................................................................................................... $33,500

2008 JD 568 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICK-UP, BIG TIRES, NET WRAP ...........
.................................................................................................... $32,500

2008 JD 568 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICK-UP, BIG TIRES, NET WRAP ...........
.................................................................................................... $31,500

2005 JD 567 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICKUP, NET WRAP ................ $22,500
2000 JD 566 ROUND BALER .......................................................... $14,900
1989 JD 535 ROUND BALER ............................................................  $8500
2002 CASE IH RBX 561 ROUND BALER .......................................... $16,900
1998 VERMEER 605L ....................................................................  $11,500
1993 VERMEER 605K ...................................................................... $7,500
HESSTON 8100  WINDROWER, 16' AUGER PLATFORM, 21' DRAPER
PLATFORM ................................................................................... $19,500

JOHN DEERE 956 ROTARY MOCO, 14.5' ......................................... $16,500
SITREX 12 WHEEL CARTED RAKE ..................................................... $2,750
JOHN DEERE 3960 FORAGE HARVESTER W/3 ROW ROW CROP 30" $11,500
JOHN DEERE 3960 FORAGE HARVESTER ......................................... $2,500
JD 3 ROW ROW CROP HD YELLOW .................................................. $5,500
JOHN DEERE 2 ROW ROW CROP 30" ............................................... $2,250

1994 JOHN DEERE 8570, (250 ENG HP), 4WD, 12 SPD TRANS, 4 HYDS,
20.8X38 DUALS ..........................................................................  $55,000

2001 CASE IH STX 325, POWERSHIFT, PTO, 4 HYDS, 20.8R42 DUALS .........
.................................................................................................... $99,500

2011 JD 8285R (285 ENG HP), POWERSHIFT, MFWD, 3 PT W/ QUICK
HITCH, 4 HYDS, PTO, 380/90R45 DUALS, 380/80R38 FRT, SNGLS LOW
HOURS, FACTORY WARRANTY .................................................... $202,750

2004 JD 7920, (170 HP), IVT TRANS., MFWD, 3 PT W/ QUIK HITCH, 3
HYDS, PTO, 480/80R46 DUALS .................................................... $99,500

2004 JOHN DEERE 7920 (170-HP), IVT TRANS, MFWD, 4-PT HITCH WITH
QUICK HITCH, 4 HYDS, 380/90R50 DUALS ................................... $97,500

976 JD 4630, (150HP), QUADRANGE, 20.8X38, PTO, JD DOZER ... $16,500
973 JOHN DEERE 4430, (125 PTO HP), QUAD RANGE TRANS., DUAL PTO, 2

HYDS, 20.8X34 DUALS ................................................................. $12,500
IH 766, (85 HP), CAB, 2 HYDS, 18.4X34 DUALS, 5' SIDE MOUNT MOWER ...

...................................................................................................... $7,450

2007 JD 7930 (180 HP), IVT TRANS, MFWD, 3 PT HITCH, 3 HYDS, 480/
80R46 DUALS, W/ JD 746 SL LOADER, 9' BUCKET, GRAPPLE JOYSTICK ....
.................................................................................................. $134,500

1994 JD 7800 (145HP), POWERSHIFT TRANS., MFWD, 3 PT HITCH, 3
HYDS, DUAL PTO, 380/90R50 SNGLS, W/ JD 740 SL LOADER, 8' BUCKET,
GRAPPLE, JOYSTICK .................................................................... $59,500

2003 JOHN DEERE 6320 (85 HP), 16 SPEED POWERQUAD TANS W/ LH
REVERSER, MFWD, 3 PT, 3 HYDS, 18.4X30 SGLS, NEW JOHN DEERE 563
LOADER, 7' BUCKET, GRAPPLE ..................................................... $57,500

2008 JD 9770 STS, 520/85R38 DUALS, CONTOUR MASTER, CHOPPER,
LOW HOURS ....................................................................................... CALL

2010 JOHN DEERE 9670 STS, 520/80R38 DUALS, CONTOUR MASTER,
CHOPPER ........................................................................................... CALL

2008 JOHN DEERE 9670 STS W/ 520/80R38 DUALS, CHOPPER .......... CALL
2006 JD 9660STS, DUALS, CHOPPER .................................................. CALL
1992 JD 9600 30.5X32 SINGLES, CHOPPER, CHAFF SPREADER ......... CALL

