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Jones looks forward to his final harvest amid a sugar beet field north of Sidney.

By Meagan Dotson

After 34 years at Sidney Sugars, Randy Jones is working his last harvest. He
will be retiring from his position as the Ag Finance Superintendent to enjoy his family,
hobbies and volunteer work.

“I’'m 67 years old and it’s time to step aside and do some of the things I've missed
out on like pheasant hunting which is always during harvest season. It’s time to
let younger people step in and take over,” says Jones about his decision to retire.

The factory employs about 230 people during the harvest season, and Jones’
final harvest is expected to be a record year. A potential twenty-nine tons of beets
per acre could be harvested this fall.

Jones originally moved to Sidney from Northern Wyoming to work for Holly Sugar
and over the years he has seen his fair share of changes. When Jones started the
factory was owned by Holly Sugar; it was later acquired by Imperial Sugar and is
currently Sidney Sugars which is owned by American Crystal Sugar located in the
Red River Valley in North Dakota.

Other than the changes in ownership, Jones notes that the biggest developments
over the years have been in the growing process. It used to be that farmers seeded
beets two inches apart and then hand-thinned them to six inches apart, which involved
hiring additional people to work in the fields. Approximately 20 years ago, all of that
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changed; beets are now planted four and three-quarter inches to five inches apart
which is a much better method as it eliminates the need for thinning and is more cost
effective. Planting Roundup Ready Beets (beets that are genetically engineered to
withstand the herbicide roundup) has also been a major improvement in the growing
process. Beet fields no longer need to be sprayed numerous times with six or seven
different types of herbicide.

In addition to his job, Jones has been a judge of the Make it With Sugar contest
every year since it began. While he has always enjoyed sampling the tasty entries,
he has really appreciated getting the recipes, too. After being a long-standing judge,
Jones does admit that he’s looking forward to entering in the contest next year.

His current job will be split into two positions. Cheryl Riedel will take over the
administrative work such as grower payments and doing the purchasing for the Ag
Department. Vanessa Pooch is an agriculturalist who will be overseeing the Tare Lab.

“It's been a great 34 years. I've worked with a lot of great people, both growers
and employees,” Jones says of his career at Sidney Sugars and he admits he will
miss it. However he is looking forward to enjoying his pastimes.

His plans for retirement include hunting, fishing, woodworking, and gardening.
Jones also plans on volunteering at the local food bank and spending lots of time
with his family as his two daughters and six grandkids all live in the area.
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All of us working with Crystal brand beet seed want the same thing you do: fields with
record-breaking yields and sugar. That’s why we’ll stop at nothing to help you achieve
those goals. Whether you need help selecting seed, solving disease “131-4
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problems, or walking your field, we’d like to be part of your winning

team. Crystal brand sugarbeet seed distributed by: ACH Seeds, Inc. 877-224-7333
or Crystal Beet Seed 218-236-4788 Good things come from common ground
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MOSS Brmgs Fun-Fllled Opportumty to Brorson Elemeniury

Casey Dllg dlscusses why abear’ s’BeIt is
a beneflclal adaptatlon

By Meagan Dotson

The Montana Outdoor Science School (MOSS) out of Bozeman visited Brorson
Elementary on Monday, October 13" and Tuesday, October 14", MOSS is a privately
funded science program that goes into schools across the state teaching the global
leadership concept of science, technology, engineering and mathematics. MOSS
brings a hands-on approach pairing lab studies in the classroom with field science.
The no-textbook method encourages kids to explore science in the world around
them.

“MOSS’s main goal is connecting students with the outdoors,” says Sarah Nor-
mandeau, who has been with the program for three years. “We want them to be
connecting what they learn in school with what they’re observing outside.”

Topics covered were aquatic plants, photosynthesis, animal tracking, renewable
resources and predators.

The students were separated into two groups; kindergartners through third-grad-
ers focused on sustainable energy, while fourth through sixth graders studied airborne
engineers relating to a predator unit. Students studied how flight for birds of prey
such as hawks and eagles differed from the flight of other birds.

The younger group had in class lab studies with Casey Dilg who has been with
MQOSS for about six months. Students studied a bear pelt and discussed how the
animal’s hide would benefit it in ways such as keeping it warm and protecting it from
elements of nature as well as competing predators. The children drew pictures of
animals with adaptations and were asked to explain why those adaptations would
benefit it. Dilg also discussed how an adaptation could benefit an animal in more than
one way, such as the spots on a peacock being beneficial to both scare predators
and attract females. He explained that certain adaptations can be used for entirely

different purposes in varying species, for instance a predator’s speed allows it to
catch its prey while a prey’s speed allows it to avoid predators. The involved method
of teaching allowed kids to both answer and ask the questions of why and how do
things in nature work.

With the instruction of Normandeau, fourth through sixth graders studied sam-
ples, attempting to determine what each sample was and where it had come from.
The class discussed different elements of tracking animals such as animal signs like
waste, prints, gall and exoskeletons. Near the end of the lab studies on Monday,
the students were guided through the process of deductive reasoning to figure out
what a worm is as it isn’t an insect or arachnid. The energetic discussion opened
the door for the class to collect worms during the field study portion of the day so
that they could study them later.

For the field study, Brorson students took a trip to a wooded area near a creek.
Backpacks were handed out containing observational tools like binoculars, magnify-
ing glasses, and pencils and paper to record findings. Group discussions reviewed
findings and individual observations were encouraged making the day a fun learning
experience.

