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Montana Farm Bureau Pleased Final
Bison Trial Phase Set for Nov. 5

The Montana Farm Bureau Federation is pleased
with the progress made to date on the Yellowstone Bi-
son trial taking place in Park County. In a conference
call this morning, Hertha Lund, attorney for MFBF,
noted three-quarters of the testimony for the trial has
been completed, with the final phase scheduled in Park
County Nov. 5. The final phase will include two hours of
testimony to finish the trial along with hearing a sum-
mary judgement motion including MFBF’s challenge
that the state didn’t comply with the Montana Environ-
mental Policy Act report.

“We believe our attorney has done an outstanding
job defining and defending the interest of our mem-
bers and property owners around the state,” says MFBF
Executive Vice President Jake
Cummins.

MFBF is concerned that al-
lowing bison to roam freely out-
side of Yellowstone National Park
Boundaries creates not only an
increased risk of disease trans-
mission but also a risk of prop-
erty damage and potentially per-
sonal injury to Gardiner area resi-
dents.   Even as the court case
disputing allowing bison out of the
park for four months is being
heard, the state is taking com-
ments on allowing them out year
round and expanding the bound-
ary to Yankee Jim Canyon north
of Gardiner. Because of the on-
going trial, the bison have not
been permitted to leave the park.

John Youngberg, director of
Governmental Affairs for Mon-
tana Farm Bureau, finds the pro-
posal to allow bison to roam year
round puzzling. “We are in court
questioning whether they should
be allowed out at all, yet the state
is already planning year round
occupancy in an even bigger
area.  The state talks about adap-
tive management as being a part
of the Interagency Bison Manage-
ment Plan yet they continue to
ignore the fact that the document
also requires there to be separa-
tion between cattle and bison. 

You can’t pick and choose which parts of the docu-
ment you want to live by.”

Youngberg also notes, “These aren’t Whitetail deer,
they have little fear of humans and have the potential
to damage property and inflict injury on area residents.”

Les Graham, MFBF’s livestock advisor who has
been attending the trial, pointed out one outrageous
idea that came forth. “I believe the most interesting
part of the trial was when a Montana Fish and Wildlife
& Parks representative testified they were going to build
panel corrals for the kids to be safe from the bison at
the bus stop,” Graham noted. “It seems some govern-
ment officials feel it makes more sense to corral our
kids instead of corralling the bison.”
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NDRA Finals Rodeo
Coming Out of the Chutes

in Watford City
By Jaimee Green

Roping. Riding. Guts. Glory. Do you really need
more of a hint than that? Well, okay then! Here it goes.
It’s rodeo time in Watford City and that, ol’ partner, is
reason enough to scrape the mud off those cowboys
boots, grab your best duds and mosey on into town to
one of the wildest rodeos in the northwest.

The two-day NDRA Rodeo Finals event will fea-
ture the talents of North Dakotas’ top 12 competitors
in nine events, as they try to become the 2012 NDRA
State Champion.

The event is taking place Sept. 7-8 with rodeo ac-
tion starting at 7:00 p.m. and will include a Calcutta at
the McKenzie County Fairgrounds inside the indoor
arena, followed by a Play in the Dirt Dance. Go-around
prizes will be awarded during the dance to each night’s
top contestants. The beer garden opens Friday at 6:00
p.m.

Other events are scheduled for Saturday includ-
ing the Watford City High School Club Rodeo at 9:00
a.m. along with a team roping event to follow at 10:00
a.m.

The Saturday NDRA Rodeo again starts at 7:00
p.m. with champions crowned during the evening per-
formance.

Even if you’re an avid rodeo-goer, this particular
venue offers something a
little different from your av-
erage outdoor arena.
“Watching the rodeo in-
doors really gets you up
close to the action. Many
of these competitors are
amateur performers who
go professional. When you
mix that with some of the
best rodeo stock there is,
watching it all from 50 feet
away is really a good time,”
said Gene Veeder, a NDRA
Rodeo Finals Committee
member.

This year, the regional
musical talents of Lone-
some Willy, will again per-
form for each night’s dance.

This year marks the celebration of 59 years of the
North Dakota Rodeo Association with this being the 14th

annual event taking place in Watford City.
“It’s been interesting these past few years. This event

draws people from all over. Our biggest challenge is
having enough sleeping accommodations for people
traveling to the area. We have been informing all of the
competitors of the housing shortage to ensure they plan
their trip accordingly. But, this event is fun because there
are so many new faces. There are people who love
rodeo and those who have never been to one,” said
Veeder.

Money generated from this event is part of an an-
nual fundraiser that benefits a number of area organi-
zations, including the Eagles Club, McKenzie County 4-
H and the Oilers Hockey Club.

Rodeo stock were chosen by judges and perform-
ers and selected from a wide variety of stock contrac-
tors to help ensure the best competition.

“The key that binds this event together is that while
it’s a rodeo it’s also a reunion for the 300 to 400 cow-
boys and cowgirls who come together. It’s really a cel-
ebration where you can be sure you will see some fa-
miliar faces while making new friends,” Veeder said.

Admission is $12 for adults, $8 for students ages 7-
18 and children 6 and under is free.



Pesticide Training Set For
October in South-Central MT

Experts on Montana insects, pesticides, rodents and
weeds will present half-day and all-day workshops from Oct.
8 to 11 to help residents of 11 south-central Montana coun-
ties renew their private pesticide applicator licenses before
the end of the year.

Individuals who wish to purchase, use or supervise the
use of restricted use pesticides on land they own, rent or
lease need a private applicator license. Private applicators
in Big Horn, Carbon, Fergus, Golden Valley, Judith Basin,
Musselshell, Petroleum, Stillwater, Sweetgrass, Wheatland
and Yellowstone counties need to recertify by the end of

2012, said Cecil Tharp, pesticide education specialist with
Montana State University Extension. Those 11 counties lie
within Montana Private Pesticide District number five.

To help private applicators recertify before their licenses
expire, the MSU Pesticide Safety Education and MSU Inte-
grated Pest Management programs will hold seven meet-
ings over four days. The meetings will be held Oct. 8 in
Harlowton and Lewistown; Oct. 9 in Big Timber and Colum-
bus; Oct. 10 in Hardin and Lame Deer; and Oct. 11 in Bill-
ings

All of the workshops will focus on pest management,
but topics within those workshops may vary according to
need. Rodent control, for example, is covered in Big Tim-
ber, Billings and Columbus, while wireworms are covered in
Columbus, Hardin and Lewistown. Sessions in Billings,
Harlowton, Big Timber and Lame Deer address grasshop-
per management and many other topics.

Other workshop topics may include cheatgrass man-
agement in croplands, insect management in a forage al-
falfa system, re-vegetating weed-infested range and pas-
ture, cheatgrass, vertebrate pest control, pesticide safety,
management of winter insect pests on livestock, Roundup-
resistant Kochia, pesticide drift, and mode of action.

South-central Montanans can attend workshops in any
of the 11 counties in their district. They don’t have to attend
the workshop offered in their county, Tharp said.  A variety
of MSU experts and MSU Extension specialists and agents
will conduct the training sessions.

Private applicators will receive three credits for attend-
ing either the morning or afternoon session and six credits
if they attend all day. Government and commercial applica-
tors who attend either a morning or afternoon session will
be qualified to receive three commercial/government appli-
cator credits towards the categories of dealer, demonstra-
tion and research, and agricultural plant pest control.

Montana has five private pesticide districts, with appli-
cator licenses expiring in stages. The private applicator li-
cense certification cycle lasts five years.

Courses in the 2012 Pest Management Tour are open to
the public and any applicator who wants to recertify, but
pre-registration is often required, especially in locations that
offer a free lunch to attendees.  Attendees should contact
their local Extension agent and pre-register.

For locations, contact information and topics to be cov-
ered at each meeting, check the Pesticide Safety Educa-
tion Program website at www.pesticides.montana.edu and
select “2012 Pest Management Tour Throughout South-Cen-
tral MT.” For more information, contact Tharp at
ctharp@montana.edu or (406) 994-5067.
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Killdeer Hwy Acreage: Prime 200 +/- flat contiguous acres
fronting busy Hwy 22 only 3 miles south of Killdeer, ND in Dunn County. 10
surveyed parcels.  3 phase power. Numerous improvements.  Killdeer, ND    call
Clifton 406-860-7319
Bighorn River Farm: 149 acres fronting the Bighorn River and Hwy
47 north of Hardin, Montana.  35 tons/acre sugar beets, 125 bushels/acre malting
barley, and 225 bushels/acre corn have been raised here. Cheap flood irrigation,
fertile soils, long growing season, local markets.  North of Hardin, MT   call Clifton
406-860-7319
Cannonball River Ranch:  1,248 deeded acres, 1 mile
Cannonball River, 5,800 SF hand-peeled log home/lodge, separate care-takers
residence, hip roof barn, excellent variety of game birds & deer, a great place for
family & friends.  5 miles west of Lake Oahe.  45 miles south of Bismarck, ND.  Call
Clifton 406-860-7319
King Ranch: This ranch has 3,100 contiguous deeded acres, farms 1,200
acres, and summers 200 cows.  The 6,100 sq ft executive 6 bedroom home has
outstanding views of the Beartooth and Crazy Mountains. The King Ranch is 20
miles NW of Billings, MT, $2,690,000. Call Jeff Klaus-406-855-1081
Philipsburg Valley Ranch:This 550-600 cow ranch has 7
pivots, and puts up 1,600 ton of hay. There are 2 miles of Trout Creek.   Elk frequent
the ranch in large numbers.   Moose, sheep & mountain goats are in this area.
Georgetown Lake (summer water skiing) and winter snow skiing at Discovery Basin
are 10 minutes away.  Phillipsburg, MT   Call Clifton 406-860-7319

Dry Creek Ranch: This 480 acre ranch has irrigated hay meadows
and dense pine timber creating a wildlife paradise.  The shooting preserve license can
be renewed.  Pheasants, turkeys, deer, and routinely elk dine here.  The modest
ranch improvements adjacent to the county road are only 3 miles southwest of
Melstone, MT Call Jeff Klaus-406-855-1081
Twin Creeks Ranch:  ½ mile of the South Fork of MacDonald Creek
and one half mile of Duncan Creek join on the ranch.  The 3,700 sq ft home, barn,
shop, corrals, and outbuildings are picture perfectly maintained.  18 miles from
either Lewistown or Grass Range, or just west of the pristine village of Forest Park,
MT   Call Jeff Klaus-406-855-1081
South Willow Creek Pasture:Currently this property is
returning $32,808 annually in CRP payments plus hay and/or grazing income
creating an excellent investment. Large mule deer bucks have been taken.  There is a
well, with electricity, and a pipeline. This 2320 acre fenced property borders Hwy 12
only 5 miles east of Roundup, MT Call Jeff Klaus-406-855-1081

Clifton M Berglee, DVM
(406) 628-2341 • (406) 860-7319/c

1994 JOHN DEERE 8570, (250 ENG HP), 4WD, 12 SPD TRANS, 4 HYDS,
20.8X38 DUALS ........................................................................... $55,000

2001 CASE IH STX325, 5271 HOURS ............................................. $95,000

2011 JD 8285R (285 ENG HP), POWERSHIFT, MFWD, 3 PT W/ QUICK
HITCH, 4 HYDS, PTO, 380/90R45 DUALS, 380/80R38 FRT, SNGLS LOW
HOURS, FACTORY WARRANTY .................................................... $202,750

 2004 JD 7920, (170 HP), IVT TRANS., MFWD, 3 PT W/ QUIK HITCH, 3
HYDS, PTO, 480/80R46 DUALS .................................................... $99,500
2004 JOHN DEERE 7920 (170-HP), IVT TRANS, MFWD, 4-PT HITCH WITH
QUICK HITCH, 4 HYDS, 380/90R50 DUALS ..................................  $97,500

1976 JD 4630, (150HP), QUADRANGE, 20.8X38, PTO, JD DOZER $16,500
1973 JOHN DEERE 4430, (125 PTO HP), QUAD RANGE TRANS., DUAL PTO,

2 HYDS, 20.8X34 DUALS .............................................................. $12,500
1995 CASE IH 7220 MFWD WITH WOODS 360 LOADER ................  $52,500
2010 JD 8320R MFWD ...............................................................  $239,500
2008  JD 8130 MFWD ................................................................  $127,500
2007 JD 7930 MFWD .................................................................  $119,500
2010 JD 7130, 1880 HRS ............................................................. $74,500
1975 JD 8430 .............................................................................   $15,000
1979 JD 8640 WITH 12' DOZER ..................................................... $24,500
IH 766, (85 HP), CAB, 2 HYDS, 18.4X34 DUALS, 5' SIDE MOUNT MOWER ...

...................................................................................................... $7,450

2011 JD 7130 WITH 741 LOADER ............................................... $109,500
2010 JD 7130 WITH H360 LOADER ............................................... $92,750
1998 JD 7810 WITH 740 SL LOADER ............................................. $54,500
JD 5085M MFWD WITH 563 NSL LOADER ..................................... $67,500
JD 5055E WITH 553 LOADER ......................................................... $30,000
1976 JD 4230 WITH FH 358 LOADER ............................................ $17,500
1968 JD 3020 WITH F-11 LOADER .................................................. $7,500
2000 JD 7810 WITH 740SL LOADER .............................................. $69,500

2008 JD 9770 STS, 520/85R38 DUALS, CONTOUR MASTER, CHOPPER,
LOW HOURS ....................................................................................... CALL

2000 JD 9750 STS .............................................................................. CALL
2008 JOHN DEERE 9670 STS W/ 520/80R38 DUALS, CHOPPER .......... CALL
2006 JD 9660STS, DUALS, CHOPPER .................................................. CALL
1992 JD 9600 ..................................................................................... CALL
2002 JD 9650 STS, 800/65X32 SINGLES, CHOPPER, GRAIN TANK EXT ......

.......................................................................................................... CALL
2010 JD 630R PLATFORM (LOT F730) ................................................. CALL
1983 JD 7720, 24.5X32, STRAW AND CHAFF SPREADER, 224 PLATFORM .

.......................................................................................................... CALL
2008 JD 936D PLATFORM ................................................................... CALL
2004 JD 893 CORNHEAD ....................................................................  CALL
2004 JD 635F ...................................................................................... CALL
2008 JD 630 R HEADER ...................................................................... CALL
2009 JD 635D HEADER (LOT # H042) ................................................ CALL
1997 MACDON 962D PLATFORM (LOT F987) ....................................... CALL
2006 MACDON 973 D PLATFORM (LOT # H056) ................................. CALL
JD 930 PLATFORM (LOT F739) ............................................................ CALL
2005 JD 630F  (LOT  F873) ................................................................. CALL
JD 635F HYDRA-FLEX .......................................................................... CALL
2009 CASE IH 2010 RIGID PLATFORM, BAT REEL, LESS THAN 100 HOURS .

.......................................................................................................... CALL
ELMER 30' HEADER TRLR .................................................................. $1950

2003 JD 567 ROUND BALER (LOT F886) ....................................... $24,500
2009 JD 568 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICK-UP, BIG TIRES, NET WRAP ...........

.................................................................................................... $33,500
2010 JD 568 ROUND BALER (LOT H032) ....................................... $41,500
2008 JD 568 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICK-UP, BIG TIRES, NET WRAP ...........

.................................................................................................... $31,500

Financing On Used Tractors
AS LOW AS

PRE-HARVEST SAVINGS!

3.5%
OAC

SUNRISE EQUIPMENT
2900 W. Holly, Sidney • 406-488-3112 • 1-800-967-3597 • www.sunriseequipment.biz

BEET EQUIPMENT

LOADER TRACTORS

USED MFWD & 2WD TRACTORS

USED COMBINES

4WD TRACTORS

TILLAGE

ROUND BALERS

MISCELLANEOUS

FINANCING ON BALERS
FOR 36 MOS OAC0%

2005 JD 567 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICKUP, NET WRAP ................ $22,500
2005 JD 567 ROUND BALER (LOT H035) ....................................... $21,900
2003 JD 567 ROUND BALER (LOT H041) ....................................... $21,500
2005 JD 567 ROUND BALER (LOT H029) ....................................... $16,500
1991 JD 535 ROUND BALER (LOT F869) ......................................... $6,500
2002 JD 567 ROUND BALER (LOT H051) ............................................. CALL
1989 JD 535 ROUND BALER ............................................................. $8500
2002 CASE IH RBX 561 ROUND BALER .......................................... $16,900
2006 VERMEER 605 ROUND BALER (LOT F984) ............................ $21,500
1998 VERMEER 605L ..................................................................... $11,500
2006 NH BR780 ROUND BALER (LOT F985) ................................... $16,500
CASE RBX562 ROUND BALER (LOT H049) ...................................... $12,500
CIH 8460 ROUND BALER (LOT H031) ............................................... $3,500
1993 VERMEER 605K ROUND BALER (LOT F843) ............................ $7,950
JD 510 ROUND BALER (LOT F828) ................................................... $1,500
CIH 8480 ROUND BALER (LOT F934) ............................................... $5,500

ARTSWAY 9420 BEET HARVESTER, 6 ROW, 24" ROW-FINDER, REAR STEER
.................................................................................................... $19,500

ARTSWAY 9420 BEET HARVESTER, 6ROW, 24" ROW-FINDER, STEERABLE ...
.................................................................................................... $17,500

1993 ARTSWAY 690 BEET HARVESTER (LOT F955) ........................ $16,500
 RED RIVER 624 BEET HARVESTER, 6 ROW, 24" ROW-FINDER, REAR STEER

.................................................................................................... $13,500
RED RIVER 624N BEET HARVESTER, 6 ROW, ROW-FINDER, REAR STEER, ...

.................................................................................................... $13,500
ARTSWAY 786A DEFOLIATOR, 6 ROW, KNIFE SCALPERS .................. $8500
ARTSWAY 786A DEFOLIATOR, 6 ROW, REAR STEER .......................... $4500
RED RIVER DEFOLIATOR ................................................................... $2,500

2002 JD 2700 MULCH RIPPER (LOT H058) ................................... $21,500
AGCO ULTRA MULCHER (LOT F885) ............................................... $16,500
CASEIH 415  30' ROLLER HARROW, S-TINES .................................. $16500
ACE 5 BOTTOM TWO-WAY PLOW,  IN FURROW, 16" .......................... $2950
HARREL 2804 SWITCH PLOW, 4 BOTTOM, 16' .................................. $1950
IH 145 5 BOTTOM IN-FURROW TWO-WAY PLOW ............................... $4950
JD 960 FIELD CULTIVATOR (LOT H021) .......................................... $12,500
NOBLE FIELD  CULTIVATOR 24' (LOT F988) ....................................... $1,250
WESTGO FIELD CULTIVATOR, 20', HARROWS ..................................... $2250

REMAN 2600 GS2 DISPLAY (LOT F948) ..........................................  $1,650
2009 ARTIC CAT XTX PROWLER W/ FRONT BLADE
(LOT F924) ........................................................................................ $8750
2008 YAMAHA RHINO 700EL (LOT F957) .......................................... $8950
HAYBUSTER H-1100 TUB GRINDER ................................................ $12,500
JD 740 LOADER, 7000 SERIES MOUNTS, 8' BUCKET, GRAPPLE, JOYSTICK ..

...................................................................................................... $8,500
2007 BRANDT 13X70 AUGER (LOT H047) ...................................... $17,500
1993 REM 552 GRAIN VAC (LOT F998) ............................................ $5,500
WESTFIELD AUGER (LOT H052) ........................................................ $2,000
WOODS S106 DB MOWER (LOT H003) ............................................  $1,750
DIAMOND 72" & 62" MOWERS (LOT F620) ...................................... $2,500
WOODS 3240 BATWING .................................................................... $9950



poke him in the face. When he comes out I’ll nail him!”
“I never DID like bears,” Billy thought to himself as

he reluctantly headed to the bear’s den with a long
tree limb. “How in the dickens did I get myself in this
mess anyway?”

This time it worked. Out charged old Bruin with his
teeth a snappin’ and Billy in his sights. Dick was true to
his word, and got a shot off right away. He was sure
he’d hit him good and hard, but the bear had turned
around and headed back into his den. Billy didn’t have
a clue if he’d hit him or not. He had his back turned to
any place a bear might be and was takin’ forty foot
strides down the mountain. He didn’t stop running
for at least a hundred yards.

“Got ‘im!” Dick crowed to Billy as his shaky kneed
pardner finally gained the courage to climb back
up the hill. “... but he crawled back in that dang
hole again.” The boys could hear the low growling
in the cave getting fainter all the time. “Go throw a
rope around his foot, and we’ll drag him out o’ there
with the horse.”

“I never did like bears,” Billy protested.
“For cryin’ out loud, Billy, the durn thing’s dead!

Besides, just as soon as we get him back out where
I can get a good shot I’ll pump another one into
him to make dang sure.”

There was still a little growlin’ coming from the
den as Billy reluctantly headed in the door with the
loop end of his lariat in his hand. It really didn’t take
him very long to find a foot and get the rope on it,
and it took even less time for him to get back out of
there. As soon as the rope tightened up around his
ankle, the growling got louder and the rope started
to jerk violently as Mr. Bruin tried to kick it off.

“He dang shore don’t look very dead to me!”
Billy squeaked, his face white as a ghost.

“Aw, they do that sometimes just before they
croak. Go get your horse and pull him out of there.”