USED COMBINES

3.6%
OAC

4WD TRACTORS

USDA Announces New Highly
Erodible Cropland Initiative

For Conservation Reserve Program
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has announced

a new conservation initiative to protect up to 750,000
acres of the nation’s most highly erodible croplands.
Vilsack made the announcement via video to attend-
ees of the National Pheasant Fest and Quail Classic,
held Feb. 17-19 in Kansas City, MO. The new initiative
will assist producers with targeting their most highly
erodible cropland (land with an erodibility index of 20
or greater) by enabling them to plant wildlife-friendly,
long-term cover through the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP). Producers can enroll land on a con-
tinuous basis beginning this summer at their local Farm
Service Agency (FSA) county office. With the use of
soil survey and geographic information system data,
local FSA staff can quickly determine a producer’s eli-
gibility for the initiative.

“As we work towards President Obama’s vision for
an economy that is built to last, America’s natural re-
sources must play an important role. Lands in CRP
help support strong incomes for our farmers and ranch-
ers and are the source of good middle class jobs re-
lated to outdoor recreation, hunting, and fishing,” said
Vilsack. “This announcement will strengthen CRP by
focusing on protecting the most environmentally sen-
sitive land. It targets limited resources where they can
make the most difference for farmers, ranchers and to
drive economic growth. I urge landowners who have
highly erodible land to visit their county office to learn
more about this program.”

Lands eligible for this program are typically the least
productive land on the farm. In many cases the most
cost-effective option to reduce erosion is to put the
land into a wildlife friendly cover, which will improve
habitat and reduce sediment and nutrient runoff and
reduce wind erosion. For 25 years, CRP has improved
water and air quality, preserved habitat for wildlife, and
prevented soil erosion. Programs such as CRP are im-
portant conservation safeguards. They prevent the re-
turn of the dust storms of the 1930s and the ravages
of unmitigated gully erosions of our past.

CRP is a voluntary program designed to help farm-
ers, ranchers and other agricultural producers protect
their environmentally sensitive land. Through this ini-
tiative, eligible landowners receive annual rental pay-
ments and cost-share assistance to establish long-
term, resource conserving covers on eligible farmland.
Land can be enrolled on a continuous basis for a pe-
riod of 10 years. Land currently not enrolled in CRP
may be offered in this sign-up provided all eligibility
requirements are met. Current CRP participants with

eligible land expiring on Sept.30, 2012, may make new
contract offers.

CRP has a 25-year legacy of successfully protect-
ing the nation’s natural resources through voluntary
participation, while providing significant economic and
environmental benefits to rural communities across the
United States. Currently, about 30 million acres are
enrolled in CRP.

CRP continues to make major contributions to na-
tional efforts to improve water and air quality, prevent
soil erosion by protecting the most sensitive areas in-
cluding those prone to flash flooding and runoff. At the
same time, CRP has helped increase populations of
pheasants, quail, ducks, and other rare species, like
the sage grouse, the lesser prairie chicken and others.
Highlights of CRP include:

· CRP has restored more than two million acres of
wetlands and two million acres of riparian buffers;

· Each year, CRP keeps more than 600 million
pounds of nitrogen and more than 100 million pounds
of phosphorous from flowing into our nation’s streams,
rivers and lakes.

· CRP provides $1.8 billion annually to landown-
ers—dollars that make their way into local economies,
supporting small businesses and creating jobs; and

· CRP is the largest private lands carbon seques-
tration program in the country. By placing vulnerable
cropland into conservation, CRP sequesters carbon in
plants and soil, and reduces both fuel and fertilizer
usage. In 2010, CRP resulted in carbon sequestration
equal to taking almost 10 million cars off the road.

In 2011, USDA enrolled a record number of acres
of private working lands in conservation programs,
working with more than 500,000 farmers and ranch-
ers to implement conservation practices that clean the
air we breathe, filter the water we drink, and prevent
soil erosion. Moreover, the Obama Administration, with
Agriculture Secretary Vilsack’s leadership, has worked
tirelessly to strengthen rural America, implement the
Farm Bill, maintain a strong farm safety net, and cre-
ate opportunities for America’s farmers and ranchers.
U.S. agriculture is currently experiencing one of its most
productive periods in American history thanks to the
productivity, resiliency and resourcefulness of our pro-
ducers.