MOSS has regular programs, field day events, day camps, and a Master Natural-
ist program for adults; one benefit is that MOSS can boost a science curriculum and
offer experience and equipment that schools may not have available to them on a
regular basis. To bring the MOSS program into schools there is a financial obligation
which the program will match 50% of with grant money. Schools in a localized area
can also coordinate the program to come in during the same week and share the
remaining traveling costs. For more information on the Montana Outdoor Science
School, please visit outdoorscience.org.
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 SUNRISE EQUIPMENT

Jorn DEere 2900 W. Holly, Sidney © 406-488-3112  1-800-967-3597 ® www.sunriseequipment.biz

USED 4WD DRIVE TRACTORS

1981 JD 8640 (229 PTO HP) Quad-range trany, 3
hyds, PTO, 14’ Degelman dozer

1995 JD 8970 (400 eng HP), powershift trany, 4
hyds, 520/ 85R42 duals

USED MFWD & 2WD TRACTORS

2010 JD 8345R (345 eng hp), INT trany, MFWD w/
suspension, 4 hyds, 3pt w/ quick hitch, PTO,
710/70r42 duals, front duals, no filter or fluid,
964 hrs $239,500

2000 JD 5510 (75 PTO HP) sync shuttle trany,
MFWD, 3pt hitch, 18.4x30 singles $21,500

2011 JD 5065E, (65 eng HP) MFWD, 3pt hitch, 1
hyd, PTO, only 103 hrs, new JD 553 load with 6’
hucket, ONLY 108 HRS! $31,900

2008 JD 7330 (125 PTO HP) INT trany, MFWD,

3 pt hitch, 3 hyraulics, dual PTO0, 18.4X38
singles, JD 741 SL loader, 8’ hucket, grapple,
joystick $109,500

1968 JD 4020 (30 PTO HP) powershitt, 3 pt hitch, 2
hyd, dual PTO, 18.4x34 singles, JD 158 loader,
bucket ,grapple $9,950

1975 JD 4030 (80 PTO HP), syncro-range trany,
3nt hitch, 3 hyds, PTO, 14.9x38 singles, JD 148
loader, 6’ hucket, grapple trt hyds (THIS IS A
CONSIGNED TRACTOR, SOLD AS IS) $13,500

(1) 2012 JD S660 comhbines, 520/85r38 duals,
Contour master, low low hours

2006 JD 9660STS, 520/85r38 duals

2002 JD 9650 STS, 800/70r65 singles, chopper... $95,000

1999 JD 9610, 30.5x32 singles, chopper, chaff
spreader, dual range cyl

Used set of 18.4x38 duals for 9600, 9610
(60%rubhber) $3,000

2013 640 FD, draper platform, no HHS in rigid..CALL

2012 635 FD draper platform, no HHS CALL

2010 JD 630R platform, pickup reel

1997 JD 930F flex platform

JD 930F flex platform w/ CWS air real, header
trailer $14,500

MacDon 962 draper platform w/ pickup reel ... $17,500

1997 Macdon 960D platform CALL

USED HAYING EQUIPMENT
ll%(;]F‘{ngncing for up to 5 years on all Balers

2000 JD 955 rotary mower conditioner,
14°6” $11,900
(2) 2011 JD 568 Round Balers, loaded. H241
& H242 $32,500 ea
2011 JD 568 round haler, loaded, net wrap $36,500
(2) 2009 JD 568 Round Baler, loaded. H176 &
H206 $34,500
2007 JD 568 round haler, mega wide pickup, net
wrap $19,500
2007 JD 568 Round Baler. Loaded except for kicker
har. H277 $28,500
2005 JD 567 round haler w/net wrap, mega wide.
HO77 $16,900
1994 JD 535 Round Baler. H202 $8,500
1998 JD 566 Round haler. mega-tooth pickup... $9,250
1998 NH 664 Round haler with net wrap $5,950
3970 Forage Harvester $3,500

2004 Amity 6 row heet harvester, steerable, row
finder $33,500
Artsway 9420 heet harvester, 6 row, 24”, row finder,
rear steer $14,500
WIC 9 row defoliator, steerable, knife scalper ... $6,500
2000 WIC 6 row defoliator, steerahle, knife
scalper $6,500
2005 Amity 6 row defoliator, steerable....... $11,500

746 loader mounts for 77-7920

840 Loader mounts for 8000 series

Brandt 4000EX grain vace

2013 Brandt 13x70HP swing away auger with
hydraulic winch $21,900

2006 Brandt 10x70 swing away auger with pit
express drive over hopper $10,900

Brandt 8x52 super charged auger, 24HP honda ... $6,950
2011 JD XUV 8231 gator, 4000 miles $8,950
2011 JD XUV 850i gator $9,950

2003 Ford F150, 4.6L, V8, 4wd, auto, reg cah, long
hox 99,600 miles, clean
Diamond 72” & 62” mowers

WOT LS

Batwing Mowers

96,950

IDEAL FOR MAINTAINING PASTURES,
GRASSY FIELDS, DITCHES, CUTTING
WEEDS & LIGHT BRUSH.

Woods MOWER

SALE

Just An Example of Savings:
WooDs BW1s0
ROTARY CUTTER

WAS °22,127
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Skidsteers, Various Farmall 110A w/loader Steiger 550 Quad NEW LB 434 Square Baler Magnum 315 Thunder Creek 750 gal Fuel Trailer
attachments in stock

1979 JD 4840, 3 pt, PTO $22,500 2005 2042 35 draper head $32,000 USED COMBINES
2005 CaselH MX255, MFD, 3pt, 3638hrs, MacDon 960 35' draper head, transport, 2006 2388, 2103 engine hours/1656 sep.