This was the only part of this whole operation
that Billy thought MIGHT be a good idea. He cer-
tainly felt a whole lot more comfortable on horse-
back than he did afoot.

Billy took his dallies and pointed his horse be-
tween a couple of trees. As soon as the slack came
out of the rope, the grumbling from the cave got
louder again.

“OK! Pull ‘im out!” Dick ordered, staring down
his gun barrel.

Billy put the spurs to his horse and headed for
Texas with a mad bear on the end of his rope. Not
only was Mr. Bear not a happy camper, he wasn’t
even wounded. The boys found themselves with a
very healthy and torqued-off bear on the end of
their rope. Things got a little hectic there for a minute
or two, but Dick finally got off a couple of good shots.
Mr. Bear was now dead for sure.

It wasn’t until then they discovered that there
were actually TWO bears in that hole. One of them

WAS dead, but Billy had put his rope around the live
one’s foot.

“Holy Cow! You could o’ got killed in there! Wasn’t
ya scared?” Dick asked his pardner when the dust had
finally settled.

“Naw,” Billy lied through his teeth. “I was just in kind
of a hurry so I put the rope on the first foot I found ...
never did like bears much, though.”

Ken Overcast is a recording cowboy singer that
ranches on Lodge Creek in North Central Montana
where he raises and dispenses B.S.
www.kenovercast.com
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See Us For All Your
Driveline Components

Sidney Livestock Market
Center Open For Business
Wednesday is “Sale Day” in

Sidney. For many, many years
Wednesday was the day to come
to town, go to the livestock sale
and then shop and conduct other
business, before enjoying a great
dinner and heading home. With the
purchase of Yellowstone Live-
stock, Prewitt & Co. is hoping to
bring those days back to Sidney.

The Montana Board of Live-
stock approved the purchase Au-
gust 1 and the new Sidney Live-
stock Market Center, LLC held its
first sale August 8.

Tim and Kristin Larson will
manage the Center, while Christy
Albin will stay as office manager.
Field man Roger Nygaard, as well
as the crew at the yards have
stayed on as well. Plans include
hiring another field man. Superior Livestock sales will con-
tinue.

While there are no big plans as yet, there are lots of
ideas. “We want to run a good, honest, aggressive market
center,” co-owner Rod Prewitt emphasized. Tim Larson
added, ”We want it to be a competitive, fantastic market
like it’s always been.”  Kristin Larson explained that the main
reason they decided to purchase the business was the fear
of losing everything the livestock center brought to Sidney.
“Everybody came to town on sale day, it was a community
day. There was commerce all over town with a lot of it caused
by the livestock sale. We want to get the sales back up to
where they used to be. We have the opportunity to have Ag
at the forefront of the community again with a viable sale
barn.”

Ground has been broken at the livestock yard to house
the new offices of Prewitt & Co, and separately, Sidney
Livestock Market Center.

Larson will be visiting with farmers and ranchers in the
area and welcomes calls concerning all the services Sidney
Livestock Market Center has to offer. “We will try to help
market your animals to the best of our ability,” he stated.
Call 406-482-3513 during the day, or call Tim any time at
406-480-2666.

Montana Make
It With Wool!

The Montana Make It With Wool contest is coming up
soon! The contest’s objectives are:  to promote the beauty
and versatility of wool fabric and yarns, encourage personal
creativity, recognize creative skills and develop life skills.
Make plans now to enter this exciting contest.  The District
5 contest will be held in Sidney, MT on Thursday, October
18.  The contest is open to everyone living in District 5 and
includes the categories: Pre-Teen – 12 and under, Juniors –
17-24, Adults age 25 and older, Made for Others (any age),
Wearable Accessories- district & state level only (any age).
The garments for Juniors, Seniors, Adults and Made for
Others may enter in these categories: One-piece garment,
Two-piece garment, and Ensemble.  Pre-Teens may enter a
dress, jumper, skirt, pants, shorts, vest, sweater, shirt/
blouse, jacket or a combination.  First place winners in the
Junior, Senior, Adult and Made for Others category advance
to the state competition held during the Montana Wool Grow-
ers convention  on November 30 & December 1, 2012 at
the Holiday Inn Grand in Billings MT. The Junior and Senior
winners are eligible to attend the National Finals January 23
– 26, 2013 in San Antonio, Texas.  Entry forms and fees are
due by October 1.  For an entry form or questions please
contact Leslie McMillen at 406-569-2020.

Don’t get nickle & dimed for your online news

(L-R) Tim Larson, Mike Yore and Rod Prewitt have opened the new Sidney
Livestock Market Center.
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Low Rate Financing Available On
All New Case IH Equipment

Farmall 75A

Farmall 95Case Maxum 125

Case Puma 160

Case Farmall 35B

Magnum 235

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT

SOLD!SOLD!

Sidney, MT • 2429 W. Holly • 406-488-4400
1-800-624-6540 • Visit our web site at tri-cnty.com

USED TRACTORS
2000 JD 7810, 8878 hrs., 14.9x46 tires, power shift, 3 pnt,
 MFD, 4 remotes, quick hitch .................................................... $54,000
1995 JD 8100, 14.9x46 duals, 3 pt, MFD ................................. $49,900
1994 Case IH 7240, 8827 hrs, MFD, dual loader, 3pt ............... $49,000
JD 4840, 3 pt, PTO ................................................................... $22,500
1983 JD 4650, MFD, 3 pt, 7700 hrs. .................................... Just Traded
JD 4230, 3 pt, 8862 hrs. ...................................................... Just Traded

Case IH 415 Mulcher, 25’ ......................................................... $14,000
Fox Corn Chopper ...................................................................... $4,995
H&S 12R24 Cultivator, guidecones, tunnel shields,
flip up discs ............................................................................. $4,995

Alloway 12R24 Cultivator, flipup discs, tunnel shields ................... CALL
Artsway Belly Mower, 6’, mounts for a Farmall C ................... Consigned
Brillian 24’ mulcher .................................................................. $13,000
2008 FarmKing 10x72 auger ...................................................... $9,500

Concord 4710 Drill, 3000 tow behind cart, hydraulic drive ....... $30,000

2008 Case IH 7010, 380 Sep./520 engine, yield & moisture monitor, long
unloader, like new condition, just traded ............................... $229,000

2005 Macdon 963 Draper head, 35’, bat reel, no transport, gauge wheels
............................................................................................... $31,000
USED HAYING EQUIPMENT
2006 RBX563 Round Baler, wide pickup, mesh wrap,
endless belts, 8,000 bales, good cond. .................................... $26,000
1999 CaseIH RS561 ................................................................. $12,500
1995 CaseIH 8465 ..................................................................... $8,995
1994 CaseIH 8480 Softcore ....................................................... $6,995
1990 Hesston 560 Round Baler .................................................. $5,500
John Deere 530 round baler ........................................................ $5,500
CIH RBX 563 baler, mesh, wide pickup ................................. Just Traded
2008 CaseIH RB564 round baler, 8700 bales, mesh wrap, wide pickup,
endless belts, hydraulic pickup lift, central lube ...................... $29,900

2005 Frontier 18 wheel high capacity rake ................................ $16,000
2003 CaseIH RBX562, MeshWrap, Like New ............................ $24,500
2001 JD 4890 Windrower, 18’ auger head ................................ $39,000
2006 CaseIH WD 1202 Windrower, 16’ head, 980 hrs,
 very good cond. .................................................................. Just Traded
2004 CaseIH WDX 901 Windrower, 18’ head,  950 hrs., new guards &
knives ..................................................................................... $49,000

2000 CaseIH SC416 mower conditioner, 16’, 1000 pto .............. $9,500

SOLD!

SOLD!

Meadow Muffins . . .
Bear-ly
Scared

By Ken Overcast
It had been a good fall, the cattle were all shipped

and the cows were in a fresh field with lots of grass, so
Dick and Billy got the urge to go elk huntin’.

“How ‘bout we load up our horses and some gro-
ceries and head up to the Bob Marshall Wilderness?”
Dick hiccupped as he finished off his breakfast. (A bar-
ley sandwich.)

“That’s a heck of a good idea,” Billy belched in re-
ply. “We can take along our fishin’ poles, too. You gather
up some grub, an’ I’ll run in the horses. I’m sick o’ fixin’
fence anyway.”

In a couple of hours the two ramshackle cowboys
were rattlin’ their way towards the mighty Rocky Moun-
tains with their pickup box loaded down with gear and
a trailer load of horses draggin’ behind. Now, Dick was
a pretty experienced hunter and had been in the “Bob”
lots of times in his younger days, but the only wild game
experience Billy ever had was with the barmaid down
at the Stockman.

“Ain’t there bears up there?” Billy asked his pardner,
trying not to sound too scared.

“Yea!” Dick grinned with a gleam in his eye. “We
might just get one o’ them too!”

“All we got is a couple of elk licenses,” Billy stumbled.
“We better not mess with no bears.”

“Now, how in the dickens is a bear gonna know if ‘n
we got a license ‘er not?” Dick grinned again as he
shifted the old pickup down to pull a hill.

They got to the jump off point at the trailhead into
the wilderness just as the sun was going down, and
made camp there. The next morning they were off
shortly before daylight, riding a couple of their best
mounts and leading three packhorses all loaded up
with their gear. Billy was a little spooked about bein’ in
bear country, although he didn’t want to let on (Cow-
boys are tough, you know.) … but he finally confessed.

“I never did like bears too much,” he remarked as
bravely as he could, looking over his shoulder. “What ‘r
you figgerin’ on doin’ with one if you get ‘im?”

“Heck, we’ll just camp out up here ‘til we eat him
up. Nuthin’ like a good bear steak.”

They were two days packin’ in on the trail and
pitched their camp in a big meadow beside a little
stream that was running over with trout. It was just like

bein’ in Paradise. The next morning found them up at
daylight again, in earnest search of the elk they were
sure they’d find.

Oh, they found them alright, but didn’t have much
luck. Billy shot up all of his shells in the first half a day
and couldn’t hit a thing. Dick didn’t have any luck ei-
ther, but had only gotten off a shot or two. Their guns
were different sizes, so poor ol’ Billy was just up the
creek.

“I told you to bring more shells.”
“I was gonna, but there wouldn’t have been enough

room for the beer.”
That seemed like a reasonable argument, and Billy

was enjoying the ride and the scenery anyway.
Along about two o’clock in the afternoon on the

way back to camp, what should they jump but a big
black bear. Dick didn’t have time for a shot as the old
bruin loped down a slope and into his den in the rocks,
with the boys in hot pursuit. Well, to be honest the boys
really weren’t in agreement about just how fun this was.
Dick was in hot pursuit, but Billy was taggin’ along at a
fairly safe distance. When they got up to the den, they
had a problem. They knew he was in there, but it was
too dark in the hole to get a decent shot. Dick leveled
his rifle at the door of the cave, but Mr. Bruin was too
smart for that. They could hear him in there, but he
wouldn’t come back out.

After a few minutes of waiting, it was time for an-
other plan.

“Go throw a rock in there, Billy,” Dick ordered, still
peering down his gun barrel.

“Not me! I don’t like bears, remember!”
“Dang it, Billy! This might be our only shot. … ’sides

he ain’t a grizzly. It’s just a little black bear. You ain’t
scared are you?”

Cowboys are tough, you know, and that’s one of
the best ways to get ‘em to do something really dumb.
The very suggestion of being afraid was all the en-
couragement that Billy needed. He tied his horse a little
ways away and picked up a hand full rocks and began
chucking them into the door of the cave. There was a
lot of growlin’ coming from in there, and Billy was scared
to death, but he was way too proud to admit it.

“That ain’t workin’, Billy! Get yourself a stick, and



T & A Seeds 

Andrew Smith 

Beach, ND 

Phone: 701.872.3248 

www.tnaseeds.com 

If we wouldn’t plant it, 
we won’t sell it! 

Contact Andrew Smith, your local Peterson Farms Seed dealer, 
today at 872-3248 or check us out at www.tnaseeds.com. 

Secure 

your seed 

order early to 

ensure availability! 

At T & A Seeds we have first-hand knowledge of the corn we sell, 
because we raise it in our own fields. And if it didn’t work for us, 
we won’t sell it to you. It’s that simple. By evaluating the quality of 
each product ourselves, we can ensure you superior seed and...  
 

...a return on investment you can count on. 

That is why we sell Peterson Farms Seed corn. 
With unparalleled agronomic support and hybrids 
like 24A78, 24N79 NEW!, 37T79, and 34M83 with 
genetics that fit our fields, you can’t go wrong! 
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Lower Yellowstone REA
3200 W. Holly • Sidney

406-488-1602
www. lyrec.com

We will hold our
Coat & Food Drive

the month of October!

Enjoy Your Harvest
Work Safely!

Tim Larson - Manager ....................  (C) 406-480-2666
Roger Nygaard - Field Man .............. (H) 406-392-5573

(C) 406-650-7410

Sidney, MT • 406-482-3513 Office
Sales Every Wednesday • 10 a.m.

Wed., Sept. 12 .........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., Sept. 19 .................................. All Class Yearling Sale

Featuring Tested Open Heifers
Sheep & Horse Sale to Follow

Wed., Sept. 26 .........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., Oct. 3 .............................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., Oct. 10 ...........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., Oct. 17 ...........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., Oct. 24 ...........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., Oct. 31 ...........................................All Class Cattle Sale

Superior Cattlemen’s Fall Classic Sale
September 20th & 21st

Deadline is September 10th

October Sheep Sale Date is Pending.

We are Superior Sellers
Drought Challenges All Aspects of Agriculture

By Bob Stallman
One of the greatest attributes of a general farm

organization such as Farm Bureau is that it represents
farm and ranch families who raise all different types of
food and fiber. At the same time, one of the biggest
challenges facing a general farm organization is that it
represents farm and ranch families who raise all dif-
ferent types of food and fiber. This summer’s drought
brought that fact clearly into focus.

For the third time in four years, corn prices have
topped $7 a bushel. This year, the price has shot past
$8. Livestock farmers and ranchers are painfully see-
ing their revenues melt due to lack of forage supplies
and high feed costs. Compounding their pain are low
prices in the short term due to more animals going to
market so they do not have to be fed.

Feeling tremendous economic pressure, livestock
producers are calling for relief. One highly visible tar-
get is our nation’s Renewable Fuels Standard. Many
are calling for a waiver. In addition to the drought itself,
they blame the government’s renewable fuels man-
date for higher feed costs. If Farm Bureau just repre-
sented cattle, hog or poultry growers, it would be pretty
easy to determine our position. Similarly, if all of our
members grew only corn, our position would be stead-
fast.

American agriculture is a big tent. Farm Bureau
policy supports livestock producers. It also supports
expanding renewable fuels to the maximum amount
possible. Therein lies the rub.

So, how does a general farm organization recon-
cile these two positions, which are both held as funda-
mental and vital, in a year like this?

The simple answer is with great difficulty and a lot

of conversation. But the complexities of this issue trump
simple logic. The economics behind renewable fuels
reflect a new reality that goes well beyond the man-
date. At today’s energy and livestock prices, a bushel
of corn is simply worth more passed through a vehicle’s
tail pipe than it is passed through a chicken or a hog’s
stomach. In fact, one can make a strong case that a
bushel of corn is worth close to $10 per bushel by ex-
tracting all the energy and leaving the protein for an
animal feed.

Nearly the entire petroleum refining industry is set
up to refine oil to 84 octane content, with ethanol added
to boost it to 87 octane. It is actually cheaper for the
refining system to produce 87 octane gasoline using
ethanol than it is to refine oil to a full 87 octane.

It took the RFS mandate to convince the oil com-
panies of that fact. It is fairly certain that oil companies
would revert to a full oil-based fuel and raise the price
of gasoline if the renewable mandate were removed.

 
Further, with oil in the $80-$90 per barrel range,

one recent study suggested that waiving the RFS in
the short-term would only lower the price of corn by
roughly 25 cents. Another suggested that corn prices
next year would be affected anywhere between noth-
ing and $1.30 per bushel.

What we are really facing is a problem of low grain
stocks and of holding enough reserves to get through
this temporary situation. Let me be emphatically clear
on this point: re-creating a government stocks program
does not work for any sector of production agriculture.
History shows that significant price swings are a natu-
ral part of the marketing cycle even before ethanol
and exports were players in the agricultural sector. One
must go back to the 1930s to find the last time we had
a severe drought but did not have the dead weight of
government stocks hanging over the market. And we
saw price swings then very similar to what we are wit-
nessing today.

As farmers and ranchers, whether a producer of
crops or livestock, we know weather and markets are
fickle, taking the shape of friend one minute and foe
the next. Risk protection tools help smooth out those
peaks and valleys, always with an eye toward a better
tomorrow.

But there is no denying the fact that livestock pro-
ducers are in a period of fundamental change. The
challenges they face cannot be minimized. As an or-
ganization, Farm Bureau will continue to have the in-
ternal discussion and work through our policy process
as we always have. We are all of agriculture and will
work toward finding the solution that represents the
combined will and wisdom of our diverse membership.
We are all in this together and we are in it for the long
haul.

eSidney.com
is now

Everything Roundup on the web
Comment on stories and “Like” them on

Facebook directly from our site. Share our site by
email, Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and many more

social networks.
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Sidney Sugars Incorporated is accepting applications for sugarbeet processing factory positions. The jobs
begin in late September and are available until all beets and juice are processed, about mid-February.

Walk-ins are welcome!
Equal Opportunity Employer • Drug Free Workplace

Apply in person or request an application from:
Sidney Sugars Incorporated

35140 County Road 125 - Sidney, MT - 406-433-9320
Apply at Job Service Work Force Center

211 N Central Ave – Sidney, MT
www.sidneysugars.com

Help Wanted
$13.80/hour
Bid jobs up to $15.22/hour
Opportunity for advancement to full time positions
On the job training
Overtime may be available
Employee Referral Program

Tractors
Massey Ferguson 1540L Tractor (LI) ......

...................................................... Call
Massey Ferguson 1655L Tractor (LI) ......

.....................................................  Call
Massey Ferguson GC2600L Tractor (LI) .

...................................................... Call
Versatile 876 Tractor (LI) .................. Call
03' CIH STX450 Tractor (LI) .............  Call
Versatile 575 4WD Tractor (LM) .............

............................................ Coming in
Sprayers

Brandt QF-1500, 100' Wheel Boom
Sprayer(LI) ................................... Call

Top Air TA1600 Sprayer (LI) ............  Call
Top Air TA1200 Sprayer (LI) ............. Call
Redball 690, 132' Sprayer, Auto Height

(LM) ......................................  $24,999
Summers 100' Wheel Boom Sprayer (LI)

Was $10,500 ......................... Is $7,500
Versatile 275 SP Sprayer (LI) ........... Call

Air Drills
39' Morris Maxim Air Drill w/7 ½ " spacing,
2" steel press wheels  & 6240 TBH Cart

#1307(LI)Was $36,000 ....... Is $29,500
40' John Deere 730 Air Drill, 6" spacing,

knock on sweeps w/787 TBT cart #1383
(LI) Was $32,500 ................. Is $22,500

40' Bourgault 5700 Air Drill, 7" spacing, 2"
steel press wheels w/3225 TBH Cart
#1319 (LI) Was $32,500 ..... Is $22,000

39' Flexi-coil 5000 Air Drill, 9" spacing, 3 ½"
steel press wheels w/2320 TBT Cart
#1315 (LI)Was $38,000 ...... Is $30,000

'97 Gleaner R62 Combine #11387 (LI)
Was $58,000 .......................... Is $51,000
'98 New Holland TR98 Combine (LI) ......

............................................... $50,000
(2) '94 Gleaner R62 Combine #1444, 197

(LI) Was $42,000 ................. Is$35,000
'92 Gleaner R62 Combine #752 (LI) ......
Was $38,000 .......................... Is $32,000
'92 Gleaner R72 Combine (LM) . $29,000
'91 Gleaner R70 Combine #732 (LI) ......
Was $25,000 .......................... Is $18,500
'90 Gleaner R60 Combine #1300 (LI)
Was $22,000 .......................... Is $15,000
(2) '89 Gleaner R60 Combine #673, 128,

1234 (LI) Was $20,000 ........ Is $15,000
'82 Gleaner N7 Combine #1120 (LI) ......
Was $8,500 .............................. Is $5,000
(9) Gleaner N6 Combines (LI) Best Offer
'09 Gleaner 3000 8-30 Corn Header (LM)

................................................. 35,000
Gleaner 400 Short Head (LM) ....  $2,500
Gleaner 22' LM Header (LM) ....... $2,000
30' Gleaner 300 Head 9" Seedeater Pans

(LM) ....................................... $12,000
Case IH 1040 30' Draper Head P/U Reel

(LM) ....................................... $25,000
36' AGCO Draper Head (LM) ....... $9,000
MacDon  FD-70  Flex Draper 40' (LM) .....

............................................... $86,900
MacDon  FD-70  Flex Draper 35' (LM) .....

............................................... $79,900
Miscellaneous Draper Headers (LI) .. Call

Miscellaneous
Dixie Chopper Mowers (in stock) (LI) Call
Cub Cadet Lawnmowers (LM)

Starting at ................................... $1,799
Outback S-Lite Guidance (LM) ....  $900
Outback STS Guidance (LM) ....  $2,000
Outback S3 Guidance (LM) ........ $3,000
Outback EDRIVE TC (LM) ...........  $3800
Outback EDRIVE X (Hyd Kit) (LM)$7,400
Outback EDRIVE X (Steer Ready) (LM) .