Producers are encouraged to contact their local
FSA office or visit FSA’s website at http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp for additional information regard-
ing CRP.
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Serving Farm & Ranch Tire Needs for over 60 Years

•On-The-Farm & In-The-Field Tire Service
•Quality Firestone Tractor and Implement Tires

Western Tire Co.
1601 SOUTH CENTRAL • SIDNEY, MONTANA

433-3858 • Open 7-5:30 M-F & 7-Noon Sat.

�Straight
   Talk
�Honest
   Service
�Fair
   Prices

We're
ready
to
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Western Tire Co.
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By Won W. Koo
Chamber of Commerce Distinguished Professor and

Center for Agricultural Policy and Trade Studies
Director NDSU Agribusiness

and Applied Economics Department
The U.S. farm bill has played a very important role in

protecting producers from rapidly changing economic con-
ditions across the world since 1933. The purpose of the
farm bill has been to stabilize net farm income from weather
and commodity market uncertainty.

The U.S. Congress should pass another farm bill in 2012
to replace the current farm legislation (2008 farm bill). How-
ever, economic conditions under which the 2012 farm bill is
being discussed are different from previous farm bills.
In 2002, corn prices averaged $2.32 per bushel and there
was a federal budget deficit of $410 billion. Today, corn prices
are averaging $6.60 per bushel and there is a federal bud-
get deficit of $1.1 trillion. Commodity prices have increased
significantly since 2008. High commodity prices, along with
the large federal budget deficit, could make it difficult to
formulate a new farm bill

The Center for Agricultural Policy and Trade Studies in
the NDSU Department of Agribusiness and Applied Eco-
nomics and U.S. Sen. Kent Conrad organized a conference
titled “2012 Farm Bill: Issues and Challenges” in November
2011 to discuss the direction of a new farm bill under the
large federal budget deficit. During the conference, U.S. Sens.
Conrad, John Hoeven and Amy Klobuchar; U.S. Rep. Rick
Berg; and U.S. Department of Agriculture Undersecretary of
Agriculture Michael Scuse, as well as national leaders of
commodity groups, concluded that the new farm bill should
be centered on a safety net and cost efficiencies.  Because

Spotlight On Economics:
Issues And Challenges
Of The 2012 Farm Bill

crop insurance is a main program pro-
viding a safety net for producers and
is not trade distorting under the World
Trade Organization rules, the speak-
ers said it should be the main com-
ponent of the new farm bill.

However, a large challenge is to
reduce spending under the federal
budget deficit. As of now, there are
no proposals supported by Demo-
crats or Republicans, mainly because
of political and economic reasons. It
is more likely that current legislation
will receive a one-year extension.
Conrad proposed a farm bill alterna-
tive called the Revenue Loss Assis-
tant Program (RLAP).The purpose of
the RLAP is to provide better income
protection and protection from shal-
low loss, which is a decrease in farm
revenue stemming from a gradual de-

crease in commodity prices before the revenue levels un-
der federal crop insurance can be determined.

The RLAP would cover 65 percent of the revenue loss
not covered by crop insurance. The direct payment and
Average Crop Revenue Election program (ACRE) under the
2008 farm bill would be eliminated under the RLAP. It is
simpler in terms of program operation and easier to under-
stand than the current farm legislation because the pro-
gram eliminates direct payments and ACRE. In addition,
government spending under the RLAP is less than under
the current program because of the elimination of various
payments.

The goal of farm legislation is to provide income pro-
tection for producers under increasing uncertainty stem-
ming from intertwining macroeconomic conditions and com-
modity markets under globalization. Also, it must be con-
strained by the federal budget deficit. Currently, agriculture
is experiencing a period of high prices, high income and
general prosperity. However, history tells us that when com-
modity prices soften, production costs generally do not,
which causes a significant drop in farm income.

That scenario happened after high commodity prices in
1973, 1974 and 1996, so a new farm bill is needed to pro-
tect producers adequately from that condition and increas-
ing uncertainty stemming from globalization.

May
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