480/80R42 Duals w/CaselH LX780 loader & CIH adapter $10,000 hours, chopper consigned $115,000
grapple $108,000 Q 1999 CaselH 2388, 2580eng/2071 Sep Hrs, IMPLEME “T
2010 John Deere 3520 compact tractor, mfd, ;5:: (? I]IHAR;SIE;. S Ed b‘f";%g?;r very nice condition Just Traded
loader, misc attatchments, 230 hrs .. 24,900 asel nBoba round barer, ales, =
’ ’ ’ mesh wrap, wide pickup, endless belts, r,. {:'.5'

USED TRACTORS USED HARVEST EQUIPMENT 1990 Hesston 560 Round Baler $5,500 TRI cou “"

Case 75XT Skidsteer, 2400 hours.... $23,000 hydraulic pickup lift, central lube ... $26,500

USED MISCELLANEOUS 2006 RBX563 Round Baler, wide pickup, i 1 j u y L j | ! b j
Farmhand 25" mulcher $11,500 mesh wrap, endless belts, 8,000 bales, good I r." lw I }‘ !hu _'-:1 I . 'r : I;" l :-

Grasshopper 729, liquid cooled, 61" Power ' [ Y

Fold deck. 1320 hours , CIH RBX 563 baler, mesh, wide pickup... $25,000 :‘ : 1 ¥ . :_ r‘ '1 : l I-
Caset 415 Muiche, 21, ood conifon...CALL 2003 Casell RBX562, Meshwrap, [RS8 b | - | i At A d
USED SEEDING & SPRAYING  \\: ror ' 2

, . 2011 Haybuster 2650, hydrauhc chute I|t blg .

hydraulic drive $30,000 1999 CaselH RS561

|
2005 Brandt 2584000, suspended boom, 90", 2008 Viermeer Processor, BP8000 .. $10,500 i
1500 gal. tank $25000 1995 CaselH 8465........ | 'l]

Monosem 6 row, 24" planter 1994 CaselH 8480 Softcore $6,995 | -
aas

i

IM lEME“ I 1 o .. .
« SEvE 0% of your hay and siraw =« Sl lpadng bvo bale procegan

« Shiesdoer chamber andies bales in any condion = (e man operation
H + Rught hand decharpi = Greal for bedding of emsion conlrod
Sidney, MT * 2429 W. Holly - 406-488-4400 * 1-800-624-6540

A PO o Visit our web site at tri-cnty.com -
(SN — CASE il
LENDING | LEASING | CREDIT CARDS | INSURANCE m usm

© 2007 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of
CNH America LLC. CNH Capital is a trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com

INMDUEETRIAS
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Edam Discusses Chunges as a Fourth Generation Wheat Farmer

Dale Edam prepares to take
calves to market.

Above: The
original 1912
homestead
which Edam’s
great-uncle
George Edam
lived in until
the early
1970s without
electricity or
running water.

Right: Wilbert
Edam learned
to drive a
tractor on
this 1927
McCormick
Deering
model.

Farming equipment buried in the snow
is just one example of the challenges
severe weather brings to farmers.

By Meagan Dotson

Dale Edam, a fourth generation wheat farmer in
the area, is still working the land that his father and
grandfather worked before him. The original homestead
of his great-grandfather is about a mile away from the
current farm which is located west of Crane, MT.

In 1912 Edam’s great-grandfather Bert Edam
established a homestead and farmed 160 acres near
Crane, MT as well as owning the first tractor and
threshing machine in the area. Edam’s grandfather,
Wilbert Edam, and his brother George began farming
at 14 and 16 years of age; Edam’s father, Wilbert (Dale)
Edam also began farming as a teen and following with
tradition, Edam himself began farming as a teenager
by raising a family garden as a 4-H project. Later he
would purchase a small herd of cattle in FFA and lease
crop land from the family farm. He notes that growing
up on the farm instilled in him a good work ethic while
giving him a place to work with animals and enjoy
nature, a large garden, and riding motorcycles. Edam
officially purchased the farm in 2000 where he and his
wife LaDean raised their twin sons, Koby and Keevin.

The farm has approximately 2080 tillable acres
and Edam notes that one of the biggest changes over
the years has been the no-till or minimum till method
of farming.

“Growing up, so much of my summer was spent
tilling fallow ground,” he says. “Forty to fifty percent of
the land was not cropped and left idle to prepare the
soil for crops the next year. Today we use rotation crops
to break up the cycle of continuous cropping and we
have a more diverse cropping system which includes
spring wheat, peas, beans, millet, sunflowers, safflow-
ers and alfalfa.”

Raising livestock has also been an asset to the
farm; three and a half sections of grass are designat-
ed for grazing allowing for alfalfa and hay crops to be
incorporated. This system helps to break down disease
and weed cycles. In addition, cattle are beneficial re-
ducing labor and fuel costs by helping maintain land
and provide organic matter where needed.

Weather has always been the biggest challenge
when it comes to farming in Northeastern Montana.
Severe climates and intense snow storms are just as
much of a concern now as they were to previous gener-
ations. However, larger equipment is available today to
move snow and livestock can be reached more quickly
after a storm.

In addition, the oil-boom has brought changes to
farming in the form of both opportunities and challenges.

“Finding experienced farm labor has been difficult
with the draw of the oil field and high paying jobs. |
have reduced my labor force, leased some land, but
have also had some great opportunities to work in the
oil field as well,” says Edam.

Despite challenges both new and old, Edam notes
that he has always enjoyed farming and ranching and
continues on in the tradition of generations before him.
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Helping

ou grow

As you spray, fence or put up hay, we’re here to help
you get the equipment, facilities and operating cash
you need to grow.