................................................. $6,000
Bee Line Granular Box (LI) ............. $500
Mayrath 8"X41' Auger (PTO) (LI)
Was $1500 ............................. Is $14,500
Farm King13"X70' Auger (LI) ...........  Call
Farm King12"X92' Augers (LM)Coming In
Farm King12"X122' Augers (LM) $27,500
Wheatheart 13"X111' Swing Away Auger

(LM) ......................................  $18,000
Geringhoff Sun Lite Fits JD7030 (LM) ....

............................................... $49,999
Sioux Panels & Gates (LI) ................ Call
Ezee-On Post Pounders (LI) ...........  Call
CFR Highline Bale Processor (LI) ..... Call
Grade Master Blades, 7'- 8' - 10' - 12' (LI)

...................................................... Call
Land Pride Box Blades (LI) ............... Call
XL78  Highline Rock Picker(LI) ........ Call
Hy-Grade 1400RS Scraper (LM) ...........

............................................... $18,330
Demco 750 Grain Cart, Tarp & Scale
(LM) ........................................... $33,000
Demco 850 Grain Cart, Tarp & Scale  (LI)

(LM) ....................................... $38,000
Demco 1050 Grain Cart Tarp & Scale
(LI) (LM) ..................................... $45,000
Maurer Header Transport (LM) .... $8,900
707 Leon Loader w/Bucket (LM) $5,500
Service Truck Body - 1 Ton Pickup (LM)

.................................................... $750
1995 Ford F-550 Service Truck (LM) ......

............................................... $12,500
Cub Cadet Enforcer, 54" (LM) ...... $4,500

33' Flexi-coil 5000 Air Drill, 7 ½' spacing, 2"
steel press wheels &1110 TBH Cart

#1426 (LI) Was $23,000 ..... Is $20,000
Case IH 8500 Air Drill (LM) ......... $ 7,000
45' John Deere Hoe Drill, 8" spacing w/

1900 Cart (LI) ......................... $72,500
34' Morris Maxium Air Drill w/7140 Tank

(LI) ......................................... $36,500
' Morris Maxium III Air Drill w/8336 Tank (LI)

...................................................... Call
Hay Equipment

 (2) Massey Ferguson 2856A Balers (LI) .
...................................................... Call

'03 Hesston 956A Auto Cycle Round Baler
(LI)Was $23,500 .................. Is $16,500

'00 Hesston 856A Round Baler (LI)
  Was $19,500 ......................... Is $12,500
4865 New Idea Baler (LM) ........... $5,000

Combines & Headers
'11 Gleaner S77 Combine (LM) $30,5000
'05 Challenger  670 Combine (LM) .........

............................................. $130,000
'03 Gleaner R75 Combine (LM) $135,000
 (3) '02 Massey Ferguson 8780 Combines

(LI) ......................................... $89,500
,02 Gleaner R62 Combine (LM) $95,000
'00 Gleaner R62 Combine (LI)
  Was $89,500 ......................... Is $75,000
'94 Gleaner R62 Combine (LI)
Was $75,900 .......................... Is $65,000
'94 Gleaner R62 Combine (LM) . $25,000
(2) '94 Gleaner R72 Combines (LI) Your

Choice Was $45,000 ........... Is $39,000

Sale prices on all new & used equipment



adapt or he won’t be able to find the female. How male
moths adapt to pheromone changes in females has been a
long-standing question.

Female moths release just nanograms – a billionth of a
gram — of pheromone from a gland at the tip of their abdo-
men, Wanner said. He added that this amount is far too
small for humans to smell, but male moths within 300 feet
of the females can detect it with the sensory cells on their
antennae.

The journey that led to the PNAS paper began in 2008
when Wanner came to MSU. It continued in 2009 when Jean
Allen became a master’s degree student in Wanner’s labo-
ratory. Allen – who earned her undergraduate degree from
New Mexico State University – received her master’s de-
gree in December 2010 and is now a research associate in
Wanner’s lab.

She started her thesis work by obtaining live corn borer
moths raised in colonies at Cornell University in New York,
from collaborator and coauthor Charles Linn Jr., Allen said.
She extracted RNA, genetic material from the male moths’
antennae, to find the receptor genes that detect the female
pheromone. She identified the probable receptor of interest.

Wanner then turned to Greg Leary and Michael
Kavanaugh in the Center for Structural and Functional Neu-
roscience at the University of Montana. Since Wanner didn’t
have an instrument to analyze male moth receptors to see
how they responded to a parade of different pheromones,
the two tested the receptors with their equipment. They also

made a series of mutations that were later confirmed by
Allen. After Wanner was able to buy an Opus Xpress instru-
ment, Leary helped train Allen how to use it.

After analyzing several receptors and 47 possibilities
for amino acid mutations, the collaborators finally found the
one that clearly provided an adaptation to the changing phero-
mone structure.

It was a eureka moment, according to Allen and Wan-
ner.

“It was a lot of work,” Wanner added. “We had no ratio-
nal way to know which one it was.”

He noted that the Opus Xpress instrument was critical
for their discovery. Commonly used in pharmacology and
medical research to study how different drugs interact with
their target receptor, the instrument in this case allowed the
researchers to study, in the lab, how the pheromone recep-
tors in the male moth responded to different pheromone
chemicals.

“Without this instrument, we would not have been able
to identify the critical receptor and identify the specific mu-
tation in that receptor that allowed it to adapt to a new phero-
mone structure,” Wanner said.

Leary is lead author on the PNAS paper. Co-authors in
addition to Allen, Wanner, Kavanaugh  and Linn are Peggy
Bunger, a research associate in Wanner’s lab, Jena Luginbill
at UM,and Irene Macallister from the U.S. Army Engineer
Research and Development Center in Champaign, Ill.
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Williston, ND
701-572-8354/866-572-8354

Zahl, ND
701-694-4111

Culbertson, MT
406-787-6606

Fairview, MT
701-844-5775

Savage, MT
406-776-2489

Spotlight on Economics:

The Hole in the
Farm Safety Net

The proposed farm bills (with one exception) for
the 2013-17 period are languishing in Congress and
have a hole in the safety net. It would take a few years
to expose the hole and odds now seem low that it would
occur, but it is there just waiting.

The main safety net is crop insurance, with rev-
enue insurance being the most popular type of policy.
It accounted for 85 percent of the 189 million acres of
corn, soybeans and wheat that were insured this year.

Revenue insurance uses average production his-
tory (APH) yield multiplied by price and then multiplied
by level of coverage to determine the amount of rev-
enue guarantee. Therefore, if the APH or price declines,
so will the guarantee. The price used is determined
from a relatively short period, which is one month.

Fortunately, we have experienced several years
of historically high prices which have provided a strong
crop insurance safety net. Unfortunately, this period,
not coincidently, has ushered in record high costs. For
example, the cost per acre of raising wheat in North
Dakota has doubled since 2006.

The hole in the safety net will be exposed when
there is a significant drop in prices. The crop insurance
revenue guarantee will fall but costs likely will remain
high, at least initially. Potentially, this can expose pro-
ducers to a large financial loss.

In this situation, what can shore up income? Shal-
low-loss programs such as the proposed Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) of the Senate farm bill and the
Revenue Loss Program (RLC) of the House farm bill
are designed to only cover up to 10 percent of crop
income shortfalls when certain criteria are met. Also,
these programs have similar shortcomings as revenue
crop insurance does, but they are slower-acting. Lim-
ited payments are made when a calculated “actual crop
revenue” is less than a calculated “benchmark revenue.”
Five-year Olympic average marketing year prices are
used in the determination of the benchmark revenue.
The impact of falling prices on these safety nets is
slower because a multiyear average price is used.

In concept, the programs that provide the last line
of defense against the impact of falling prices and could
stuff this hole in the farm safety net are the current
Marketing Loan and Countercyclical Payment programs
and the proposed Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program
in the House farm bill.

Loan rates under the current Marketing Loan pro-
gram are an old component of the farm safety net dat-
ing back to the 1933 farm bill. Its mechanisms have
evolved through time, but the loan rate essentially puts
a revenue floor on each bushel produced. The higher
the loan rate, the better the safety net. From 1998
through 2001, market prices were at or below loan rates
and large loan deficiency payments were made to pro-
ducers. However, loan rates have not kept pace to pro-
tect revenue against ever-escalating production costs.

Loan rates have changed little during the past 18
years. In fact, the current soybean loan rate is lower
than it was in 1980! During the past five years (2007
through 2011), loan rates averaged less than one-half
of market prices. All farm program proposals have no
change in loan rates.

The Countercyclical Payment (CCP) program was
initiated in the 2002 farm bill after a series of ad hoc
disaster bills during low price years was necessary to
shore up farm income. Countercyclical payments are
determined by the relationship of target prices to mar-
ket prices. If market prices are below the effective tar-
get price, payments are triggered.

Unlike loan deficiency payments, these payments
are not tied to current production. Instead, payments
are made based on historic production (program yields
and base acres). Like loan rates, CCP target prices
are too low to be considered an adequate safety net.
CCP is eliminated in the 2012 farm bills proposed in
both the Senate and House versions.

The best chance to plug the hole in the price safety
net is the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program pro-
posed in the House farm bill. Producers would have to
choose between the PLC and RLC shallow-loss pro-
gram if this bill becomes law.

Like the current CCP program, PLC payments are
made when the market price is lower than a target or
reference price. However, payments are made on 85
percent of current planted acres, not on historic base
acres.

The PLC reference prices are much higher than
the CCP target prices. For instance, the reference price
under PLC would be $8.40 per bushel for soybeans,
compared with the effective target price of $5.56 per
bushel under CCP.
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MSU-Led Team Unravels
Moth Mystery

By Evelyn
Boswell

MSU News
Service
A female

moth sitting on a
goal post could
attract a male
moth on the
other end of a
football field. And
even if she
switched her
scent over time,
the male could
still find her be-
cause of a muta-
tion to a single
gene in his an-
tenna.

A team of researchers led by Montana State University
entomologist Kevin Wanner identified that gene after seeing
how it adapted to even the slightest change in the chemi-
cals female moths emit to attract males. The scientists
explained their findings in the Aug. 13 online edition of the
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS).  

Understanding the genetics behind moth communica-
tion could lead to natural ways to control pests, said Wan-

ner, who has dual assignments in the Department of Plant
Sciences and Plant Pathology and MSU Extension. Scien-
tists could someday design new scents that would make it
impossible for male moths to find females of the same spe-
cies. The European corn borer alone is one of the most
damaging insect pests of corn throughout the United States
and Canada. The losses it causes and the cost to control it
is estimated at more than $1 billion each year.

In the meantime, the discovery that in-
volved hundreds of moths, an MSU-Univer-
sity of Montana collaboration, and a vital piece
of equipment adds to the basic understanding
of insect genetics, Wanner said. One area of
interest focuses on the genetic barriers that
keep moths from mating outside their own
species.

Scientists have studied communication
between male and female moths and butter-
flies for more than a century. They found the
first sex pheromones in moths 50 years ago.
But they still know little about the molecular
mechanics that make communication so spe-
cific to a species, Wanner said. In some cases,
different moth species are so much alike that
scientists can only tell them apart by their dif-
ferent pheromones.

Pheromones are the blends of chemical
odors that females emit to attract males of
the same species for mating. If the ratio or
chemicals themselves change during the evo-
lution of a new species, the male needs to

At left is a moth head and antennae. At right, taken through a scanning electron microscope,
are sensory hairs on the antenna. (Photo by Kevin Wanner)

Jean Allen and Kevin Wanner of MSU are part of a team that discovered
how male moths can find females of the same species even if her
scent changes over time. Behind Allen and Wanner is the Opus Xpress
instrument that was vital to the finding. (Photo by Kelly Gorham)
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Beery Family
Tradition of Farming

As Rich as the Soil They Farm
By Jaimee Green

Back in the 1940s, Danny Beery prob-
ably never intentionally set out to start a fam-
ily tradition that would stretch not only across
the vast Montana farm lands, but also across
generations. Yet, a half-a-century later, the
Richey farmer is the second of four genera-
tions proud to call themselves farmers and
ranchers.

Today, the Beery family is still farming
the same soil, combining the same fields and
running cattle through the same pastures as
their family has done for generations.

The Beery’s farming roots took hold in
Iowa long before the dust bowl era when
Danny’s father, Harold, raised corn. But, it
was in the 1940s that Harold moved out west
to be closer to his brother Newell, also a
farmer, and settled nine miles west of Richey
near Sullivan Creek.

Today, Danny is assisted by his sons,
Rondel and Jess, who also have farms of
their own that are situated in a circle around the origi-

nal farming homestead. His grandchildren are farmers
and ranchers as well.

Rondel’s wife, Lanette, also assists. In fact, she’s
given credit for seeding 95 percent of their spring wheat
and winter wheat crops each year. After growing up in
a farming family at Richey, it seemed quite natural for
her to marry into one. For 25 years she has worked
alongside her husband, assisting with everything from
driving semi trucks and combines to feeding cows and
pulling calves.

There was never any question about whether the
tradition would continue with their children. Their son,
David, 19, and daughter, Danielle, 21, have aspira-
tions of continuing the farming tradition with their own
land one day. After graduating from Richey High School
in 2011, David knew he wanted to start farming and
already has his own land and his own herd of Black
Angus cattle. “I think I started working cows as soon
as I was old enough to know what a cow was. It’s a
lifestyle I have always known and I can’t imagine doing
anything else,” David said.

Today, he is more involved on the cattle side of the
family business and is responsible for managing the
entire cattle herd. “He’s really something of a nerd when
it comes to the genetics of cattle. But, it’s always been
his passion,” Rondel said. David rents farmland as well

The Beery family combining winter wheat (L-R) Danny,
Jess, Lanette, Danielle and Rondel.

Pictured (L-R) David, Spot (the dog), Rondel, Lanette, Seth &
Danielle Beery.

Ag Roundup columnist Ken Overcast will be the fea-
tured entertainer at next year’s MonDak Ag Days on Thurs-
day evening, January 10.  Ag Days will take place January
10 - 11, 2013.

Ken Overcast is the real deal. In this day and age of
plastic throw away everything, to find someone that is re-
ally genuine is a treat indeed. While many in the performing
arts tend towards honing an act that is saleable, Ken strives
very diligently to just be himself. His music, writing, and
public performances are characterized by a down home
connection that is indeed rare. He is a third generation Mon-
tanan, and is truly making a mark on America’s entertain-
ment.   Both Ken’s recording and writing have been very
prolific. Having written about half of the music he's recorded,
there are currently eight CDs in his Bear Valley Records
catalogue. Visions of several more recordings are in vari-
ous stages of planning, with available time being the only
constraint. His CD Montana Cowboy was named Cowboy
CD of the Year by True West Magazine, and contains the
song Montana Lullaby, co-written with Wylie Gustafson,
which was selected as The Official Lullaby of the State of
Montana in an act by the Montana Legislature. The most
recent recording project, entitled Montana In My Soul, ex-
pounds upon Ken's love for the West and his home in par-
ticular.

 His first book, Yesterday’s Yarns, was published in 2003
and quickly went into several successive reprints. He has
authored five popular books of short stories to date, with

yet another scheduled for release in the fall of 2012. Ken’s
fourth book, Sittin' 'Round the Stove, Stories From the Real
West, garnered the Will Rogers Medallion Award in the fall
of 2009, and the most recent title published is entitled Fables
From the Far Far West. He’s also the author of a popular
syndicated column entitled Meadow Muffins, and is the host
of a nationally syndicated radio program, The Cowboy Show
with Ken Overcast, which features both contemporary cow-
boy music and interviews, as well as a look back into the
past with memories from a few old time cowboys.

Born into a ranching family, he was raised in northern
Montana on a section of the Milk River known as “Paradise
Valley”. He literally grew up on a horse, and attended a rural
school with three classmates. He and his wife Dawn were
childhood sweethearts, and run a commercial cow/calf op-
eration on Lodge Creek, as well as entertaining audiences
all over the West. Their ranch is located within fifteen miles
of where 100 years of both sides of their family have made
their homes. Dawn’s only complaint is that, “He is always
running off somewhere to play that darned guitar, and leav-
ing me home to do all the work.”  Ken has been teamed with
Nashville Producer, Russ Ragsdale for many years, and
together they have eight CD recordings under their belts.
National recognition was just a matter of time. Besides a
host of nominations, Ken was crowned the Western Music
Association Yodeler of the Year, and was awarded the cov-
eted Will Rogers Award by the Academy of Western Artists.

-Courtesy www.kenovercast.com



from his grandpa Herb, Lanette’s father and plans to
try raising dry land corn next spring.

Recently married, Danielle and her husband Seth,
also take part in the family business with Danielle driv-
ing combine alongside her mother for seven weeks
out of the year, cutting thousands of acres and knock-
ing out some 450 acres a day when the going is good.
She also recently graduated from Dickinson State and
received a Degree in business and accounting.

Working together over the years, a silent system
has developed with everyone knowing their role and
anticipating what needs to get done. Although they
admit it gets stressful during the busy season of simul-
taneously calving and seeding, it’s a lifestyle they
wouldn’t trade for anything. Along with their own dry
land farms, they also custom cut for others. “It seems
like we are the first ones to start the season off and
the last ones to get done. But we don’t complain. This
is the best lifestyle there is and we love it,” Rondel said.

No farming family would be complete without a cow
dog and, though retired at 17 years old, Spot, their
black and white blue heeler, Bor-
der collie mix, is still an active
part of the family.

There are other traditions in
the Beery family as well. “We
don’t miss the Sidney Fair no
matter how busy we are with
harvest. We just get in the
pickup and head to town be-
cause it’s something the family
enjoys doing together,” Rondel
said.

With the family working side
by side throughout the years
they’ve had their share of mis-
haps that today they look back
on and enjoy razzing each
other about on special occa-
sions. “When Danielle was 11
years old she was driving a
combine and I was driving a
semi and we collided and
wrecked them both. It was fair
time so Grandpa Danny said
“we will fix it later” and they
headed to town. We still argue
to this day about whose fault it
was,” Rondel said.

Although they share the
chores that go along with farm-
ing and ranching, it isn’t very
often they get all four combines
in the same field together at the
same time. But, at least once a
year they try to just for the fun
of it. Over the years, it too has

Everything Roundup on the web

Don’t get nickel & dimed for your online
news and classifieds.

become something of a tradition.
Through the generations, it seems the pioneering

spirit of perseverance has not been lost. “Our winter
wheat crop was good this year and our spring wheat
crop was very disappointing. We cut thousands of acres
of 50 bushel straw and wheat only yielding in the twen-
ties. It was just too hot and dry in our area. But, prices
were good so we aren’t complaining. We’ll just try again
next year,” Rondel said.
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Ken Overcast Selected as Featured Entertainer
for the 2013 MonDak Ag Days

Ken Overcast
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Featuring the MonDak Area's
Finest Beef Restaurants

BEEF
& BREW
BEEF
& BREW

Open 7 Days A Week
On the West Bypass, Williston

Prime Rib every
Thursday

•••
All-You-Can

Eat Daily Buffet
11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

•••
Kids Eat FREE

Monday Night
•••

Sunday Is Senior
Citizens Night

•••
Breakfast Buffet
9-2 Sat. & Sun.

Family Dining

Tender, Juicy
Steaks

Happy Hour 5-7 p.m. • Private Casino

Full Soup
& Salad

Bar

•Seafood
•Burgers
•Steaks

Steakhouse Hours:
Open  5 p.m.- 9 p.m. Sun -Thurs.

5 p.m. -10 p.m. Fri • 4 p.m. - 10 p.m. Sat

Prime Rib Every Fri & Sat
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Walk-ins are welcome!
Equal Opportunity Employer • Drug Free Workplace

Help Wanted
Sidney Sugars Incorporated has the following positions open:
• Maintenance Electrician; $21.21 hour starting; $25.18 and full time with proven

competence
• Instrument Person; $20.95 hour starting, $25.18 and full time with proven competence
• Boiler Operator; Class 1 or 2 license $25.18. Class 3 $20.95 hr with willingness to learn.
• Factory Labor Positions begin in September to mid-February; $13.80 per hour with

frequent openings in station positions that pay $15.22.

Full time benefits are:
• Holiday, Vacation and sick pay
• Insurance for medical, dental and life
• Pension and 401 (k)

Apply in person or request an application from:
Sidney Sugars Incorporated,

35140 County Road 125, Sidney MT 59270
Email: ttaynor@crystalsugar.com

Phone: 406-433-9320     Fax: 406-433-9317
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Cool Stored Grain
Warm temperatures may have helped this year’s grain

harvest, but those temperatures also may have created
conditions that can cause stored grain to deteriorate.

“Harvested grain temperatures of about 100 degrees
are being reported,” says Ken Hellevang, a North Dakota
State University Extension Service agricultural engineer.

The optimum temperature for insect infestations and
mold growth is about 80 degrees. Temperatures below about
70 degrees slow insect reproduction and feeding activity,
and insects are dormant below about 50 degrees.

Hellevang says the best way to keep stored grain from
deteriorating or becoming infested with insects is to cool it.

The allowable storage time, which is related to mold
growth, is approximately doubled for each 10 degrees the
grain is cooled. For example, the allowable storage time of
16 percent moisture content wheat is about 40 days at 80
degrees, 70 days at 70 degrees, 120 days at 60 degrees
and 230 days at 50 degrees.