Visit with our ag lending professionals to help you
build your operation.

Give us a call: we’ll provide peace of mind to keep
you growing in today’s farm and ranch economy.

HI i | rs

DUSTY BERWICK BOB RUDE AARON GRANLEY

‘ e -AMERICAN STATE BANK

A WY W  AND TRUST COMPANY

Banking, the American State Way.

KURT NEILSON

774-4100 - www.asbt.com

223 Main Street « Williston, North Dakota

Thursday, November 20 - Sidney Elks Lodge
Social at 6:00pm « Meeting & Dinner at 6:30pm

Come have a voice in your industry & learn about
current issues facing the beef industry. We need
you to make our association work — your input,
your ideas & your participation will keep this
industry strong & united!

There Will Be Door Prizes!

Informative speakers & business meeting to be
held. Annual awards & officer elections — if you are
interested in serving as an officer or director, please
contact Jerry McMillan at 406-569-2020.

Thank You!

See us for your hydraulic hose needs!

Looking for a new hydraulic hose?
Come see us in the Ag/Hardware Division!

We can also custom make a hydraulic
hose to fit what you need!

Located at 241 West Main Streetin New Town 888.627.3949 | www.unitedprairie.coop
Serving fon in Wedern North Dakotr Since 1929
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USDA Agricultural Research Service
(ARS) Scientists at the Northern
Plains Agricultural Research Provide
Valuable Information to Producers

By Beth Redlin

Farmers have a multitude of variables to consider when planting their crops. For
example, they must decide what to plant and when, what and how much fertilizer to
use if any, what kind of tillage to use if any, and when and how much water to apply
if irrigating. The carry-over effects of previous crops and their residues, the impacts
of microorganisms in the soil, likely disease and insect pest pressures, equipment
needs and, of course, the weather can make decisions to move to new management
systems risky even if producers anticipate real benefits from doing so.

USDA Agricultural Research Service (ARS) scientists at the Northern Plains
Agricultural Research Lab in Sidney, MT are providing producers help in answering
these questions. Recently ARS researchers in Sidney completed data analysis of
crop water usage and crop water productivity (also known as water use efficiency)
on a three-year study of strip tillage versus conventional tillage systems in sugarbeet
fields in the MonDak region. That research has already demonstrated significant fuel
and labor cost savings for producers opting for strip tillage due to significantly reduced
trips across the field under strip tillage (one vs six for fall seedbed preparation), but
questions remained on how strip tillage affected crop water use and productivity.

“We wanted to know if the strip tillage system’s water use and resulting crop
yield and sugar content were comparable to existing conventional tillage systems,”
ARS Research Agronomist Bart Stevens, one of the scientists on the project noted.
“They were, and in some circumstances were even a little better.”

The results were published this week in the online edition of the “Agronomy
Journal.”

In that article, researchers noted interest in strip tillage has been increasing
among MonDak sugarbeet producers because of its ability to reduce soil erosion,
reduce tillage costs and conserve soil water by maintaining crop residues on the
surface.

The study itself was conducted on land provided to ARS by Montana State
University’s Eastern Agricultural Research Center in Sidney from 2006-2008 using
an overhead linear irrigation system, with sugarbeet planted following malt barley
under both tillage practices in each of the three study years.

One of the added benefits of strip tillage, which leaves alternating strips of tilled
and untilled soils, was immediately evident in the first year when a strong wind storm
passed through in early May 2006 shearing off several of the young beet seedlings
in the conventionally tilled plots. In contrast, the rows of standing crop residue left
in the strip tilled plots protected the young seedlings there from significant damage.

“Sugarbeet seedlings are pretty delicate so when spring wind events occur in
the MonDak, which happens frequently, there can be significant damage to young
plants,” ARS Research Soil Physicist Jay Jabro, another scientist on the project,
noted. “That’s what happened in 2006 in our conventionally tilled plots.”

That damage led to a 17% reduction in root yield in those plots compared to the
strip tilled acreage. In the remaining two years of the study, the strip tilled plots also
produced higher root yields (4% and 8% respectively) but those

Battling Cercospor with
New Bacterial Blocontrols

T A bt
s T
fligh i it

- I-.'I:I'I %
| ik T

o (BALIATEE |_||1-J||.r|
il

Dr. TheCan;Caesar,
USDA-ARS Soil

. differences were not statistically significant, Jabro said.

Similar results were reported for both crop water use and
sucrose yield, with larger differences in 2006 attributable to the
wind damage in conventional plots, while water use and sucrose
yield were not significantly different in the remaining two years
of the study.

When considering overall crop water productivity , strip tilled
plots once again came out ahead, according to Jabro. Altogether,
strip tilled plots used 2.5 gallons less irrigation water to produce
one kilogram, or 2.2 pounds, of sugarbeet root yield as compared
to conventionally tilled plots, and 16.12 gallons less irrigation water
to produce | kilogram of sucrose.

"That means strip tillage is a promising practice which pro-
vides conservation benefits over conventional tillage that can be
used to produce comparable sugarbeet yield at a lower cost and
with greater crop water productivity,” Jabro concluded. “Sugar-
beet producers can also reduce their fuel and labor requirements,
use less water and increase their profitability by using strip tillage
practices.”

And that profitability can have a big impact on the MonDak
area, where total direct economic impacts from sugarbeet produc-
tion, processing and marketing were estimated at $73.9 million
in 2011 by Sidney Sugars, Inc.