Most allowable storage time (AST) charts are for main-
taining commercial grain quality. However, germination is
lost due to fungi growth on the germ in less time than the
commercial grain AST charts indicate. For example, the
allowable storage time for 14 percent moisture malting bar-
ley, based on germination, actually is about 70 days at 80
degrees, 175 days at 70 degrees and 430 days at 60 de-
grees.

Stored grain should be cooled with an aeration system
immediately after harvest. The goal should be to cool it to
near or below 70 degrees, Hellevang says. As tempera-
tures drop in the fall, stored grain will need to be cooled
again, using aeration, whenever outdoor temperatures are
10 to 15 degrees cooler than grain temperatures.

In North Dakota, the typical August minimum tempera-
ture is about 60 degrees and the average high is about 80
degrees. September’s average minimum temperatures is
about 50 degrees and the average maximum temperature
is about 70 degrees. Thus, running the fans at night will
reduce the grain temperature below 70 degrees during Au-
gust, and continuous fan operation even will cool the grain
during September.

To estimate the cooling time of 56 pounds-per-bushel
grain, divide 15 by the airflow rate. For example, about 75
hours of fan time is required to cool the grain using an air-
flow rate of 0.2 cubic feet per minute per bushel.

Cooling times are the ratio of 56 pounds and the weight
for grain with a different weight. For example, barley with a
weight of 48 pounds per bushel will cool more quickly than
corn at 56 pounds per bushel (48 divided by 56, which equals
0.86).

The grain temperature eventually should be cooled to
about 25 degrees for winter storage in northern climates
and 30 to 40 degrees in southern states. Air takes the path

of least resistance, so cooling times will vary within a bin or
grain storage. Measure grain temperature at several loca-
tions to ensure that all the grain has been cooled.

Moisture migration is another issue in stored grain, ac-
cording to Hellevang. Moisture migration will increase the
grain moisture content near the top center of the stored
grain if the grain is about 20 degrees warmer than the aver-
age outdoor temperature.

That occurs because the air in the grain void spaces
near the perimeter of the bin will cool as outdoor tempera-
tures cool. The cool air will settle to the bottom of the bin
along the bin perimeter, pushing air in the middle of the bin
upward. As this air approaches cooler grain on or near the
top surface of the bin, moisture will move from the air to the
grain.

These convection currents can increase the moisture
content of the grain at or near the top surface by several
percentage points, leading to grain deterioration. The mag-
nitude of moisture problems due to moisture migration in-
creases with bin size. Cooling the grain as outdoor tem-
peratures cool reduces the convection currents and mois-
ture migration.

Grain stores best when it is dry, clean and cool. Weed
seeds and fine foreign material, which usually are wetter
than the grain, will accumulate in the center when the grain
is loaded into a bin without a distributor, which can cause
storage problems. This material should be removed from
the grain by using a grain cleaner before placing the grain in
the bin or by removing some of the grain from the bin after
it has been filled, which sometimes is referred to as
coring the bin.

“Stored grain must be monitored so insect infestations
or grain spoilage can be detected before serious losses
occur,” Hellevang advises. “Check stored grain biweekly
during the critical fall months before the grain has been
cooled to the winter storage temperature. After the grain
has been cooled to winter storage temperature, check the
grain at least monthly. Check and record the grain tempera-
ture and condition at several locations.”

Temperature history can be used to detect grain warm-
ing, which may indicate storage problems. Look for indica-
tions of problems, such as condensation on the roof or crust-
ing of the grain surface. Probe to examine grain below the
surface.

“If inspecting for insects, bring a grain sample indoors
if the grain temperature is below 50 degrees and allow it to
warm to room temperature,” Hellevang says. “Place the grain
on a white surface and examine it for any insect activity.

“Fumigation is not recommended when grain is stored
at temperatures below 60 degrees,” he adds. “Most storage
problems can be controlled during the winter by cooling the
grain.”

Ivie has also assembled the world’s largest collection
of West Indies beetles. He is past-president of the Entomo-
logical Society of America, past-president of the Coleopter-
ists Society and a Fellow of the Royal Entomological Soci-
ety.

Richard S. Peigler, a biology professor at a private
Catholic university, the University of the Incarnate Word in
San Antonio, Texas, donated part of his wild silk collection
to MSU. MSU is one of 14 universities and museums that
have received his wild silks in the past several years, Peigler
said. He prefers giving them to institutions in the Southeast
and Western interior because “too many such cool things
are concentrated in the Northeast, Midwest and California.”

Once he photographs and studies a piece, he no longer
needs to keep it, Peigler added.

Shortly before Ivie headed to California to prepare the
academic library for travel, he said the two donations were
unexpected and highly appreciated. He hadn’t decided yet
how to display the fabrics, but said they would be secured
to avoid theft and damage. Clothes moths and fur-, hide-
and skin-beetles would eat the fabrics if they had a chance.

Both collections will be accessible to MSU students,
as well as internal and external researchers, Ivie said. He
said he already knows of at least two courses in MSU’s
Department of Plant Sciences and Plant Pathology that could
incorporate the collections. They are his class on insect
identification and Kevin O’Neill’s course on general ento-
mology.

Entomologists from all over the United States and the
world visit MSU to conduct research, and the new collec-
tions should attract even more, Ivie said.

Ivie has studied Tenebrionidae beetles for several years
and estimated that he has collected hundreds of species
and tens of thousands of individuals.  But classifying them
is difficult, he said, especially since the entomologists gen-

erally have to rely on old literature that’s difficult to access.
Scientists often request those materials through inter-library
loan and receive poor quality photocopies that are hard to
decipher.

Doyen’s donation includes some original books and
drawings, Ivie said. Among them are hand-colored plates, a
British book published during World War II by one of the
world’s top coleopterists, and a first edition “Beetles of the
United States,” a book that “nobody has.”

Fabrics in the wild silk collection came from China, Ni-
geria, Java, Namibia’s Kalahari Desert and other countries
in the form of scarves, shawls, wall hangings, an antique
handkerchief and fabric samples. Peigler said he believes
in preserving wild silks because the demand for them is
falling and wild moth populations are declining. The moths
live in a variety of settings, including rainforests and deserts.

“A lot of factors are coming into play now, and these
wild silks will be less and less available,” Peigler said.

Ivie said most silk today is made by domesticated silk-
worms that eat mulberries, but 12 of the 13 fabrics in the
wild silk collection were made by four of the five moth fami-
lies that produce wild silk. People collected their cocoons
and nests, unraveled the silk, spun the silk into thread and
wove the thread into fabric.

One scarf from India carries a note that said its plaid
pattern was introduced by Scottish missionaries in the
1770s. Ivie said a swatch from Africa could have special
significance because the silk was so nasty to obtain. In-
stead of coming from cocoons, the silk came from entire
nests. The men who collected it had to wear gloves, de-
gum the silk, and pluck hair from the nests.

“Somebody really had to care. Think about how easy it
is to get cotton thread,” Ivie said. “It has to be a very high
pride thing or some kind of spiritual value or something for
somebody to put that much effort into it.”

The brown
cocoons on the

left side of the
photo were

made by wild
moths. The

white and
yellow cocoons

were made by
domesticated
moths. All are

part of a
collection

recently
donated to
MSU. (MSU

photo by Kelly
Gorham)
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MSU News Service
Two entomologists who live out of state but want others

to benefit from their careers have donated collections to
Montana State University.

Two Donated Collections
Bring Wild Silks, Rare

Entomology Books to MSU
One collection is the professional library of a world ex-

pert on a large family of beetles. The 20-cubic-foot collec-
tion includes rare books that few entomologists have the
opportunity to consult first-hand.

The other collection consists of fab-
ric made with the silk produced by wild
moths. It also includes cocoons, unspun
silk fibers, artifacts, and written material
that explains how indigenous people col-
lect and process wild silk.

“We were really honored,” said MSU
entomologist Michael Ivie, curator of the
Montana Entomology Collection which is
housed on campus and is one of the old-
est research collections in Montana. Both
donations will join that collection.

John Doyen, professor emeritus of
entomology at the University of Califor-
nia, said he decided to donate his aca-
demic library to MSU because he wanted
his library to be used and not merely
stored. Since he and Ivie have both
worked on the same groups of beetles,
he was sure Ivie would use it.

“Moreover, Dr. Ivie is a highly re-
garded and productive taxonomist, cer-
tainly one of the authorities in the field
today,” Doyen said. “… I am pleased that
my collection is going to Montana State
and feel certain that it will be well utilized.”

After recently meeting Ivie and Ivie’s
wife, Donna, Doyen said he felt confident
that MSU was a perfect match for his
collection.

Ivie, like Doyen, studies groups of
beetles known as Tenebrionidae,
Zopheridae and related families.
Tenebrionidae are a family of beetles that
are a “huge, huge, very important group,
both economically and ecologically,” Ivie
said. The beetles can be as small as 1/
20th of an inch or as large as three inches
long. Some are grain storage pests. Some
feed on and destroy the roots of commer-
cial food crops. Many live in the soil. They
live all over the world.

Michael Ivie displays some of the textiles he recently received from a
Texas professor. The fabric was made with the silk produced by wild
moths. In front are brown cocoons made by wild moths. The white and
yellow cocoons were made by domesticated moths. (MSU photo by Kelly
Gorham)



Montana’s state veterinarian is advising equine owners
to consult their veterinarians about West Nile vaccination
after two horses turned up positive for the disease.

“We have two positives and know there are positive
mosquito pools, so it’s prudent for equine owners to con-
sider vaccination,” said Dr. Marty Zaluski, Montana Depart-
ment of Livestock.

Equine owners should also be familiar with clinical signs
of the disease, he said, which are variable and may in-
clude:

Loss of appetite and depression;
Progressing lameness and/or weakness/paralysis of

limbs;
Loss of coordination;
Muzzle twitching;
Impaired vision;

Two Montana Horses Infected With West Nile Virus
Convulsions;
Inability to swallow;
Behavioral changes;
Coma.
WNV mimics other serious neurological diseases like

sleeping sickness, equine encephalitis and rabies, and
should be immediately reported so that a licensed veteri-
narian can make a diagnosis.

Although most equines recover from the disease, WNV
kills about a third of the horses infected. There is no spe-
cific treatment for WNV in equines, although supportive care
consistent with standard veterinary practice for animals with
a viral infection is recommended

Vaccination is an effective and inexpensive way to pre-
vent the disease, Zaluksi said, and is recommended as a
core vaccine by the American Association of Equine Prac-

titioners. Consult your local vet-
erinarian to develop a preventive
health plan that includes WNV vac-
cination.

WNV was first found on the
east coast of the U.S. in 1999.
Since then, the disease has
spread westward, arriving in Mon-
tana in 2002. WNV knows no
boundaries within the state, and
has been found statewide. The two
infected horses, located in Carbon
and Powder River counties, are the
state’s first since 2009, when 14
positives were reported.

Earlier this year, researchers
at Montana State University ex-
pected the worst when unusually
high numbers of mosquitoes were
found around the state. Greg
Johnson, veterinary entomologist
at MSU’s Department of Animal
& Range Sciences, says mos-
quito numbers have dropped the
past couple of weeks but that con-
cerns remain.

“Mosquito season can last
through September and even into
October, so we’re not out of the
woods yet,” Johnson said.

 Effective mosquito control
helps decrease the potential for
spreading the disease. Watering
troughs should be cleaned thor-
oughly and regularly, and stand-
ing water where mosquitoes breed
should be managed if possible. A
variety of water treatments that
kill fly and mosquito larvae but are
nontoxic to animals are commer-
cially available.

Montana has also had one
case of WNV in humans this year.
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Friday
NDRA Rodeo - 7 p.m.
Rodeo Dance - 9 p.m.

Party in The Dirt

Saturday
WCHS Rodeo - 9 a.m.

Championship Team Roping
(outdoor arena)

9 a.m. entry • 10 a.m. roping
NDRA Rodeo - 7 p.m.
 Rodeo Dance  - 9 p.m.

Party in The Dirt

Experience Great
Rodeo Action At

59th Annual NDRA
Championship Rodeo
Presented By Phillips
Energy Partners, LLC

Friday & Saturday
Sept. 7 & 8

McKenzie County Fairgrounds
Multi-Purpose Building • Watford City, ND

Tickets Sold At Door - Adult: -$12; Child (7-18)-$8; 6 & Under-Free
Call McKenzie Co. Tourism Bureau  1-800-701-2804

Concessions and Beer Gardens Both Days
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Border Steel & Recycling
Partners with Culbertson FFA

Alumni for GOT SCRAP? Program
The Culbertson FFA Alumni has partnered with

Border Steel & Recycling for a fundraising effort.  In
tough economic times, people want to give to organi-
zations but sometimes it is not feasible
in their pocketbook.  Now, farmers, ranch-
ers, agricultural businesses, oilfield com-
panies, welding shops or any other busi-
ness or individual can donate scrap
metal, aluminum cans and other
recycleables to the Culber tson FFA
Alumni.  It is an easy way for people to
donate all or a portion of their scrap to
the program and at the same time, clean
out fence lines, a pile of scrap or alumi-
num cans.  Help is available to load and
deliver the scrap. The funds generated
from this program will give the

Farm Credit Services Provides
FFA Student Handbooks &

Support to FFA Organizations

Culbertson FFA and agricultural education students
more opportunities to pursue careers in agriculture,
which is still Montana’s #1 industry. Border Steel is a

highly reputable and customer service
driven business that greatly supports
many organizations and individuals in our
communities.  The alumni is greatly ap-
preciative of Bret, Brady and their entire
staff for partnering with them on this pro-
gram.  For more information, contact
Patrick Hackley at 406-478-1004 <tel:406-
478-1004> , any Border Steel & Recycling
location in Sidney, Plentywood or Glendive
or online at http://www.bordersteeland
recycling.com/ to find out what materials
can be recycled and donated to this pro-
gram.  Also, you can “like” Culbertson FFA
Alumni and Border Steel on Facebook!

This year acknowledges the 36th year that the
three independent Farm Credit Services associations
in North Dakota have donated FFA Handbooks to ag-
ricultural students in area schools.

This year, approximately eighty high school agri-
culture education programs in North Dakota and
northwest Minnesota will receive over 2,600 of the stu-
dent handbooks for the start of the 2012/2013 school
year donated by the Farm Credit Services Associa-
tions in North Dakota.

Over the
past three
and a half
d e c a d e s
more than
63,000 of

the books have been presented to FFA-first year
‘greenhands’ to be used throughout the four-year FFA
program.

To ensure the continued success of our youth, in
2011 Farm Credit Services of North Dakota contrib-
uted close to $10,000 in order to support the FFA or-
ganizations in the 17 counties it serves in northwest
North Dakota. Farm Credit Services is proud to sup-
port today’s youth who will become tomorrow’s agricul-
tural producers and leaders.

Farm Credit Services is committed to helping the
FFA provide excellence in the teaching and learning of
agriculture and its activities in science, technology, pro-
duction, processing, and related agribusiness activi-
ties as well as understand the vital and necessary role
of the agricultural industry.
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MSU Extension Offers Wildfire
and Drought Resources

With experts predicting Montana’s wildfire season
will extend through September and drought conditions
in the state expanding, Montana State University Ex-
tension is continuing to offer webinar sessions and
online resources to assist ranchers, businesses and
families struggling with wildfire and drought.

The interactive webinars address topics relevant
to those impacted by the current fire and drought envi-
ronment. Archived sessions include: “Minimizing Po-
tential Wildfire Damage,” “Drought Management Strat-
egies for Beef Cattle Producers,” “Managing Stress
during Natural Disasters,” and “Variability in Stock Wa-
ter Quality and Changes Due to Drought.”  These free
sessions can be viewed via www.msuextension/wild-

fire at any
time.

To par-
ticipate in
Thursday ’s
live and in-

teractive webinar, visit, http://
www.msuextensionconnect.org/fire. Select “Enter as
Guest,” type your full name in the text box, then click
“Enter Room.”

The Montana State University Extension Fire and
Drought Webinar sessions will be held each Thursday
morning at 9:30 a.m. through Sept. 13. The remaining
schedule is as follows:

Sept. 6 – “Rangeland Recovery,” presented by Jeff
Mosley, MSU Extension range specialist.

Sept. 13 – “Managing Weeds After Wildfire,” pre-
sented by Jane Mangold, MSU extension rangeland
weed specialist.

In addition, MSU Extension has been updating a
list of online fire and drought resources, including
guidelines for home evacuations, and cost-effective
and immediate actions that can be taken to increase
chances that a home will survive a wildfire, and tips for
managing livestock in drought conditions. The resources
are located online at www.msuextension/wildfire.

NDSU Holding Clinic
for New Shepherds

NDSU Agriculture Communication
New shepherds will have an opportunity to learn

about sheep production and nutrition during a clinic at
North Dakota State University’s Hettinger Research
Extension Center on Sept. 22.

“We are hosting an educational field day for indi-
viduals with new sheep flocks,” NDSU Extension Ser-
vice sheep specialist Reid Redden says. “This program
was designed to support the North Dakota Lamb and
Wool Producers Association’s starter flock program;
however, it is open to anyone interested in the basics
of sheep production.

“Sheep are a good livestock enterprise for youth,
families who have off-the-farm jobs or existing livestock
enterprises seeking diversification,” Redden adds. “New
sheep operations are attractive because individuals can
start small and build as they go. Plus, sheep opera-
tions do not require large startup capital, large amounts
of land, or expensive facilities and equipment. Within a

few years, new shepherds can rapidly grow their flock
and build a sustainable production system.”

The clinic, which is free of charge, will begin with
registration at 9:30 a.m. The educational portion of the
program starts at 10. Topics and presenter include:

* Sheep production overview - Redden
* Sheep nutrition - Chris Schauer, Hettinger Re-

search Extension Center director and animal scientist
* Lambing barn management - Rick Schmidt, Oliver

County Extension agent
* Sheep production budgeting - Lyle Warner, sheep

producer and Bismarck State College economics lec-
turer. The clinic also will include an overview of
shepherding equipment, a session on animal-handling
techniques, tour of the Hettinger center’s sheep facili-
ties, question-and-answer session and the starter flock
recipient load-out.

A noon lunch will be available for purchase.
For more information or to register, contact Red-

den at reid.redden@ndsu.edu or (701) 231-5597.
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Western Tire Co.
AFTER HOURS CALL FORWARDING TO SERVICE REP

In early October, the Mon-
tana Stockgrowers Association
will release Big Sky Boots: Work-
ing Seasons of a Montana Cow-
boy, a coffee table photography
book featuring the work of
MSGA’s multimedia outreach
specialist, Lauren Chase. Chase
has spent the past year and a half
gathering photographs for the
book, traveling in sunshine and
snow to ranches across Mon-
tana. The book takes the reader
on a journey through a year in the
life of Montana’s cowboys—
through calving, branding, and shipping, and everything in
between.

“Our goal with this project has been to create a unique,
fun, engaging and interactive way to tell the story of
Montana’s ranching families that raise the beef that con-
sumers all across the world enjoy,” said Chase. “There

seems to be a growing dis-
connect as people, even here
in Montana, are losing touch
with what goes on at ranches
and farms, and where our food
comes from.”

Big Sky Boots is part of
a larger project to bring beef
eaters closer to the people
who raise and care for cattle.
The project uses social me-
dia sites like Facebook, Twit-
ter, and YouTube to tell the
stories of Montana’s ranching

Montana Stockgrowers Announces October
Release of Montana Ranching Photography Book

families through photo albums,
audio slide shows, and videos.

The book connects the so-
cial media platforms to the printed
page. “Something really unique to
our book is that we have included
QR codes that people can scan
with their smartphones,” Chase
said. “They can go to MSGA’s
YouTube channel to watch a video
of the rancher featured in the
book and hear directly from him
about his life. In that way we’ve
really tried to marry the traditional
print media with the social media

that seems to be central in so many people’s lives today.”
One hallmark of Big Sky Boots is that the photos are

largely untouched or enhanced by photo editing software.
“A lot of books that are out there right now depict a roman-
ticized view of the West and of the cowboy lifestyle,” Chase
said. “We wanted to make sure to show life as it really is on
Montana’s ranches. I think there is a tremendous amount of
natural beauty in the pictures and it gives the reader a
glimpse into the life of a real cowboy in Montana.”

Big Sky Boots is the first book in a series of five books
that MSGA will develop over the next five years. The next
book, already in production, will feature the women that are
an essential part of today’s ranching families.

To learn more about this project and to pre-order a copy
of the book, visit www.mtbeef.org. The books are $75, which
includes shipping and handling. The profits from the book
will help support the continuation of MSGA’s “Telling the
Story of Montana’s Family Ranchers” project into the future.
To see Chase’s photography and other multimedia work, be
sure to visit MSGA’s Facebook page or YouTube channel.

Sample page spread.

Big Sky Boots Cover

Lauren Chase
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Sugar Factory Serves Area
For Over Eight Decades

The Sidney Sugars Incorporated factory has served the
Sidney area since 1925, providing an outlet for farmers to
grow and sell sugarbeets. In 2002, American Crystal bought
the Sidney factory from Holly Sugar and the Sidney factory
became part of the American Crystal Company and took
the name Sidney Sugars. Sidney Sugars operates as a wholly
owned subsidiary of American Crystal Sugar Company.

Each year Sidney Sugars contracts sugarbeet acres
with area growers. Not only does this allow producers to
grow a high value crop but it also provides employment at
the factory and at the six beet receiving stations located
from Powder River to Culbertson. The company generally
employs approximately 60 seasonal workers for the beet
receiving stations during harvest each year and hires ap-

proximately 120 seasonal employees to work at the factory
during the winter months where they produce white sugar
for sale around the country. Winter campaigns generally last
about four months.