Link to original article, for more information: https://www.
agronomy.org/publications/aj/pdfs/106/6/2280
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2014 Beet Decorating Contest Winners

The entries for the annual beet decorating contest were fantastic again this year, making the judges work hard to pick only three in each age group.
A huge Thank you to The Powder Keg, Lori Yadon (Avon), Fairview Super Valu and Kayla Watters (Something About a Cupcake) for providing great
prizes, and Fairview SuperValue foir providing space for the contest.

Abbey Moreno, 4, with her third place “Crab Named Bailey Schlothauer, 12, with her third place “Weird
Crabby”. Allison Thiel, 7, with her first place “Hula Dancer”.  Alien”.

Cooper Thiel, 3, with his second place “Pirate Hula Hannah Hurley, 8, with her second place entry, “Three Dawson Ball, 11, with his first place entry, “The
Dancer”. Blind Mice”. Hobo”.

Riley Bushnell, 10, with his second place entry, Kyle Skogas, 5, with his first place beet, “Olaf”. Jeff Tjelde, 8, with his third place entry, “Dinosaur”.
“Strange Guy Wearing a Yellow T-Shirt”.
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Buy Local Products & Services In The MonDak Area

Border Steel & Recycling

(406) 433 - 7737
#1 Priority"

(855) 810 - 2995
"Customer Service is our

The Smelser family
opened their family owned Bor-
der Steel & Recycling business
in December 2011 at 35002
CR 123, Sidney, MT.

In the spring of ‘06, Bor-
der Steel opened its facility
in Plentywood, expanded to
Williston in ‘07 and came home
to Sidney in December 2011. In
2014 they expanded into Miles
City as well.

They are truly happy to
be back in Sidney. According
to Bret and Brady, they “do
it all”. From new steel, alu-
minum and stainless to all
your ag and construction and
recycling needs, Border Steel
& Recycling can take care of
you. They also handle new
and used iron. “We’re adding
to what we already had to
offer from our other locations
and growing on that,” Brady
said. He added, “This gives
us the opportunity to better
serve our loyal customers and
to build new ones. Compe-
tition is healthy, the winners
will be public-the consumers.”
Border Steel & Recycling can
be reached at 406-433-7737
or toll free at 1-855-810-2995.

PRAIRIE PACKING
& MEATS CO.

USDA Inspected Facility

Local Beef & Pork 1/2s & 1/4s
Custom Slaughter & Processing
Choice Steaks, Roasts, Chops &
Ground Beef

Wholesale to Food Service Businesses

Corner of Hwy 1804 & David Slais

East Bypass in Williston Plant Mgr.

701-577-6788 * M-F: 7-530 * Sat: 9-Noon * Major Credit Cards Welcome

We Carry:
* New Steel ¢ Aluminum ¢ Stainless Steel
* Misc. Piano Hinges, Weld On Hinges, Latches

We Have:
* Press Brake
|Badiands). ..
STEEL » Plasma Table
Located Just North of Walmart |« Aito Feed Band Saw

4324 4th Ave. W., Williston . Di
201-774-2231 Piranha Iron Worker

STEEL AND RECYCLING, INC.
Construction Materials * New Steel * Aluminum & Stainless
\ 406-433-7737 * 1-855-810-2995

Sidney: 35002 CR 123
Glendive: 2703 W. Towne St. | 406-377-4398 ¢ 1-800-423-5219

Plentywood: Hwy 16 Bast | 406-765-2624 Bret & Brady Smelser [
Williston: 13896 W. Front St. | 701-572-5493 Kelly Moody * Ken Syme
Miles City: 12 Peggy Lane | 406-874-7428 | Tim Mulholland * Ernie Gawryluk

Every Time. Every Day.

* Service * Fi

1

Roc
Mnuﬁain

@

a'.c_i_._sr.‘- Support * 24/7

¥ [

From the field to the =
table...our quality
sugar is grown and
processed in the
MonDak area.

Always available at your
r favorite grocery outlet.
. ’ .
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TRINITY

Community Clinic -

Western Dakota

6

10

11

13

20

24

25

26

KU. .E. p;‘ o o \
* November 2014

Dr. Mark Noel
- ENT
- Audiology Services

Dr. Ravindra Joshi
- Orthopedist

Dr. Aaron Albers

- Podiatrist

Dr. Erdal Diri

- Rheumatologist

Dr. Emad Dodin

- Interventional Cardiology

Dr. Mark Noel
- ENT
- Audiology Services

Dr. Aaron Albers

- Podiatrist

Dr. Erdal Diri

- Rheumatologist

Dr. Samir Turk

- Pacemaker Check

To make an appointment with any of these
specialists, call 701-572-771 1.

1321 W. Dakota Parkway
Williston, ND
701-572-7711
k1-800-735-4940

Health

Re-Inventing

USDA Expands Access
to Credit to Help
More Beginning and
Family Farmers

Changes Increase Eligibility and Financing
Options for Hard Working Families

Submitted by USDA Office of Communications

Agriculture Deputy Secretary Krysta Harden today announced that the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) will improve farm loans by expanding eligibility and
increasing lending limits to help more beginning and family farmers. As part of this
effort, USDA is raising the borrowing limit for the microloan program from $35,000
to $50,000; simplify the lending processes; updating required “farming experience”
to include other valuable experiences; and expanding eligible business entities to
reflect changes in the way family farms are owned and operated. The changes
become effective Nov. 7.

“USDA is continuing its commitment to new and existing family farmers and
ranchers by expanding access to credit,” said Harden. “These new flexibilities, cre-
ated by the 2014 Farm Bill, will help more people who are considering farming and
ranching, or who want to strengthen their existing family operation.”

The microloan changes announced today will allow beginning, small and mid-
sized farmers to access an additional $15,000 in loans using a simplified application
process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans are part of USDA’s continued
commitment to small and midsized farming operations.

In addition to farm related experience, other types of skills may be considered
to meet the direct farming experience required for farm loan eligibility such as op-
eration or management of a non-farm business, leadership positions while serving
in the military, or advanced education in an agricultural field. Also, individuals who
own farmland under a different legal entity operating the farm now may be eligible
for loans administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA). Producers will have
an opportunity to share suggestions on the microloan process, and the definitions of
farming experience and business structures through Dec. 8, 2014, the public open
comment period.

FSA is also publishing a Federal Register notice to solicit ideas from the pub-
lic for pilot projects to help increase the efficiency and effectiveness of farm loan
programs. Comments and ideas regarding potential pilot projects will be accepted
through Nov. 7, 2014.

Since 2010, USDA has made a record amount of farm loans through FSA — more
than 165,000 loans totaling nearly $23 billion. More than 50 percent of USDA’s farm
loans now go to beginning farmers. In addition, USDA has increased its lending to
socially-disadvantaged producers by nearly 50 percent since 2010.

These programs were made possible by the 2014 Farm Bill, which builds on
historic economic gains in rural America over the past five years, while achieving
meaningful reform and billions of dollars in savings for taxpayers. Since enactment,
USDA has made significant progress to implement each provision of this critical
legislation, including providing disaster relief to farmers and ranchers; strengthening
risk management tools; expanding access to rural credit; funding critical research;
establishing innovative public-private conservation partnerships; developing new
markets for rural-made products; and investing in infrastructure, housing and com-
munity facilities to help improve quality of life in rural America. For more information,
visit www.usda.gov/farmbill.
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See our Ag Loan
Specialists Today!

“Our Land Is As Important To Our Operation As
The Cattle That Graze It...” I ' I : I RIN

cattle company

12th Annual Production Sale

DDA Medicine Man 56J Saturday, November 22nd
#16591375 [ 9 Sons Sell At the Ranch ¢ 12 miles N of Beach, ND on Hwy 16

Noon Lunch With Sale To Start At 2pm (MST) bt
Sy T e

e R . " h,,_ ;ZSeIImg

il

"+ Breeding Soundness Examlned Longewty&StructuraI Soundness 28 18 Month Old Forage TeSted Angus Bulls
« Efficient, Reliable, Defect Free Genetics ¢ Linebred For More Quality & Consistency p— with many reliable calving ease prospects!
* -h! ¥ -. ¥

* Our Ranch Practices Holistic Management ¢ Sell By Cowboy Auction (Low Stress Buylng) s 25 - OPen Heifer cah,es
| Fertile, Moderate Framed, Efficient Cowherd ¢ Backed By Wye, Shoshone & Ohlde Genetics! . w . : , —

- Donnie, TI‘iSh, Harley & Taylor Feiring -_— s
16851 21st St SW | PO Box 725 - Beach, ND 58621 | 701-872-5888 - Cell: 701-228-4622 | feiringcattleco@yahoo.com | Coming Soon: www.feiringcattleco.com




AG ROUNDUP NOVEMBER 2014 15

Montana Stockgrowers 130™ Annual Convention
Planned for Dec. 11-13 in Billings

Submitted by Ryan Goodman

Do not miss your chance to attend Montana’s largest ranching indus-
try Convention and Trade Show. The Montana Stockgrowers Association
(MSGA) and Montana CattleWomen invites you to join us for our 130"
Annual Convention at the Holiday Inn Grand Montana in Billings, De-
cember 11-13. This year’s Convention will be bigger than ever with an
extended line up of Cattlemen’s College courses and live entertainment
from Wylie and the Wild West.

“2014 marks 130 years for the Montana Stockgrowers Association
and we will be closing out the year in a big way,” says MSGA President,
Tucker Hughes of Stanford. “We want to invite everyone to come par-
ticipate in the fun, gain valuable insight from speakers from across the
cattle industry, and participate in our policy meetings.”

This year’s Annual Convention will feature a great line up of speakers
for the extended Cattlemen’s College. Topics covered will include fetal
development, nutrition for the cowherd, health strategies for calf health,
biosecurity, genetic selection for replacement animals, and hands-on
workshop with reproductive technologies.

Several top speakers including Greg Hanes from US Meat Export
Federation, Lois Olmstead, and a live broadcast with Northern Ag Net-
work will highlight the agenda. Everything will wrap up on Saturday night
with the Grand Finale Banquet featuring the annual live Cattle Directory
auction and special entertainer, Wylie and the Wild West!

A major component of the convention is the setting of new policy and
the review of past policies to guide the association through its day-to-day
work. MSGA’s annual policy meetings will take place on Thursday and
Friday, discussing topics in the areas of membership, land use, environ-
ment, agriculture policy, beef production and marketing.

This year has been active in several policy areas as Montana ranch-
ers have dealt with sage grouse conservation, changes to EPA water
jurisdiction, challenges for the national Beef Checkoff program structure,
and Board of Livestock budget deficits. These issues, plus discussion
leading up to Montana’s 2015 legislative session will be covered during
the meeting.

MSGA and Montana Ford Stores have teamed up to give a Ford
F-250 Super Duty truck to one lucky member who attends convention.
The drawing will be held on Saturday during the Grand Finale Banquet.
To be eligible for the truck drawing, you must attend convention, be a
current Rancher, Stocker/Feeder or Young Stockgrower member, and
fill out the truck entry form.