Sidney Sugars has 90 year round employees and has
120 sugarbeet growers.

The company also produces approximately 50,000 tons
of pressed pulp each year and 35,000 tons of molasses for
sale.

Since 1996, Sidney Sugars has done a lot of renovat-
ing to improve sugar production and efficiency. These reno-
vations and additions include ten sugar storage silos, a thick
juice tank, lime kiln and slacker modification, and boiler
house modification.
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with area growers. Not only does this allow producers to
grow a high value crop but it also provides employment at
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from Powder River to Culbertson. The company generally
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receiving stations during harvest each year and hires ap-

proximately 120 seasonal employees to work at the factory
during the winter months where they produce white sugar
for sale around the country. Winter campaigns generally last
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The company also produces approximately 50,000 tons
of pressed pulp each year and 35,000 tons of molasses for
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ing to improve sugar production and efficiency. These reno-
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In early October, the Mon-
tana Stockgrowers Association
will release Big Sky Boots: Work-
ing Seasons of a Montana Cow-
boy, a coffee table photography
book featuring the work of
MSGA’s multimedia outreach
specialist, Lauren Chase. Chase
has spent the past year and a half
gathering photographs for the
book, traveling in sunshine and
snow to ranches across Mon-
tana. The book takes the reader
on a journey through a year in the
life of Montana’s cowboys—
through calving, branding, and shipping, and everything in
between.

“Our goal with this project has been to create a unique,
fun, engaging and interactive way to tell the story of
Montana’s ranching families that raise the beef that con-
sumers all across the world enjoy,” said Chase. “There

seems to be a growing dis-
connect as people, even here
in Montana, are losing touch
with what goes on at ranches
and farms, and where our food
comes from.”

Big Sky Boots is part of
a larger project to bring beef
eaters closer to the people
who raise and care for cattle.
The project uses social me-
dia sites like Facebook, Twit-
ter, and YouTube to tell the
stories of Montana’s ranching

Montana Stockgrowers Announces October
Release of Montana Ranching Photography Book

families through photo albums,
audio slide shows, and videos.

The book connects the so-
cial media platforms to the printed
page. “Something really unique to
our book is that we have included
QR codes that people can scan
with their smartphones,” Chase
said. “They can go to MSGA’s
YouTube channel to watch a video
of the rancher featured in the
book and hear directly from him
about his life. In that way we’ve
really tried to marry the traditional
print media with the social media

that seems to be central in so many people’s lives today.”
One hallmark of Big Sky Boots is that the photos are

largely untouched or enhanced by photo editing software.
“A lot of books that are out there right now depict a roman-
ticized view of the West and of the cowboy lifestyle,” Chase
said. “We wanted to make sure to show life as it really is on
Montana’s ranches. I think there is a tremendous amount of
natural beauty in the pictures and it gives the reader a
glimpse into the life of a real cowboy in Montana.”

Big Sky Boots is the first book in a series of five books
that MSGA will develop over the next five years. The next
book, already in production, will feature the women that are
an essential part of today’s ranching families.

To learn more about this project and to pre-order a copy
of the book, visit www.mtbeef.org. The books are $75, which
includes shipping and handling. The profits from the book
will help support the continuation of MSGA’s “Telling the
Story of Montana’s Family Ranchers” project into the future.
To see Chase’s photography and other multimedia work, be
sure to visit MSGA’s Facebook page or YouTube channel.

Sample page spread.

Big Sky Boots Cover

Lauren Chase
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MSU Extension Offers Wildfire
and Drought Resources

With experts predicting Montana’s wildfire season
will extend through September and drought conditions
in the state expanding, Montana State University Ex-
tension is continuing to offer webinar sessions and
online resources to assist ranchers, businesses and
families struggling with wildfire and drought.

The interactive webinars address topics relevant
to those impacted by the current fire and drought envi-
ronment. Archived sessions include: “Minimizing Po-
tential Wildfire Damage,” “Drought Management Strat-
egies for Beef Cattle Producers,” “Managing Stress
during Natural Disasters,” and “Variability in Stock Wa-
ter Quality and Changes Due to Drought.”  These free
sessions can be viewed via www.msuextension/wild-

fire at any
time.

To par-
ticipate in
Thursday ’s
live and in-

teractive webinar, visit, http://
www.msuextensionconnect.org/fire. Select “Enter as
Guest,” type your full name in the text box, then click
“Enter Room.”

The Montana State University Extension Fire and
Drought Webinar sessions will be held each Thursday
morning at 9:30 a.m. through Sept. 13. The remaining
schedule is as follows:

Sept. 6 – “Rangeland Recovery,” presented by Jeff
Mosley, MSU Extension range specialist.

Sept. 13 – “Managing Weeds After Wildfire,” pre-
sented by Jane Mangold, MSU extension rangeland
weed specialist.

In addition, MSU Extension has been updating a
list of online fire and drought resources, including
guidelines for home evacuations, and cost-effective
and immediate actions that can be taken to increase
chances that a home will survive a wildfire, and tips for
managing livestock in drought conditions. The resources
are located online at www.msuextension/wildfire.

NDSU Holding Clinic
for New Shepherds

NDSU Agriculture Communication
New shepherds will have an opportunity to learn

about sheep production and nutrition during a clinic at
North Dakota State University’s Hettinger Research
Extension Center on Sept. 22.

“We are hosting an educational field day for indi-
viduals with new sheep flocks,” NDSU Extension Ser-
vice sheep specialist Reid Redden says. “This program
was designed to support the North Dakota Lamb and
Wool Producers Association’s starter flock program;
however, it is open to anyone interested in the basics
of sheep production.

“Sheep are a good livestock enterprise for youth,
families who have off-the-farm jobs or existing livestock
enterprises seeking diversification,” Redden adds. “New
sheep operations are attractive because individuals can
start small and build as they go. Plus, sheep opera-
tions do not require large startup capital, large amounts
of land, or expensive facilities and equipment. Within a

few years, new shepherds can rapidly grow their flock
and build a sustainable production system.”

The clinic, which is free of charge, will begin with
registration at 9:30 a.m. The educational portion of the
program starts at 10. Topics and presenter include:

* Sheep production overview - Redden
* Sheep nutrition - Chris Schauer, Hettinger Re-

search Extension Center director and animal scientist
* Lambing barn management - Rick Schmidt, Oliver

County Extension agent
* Sheep production budgeting - Lyle Warner, sheep

producer and Bismarck State College economics lec-
turer. The clinic also will include an overview of
shepherding equipment, a session on animal-handling
techniques, tour of the Hettinger center’s sheep facili-
ties, question-and-answer session and the starter flock
recipient load-out.

A noon lunch will be available for purchase.
For more information or to register, contact Red-

den at reid.redden@ndsu.edu or (701) 231-5597.
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Border Steel & Recycling
Partners with Culbertson FFA

Alumni for GOT SCRAP? Program
The Culbertson FFA Alumni has partnered with

Border Steel & Recycling for a fundraising effort.  In
tough economic times, people want to give to organi-
zations but sometimes it is not feasible
in their pocketbook.  Now, farmers, ranch-
ers, agricultural businesses, oilfield com-
panies, welding shops or any other busi-
ness or individual can donate scrap
metal, aluminum cans and other
recycleables to the Culber tson FFA
Alumni.  It is an easy way for people to
donate all or a portion of their scrap to
the program and at the same time, clean
out fence lines, a pile of scrap or alumi-
num cans.  Help is available to load and
deliver the scrap. The funds generated
from this program will give the

Farm Credit Services Provides
FFA Student Handbooks &

Support to FFA Organizations

Culbertson FFA and agricultural education students
more opportunities to pursue careers in agriculture,
which is still Montana’s #1 industry. Border Steel is a

highly reputable and customer service
driven business that greatly supports
many organizations and individuals in our
communities.  The alumni is greatly ap-
preciative of Bret, Brady and their entire
staff for partnering with them on this pro-
gram.  For more information, contact
Patrick Hackley at 406-478-1004 <tel:406-
478-1004> , any Border Steel & Recycling
location in Sidney, Plentywood or Glendive
or online at http://www.bordersteeland
recycling.com/ to find out what materials
can be recycled and donated to this pro-
gram.  Also, you can “like” Culbertson FFA
Alumni and Border Steel on Facebook!

This year acknowledges the 36th year that the
three independent Farm Credit Services associations
in North Dakota have donated FFA Handbooks to ag-
ricultural students in area schools.

This year, approximately eighty high school agri-
culture education programs in North Dakota and
northwest Minnesota will receive over 2,600 of the stu-
dent handbooks for the start of the 2012/2013 school
year donated by the Farm Credit Services Associa-
tions in North Dakota.

Over the
past three
and a half
d e c a d e s
more than
63,000 of

the books have been presented to FFA-first year
‘greenhands’ to be used throughout the four-year FFA
program.

To ensure the continued success of our youth, in
2011 Farm Credit Services of North Dakota contrib-
uted close to $10,000 in order to support the FFA or-
ganizations in the 17 counties it serves in northwest
North Dakota. Farm Credit Services is proud to sup-
port today’s youth who will become tomorrow’s agricul-
tural producers and leaders.

Farm Credit Services is committed to helping the
FFA provide excellence in the teaching and learning of
agriculture and its activities in science, technology, pro-
duction, processing, and related agribusiness activi-
ties as well as understand the vital and necessary role
of the agricultural industry.



Montana’s state veterinarian is advising equine owners
to consult their veterinarians about West Nile vaccination
after two horses turned up positive for the disease.

“We have two positives and know there are positive
mosquito pools, so it’s prudent for equine owners to con-
sider vaccination,” said Dr. Marty Zaluski, Montana Depart-
ment of Livestock.

Equine owners should also be familiar with clinical signs
of the disease, he said, which are variable and may in-
clude:

Loss of appetite and depression;
Progressing lameness and/or weakness/paralysis of

limbs;
Loss of coordination;
Muzzle twitching;
Impaired vision;

Two Montana Horses Infected With West Nile Virus
Convulsions;
Inability to swallow;
Behavioral changes;
Coma.
WNV mimics other serious neurological diseases like

sleeping sickness, equine encephalitis and rabies, and
should be immediately reported so that a licensed veteri-
narian can make a diagnosis.

Although most equines recover from the disease, WNV
kills about a third of the horses infected. There is no spe-
cific treatment for WNV in equines, although supportive care
consistent with standard veterinary practice for animals with
a viral infection is recommended

Vaccination is an effective and inexpensive way to pre-
vent the disease, Zaluksi said, and is recommended as a
core vaccine by the American Association of Equine Prac-

titioners. Consult your local vet-
erinarian to develop a preventive
health plan that includes WNV vac-
cination.

WNV was first found on the
east coast of the U.S. in 1999.
Since then, the disease has
spread westward, arriving in Mon-
tana in 2002. WNV knows no
boundaries within the state, and
has been found statewide. The two
infected horses, located in Carbon
and Powder River counties, are the
state’s first since 2009, when 14
positives were reported.

Earlier this year, researchers
at Montana State University ex-
pected the worst when unusually
high numbers of mosquitoes were
found around the state. Greg
Johnson, veterinary entomologist
at MSU’s Department of Animal
& Range Sciences, says mos-
quito numbers have dropped the
past couple of weeks but that con-
cerns remain.

“Mosquito season can last
through September and even into
October, so we’re not out of the
woods yet,” Johnson said.

 Effective mosquito control
helps decrease the potential for
spreading the disease. Watering
troughs should be cleaned thor-
oughly and regularly, and stand-
ing water where mosquitoes breed
should be managed if possible. A
variety of water treatments that
kill fly and mosquito larvae but are
nontoxic to animals are commer-
cially available.

Montana has also had one
case of WNV in humans this year.
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(outdoor arena)

9 a.m. entry • 10 a.m. roping
NDRA Rodeo - 7 p.m.
 Rodeo Dance  - 9 p.m.
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Experience Great
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59th Annual NDRA
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Presented By Phillips
Energy Partners, LLC

Friday & Saturday
Sept. 7 & 8

McKenzie County Fairgrounds
Multi-Purpose Building • Watford City, ND
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Call McKenzie Co. Tourism Bureau  1-800-701-2804

Concessions and Beer Gardens Both Days
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MSU News Service
Two entomologists who live out of state but want others

to benefit from their careers have donated collections to
Montana State University.

Two Donated Collections
Bring Wild Silks, Rare

Entomology Books to MSU
One collection is the professional library of a world ex-

pert on a large family of beetles. The 20-cubic-foot collec-
tion includes rare books that few entomologists have the
opportunity to consult first-hand.

The other collection consists of fab-
ric made with the silk produced by wild
moths. It also includes cocoons, unspun
silk fibers, artifacts, and written material
that explains how indigenous people col-
lect and process wild silk.

“We were really honored,” said MSU
entomologist Michael Ivie, curator of the
Montana Entomology Collection which is
housed on campus and is one of the old-
est research collections in Montana. Both
donations will join that collection.

John Doyen, professor emeritus of
entomology at the University of Califor-
nia, said he decided to donate his aca-
demic library to MSU because he wanted
his library to be used and not merely
stored. Since he and Ivie have both
worked on the same groups of beetles,
he was sure Ivie would use it.

“Moreover, Dr. Ivie is a highly re-
garded and productive taxonomist, cer-
tainly one of the authorities in the field
today,” Doyen said. “… I am pleased that
my collection is going to Montana State
and feel certain that it will be well utilized.”

After recently meeting Ivie and Ivie’s
wife, Donna, Doyen said he felt confident
that MSU was a perfect match for his
collection.

Ivie, like Doyen, studies groups of
beetles known as Tenebrionidae,
Zopheridae and related families.
Tenebrionidae are a family of beetles that
are a “huge, huge, very important group,
both economically and ecologically,” Ivie
said. The beetles can be as small as 1/
20th of an inch or as large as three inches
long. Some are grain storage pests. Some
feed on and destroy the roots of commer-
cial food crops. Many live in the soil. They
live all over the world.

Michael Ivie displays some of the textiles he recently received from a
Texas professor. The fabric was made with the silk produced by wild
moths. In front are brown cocoons made by wild moths. The white and
yellow cocoons were made by domesticated moths. (MSU photo by Kelly
Gorham)
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Cool Stored Grain
Warm temperatures may have helped this year’s grain

harvest, but those temperatures also may have created
conditions that can cause stored grain to deteriorate.

“Harvested grain temperatures of about 100 degrees
are being reported,” says Ken Hellevang, a North Dakota
State University Extension Service agricultural engineer.

The optimum temperature for insect infestations and
mold growth is about 80 degrees. Temperatures below about
70 degrees slow insect reproduction and feeding activity,
and insects are dormant below about 50 degrees.

Hellevang says the best way to keep stored grain from
deteriorating or becoming infested with insects is to cool it.

The allowable storage time, which is related to mold
growth, is approximately doubled for each 10 degrees the
grain is cooled. For example, the allowable storage time of
16 percent moisture content wheat is about 40 days at 80
degrees, 70 days at 70 degrees, 120 days at 60 degrees
and 230 days at 50 degrees.

Most allowable storage time (AST) charts are for main-
taining commercial grain quality. However, germination is
lost due to fungi growth on the germ in less time than the
commercial grain AST charts indicate. For example, the
allowable storage time for 14 percent moisture malting bar-
ley, based on germination, actually is about 70 days at 80
degrees, 175 days at 70 degrees and 430 days at 60 de-
grees.

Stored grain should be cooled with an aeration system
immediately after harvest. The goal should be to cool it to
near or below 70 degrees, Hellevang says. As tempera-
tures drop in the fall, stored grain will need to be cooled
again, using aeration, whenever outdoor temperatures are
10 to 15 degrees cooler than grain temperatures.

In North Dakota, the typical August minimum tempera-
ture is about 60 degrees and the average high is about 80
degrees. September’s average minimum temperatures is
about 50 degrees and the average maximum temperature
is about 70 degrees. Thus, running the fans at night will
reduce the grain temperature below 70 degrees during Au-
gust, and continuous fan operation even will cool the grain
during September.

To estimate the cooling time of 56 pounds-per-bushel
grain, divide 15 by the airflow rate. For example, about 75
hours of fan time is required to cool the grain using an air-
flow rate of 0.2 cubic feet per minute per bushel.

Cooling times are the ratio of 56 pounds and the weight
for grain with a different weight. For example, barley with a
weight of 48 pounds per bushel will cool more quickly than
corn at 56 pounds per bushel (48 divided by 56, which equals
0.86).

The grain temperature eventually should be cooled to
about 25 degrees for winter storage in northern climates
and 30 to 40 degrees in southern states. Air takes the path

of least resistance, so cooling times will vary within a bin or
grain storage. Measure grain temperature at several loca-
tions to ensure that all the grain has been cooled.

Moisture migration is another issue in stored grain, ac-
cording to Hellevang. Moisture migration will increase the
grain moisture content near the top center of the stored
grain if the grain is about 20 degrees warmer than the aver-
age outdoor temperature.

That occurs because the air in the grain void spaces
near the perimeter of the bin will cool as outdoor tempera-
tures cool. The cool air will settle to the bottom of the bin
along the bin perimeter, pushing air in the middle of the bin
upward. As this air approaches cooler grain on or near the
top surface of the bin, moisture will move from the air to the
grain.

These convection currents can increase the moisture
content of the grain at or near the top surface by several
percentage points, leading to grain deterioration. The mag-
nitude of moisture problems due to moisture migration in-
creases with bin size. Cooling the grain as outdoor tem-
peratures cool reduces the convection currents and mois-
ture migration.

Grain stores best when it is dry, clean and cool. Weed
seeds and fine foreign material, which usually are wetter
than the grain, will accumulate in the center when the grain
is loaded into a bin without a distributor, which can cause
storage problems. This material should be removed from
the grain by using a grain cleaner before placing the grain in
the bin or by removing some of the grain from the bin after
it has been filled, which sometimes is referred to as
coring the bin.

“Stored grain must be monitored so insect infestations
or grain spoilage can be detected before serious losses
occur,” Hellevang advises. “Check stored grain biweekly
during the critical fall months before the grain has been
cooled to the winter storage temperature. After the grain
has been cooled to winter storage temperature, check the
grain at least monthly. Check and record the grain tempera-
ture and condition at several locations.”

Temperature history can be used to detect grain warm-
ing, which may indicate storage problems. Look for indica-
tions of problems, such as condensation on the roof or crust-
ing of the grain surface. Probe to examine grain below the
surface.

“If inspecting for insects, bring a grain sample indoors
if the grain temperature is below 50 degrees and allow it to
warm to room temperature,” Hellevang says. “Place the grain
on a white surface and examine it for any insect activity.

“Fumigation is not recommended when grain is stored
at temperatures below 60 degrees,” he adds. “Most storage
problems can be controlled during the winter by cooling the
grain.”

Ivie has also assembled the world’s largest collection
of West Indies beetles. He is past-president of the Entomo-
logical Society of America, past-president of the Coleopter-
ists Society and a Fellow of the Royal Entomological Soci-
ety.

Richard S. Peigler, a biology professor at a private
Catholic university, the University of the Incarnate Word in
San Antonio, Texas, donated part of his wild silk collection
to MSU. MSU is one of 14 universities and museums that
have received his wild silks in the past several years, Peigler
said. He prefers giving them to institutions in the Southeast
and Western interior because “too many such cool things
are concentrated in the Northeast, Midwest and California.”

Once he photographs and studies a piece, he no longer
needs to keep it, Peigler added.

Shortly before Ivie headed to California to prepare the
academic library for travel, he said the two donations were
unexpected and highly appreciated. He hadn’t decided yet
how to display the fabrics, but said they would be secured
to avoid theft and damage. Clothes moths and fur-, hide-
and skin-beetles would eat the fabrics if they had a chance.

Both collections will be accessible to MSU students,
as well as internal and external researchers, Ivie said. He
said he already knows of at least two courses in MSU’s
Department of Plant Sciences and Plant Pathology that could
incorporate the collections. They are his class on insect
identification and Kevin O’Neill’s course on general ento-
mology.

Entomologists from all over the United States and the
world visit MSU to conduct research, and the new collec-
tions should attract even more, Ivie said.

Ivie has studied Tenebrionidae beetles for several years
and estimated that he has collected hundreds of species
and tens of thousands of individuals.  But classifying them
is difficult, he said, especially since the entomologists gen-

erally have to rely on old literature that’s difficult to access.
Scientists often request those materials through inter-library
loan and receive poor quality photocopies that are hard to
decipher.

Doyen’s donation includes some original books and
drawings, Ivie said. Among them are hand-colored plates, a
British book published during World War II by one of the
world’s top coleopterists, and a first edition “Beetles of the
United States,” a book that “nobody has.”

Fabrics in the wild silk collection came from China, Ni-
geria, Java, Namibia’s Kalahari Desert and other countries
in the form of scarves, shawls, wall hangings, an antique
handkerchief and fabric samples. Peigler said he believes
in preserving wild silks because the demand for them is
falling and wild moth populations are declining. The moths
live in a variety of settings, including rainforests and deserts.

“A lot of factors are coming into play now, and these
wild silks will be less and less available,” Peigler said.

Ivie said most silk today is made by domesticated silk-
worms that eat mulberries, but 12 of the 13 fabrics in the
wild silk collection were made by four of the five moth fami-
lies that produce wild silk. People collected their cocoons
and nests, unraveled the silk, spun the silk into thread and
wove the thread into fabric.

One scarf from India carries a note that said its plaid
pattern was introduced by Scottish missionaries in the
1770s. Ivie said a swatch from Africa could have special
significance because the silk was so nasty to obtain. In-
stead of coming from cocoons, the silk came from entire
nests. The men who collected it had to wear gloves, de-
gum the silk, and pluck hair from the nests.

“Somebody really had to care. Think about how easy it
is to get cotton thread,” Ivie said. “It has to be a very high
pride thing or some kind of spiritual value or something for
somebody to put that much effort into it.”

The brown
cocoons on the

left side of the
photo were

made by wild
moths. The

white and
yellow cocoons

were made by
domesticated
moths. All are

part of a
collection

recently
donated to
MSU. (MSU

photo by Kelly
Gorham)
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Walk-ins are welcome!
Equal Opportunity Employer • Drug Free Workplace

Help Wanted
Sidney Sugars Incorporated has the following positions open:
• Maintenance Electrician; $21.21 hour starting; $25.18 and full time with proven

competence
• Instrument Person; $20.95 hour starting, $25.18 and full time with proven competence
• Boiler Operator; Class 1 or 2 license $25.18. Class 3 $20.95 hr with willingness to learn.
• Factory Labor Positions begin in September to mid-February; $13.80 per hour with

frequent openings in station positions that pay $15.22.

Full time benefits are:
• Holiday, Vacation and sick pay
• Insurance for medical, dental and life
• Pension and 401 (k)

Apply in person or request an application from:
Sidney Sugars Incorporated,

35140 County Road 125, Sidney MT 59270
Email: ttaynor@crystalsugar.com

Phone: 406-433-9320     Fax: 406-433-9317
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Featuring the MonDak Area's
Finest Beef Restaurants

BEEF
& BREW
BEEF
& BREW

Open 7 Days A Week
On the West Bypass, Williston

Prime Rib every
Thursday

•••
All-You-Can

Eat Daily Buffet
11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

•••
Kids Eat FREE

Monday Night
•••

Sunday Is Senior
Citizens Night

•••
Breakfast Buffet
9-2 Sat. & Sun.

Family Dining

Tender, Juicy
Steaks

Happy Hour 5-7 p.m. • Private Casino

Full Soup
& Salad

Bar

•Seafood
•Burgers
•Steaks

Steakhouse Hours:
Open  5 p.m.- 9 p.m. Sun -Thurs.

5 p.m. -10 p.m. Fri • 4 p.m. - 10 p.m. Sat

Prime Rib Every Fri & Sat



from his grandpa Herb, Lanette’s father and plans to
try raising dry land corn next spring.

Recently married, Danielle and her husband Seth,
also take part in the family business with Danielle driv-
ing combine alongside her mother for seven weeks
out of the year, cutting thousands of acres and knock-
ing out some 450 acres a day when the going is good.
She also recently graduated from Dickinson State and
received a Degree in business and accounting.

Working together over the years, a silent system
has developed with everyone knowing their role and
anticipating what needs to get done. Although they
admit it gets stressful during the busy season of simul-
taneously calving and seeding, it’s a lifestyle they
wouldn’t trade for anything. Along with their own dry
land farms, they also custom cut for others. “It seems
like we are the first ones to start the season off and
the last ones to get done. But we don’t complain. This
is the best lifestyle there is and we love it,” Rondel said.

No farming family would be complete without a cow
dog and, though retired at 17 years old, Spot, their
black and white blue heeler, Bor-
der collie mix, is still an active
part of the family.

There are other traditions in
the Beery family as well. “We
don’t miss the Sidney Fair no
matter how busy we are with
harvest. We just get in the
pickup and head to town be-
cause it’s something the family
enjoys doing together,” Rondel
said.

With the family working side
by side throughout the years
they’ve had their share of mis-
haps that today they look back
on and enjoy razzing each
other about on special occa-
sions. “When Danielle was 11
years old she was driving a
combine and I was driving a
semi and we collided and
wrecked them both. It was fair
time so Grandpa Danny said
“we will fix it later” and they
headed to town. We still argue
to this day about whose fault it
was,” Rondel said.

Although they share the
chores that go along with farm-
ing and ranching, it isn’t very
often they get all four combines
in the same field together at the
same time. But, at least once a
year they try to just for the fun
of it. Over the years, it too has

Everything Roundup on the web

Don’t get nickel & dimed for your online
news and classifieds.

become something of a tradition.
Through the generations, it seems the pioneering

spirit of perseverance has not been lost. “Our winter
wheat crop was good this year and our spring wheat
crop was very disappointing. We cut thousands of acres
of 50 bushel straw and wheat only yielding in the twen-
ties. It was just too hot and dry in our area. But, prices
were good so we aren’t complaining. We’ll just try again
next year,” Rondel said.
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Ken Overcast Selected as Featured Entertainer
for the 2013 MonDak Ag Days

Ken Overcast
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Beery Family
Tradition of Farming

As Rich as the Soil They Farm
By Jaimee Green

Back in the 1940s, Danny Beery prob-
ably never intentionally set out to start a fam-
ily tradition that would stretch not only across
the vast Montana farm lands, but also across
generations. Yet, a half-a-century later, the
Richey farmer is the second of four genera-
tions proud to call themselves farmers and
ranchers.

Today, the Beery family is still farming
the same soil, combining the same fields and
running cattle through the same pastures as
their family has done for generations.

The Beery’s farming roots took hold in
Iowa long before the dust bowl era when
Danny’s father, Harold, raised corn. But, it
was in the 1940s that Harold moved out west
to be closer to his brother Newell, also a
farmer, and settled nine miles west of Richey
near Sullivan Creek.

Today, Danny is assisted by his sons,
Rondel and Jess, who also have farms of
their own that are situated in a circle around the origi-

nal farming homestead. His grandchildren are farmers
and ranchers as well.

Rondel’s wife, Lanette, also assists. In fact, she’s
given credit for seeding 95 percent of their spring wheat
and winter wheat crops each year. After growing up in
a farming family at Richey, it seemed quite natural for
her to marry into one. For 25 years she has worked
alongside her husband, assisting with everything from
driving semi trucks and combines to feeding cows and
pulling calves.

There was never any question about whether the
tradition would continue with their children. Their son,
David, 19, and daughter, Danielle, 21, have aspira-
tions of continuing the farming tradition with their own
land one day. After graduating from Richey High School
in 2011, David knew he wanted to start farming and
already has his own land and his own herd of Black
Angus cattle. “I think I started working cows as soon
as I was old enough to know what a cow was. It’s a
lifestyle I have always known and I can’t imagine doing
anything else,” David said.

Today, he is more involved on the cattle side of the
family business and is responsible for managing the
entire cattle herd. “He’s really something of a nerd when
it comes to the genetics of cattle. But, it’s always been
his passion,” Rondel said. David rents farmland as well

The Beery family combining winter wheat (L-R) Danny,
Jess, Lanette, Danielle and Rondel.

Pictured (L-R) David, Spot (the dog), Rondel, Lanette, Seth &
Danielle Beery.

Ag Roundup columnist Ken Overcast will be the fea-
tured entertainer at next year’s MonDak Ag Days on Thurs-
day evening, January 10.  Ag Days will take place January
10 - 11, 2013.

Ken Overcast is the real deal. In this day and age of
plastic throw away everything, to find someone that is re-
ally genuine is a treat indeed. While many in the performing
arts tend towards honing an act that is saleable, Ken strives
very diligently to just be himself. His music, writing, and
public performances are characterized by a down home
connection that is indeed rare. He is a third generation Mon-
tanan, and is truly making a mark on America’s entertain-
ment.   Both Ken’s recording and writing have been very
prolific. Having written about half of the music he's recorded,
there are currently eight CDs in his Bear Valley Records
catalogue. Visions of several more recordings are in vari-
ous stages of planning, with available time being the only
constraint. His CD Montana Cowboy was named Cowboy
CD of the Year by True West Magazine, and contains the
song Montana Lullaby, co-written with Wylie Gustafson,
which was selected as The Official Lullaby of the State of
Montana in an act by the Montana Legislature. The most
recent recording project, entitled Montana In My Soul, ex-
pounds upon Ken's love for the West and his home in par-
ticular.

 His first book, Yesterday’s Yarns, was published in 2003
and quickly went into several successive reprints. He has
authored five popular books of short stories to date, with

yet another scheduled for release in the fall of 2012. Ken’s
fourth book, Sittin' 'Round the Stove, Stories From the Real
West, garnered the Will Rogers Medallion Award in the fall
of 2009, and the most recent title published is entitled Fables
From the Far Far West. He’s also the author of a popular
syndicated column entitled Meadow Muffins, and is the host
of a nationally syndicated radio program, The Cowboy Show
with Ken Overcast, which features both contemporary cow-
boy music and interviews, as well as a look back into the
past with memories from a few old time cowboys.

Born into a ranching family, he was raised in northern
Montana on a section of the Milk River known as “Paradise
Valley”. He literally grew up on a horse, and attended a rural
school with three classmates. He and his wife Dawn were
childhood sweethearts, and run a commercial cow/calf op-
eration on Lodge Creek, as well as entertaining audiences
all over the West. Their ranch is located within fifteen miles
of where 100 years of both sides of their family have made
their homes. Dawn’s only complaint is that, “He is always
running off somewhere to play that darned guitar, and leav-
ing me home to do all the work.”  Ken has been teamed with
Nashville Producer, Russ Ragsdale for many years, and
together they have eight CD recordings under their belts.
National recognition was just a matter of time. Besides a
host of nominations, Ken was crowned the Western Music
Association Yodeler of the Year, and was awarded the cov-
eted Will Rogers Award by the Academy of Western Artists.

-Courtesy www.kenovercast.com
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MSU-Led Team Unravels
Moth Mystery

By Evelyn
Boswell

MSU News
Service
A female

moth sitting on a
goal post could
attract a male
moth on the
other end of a
football field. And
even if she
switched her
scent over time,
the male could
still find her be-
cause of a muta-
tion to a single
gene in his an-
tenna.

A team of researchers led by Montana State University
entomologist Kevin Wanner identified that gene after seeing
how it adapted to even the slightest change in the chemi-
cals female moths emit to attract males. The scientists
explained their findings in the Aug. 13 online edition of the
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS).  

Understanding the genetics behind moth communica-
tion could lead to natural ways to control pests, said Wan-

ner, who has dual assignments in the Department of Plant
Sciences and Plant Pathology and MSU Extension. Scien-
tists could someday design new scents that would make it
impossible for male moths to find females of the same spe-
cies. The European corn borer alone is one of the most
damaging insect pests of corn throughout the United States
and Canada. The losses it causes and the cost to control it
is estimated at more than $1 billion each year.

In the meantime, the discovery that in-
volved hundreds of moths, an MSU-Univer-
sity of Montana collaboration, and a vital piece
of equipment adds to the basic understanding
of insect genetics, Wanner said. One area of
interest focuses on the genetic barriers that
keep moths from mating outside their own
species.

Scientists have studied communication
between male and female moths and butter-
flies for more than a century. They found the
first sex pheromones in moths 50 years ago.
But they still know little about the molecular
mechanics that make communication so spe-
cific to a species, Wanner said. In some cases,
different moth species are so much alike that
scientists can only tell them apart by their dif-
ferent pheromones.

Pheromones are the blends of chemical
odors that females emit to attract males of
the same species for mating. If the ratio or
chemicals themselves change during the evo-
lution of a new species, the male needs to

At left is a moth head and antennae. At right, taken through a scanning electron microscope,
are sensory hairs on the antenna. (Photo by Kevin Wanner)

Jean Allen and Kevin Wanner of MSU are part of a team that discovered
how male moths can find females of the same species even if her
scent changes over time. Behind Allen and Wanner is the Opus Xpress
instrument that was vital to the finding. (Photo by Kelly Gorham)



adapt or he won’t be able to find the female. How male
moths adapt to pheromone changes in females has been a
long-standing question.

Female moths release just nanograms – a billionth of a
gram — of pheromone from a gland at the tip of their abdo-
men, Wanner said. He added that this amount is far too
small for humans to smell, but male moths within 300 feet
of the females can detect it with the sensory cells on their
antennae.

The journey that led to the PNAS paper began in 2008
when Wanner came to MSU. It continued in 2009 when Jean
Allen became a master’s degree student in Wanner’s labo-
ratory. Allen – who earned her undergraduate degree from
New Mexico State University – received her master’s de-
gree in December 2010 and is now a research associate in
Wanner’s lab.

She started her thesis work by obtaining live corn borer
moths raised in colonies at Cornell University in New York,
from collaborator and coauthor Charles Linn Jr., Allen said.
She extracted RNA, genetic material from the male moths’
antennae, to find the receptor genes that detect the female
pheromone. She identified the probable receptor of interest.

Wanner then turned to Greg Leary and Michael
Kavanaugh in the Center for Structural and Functional Neu-
roscience at the University of Montana. Since Wanner didn’t
have an instrument to analyze male moth receptors to see
how they responded to a parade of different pheromones,
the two tested the receptors with their equipment. They also

made a series of mutations that were later confirmed by
Allen. After Wanner was able to buy an Opus Xpress instru-
ment, Leary helped train Allen how to use it.

After analyzing several receptors and 47 possibilities
for amino acid mutations, the collaborators finally found the
one that clearly provided an adaptation to the changing phero-
mone structure.

It was a eureka moment, according to Allen and Wan-
ner.

“It was a lot of work,” Wanner added. “We had no ratio-
nal way to know which one it was.”

He noted that the Opus Xpress instrument was critical
for their discovery. Commonly used in pharmacology and
medical research to study how different drugs interact with
their target receptor, the instrument in this case allowed the
researchers to study, in the lab, how the pheromone recep-
tors in the male moth responded to different pheromone
chemicals.

“Without this instrument, we would not have been able
to identify the critical receptor and identify the specific mu-
tation in that receptor that allowed it to adapt to a new phero-
mone structure,” Wanner said.

Leary is lead author on the PNAS paper. Co-authors in
addition to Allen, Wanner, Kavanaugh  and Linn are Peggy
Bunger, a research associate in Wanner’s lab, Jena Luginbill
at UM,and Irene Macallister from the U.S. Army Engineer
Research and Development Center in Champaign, Ill.
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Williston, ND
701-572-8354/866-572-8354

Zahl, ND
701-694-4111

Culbertson, MT
406-787-6606

Fairview, MT
701-844-5775

Savage, MT
406-776-2489

Spotlight on Economics:

The Hole in the
Farm Safety Net

The proposed farm bills (with one exception) for
the 2013-17 period are languishing in Congress and
have a hole in the safety net. It would take a few years
to expose the hole and odds now seem low that it would
occur, but it is there just waiting.

The main safety net is crop insurance, with rev-
enue insurance being the most popular type of policy.
It accounted for 85 percent of the 189 million acres of
corn, soybeans and wheat that were insured this year.

Revenue insurance uses average production his-
tory (APH) yield multiplied by price and then multiplied
by level of coverage to determine the amount of rev-
enue guarantee. Therefore, if the APH or price declines,
so will the guarantee. The price used is determined
from a relatively short period, which is one month.

Fortunately, we have experienced several years
of historically high prices which have provided a strong
crop insurance safety net. Unfortunately, this period,
not coincidently, has ushered in record high costs. For
example, the cost per acre of raising wheat in North
Dakota has doubled since 2006.

The hole in the safety net will be exposed when
there is a significant drop in prices. The crop insurance
revenue guarantee will fall but costs likely will remain
high, at least initially. Potentially, this can expose pro-
ducers to a large financial loss.

In this situation, what can shore up income? Shal-
low-loss programs such as the proposed Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) of the Senate farm bill and the
Revenue Loss Program (RLC) of the House farm bill
are designed to only cover up to 10 percent of crop
income shortfalls when certain criteria are met. Also,
these programs have similar shortcomings as revenue
crop insurance does, but they are slower-acting. Lim-
ited payments are made when a calculated “actual crop
revenue” is less than a calculated “benchmark revenue.”
Five-year Olympic average marketing year prices are
used in the determination of the benchmark revenue.
The impact of falling prices on these safety nets is
slower because a multiyear average price is used.

In concept, the programs that provide the last line
of defense against the impact of falling prices and could
stuff this hole in the farm safety net are the current
Marketing Loan and Countercyclical Payment programs
and the proposed Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program
in the House farm bill.

Loan rates under the current Marketing Loan pro-
gram are an old component of the farm safety net dat-
ing back to the 1933 farm bill. Its mechanisms have
evolved through time, but the loan rate essentially puts
a revenue floor on each bushel produced. The higher
the loan rate, the better the safety net. From 1998
through 2001, market prices were at or below loan rates
and large loan deficiency payments were made to pro-
ducers. However, loan rates have not kept pace to pro-
tect revenue against ever-escalating production costs.

Loan rates have changed little during the past 18
years. In fact, the current soybean loan rate is lower
than it was in 1980! During the past five years (2007
through 2011), loan rates averaged less than one-half
of market prices. All farm program proposals have no
change in loan rates.

The Countercyclical Payment (CCP) program was
initiated in the 2002 farm bill after a series of ad hoc
disaster bills during low price years was necessary to
shore up farm income. Countercyclical payments are
determined by the relationship of target prices to mar-
ket prices. If market prices are below the effective tar-
get price, payments are triggered.

Unlike loan deficiency payments, these payments
are not tied to current production. Instead, payments
are made based on historic production (program yields
and base acres). Like loan rates, CCP target prices
are too low to be considered an adequate safety net.
CCP is eliminated in the 2012 farm bills proposed in
both the Senate and House versions.

The best chance to plug the hole in the price safety
net is the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program pro-
posed in the House farm bill. Producers would have to
choose between the PLC and RLC shallow-loss pro-
gram if this bill becomes law.

Like the current CCP program, PLC payments are
made when the market price is lower than a target or
reference price. However, payments are made on 85
percent of current planted acres, not on historic base
acres.

The PLC reference prices are much higher than
the CCP target prices. For instance, the reference price
under PLC would be $8.40 per bushel for soybeans,
compared with the effective target price of $5.56 per
bushel under CCP.
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Sidney Sugars Incorporated is accepting applications for sugarbeet processing factory positions. The jobs
begin in late September and are available until all beets and juice are processed, about mid-February.

Walk-ins are welcome!
Equal Opportunity Employer • Drug Free Workplace

Apply in person or request an application from:
Sidney Sugars Incorporated

35140 County Road 125 - Sidney, MT - 406-433-9320
Apply at Job Service Work Force Center

211 N Central Ave – Sidney, MT
www.sidneysugars.com

Help Wanted
$13.80/hour
Bid jobs up to $15.22/hour
Opportunity for advancement to full time positions
On the job training
Overtime may be available
Employee Referral Program

Tractors
Massey Ferguson 1540L Tractor (LI) ......

...................................................... Call
Massey Ferguson 1655L Tractor (LI) ......

.....................................................  Call
Massey Ferguson GC2600L Tractor (LI) .

...................................................... Call
Versatile 876 Tractor (LI) .................. Call
03' CIH STX450 Tractor (LI) .............  Call
Versatile 575 4WD Tractor (LM) .............

............................................ Coming in
Sprayers

Brandt QF-1500, 100' Wheel Boom
Sprayer(LI) ................................... Call

Top Air TA1600 Sprayer (LI) ............  Call
Top Air TA1200 Sprayer (LI) ............. Call
Redball 690, 132' Sprayer, Auto Height

(LM) ......................................  $24,999
Summers 100' Wheel Boom Sprayer (LI)

Was $10,500 ......................... Is $7,500
Versatile 275 SP Sprayer (LI) ........... Call

Air Drills
39' Morris Maxim Air Drill w/7 ½ " spacing,
2" steel press wheels  & 6240 TBH Cart

#1307(LI)Was $36,000 ....... Is $29,500
40' John Deere 730 Air Drill, 6" spacing,

knock on sweeps w/787 TBT cart #1383
(LI) Was $32,500 ................. Is $22,500

40' Bourgault 5700 Air Drill, 7" spacing, 2"
steel press wheels w/3225 TBH Cart
#1319 (LI) Was $32,500 ..... Is $22,000

39' Flexi-coil 5000 Air Drill, 9" spacing, 3 ½"
steel press wheels w/2320 TBT Cart
#1315 (LI)Was $38,000 ...... Is $30,000

'97 Gleaner R62 Combine #11387 (LI)
Was $58,000 .......................... Is $51,000
'98 New Holland TR98 Combine (LI) ......

............................................... $50,000
(2) '94 Gleaner R62 Combine #1444, 197

(LI) Was $42,000 ................. Is$35,000
'92 Gleaner R62 Combine #752 (LI) ......
Was $38,000 .......................... Is $32,000
'92 Gleaner R72 Combine (LM) . $29,000
'91 Gleaner R70 Combine #732 (LI) ......
Was $25,000 .......................... Is $18,500
'90 Gleaner R60 Combine #1300 (LI)
Was $22,000 .......................... Is $15,000
(2) '89 Gleaner R60 Combine #673, 128,

1234 (LI) Was $20,000 ........ Is $15,000
'82 Gleaner N7 Combine #1120 (LI) ......
Was $8,500 .............................. Is $5,000
(9) Gleaner N6 Combines (LI) Best Offer
'09 Gleaner 3000 8-30 Corn Header (LM)

................................................. 35,000
Gleaner 400 Short Head (LM) ....  $2,500
Gleaner 22' LM Header (LM) ....... $2,000
30' Gleaner 300 Head 9" Seedeater Pans

(LM) ....................................... $12,000
Case IH 1040 30' Draper Head P/U Reel

(LM) ....................................... $25,000
36' AGCO Draper Head (LM) ....... $9,000
MacDon  FD-70  Flex Draper 40' (LM) .....