Other prizes to be awarded during the convention include a raffle
drawing for an 8-month/200 hour lease on a 130-HP tractor and loader
from Montana Massey Ferguson dealers, a John Deere Gator courtesy of
Frontline Ag, and a trip to San Antonio, Texas for the 2015 Cattle Industry
Convention sponsored by Northwestern Energy.

This year’s Trade Show will feature over 100 companies providing
all types of products, services, and the latest technology to the cattle
industry. The Trade Show is open to the public all three days during
Convention until 9:00 p.m.

To learn more, please call the MSGA office at (406) 442-3420, or
visit www.mtbeef.org. If you would like to reserve a trade show booth or
sponsor part of the convention, please contact the MSGA office soon as
there are limited spaces open at this time. Preregistration for attendees
in currently open at a discounted price for those that register prior to
December.
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MAKE THINGS MERRY
WITH CASE IH.

With gifts from Case IH, it's better to give and receive. This season, we've got gifts to get
everyone in the spirit—plus great offers to make things even merrier. Visit us for some
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Event ends December 31, 2014.
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MSU Hires Livestiock Judging Coach,
Instructor and Steer Program Manager

By Jennifer Lavey, MSU College of Agriculture

For the first time in recent history, Montana State University has hired a dedicat-
ed livestock judging coach who will also teach applied coursework and manage a
program that is designed to give students hands-on experience in the beef industry.

Hannah DelCurto recently joined MSU’s animal and range sciences depart-
ment as an instructor and coach of the MSU Livestock Judging Team and the
Steer-A-Year program.

“These programs provide valuable experiences for students that will help them
in their future careers,” DelCurto said. “I'm really looking forward to working with
MSU students and further developing these programs.”

As part of her position, DelCurto will coach the 15-member livestock judging
team, which plans to travel to eight states and 10 competitions this year. She will
also teach the technical aspects of animal health and livestock judging talents in a
livestock evaluation class.

“Coming to MSU is exciting for me because of the incredibly strong animal science
programs here,” DelCurto said. “MSU is well-positioned to be nationally competitive
in its livestock judging program.”

In a traditional livestock judging competition, students examine cattle, sheep or
swine in a variety of classes relating to the animal’s gender and commercial use.
Students examine an animal in front of multiple judges and assign the animal a nu-
meric value for marketability. Students must then orally defend their assessment of
the animal to the judges. Explanations generally include facts about body condition
like the animal’s weight, build, structural soundness, muscle tone and fat composition.
The judges then give the students a score for their overall scoring and oral defense.

“Everything the students speak to
directly relates to the value of the ani-
mal, either for breeding or commercial
use from the perspective of a producer,”
DelCurto said. “Students learn critical
thinking, decision making, networking
and public speaking, which are qualities
that go beyond judging competitions
and will apply to future careers.”

To fund the team’s travel expenses
for regional and national competitions
this year, DelCurto will also manage
the MSU Steer-A-Year program, which
accepts castrated male steers from
private producers. The steers are used
for teaching and educational purposes
and in several courses on campus
dealing with beef cattle management
and marketing. MSU houses and feeds
the steers, while livestock judging team
members oversee and manage care of
the animals. Students send a monthly
newsletter to donors, updating them on
the health and progress of the animal.
At the end of the year, students sell the
steers back to the community during the
annual Steer-A-Year sale.

Proceeds from the sale fund the
livestock judging team’s travel expens-

L|v
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tions, student scholarships and student

activities. The program is currently accepting tax-deductible steer donations.

“The Steer-A-Year program is about (students) having hands-on educational
experience in the beef industry,” DelCurto said. “Giving students the opportunity to
see the steps and process to raise a feed lot steer for commercial production is a
unique privilege. It’s a positive experience for the both the student and the donor.”

Livestock judging and the Steer-A-Year program ultimately involve all aspects
of agriculture business and production and life-long skills needed to be successful
in those fields, according to Patrick Hatfield, interim head of the MSU Department
of Animal and Range Sciences.

“The ability to speak clearly and communicate effectively about an animal’s phys-
iology and marketability is a skill that transfers to a multitude of fields and careers,”
Hatfield said. “Experience on a judging team and caring for an animal are important
opportunities for our students because the skills garnered are an intersection of tech-
nical anatomy and physiology, communication and the business side of agriculture
production — qualities that every job in ag demands.”

DelCurto joins MSU from Texas A&M University, where she recently completed
her master’s degree in animal science. She also has years of experience in agricul-
tural leadership and showing animals in 4-H and FFA in Oregon. DelCurto has an
undergraduate degree in animal science from Kansas State University, where she
was also a member of the KSU’s Livestock Judging Team.

For more information about the MSU Livestock Judging Team, the Steer-A-Year
program, or to make a donation, visit http://animalrange.montana.edu/ or email
hannah.delcurto@montana.edu.

Contact: Jennifer Lavey, (406) 994-7866 or jennifer.lavey @montana.edu
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Come to First International Bank & Trust and talk to
one of our loan officers. They're here to help you
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IT'S NOT ABOUT MORE TIME IN THE FIELD.

IT'S ABOUT MORE FIELD

IN LESS TIME.