............................................... $86,900
MacDon  FD-70  Flex Draper 35' (LM) .....

............................................... $79,900
Miscellaneous Draper Headers (LI) .. Call

Miscellaneous
Dixie Chopper Mowers (in stock) (LI) Call
Cub Cadet Lawnmowers (LM)

Starting at ................................... $1,799
Outback S-Lite Guidance (LM) ....  $900
Outback STS Guidance (LM) ....  $2,000
Outback S3 Guidance (LM) ........ $3,000
Outback EDRIVE TC (LM) ...........  $3800
Outback EDRIVE X (Hyd Kit) (LM)$7,400
Outback EDRIVE X (Steer Ready) (LM) .

................................................. $6,000
Bee Line Granular Box (LI) ............. $500
Mayrath 8"X41' Auger (PTO) (LI)
Was $1500 ............................. Is $14,500
Farm King13"X70' Auger (LI) ...........  Call
Farm King12"X92' Augers (LM)Coming In
Farm King12"X122' Augers (LM) $27,500
Wheatheart 13"X111' Swing Away Auger

(LM) ......................................  $18,000
Geringhoff Sun Lite Fits JD7030 (LM) ....

............................................... $49,999
Sioux Panels & Gates (LI) ................ Call
Ezee-On Post Pounders (LI) ...........  Call
CFR Highline Bale Processor (LI) ..... Call
Grade Master Blades, 7'- 8' - 10' - 12' (LI)

...................................................... Call
Land Pride Box Blades (LI) ............... Call
XL78  Highline Rock Picker(LI) ........ Call
Hy-Grade 1400RS Scraper (LM) ...........

............................................... $18,330
Demco 750 Grain Cart, Tarp & Scale
(LM) ........................................... $33,000
Demco 850 Grain Cart, Tarp & Scale  (LI)

(LM) ....................................... $38,000
Demco 1050 Grain Cart Tarp & Scale
(LI) (LM) ..................................... $45,000
Maurer Header Transport (LM) .... $8,900
707 Leon Loader w/Bucket (LM) $5,500
Service Truck Body - 1 Ton Pickup (LM)

.................................................... $750
1995 Ford F-550 Service Truck (LM) ......

............................................... $12,500
Cub Cadet Enforcer, 54" (LM) ...... $4,500

33' Flexi-coil 5000 Air Drill, 7 ½' spacing, 2"
steel press wheels &1110 TBH Cart

#1426 (LI) Was $23,000 ..... Is $20,000
Case IH 8500 Air Drill (LM) ......... $ 7,000
45' John Deere Hoe Drill, 8" spacing w/

1900 Cart (LI) ......................... $72,500
34' Morris Maxium Air Drill w/7140 Tank

(LI) ......................................... $36,500
' Morris Maxium III Air Drill w/8336 Tank (LI)

...................................................... Call
Hay Equipment

 (2) Massey Ferguson 2856A Balers (LI) .
...................................................... Call

'03 Hesston 956A Auto Cycle Round Baler
(LI)Was $23,500 .................. Is $16,500

'00 Hesston 856A Round Baler (LI)
  Was $19,500 ......................... Is $12,500
4865 New Idea Baler (LM) ........... $5,000

Combines & Headers
'11 Gleaner S77 Combine (LM) $30,5000
'05 Challenger  670 Combine (LM) .........

............................................. $130,000
'03 Gleaner R75 Combine (LM) $135,000
 (3) '02 Massey Ferguson 8780 Combines

(LI) ......................................... $89,500
,02 Gleaner R62 Combine (LM) $95,000
'00 Gleaner R62 Combine (LI)
  Was $89,500 ......................... Is $75,000
'94 Gleaner R62 Combine (LI)
Was $75,900 .......................... Is $65,000
'94 Gleaner R62 Combine (LM) . $25,000
(2) '94 Gleaner R72 Combines (LI) Your

Choice Was $45,000 ........... Is $39,000

Sale prices on all new & used equipment



T & A Seeds 

Andrew Smith 

Beach, ND 

Phone: 701.872.3248 

www.tnaseeds.com 

If we wouldn’t plant it, 
we won’t sell it! 

Contact Andrew Smith, your local Peterson Farms Seed dealer, 
today at 872-3248 or check us out at www.tnaseeds.com. 

Secure 

your seed 

order early to 

ensure availability! 

At T & A Seeds we have first-hand knowledge of the corn we sell, 
because we raise it in our own fields. And if it didn’t work for us, 
we won’t sell it to you. It’s that simple. By evaluating the quality of 
each product ourselves, we can ensure you superior seed and...  
 

...a return on investment you can count on. 

That is why we sell Peterson Farms Seed corn. 
With unparalleled agronomic support and hybrids 
like 24A78, 24N79 NEW!, 37T79, and 34M83 with 
genetics that fit our fields, you can’t go wrong! 

T & A Seeds T & A Seeds 

Quality    Variety    Profitability Quality    Variety    Profitability 
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Lower Yellowstone REA
3200 W. Holly • Sidney

406-488-1602
www. lyrec.com

We will hold our
Coat & Food Drive

the month of October!

Enjoy Your Harvest
Work Safely!

Tim Larson - Manager ....................  (C) 406-480-2666
Roger Nygaard - Field Man .............. (H) 406-392-5573

(C) 406-650-7410

Sidney, MT • 406-482-3513 Office
Sales Every Wednesday • 10 a.m.

Wed., Sept. 12 .........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., Sept. 19 .................................. All Class Yearling Sale

Featuring Tested Open Heifers
Sheep & Horse Sale to Follow

Wed., Sept. 26 .........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., Oct. 3 .............................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., Oct. 10 ...........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., Oct. 17 ...........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., Oct. 24 ...........................................All Class Cattle Sale
Wed., Oct. 31 ...........................................All Class Cattle Sale

Superior Cattlemen’s Fall Classic Sale
September 20th & 21st

Deadline is September 10th

October Sheep Sale Date is Pending.

We are Superior Sellers
Drought Challenges All Aspects of Agriculture

By Bob Stallman
One of the greatest attributes of a general farm

organization such as Farm Bureau is that it represents
farm and ranch families who raise all different types of
food and fiber. At the same time, one of the biggest
challenges facing a general farm organization is that it
represents farm and ranch families who raise all dif-
ferent types of food and fiber. This summer’s drought
brought that fact clearly into focus.

For the third time in four years, corn prices have
topped $7 a bushel. This year, the price has shot past
$8. Livestock farmers and ranchers are painfully see-
ing their revenues melt due to lack of forage supplies
and high feed costs. Compounding their pain are low
prices in the short term due to more animals going to
market so they do not have to be fed.

Feeling tremendous economic pressure, livestock
producers are calling for relief. One highly visible tar-
get is our nation’s Renewable Fuels Standard. Many
are calling for a waiver. In addition to the drought itself,
they blame the government’s renewable fuels man-
date for higher feed costs. If Farm Bureau just repre-
sented cattle, hog or poultry growers, it would be pretty
easy to determine our position. Similarly, if all of our
members grew only corn, our position would be stead-
fast.

American agriculture is a big tent. Farm Bureau
policy supports livestock producers. It also supports
expanding renewable fuels to the maximum amount
possible. Therein lies the rub.

So, how does a general farm organization recon-
cile these two positions, which are both held as funda-
mental and vital, in a year like this?

The simple answer is with great difficulty and a lot

of conversation. But the complexities of this issue trump
simple logic. The economics behind renewable fuels
reflect a new reality that goes well beyond the man-
date. At today’s energy and livestock prices, a bushel
of corn is simply worth more passed through a vehicle’s
tail pipe than it is passed through a chicken or a hog’s
stomach. In fact, one can make a strong case that a
bushel of corn is worth close to $10 per bushel by ex-
tracting all the energy and leaving the protein for an
animal feed.

Nearly the entire petroleum refining industry is set
up to refine oil to 84 octane content, with ethanol added
to boost it to 87 octane. It is actually cheaper for the
refining system to produce 87 octane gasoline using
ethanol than it is to refine oil to a full 87 octane.

It took the RFS mandate to convince the oil com-
panies of that fact. It is fairly certain that oil companies
would revert to a full oil-based fuel and raise the price
of gasoline if the renewable mandate were removed.

 
Further, with oil in the $80-$90 per barrel range,

one recent study suggested that waiving the RFS in
the short-term would only lower the price of corn by
roughly 25 cents. Another suggested that corn prices
next year would be affected anywhere between noth-
ing and $1.30 per bushel.

What we are really facing is a problem of low grain
stocks and of holding enough reserves to get through
this temporary situation. Let me be emphatically clear
on this point: re-creating a government stocks program
does not work for any sector of production agriculture.
History shows that significant price swings are a natu-
ral part of the marketing cycle even before ethanol
and exports were players in the agricultural sector. One
must go back to the 1930s to find the last time we had
a severe drought but did not have the dead weight of
government stocks hanging over the market. And we
saw price swings then very similar to what we are wit-
nessing today.

As farmers and ranchers, whether a producer of
crops or livestock, we know weather and markets are
fickle, taking the shape of friend one minute and foe
the next. Risk protection tools help smooth out those
peaks and valleys, always with an eye toward a better
tomorrow.

But there is no denying the fact that livestock pro-
ducers are in a period of fundamental change. The
challenges they face cannot be minimized. As an or-
ganization, Farm Bureau will continue to have the in-
ternal discussion and work through our policy process
as we always have. We are all of agriculture and will
work toward finding the solution that represents the
combined will and wisdom of our diverse membership.
We are all in this together and we are in it for the long
haul.

eSidney.com
is now

Everything Roundup on the web
Comment on stories and “Like” them on

Facebook directly from our site. Share our site by
email, Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and many more

social networks.
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Low Rate Financing Available On
All New Case IH Equipment

Farmall 75A

Farmall 95Case Maxum 125

Case Puma 160

Case Farmall 35B

Magnum 235

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT

SOLD!SOLD!

Sidney, MT • 2429 W. Holly • 406-488-4400
1-800-624-6540 • Visit our web site at tri-cnty.com

USED TRACTORS
2000 JD 7810, 8878 hrs., 14.9x46 tires, power shift, 3 pnt,
 MFD, 4 remotes, quick hitch .................................................... $54,000
1995 JD 8100, 14.9x46 duals, 3 pt, MFD ................................. $49,900
1994 Case IH 7240, 8827 hrs, MFD, dual loader, 3pt ............... $49,000
JD 4840, 3 pt, PTO ................................................................... $22,500
1983 JD 4650, MFD, 3 pt, 7700 hrs. .................................... Just Traded
JD 4230, 3 pt, 8862 hrs. ...................................................... Just Traded

Case IH 415 Mulcher, 25’ ......................................................... $14,000
Fox Corn Chopper ...................................................................... $4,995
H&S 12R24 Cultivator, guidecones, tunnel shields,
flip up discs ............................................................................. $4,995

Alloway 12R24 Cultivator, flipup discs, tunnel shields ................... CALL
Artsway Belly Mower, 6’, mounts for a Farmall C ................... Consigned
Brillian 24’ mulcher .................................................................. $13,000
2008 FarmKing 10x72 auger ...................................................... $9,500

Concord 4710 Drill, 3000 tow behind cart, hydraulic drive ....... $30,000

2008 Case IH 7010, 380 Sep./520 engine, yield & moisture monitor, long
unloader, like new condition, just traded ............................... $229,000

2005 Macdon 963 Draper head, 35’, bat reel, no transport, gauge wheels
............................................................................................... $31,000
USED HAYING EQUIPMENT
2006 RBX563 Round Baler, wide pickup, mesh wrap,
endless belts, 8,000 bales, good cond. .................................... $26,000
1999 CaseIH RS561 ................................................................. $12,500
1995 CaseIH 8465 ..................................................................... $8,995
1994 CaseIH 8480 Softcore ....................................................... $6,995
1990 Hesston 560 Round Baler .................................................. $5,500
John Deere 530 round baler ........................................................ $5,500
CIH RBX 563 baler, mesh, wide pickup ................................. Just Traded
2008 CaseIH RB564 round baler, 8700 bales, mesh wrap, wide pickup,
endless belts, hydraulic pickup lift, central lube ...................... $29,900

2005 Frontier 18 wheel high capacity rake ................................ $16,000
2003 CaseIH RBX562, MeshWrap, Like New ............................ $24,500
2001 JD 4890 Windrower, 18’ auger head ................................ $39,000
2006 CaseIH WD 1202 Windrower, 16’ head, 980 hrs,
 very good cond. .................................................................. Just Traded
2004 CaseIH WDX 901 Windrower, 18’ head,  950 hrs., new guards &
knives ..................................................................................... $49,000

2000 CaseIH SC416 mower conditioner, 16’, 1000 pto .............. $9,500

SOLD!

SOLD!

Meadow Muffins . . .
Bear-ly
Scared

By Ken Overcast
It had been a good fall, the cattle were all shipped

and the cows were in a fresh field with lots of grass, so
Dick and Billy got the urge to go elk huntin’.

“How ‘bout we load up our horses and some gro-
ceries and head up to the Bob Marshall Wilderness?”
Dick hiccupped as he finished off his breakfast. (A bar-
ley sandwich.)

“That’s a heck of a good idea,” Billy belched in re-
ply. “We can take along our fishin’ poles, too. You gather
up some grub, an’ I’ll run in the horses. I’m sick o’ fixin’
fence anyway.”

In a couple of hours the two ramshackle cowboys
were rattlin’ their way towards the mighty Rocky Moun-
tains with their pickup box loaded down with gear and
a trailer load of horses draggin’ behind. Now, Dick was
a pretty experienced hunter and had been in the “Bob”
lots of times in his younger days, but the only wild game
experience Billy ever had was with the barmaid down
at the Stockman.

“Ain’t there bears up there?” Billy asked his pardner,
trying not to sound too scared.

“Yea!” Dick grinned with a gleam in his eye. “We
might just get one o’ them too!”

“All we got is a couple of elk licenses,” Billy stumbled.
“We better not mess with no bears.”

“Now, how in the dickens is a bear gonna know if ‘n
we got a license ‘er not?” Dick grinned again as he
shifted the old pickup down to pull a hill.

They got to the jump off point at the trailhead into
the wilderness just as the sun was going down, and
made camp there. The next morning they were off
shortly before daylight, riding a couple of their best
mounts and leading three packhorses all loaded up
with their gear. Billy was a little spooked about bein’ in
bear country, although he didn’t want to let on (Cow-
boys are tough, you know.) … but he finally confessed.

“I never did like bears too much,” he remarked as
bravely as he could, looking over his shoulder. “What ‘r
you figgerin’ on doin’ with one if you get ‘im?”

“Heck, we’ll just camp out up here ‘til we eat him
up. Nuthin’ like a good bear steak.”

They were two days packin’ in on the trail and
pitched their camp in a big meadow beside a little
stream that was running over with trout. It was just like

bein’ in Paradise. The next morning found them up at
daylight again, in earnest search of the elk they were
sure they’d find.

Oh, they found them alright, but didn’t have much
luck. Billy shot up all of his shells in the first half a day
and couldn’t hit a thing. Dick didn’t have any luck ei-
ther, but had only gotten off a shot or two. Their guns
were different sizes, so poor ol’ Billy was just up the
creek.

“I told you to bring more shells.”
“I was gonna, but there wouldn’t have been enough

room for the beer.”
That seemed like a reasonable argument, and Billy

was enjoying the ride and the scenery anyway.
Along about two o’clock in the afternoon on the

way back to camp, what should they jump but a big
black bear. Dick didn’t have time for a shot as the old
bruin loped down a slope and into his den in the rocks,
with the boys in hot pursuit. Well, to be honest the boys
really weren’t in agreement about just how fun this was.
Dick was in hot pursuit, but Billy was taggin’ along at a
fairly safe distance. When they got up to the den, they
had a problem. They knew he was in there, but it was
too dark in the hole to get a decent shot. Dick leveled
his rifle at the door of the cave, but Mr. Bruin was too
smart for that. They could hear him in there, but he
wouldn’t come back out.

After a few minutes of waiting, it was time for an-
other plan.

“Go throw a rock in there, Billy,” Dick ordered, still
peering down his gun barrel.

“Not me! I don’t like bears, remember!”
“Dang it, Billy! This might be our only shot. … ’sides

he ain’t a grizzly. It’s just a little black bear. You ain’t
scared are you?”

Cowboys are tough, you know, and that’s one of
the best ways to get ‘em to do something really dumb.
The very suggestion of being afraid was all the en-
couragement that Billy needed. He tied his horse a little
ways away and picked up a hand full rocks and began
chucking them into the door of the cave. There was a
lot of growlin’ coming from in there, and Billy was scared
to death, but he was way too proud to admit it.

“That ain’t workin’, Billy! Get yourself a stick, and



poke him in the face. When he comes out I’ll nail him!”
“I never DID like bears,” Billy thought to himself as

he reluctantly headed to the bear’s den with a long
tree limb. “How in the dickens did I get myself in this
mess anyway?”

This time it worked. Out charged old Bruin with his
teeth a snappin’ and Billy in his sights. Dick was true to
his word, and got a shot off right away. He was sure
he’d hit him good and hard, but the bear had turned
around and headed back into his den. Billy didn’t have
a clue if he’d hit him or not. He had his back turned to
any place a bear might be and was takin’ forty foot
strides down the mountain. He didn’t stop running
for at least a hundred yards.

“Got ‘im!” Dick crowed to Billy as his shaky kneed
pardner finally gained the courage to climb back
up the hill. “... but he crawled back in that dang
hole again.” The boys could hear the low growling
in the cave getting fainter all the time. “Go throw a
rope around his foot, and we’ll drag him out o’ there
with the horse.”

“I never did like bears,” Billy protested.
“For cryin’ out loud, Billy, the durn thing’s dead!

Besides, just as soon as we get him back out where
I can get a good shot I’ll pump another one into
him to make dang sure.”

There was still a little growlin’ coming from the
den as Billy reluctantly headed in the door with the
loop end of his lariat in his hand. It really didn’t take
him very long to find a foot and get the rope on it,
and it took even less time for him to get back out of
there. As soon as the rope tightened up around his
ankle, the growling got louder and the rope started
to jerk violently as Mr. Bruin tried to kick it off.

“He dang shore don’t look very dead to me!”
Billy squeaked, his face white as a ghost.

“Aw, they do that sometimes just before they
croak. Go get your horse and pull him out of there.”

This was the only part of this whole operation
that Billy thought MIGHT be a good idea. He cer-
tainly felt a whole lot more comfortable on horse-
back than he did afoot.

Billy took his dallies and pointed his horse be-
tween a couple of trees. As soon as the slack came
out of the rope, the grumbling from the cave got
louder again.

“OK! Pull ‘im out!” Dick ordered, staring down
his gun barrel.

Billy put the spurs to his horse and headed for
Texas with a mad bear on the end of his rope. Not
only was Mr. Bear not a happy camper, he wasn’t
even wounded. The boys found themselves with a
very healthy and torqued-off bear on the end of
their rope. Things got a little hectic there for a minute
or two, but Dick finally got off a couple of good shots.
Mr. Bear was now dead for sure.

It wasn’t until then they discovered that there
were actually TWO bears in that hole. One of them

WAS dead, but Billy had put his rope around the live
one’s foot.

“Holy Cow! You could o’ got killed in there! Wasn’t
ya scared?” Dick asked his pardner when the dust had
finally settled.

“Naw,” Billy lied through his teeth. “I was just in kind
of a hurry so I put the rope on the first foot I found ...
never did like bears much, though.”

Ken Overcast is a recording cowboy singer that
ranches on Lodge Creek in North Central Montana
where he raises and dispenses B.S.
www.kenovercast.com
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See Us For All Your
Driveline Components

Sidney Livestock Market
Center Open For Business
Wednesday is “Sale Day” in

Sidney. For many, many years
Wednesday was the day to come
to town, go to the livestock sale
and then shop and conduct other
business, before enjoying a great
dinner and heading home. With the
purchase of Yellowstone Live-
stock, Prewitt & Co. is hoping to
bring those days back to Sidney.

The Montana Board of Live-
stock approved the purchase Au-
gust 1 and the new Sidney Live-
stock Market Center, LLC held its
first sale August 8.

Tim and Kristin Larson will
manage the Center, while Christy
Albin will stay as office manager.
Field man Roger Nygaard, as well
as the crew at the yards have
stayed on as well. Plans include
hiring another field man. Superior Livestock sales will con-
tinue.

While there are no big plans as yet, there are lots of
ideas. “We want to run a good, honest, aggressive market
center,” co-owner Rod Prewitt emphasized. Tim Larson
added, ”We want it to be a competitive, fantastic market
like it’s always been.”  Kristin Larson explained that the main
reason they decided to purchase the business was the fear
of losing everything the livestock center brought to Sidney.
“Everybody came to town on sale day, it was a community
day. There was commerce all over town with a lot of it caused
by the livestock sale. We want to get the sales back up to
where they used to be. We have the opportunity to have Ag
at the forefront of the community again with a viable sale
barn.”

Ground has been broken at the livestock yard to house
the new offices of Prewitt & Co, and separately, Sidney
Livestock Market Center.

Larson will be visiting with farmers and ranchers in the
area and welcomes calls concerning all the services Sidney
Livestock Market Center has to offer. “We will try to help
market your animals to the best of our ability,” he stated.
Call 406-482-3513 during the day, or call Tim any time at
406-480-2666.

Montana Make
It With Wool!

The Montana Make It With Wool contest is coming up
soon! The contest’s objectives are:  to promote the beauty
and versatility of wool fabric and yarns, encourage personal
creativity, recognize creative skills and develop life skills.
Make plans now to enter this exciting contest.  The District
5 contest will be held in Sidney, MT on Thursday, October
18.  The contest is open to everyone living in District 5 and
includes the categories: Pre-Teen – 12 and under, Juniors –
17-24, Adults age 25 and older, Made for Others (any age),
Wearable Accessories- district & state level only (any age).
The garments for Juniors, Seniors, Adults and Made for
Others may enter in these categories: One-piece garment,
Two-piece garment, and Ensemble.  Pre-Teens may enter a
dress, jumper, skirt, pants, shorts, vest, sweater, shirt/
blouse, jacket or a combination.  First place winners in the
Junior, Senior, Adult and Made for Others category advance
to the state competition held during the Montana Wool Grow-
ers convention  on November 30 & December 1, 2012 at
the Holiday Inn Grand in Billings MT. The Junior and Senior
winners are eligible to attend the National Finals January 23
– 26, 2013 in San Antonio, Texas.  Entry forms and fees are
due by October 1.  For an entry form or questions please
contact Leslie McMillen at 406-569-2020.

Don’t get nickle & dimed for your online news

(L-R) Tim Larson, Mike Yore and Rod Prewitt have opened the new Sidney
Livestock Market Center.



Pesticide Training Set For
October in South-Central MT

Experts on Montana insects, pesticides, rodents and
weeds will present half-day and all-day workshops from Oct.
8 to 11 to help residents of 11 south-central Montana coun-
ties renew their private pesticide applicator licenses before
the end of the year.

Individuals who wish to purchase, use or supervise the
use of restricted use pesticides on land they own, rent or
lease need a private applicator license. Private applicators
in Big Horn, Carbon, Fergus, Golden Valley, Judith Basin,
Musselshell, Petroleum, Stillwater, Sweetgrass, Wheatland
and Yellowstone counties need to recertify by the end of

2012, said Cecil Tharp, pesticide education specialist with
Montana State University Extension. Those 11 counties lie
within Montana Private Pesticide District number five.

To help private applicators recertify before their licenses
expire, the MSU Pesticide Safety Education and MSU Inte-
grated Pest Management programs will hold seven meet-
ings over four days. The meetings will be held Oct. 8 in
Harlowton and Lewistown; Oct. 9 in Big Timber and Colum-
bus; Oct. 10 in Hardin and Lame Deer; and Oct. 11 in Bill-
ings

All of the workshops will focus on pest management,
but topics within those workshops may vary according to
need. Rodent control, for example, is covered in Big Tim-
ber, Billings and Columbus, while wireworms are covered in
Columbus, Hardin and Lewistown. Sessions in Billings,
Harlowton, Big Timber and Lame Deer address grasshop-
per management and many other topics.

Other workshop topics may include cheatgrass man-
agement in croplands, insect management in a forage al-
falfa system, re-vegetating weed-infested range and pas-
ture, cheatgrass, vertebrate pest control, pesticide safety,
management of winter insect pests on livestock, Roundup-
resistant Kochia, pesticide drift, and mode of action.

South-central Montanans can attend workshops in any
of the 11 counties in their district. They don’t have to attend
the workshop offered in their county, Tharp said.  A variety
of MSU experts and MSU Extension specialists and agents
will conduct the training sessions.

Private applicators will receive three credits for attend-
ing either the morning or afternoon session and six credits
if they attend all day. Government and commercial applica-
tors who attend either a morning or afternoon session will
be qualified to receive three commercial/government appli-
cator credits towards the categories of dealer, demonstra-
tion and research, and agricultural plant pest control.

Montana has five private pesticide districts, with appli-
cator licenses expiring in stages. The private applicator li-
cense certification cycle lasts five years.

Courses in the 2012 Pest Management Tour are open to
the public and any applicator who wants to recertify, but
pre-registration is often required, especially in locations that
offer a free lunch to attendees.  Attendees should contact
their local Extension agent and pre-register.

For locations, contact information and topics to be cov-
ered at each meeting, check the Pesticide Safety Educa-
tion Program website at www.pesticides.montana.edu and
select “2012 Pest Management Tour Throughout South-Cen-
tral MT.” For more information, contact Tharp at
ctharp@montana.edu or (406) 994-5067.
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Killdeer Hwy Acreage: Prime 200 +/- flat contiguous acres
fronting busy Hwy 22 only 3 miles south of Killdeer, ND in Dunn County. 10
surveyed parcels.  3 phase power. Numerous improvements.  Killdeer, ND    call
Clifton 406-860-7319
Bighorn River Farm: 149 acres fronting the Bighorn River and Hwy
47 north of Hardin, Montana.  35 tons/acre sugar beets, 125 bushels/acre malting
barley, and 225 bushels/acre corn have been raised here. Cheap flood irrigation,
fertile soils, long growing season, local markets.  North of Hardin, MT   call Clifton
406-860-7319
Cannonball River Ranch:  1,248 deeded acres, 1 mile
Cannonball River, 5,800 SF hand-peeled log home/lodge, separate care-takers
residence, hip roof barn, excellent variety of game birds & deer, a great place for
family & friends.  5 miles west of Lake Oahe.  45 miles south of Bismarck, ND.  Call
Clifton 406-860-7319
King Ranch: This ranch has 3,100 contiguous deeded acres, farms 1,200
acres, and summers 200 cows.  The 6,100 sq ft executive 6 bedroom home has
outstanding views of the Beartooth and Crazy Mountains. The King Ranch is 20
miles NW of Billings, MT, $2,690,000. Call Jeff Klaus-406-855-1081
Philipsburg Valley Ranch:This 550-600 cow ranch has 7
pivots, and puts up 1,600 ton of hay. There are 2 miles of Trout Creek.   Elk frequent
the ranch in large numbers.   Moose, sheep & mountain goats are in this area.
Georgetown Lake (summer water skiing) and winter snow skiing at Discovery Basin
are 10 minutes away.  Phillipsburg, MT   Call Clifton 406-860-7319

Dry Creek Ranch: This 480 acre ranch has irrigated hay meadows
and dense pine timber creating a wildlife paradise.  The shooting preserve license can
be renewed.  Pheasants, turkeys, deer, and routinely elk dine here.  The modest
ranch improvements adjacent to the county road are only 3 miles southwest of
Melstone, MT Call Jeff Klaus-406-855-1081
Twin Creeks Ranch:  ½ mile of the South Fork of MacDonald Creek
and one half mile of Duncan Creek join on the ranch.  The 3,700 sq ft home, barn,
shop, corrals, and outbuildings are picture perfectly maintained.  18 miles from
either Lewistown or Grass Range, or just west of the pristine village of Forest Park,
MT   Call Jeff Klaus-406-855-1081
South Willow Creek Pasture:Currently this property is
returning $32,808 annually in CRP payments plus hay and/or grazing income
creating an excellent investment. Large mule deer bucks have been taken.  There is a
well, with electricity, and a pipeline. This 2320 acre fenced property borders Hwy 12
only 5 miles east of Roundup, MT Call Jeff Klaus-406-855-1081

Clifton M Berglee, DVM
(406) 628-2341 • (406) 860-7319/c

1994 JOHN DEERE 8570, (250 ENG HP), 4WD, 12 SPD TRANS, 4 HYDS,
20.8X38 DUALS ........................................................................... $55,000

2001 CASE IH STX325, 5271 HOURS ............................................. $95,000

2011 JD 8285R (285 ENG HP), POWERSHIFT, MFWD, 3 PT W/ QUICK
HITCH, 4 HYDS, PTO, 380/90R45 DUALS, 380/80R38 FRT, SNGLS LOW
HOURS, FACTORY WARRANTY .................................................... $202,750

 2004 JD 7920, (170 HP), IVT TRANS., MFWD, 3 PT W/ QUIK HITCH, 3
HYDS, PTO, 480/80R46 DUALS .................................................... $99,500
2004 JOHN DEERE 7920 (170-HP), IVT TRANS, MFWD, 4-PT HITCH WITH
QUICK HITCH, 4 HYDS, 380/90R50 DUALS ..................................  $97,500

1976 JD 4630, (150HP), QUADRANGE, 20.8X38, PTO, JD DOZER $16,500
1973 JOHN DEERE 4430, (125 PTO HP), QUAD RANGE TRANS., DUAL PTO,

2 HYDS, 20.8X34 DUALS .............................................................. $12,500
1995 CASE IH 7220 MFWD WITH WOODS 360 LOADER ................  $52,500
2010 JD 8320R MFWD ...............................................................  $239,500
2008  JD 8130 MFWD ................................................................  $127,500
2007 JD 7930 MFWD .................................................................  $119,500
2010 JD 7130, 1880 HRS ............................................................. $74,500
1975 JD 8430 .............................................................................   $15,000
1979 JD 8640 WITH 12' DOZER ..................................................... $24,500
IH 766, (85 HP), CAB, 2 HYDS, 18.4X34 DUALS, 5' SIDE MOUNT MOWER ...

...................................................................................................... $7,450

2011 JD 7130 WITH 741 LOADER ............................................... $109,500
2010 JD 7130 WITH H360 LOADER ............................................... $92,750
1998 JD 7810 WITH 740 SL LOADER ............................................. $54,500
JD 5085M MFWD WITH 563 NSL LOADER ..................................... $67,500
JD 5055E WITH 553 LOADER ......................................................... $30,000
1976 JD 4230 WITH FH 358 LOADER ............................................ $17,500
1968 JD 3020 WITH F-11 LOADER .................................................. $7,500
2000 JD 7810 WITH 740SL LOADER .............................................. $69,500

2008 JD 9770 STS, 520/85R38 DUALS, CONTOUR MASTER, CHOPPER,
LOW HOURS ....................................................................................... CALL

2000 JD 9750 STS .............................................................................. CALL
2008 JOHN DEERE 9670 STS W/ 520/80R38 DUALS, CHOPPER .......... CALL
2006 JD 9660STS, DUALS, CHOPPER .................................................. CALL
1992 JD 9600 ..................................................................................... CALL
2002 JD 9650 STS, 800/65X32 SINGLES, CHOPPER, GRAIN TANK EXT ......

.......................................................................................................... CALL
2010 JD 630R PLATFORM (LOT F730) ................................................. CALL
1983 JD 7720, 24.5X32, STRAW AND CHAFF SPREADER, 224 PLATFORM .

.......................................................................................................... CALL
2008 JD 936D PLATFORM ................................................................... CALL
2004 JD 893 CORNHEAD ....................................................................  CALL
2004 JD 635F ...................................................................................... CALL
2008 JD 630 R HEADER ...................................................................... CALL
2009 JD 635D HEADER (LOT # H042) ................................................ CALL
1997 MACDON 962D PLATFORM (LOT F987) ....................................... CALL
2006 MACDON 973 D PLATFORM (LOT # H056) ................................. CALL
JD 930 PLATFORM (LOT F739) ............................................................ CALL
2005 JD 630F  (LOT  F873) ................................................................. CALL
JD 635F HYDRA-FLEX .......................................................................... CALL
2009 CASE IH 2010 RIGID PLATFORM, BAT REEL, LESS THAN 100 HOURS .

.......................................................................................................... CALL
ELMER 30' HEADER TRLR .................................................................. $1950

2003 JD 567 ROUND BALER (LOT F886) ....................................... $24,500
2009 JD 568 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICK-UP, BIG TIRES, NET WRAP ...........

.................................................................................................... $33,500
2010 JD 568 ROUND BALER (LOT H032) ....................................... $41,500
2008 JD 568 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICK-UP, BIG TIRES, NET WRAP ...........

.................................................................................................... $31,500

Financing On Used Tractors
AS LOW AS

PRE-HARVEST SAVINGS!

3.5%
OAC

SUNRISE EQUIPMENT
2900 W. Holly, Sidney • 406-488-3112 • 1-800-967-3597 • www.sunriseequipment.biz

BEET EQUIPMENT

LOADER TRACTORS

USED MFWD & 2WD TRACTORS

USED COMBINES

4WD TRACTORS

TILLAGE

ROUND BALERS

MISCELLANEOUS

FINANCING ON BALERS
FOR 36 MOS OAC0%

2005 JD 567 ROUND BALER, WIDE PICKUP, NET WRAP ................ $22,500
2005 JD 567 ROUND BALER (LOT H035) ....................................... $21,900
2003 JD 567 ROUND BALER (LOT H041) ....................................... $21,500
2005 JD 567 ROUND BALER (LOT H029) ....................................... $16,500
1991 JD 535 ROUND BALER (LOT F869) ......................................... $6,500
2002 JD 567 ROUND BALER (LOT H051) ............................................. CALL
1989 JD 535 ROUND BALER ............................................................. $8500
2002 CASE IH RBX 561 ROUND BALER .......................................... $16,900
2006 VERMEER 605 ROUND BALER (LOT F984) ............................ $21,500
1998 VERMEER 605L ..................................................................... $11,500
2006 NH BR780 ROUND BALER (LOT F985) ................................... $16,500
CASE RBX562 ROUND BALER (LOT H049) ...................................... $12,500
CIH 8460 ROUND BALER (LOT H031) ............................................... $3,500
1993 VERMEER 605K ROUND BALER (LOT F843) ............................ $7,950
JD 510 ROUND BALER (LOT F828) ................................................... $1,500
CIH 8480 ROUND BALER (LOT F934) ............................................... $5,500

ARTSWAY 9420 BEET HARVESTER, 6 ROW, 24" ROW-FINDER, REAR STEER
.................................................................................................... $19,500

ARTSWAY 9420 BEET HARVESTER, 6ROW, 24" ROW-FINDER, STEERABLE ...
.................................................................................................... $17,500

1993 ARTSWAY 690 BEET HARVESTER (LOT F955) ........................ $16,500
 RED RIVER 624 BEET HARVESTER, 6 ROW, 24" ROW-FINDER, REAR STEER

.................................................................................................... $13,500
RED RIVER 624N BEET HARVESTER, 6 ROW, ROW-FINDER, REAR STEER, ...

.................................................................................................... $13,500
ARTSWAY 786A DEFOLIATOR, 6 ROW, KNIFE SCALPERS .................. $8500
ARTSWAY 786A DEFOLIATOR, 6 ROW, REAR STEER .......................... $4500
RED RIVER DEFOLIATOR ................................................................... $2,500

2002 JD 2700 MULCH RIPPER (LOT H058) ................................... $21,500
AGCO ULTRA MULCHER (LOT F885) ............................................... $16,500
CASEIH 415  30' ROLLER HARROW, S-TINES .................................. $16500
ACE 5 BOTTOM TWO-WAY PLOW,  IN FURROW, 16" .......................... $2950
HARREL 2804 SWITCH PLOW, 4 BOTTOM, 16' .................................. $1950
IH 145 5 BOTTOM IN-FURROW TWO-WAY PLOW ............................... $4950
JD 960 FIELD CULTIVATOR (LOT H021) .......................................... $12,500
NOBLE FIELD  CULTIVATOR 24' (LOT F988) ....................................... $1,250
WESTGO FIELD CULTIVATOR, 20', HARROWS ..................................... $2250

REMAN 2600 GS2 DISPLAY (LOT F948) ..........................................  $1,650
2009 ARTIC CAT XTX PROWLER W/ FRONT BLADE
(LOT F924) ........................................................................................ $8750
2008 YAMAHA RHINO 700EL (LOT F957) .......................................... $8950
HAYBUSTER H-1100 TUB GRINDER ................................................ $12,500
JD 740 LOADER, 7000 SERIES MOUNTS, 8' BUCKET, GRAPPLE, JOYSTICK ..

...................................................................................................... $8,500
2007 BRANDT 13X70 AUGER (LOT H047) ...................................... $17,500
1993 REM 552 GRAIN VAC (LOT F998) ............................................ $5,500
WESTFIELD AUGER (LOT H052) ........................................................ $2,000
WOODS S106 DB MOWER (LOT H003) ............................................  $1,750
DIAMOND 72" & 62" MOWERS (LOT F620) ...................................... $2,500
WOODS 3240 BATWING .................................................................... $9950



Montana Farm Bureau Pleased Final
Bison Trial Phase Set for Nov. 5

The Montana Farm Bureau Federation is pleased
with the progress made to date on the Yellowstone Bi-
son trial taking place in Park County. In a conference
call this morning, Hertha Lund, attorney for MFBF,
noted three-quarters of the testimony for the trial has
been completed, with the final phase scheduled in Park
County Nov. 5. The final phase will include two hours of
testimony to finish the trial along with hearing a sum-
mary judgement motion including MFBF’s challenge
that the state didn’t comply with the Montana Environ-
mental Policy Act report.

“We believe our attorney has done an outstanding
job defining and defending the interest of our mem-
bers and property owners around the state,” says MFBF
Executive Vice President Jake
Cummins.

MFBF is concerned that al-
lowing bison to roam freely out-
side of Yellowstone National Park
Boundaries creates not only an
increased risk of disease trans-
mission but also a risk of prop-
erty damage and potentially per-
sonal injury to Gardiner area resi-
dents.   Even as the court case
disputing allowing bison out of the
park for four months is being
heard, the state is taking com-
ments on allowing them out year
round and expanding the bound-
ary to Yankee Jim Canyon north
of Gardiner. Because of the on-
going trial, the bison have not
been permitted to leave the park.

John Youngberg, director of
Governmental Affairs for Mon-
tana Farm Bureau, finds the pro-
posal to allow bison to roam year
round puzzling. “We are in court
questioning whether they should
be allowed out at all, yet the state
is already planning year round
occupancy in an even bigger
area.  The state talks about adap-
tive management as being a part
of the Interagency Bison Manage-
ment Plan yet they continue to
ignore the fact that the document
also requires there to be separa-
tion between cattle and bison. 

You can’t pick and choose which parts of the docu-
ment you want to live by.”

Youngberg also notes, “These aren’t Whitetail deer,
they have little fear of humans and have the potential
to damage property and inflict injury on area residents.”

Les Graham, MFBF’s livestock advisor who has
been attending the trial, pointed out one outrageous
idea that came forth. “I believe the most interesting
part of the trial was when a Montana Fish and Wildlife
& Parks representative testified they were going to build
panel corrals for the kids to be safe from the bison at
the bus stop,” Graham noted. “It seems some govern-
ment officials feel it makes more sense to corral our
kids instead of corralling the bison.”
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NDRA Finals Rodeo
Coming Out of the Chutes

in Watford City
By Jaimee Green

Roping. Riding. Guts. Glory. Do you really need
more of a hint than that? Well, okay then! Here it goes.
It’s rodeo time in Watford City and that, ol’ partner, is
reason enough to scrape the mud off those cowboys
boots, grab your best duds and mosey on into town to
one of the wildest rodeos in the northwest.

The two-day NDRA Rodeo Finals event will fea-
ture the talents of North Dakotas’ top 12 competitors
in nine events, as they try to become the 2012 NDRA
State Champion.

The event is taking place Sept. 7-8 with rodeo ac-
tion starting at 7:00 p.m. and will include a Calcutta at
the McKenzie County Fairgrounds inside the indoor
arena, followed by a Play in the Dirt Dance. Go-around
prizes will be awarded during the dance to each night’s
top contestants. The beer garden opens Friday at 6:00
p.m.

Other events are scheduled for Saturday includ-
ing the Watford City High School Club Rodeo at 9:00
a.m. along with a team roping event to follow at 10:00
a.m.

The Saturday NDRA Rodeo again starts at 7:00
p.m. with champions crowned during the evening per-
formance.

Even if you’re an avid rodeo-goer, this particular
venue offers something a
little different from your av-
erage outdoor arena.
“Watching the rodeo in-
doors really gets you up
close to the action. Many
of these competitors are
amateur performers who
go professional. When you
mix that with some of the
best rodeo stock there is,
watching it all from 50 feet
away is really a good time,”
said Gene Veeder, a NDRA
Rodeo Finals Committee
member.

This year, the regional
musical talents of Lone-
some Willy, will again per-
form for each night’s dance.

This year marks the celebration of 59 years of the
North Dakota Rodeo Association with this being the 14th

annual event taking place in Watford City.
“It’s been interesting these past few years. This event

draws people from all over. Our biggest challenge is
having enough sleeping accommodations for people
traveling to the area. We have been informing all of the
competitors of the housing shortage to ensure they plan
their trip accordingly. But, this event is fun because there
are so many new faces. There are people who love
rodeo and those who have never been to one,” said
Veeder.

Money generated from this event is part of an an-
nual fundraiser that benefits a number of area organi-
zations, including the Eagles Club, McKenzie County 4-
H and the Oilers Hockey Club.

Rodeo stock were chosen by judges and perform-
ers and selected from a wide variety of stock contrac-
tors to help ensure the best competition.

“The key that binds this event together is that while
it’s a rodeo it’s also a reunion for the 300 to 400 cow-
boys and cowgirls who come together. It’s really a cel-
ebration where you can be sure you will see some fa-
miliar faces while making new friends,” Veeder said.

Admission is $12 for adults, $8 for students ages 7-
18 and children 6 and under is free.
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