Maximize productivity with genuine Case IH parts and performance Kkits.
A productive harvest is a profitable one. Genuine Case IH parts and performance kits, the only parts
specifically engineered for Case IH combines, are designed to exacting standards and built from premium
components to deliver undeniable performance, unrivaled reliability, and an unbeatable fit. Because in the
end, it's about keeping your equipment, and your operation, running smoothly all season long. Be Ready.
A high-performance harvest starts here. Visit us today!
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WEST PLAINS INC

Beach, Bowman, Dickinson, & Hettinger, ND
BORDER PLAINS EQUIPMENT

Williston, Stanley, & Glasgow, MT
www.westplains.com/www.horderplains.com

Noxious Weed

Trust Fund Grant
Applications due
December 1st; Over

$1 Million Available to
Fight Noxious Weeds

Submitted by Dave Burch

The Montana Department of Agriculture is accepting
applications for grant funding from the Noxious Weed Trus!
Fund (NWTF). Grant applications are due by December 1,
2014.

The Trust Fund, established in 1985 by the Montane
Legislature, can provide grant awards up to $75,000 for eli-
gible noxious weed research projects, state and community
education or development projects, and local cooperative
landowner cost share grants. Over $1 million dollars from
the NWTF program will be available for the development anc
implementation of noxious weed management programs,
“The department and organizations such as county and triba
weed districts, extension offices, and conservation districts
are available to assist with the completion of a grant appli-
cation. We are here to help,” explained Program Managel
Dave Burch.

With 98% of Montana’s total land area either rangeland,
pastures, cropland, forests, or wildlands, noxious weeds car
have a devastating impact on the states ecosystems anc
economy. Past studies estimate that just the proliferation of
leafy spurge and spotted knapweed cost the Upper Grea!
Plains, including Montana, grazing lands and wildlands
$129.5 million annually.

“While awareness, management, and control measures
have become much more sophisticated, the spread of new
and existing noxious weeds are still negatively impacting
the economy and the ecological vitality of Montana’s vast
land area. We all have a stake in managing and preventing
noxious weeds,” said Burch

Grant applications are submitted electronically througk
the WebGrants system at https://fundingmt.org. NWTF
grants should complement and enhance the Montana Weec
Management Plan. Additional information and instructions
for submitting an application can be found on the Noxious
Weed program’s website.

The Noxious Weed Management Advisory Council wil
hold final grant hearings beginning on March 2, 2015, ir
Helena, to make recommendations to the department’s
director for final approval.

The Montana Department of Agriculture’s mission is tc
protect producers and consumers, and to enhance and de-
velop agriculture and allied industries. For more informatior
on the Montana Department of Agriculture, visit agr.mt.gov.
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MSU Ag Specialist Offers
Advice for Fall Soil Sampling

Submitted by Clain Jones

Guided by their research, experts at Montana State University have developed
guidelines for soil sampling to help growers get the maximum benefit out of their
fertilizer.

Soil sampling can increase yield and/or save on fertilizer costs and decrease
environmental risks. The worth of soil testing is influenced by when the sample is
taken. Soil testing as late in the fall as possible or even in the spring improves the
reliability of fertilization recommendations.

In Montana, soil sampling is often conducted from late summer to late fall be-
cause of better soil sampling conditions than in winter or spring, and because it gives
growers time to make fertilizer decisions prior to application.

However, MSU fertilizer rate guidelines are based on spring soil test levels
because spring levels are more indicative of growing season nutrients than fall
nutrient levels.

Clain Jones, soil fertility specialist with MSU Extension and the Department of
Land Resources and Environmental Sciences, cautions that if soil nutrient levels
are substantially different between fall and spring, then fertilizer would be either
over or under applied.

While phosphorus and potassium levels have not been found to change much
between fall and spring, nitrogen in the form of nitrate can change dramatically.
Over-application is an economic loss and excess nitrate may contaminate ground-
water. Under-application of nitrogen may cause sub-optimal yields and grain protein.
Based on a three-year study led by Jones, changes in nitrate levels from August
to April can be large and highly variable. Jones found nitrogen fertilizer would be

over-applied by an average of 18 pounds of nitrogen per acre if August samples
were used to make spring nitrogen recommendations.

“But, one in three times, it would be under-applied, and sometimes by a lot,”
said Jones.

The large range suggests that late summer or early fall soil samples may not
accurately determine spring fertilization rates.

In short, high nitrate levels on shallow and/or coarse soils can be lost over winter,
and using fall test results would result in under-fertilization. In contrast, nitrate levels
can increase over winter due to decomposition of plant residue, especially in deep
soils and following broadleaf crops such as annual legumes or oil seeds. Such fields
would be over-fertilized if rates were based on fall soil samples.

Jones suggests sampling in late fall or later to best capture growing season
nitrogen availability. If fall fertilizing is preferred, soil test as late as possible while
still allowing time for test results before fertilizing. If fall nitrate levels are very high
(e.g., greater than about 60 pounds nitrogen per acre) and soil depth is less than
two feet, Jones strongly suggests a second sampling in spring because there is a
higher likelihood of overwinter nitrate losses.

Although it may seem wasteful to soil sample twice, laboratory soil analyses often
cost less than $40, yet under- or over-applying by just 10 to 15 pounds of nitrogen
per acre can often affect the bottom line more than this for a 160 acre field.

For more information on soil testing, see the new “Soil Scoop” on Jones’ web-
site http:/landresources.montana.edu/soilfertility/, or contact Jones at 994-6076 or
clainj@montana.edu.

Clean, Affordable Electiric Heat!

See Us For Excellent
Rates & Rebates On

Those Truly In Need
Don’t Have To Go Cold

Lower Yellowstone REC has provided funds to Energy Share.

Electric Heat!
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Energy Share is therefore able to help
Lower Yellowstone REC households who
are having trouble paying their bill.

Call Action for Eastern Montana
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Electrical Team

Dave Harri
(Miles City)
Your Full Turnkey Valley® Dealer Also Offering These Services: | '\ Not Pictured: Katherine Fendrick
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