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Wheat Prices Soar As Supply Chain 
Disruptions Continue

By Anna Dragseth 
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DA1636

Extend the life of your irrigation machines by 

scheduling our factory-trained technicians 

to maintain peak performance. Ensure your 

irrigation equipment will be ready for the  

growing season.  

Agri Industries is your local irrigation expert, 

equipped to help you produce greater yields 

with less water and energy for a greater return 

on your investment.

We offer:
 •  Valley pivot sales and installation services
 •  Floating irrigation pump installation  

and repair
 •  Valley Genuine Parts 
•  Pipeline installation

valleyirrigation.com | agriindustries.com

Billings, MT • 2639 Belknap Ave • 406-248-4418

Miles City, MT • 2106 S Haynes Ave • 406-234-2309

Sidney, MT • 1775 S Central Ave • 406-488-8066

Williston, ND • 3105 2nd St. W • 701-572-0767

Powell, WY • 863 Road 8 • 307-754-7204" We Can Do It All!  
No Subs Needed."
Licensed in MT, ND, WY

TIME TO MAKE SURE 
YOUR PIVOTS ARE 
READY FOR THE SEASON!

Agri Industries Offers 
These Services:

• Valley® Pivot Sales • Installation Services & Parts
• Floating Irrigation Pumps • Installation & Repair
• Electrical • Pipelines • Heating & Cooling
• Water Well Drilling & Well Maintainence • Full Parts Counter
• Plumbing • Trenching • Boring • Directional Drilling

“We Can Do It All! 
No Subs Needed.”

www.agriindustries.com | Licensed in MT, ND & WY

Sidney, MT ............................. 1775 S Central Ave ... 406-488-8066
Billings, MT .............................. 2639 Belknap Ave ... 406-248-4418
Miles City, MT ........................2106 S Haynes Ave ... 406-234-2309
Williston, ND .................................3105 2nd St W ... 701-572-0767
Powell, WY .........................................863 Road 8 ... 307-754-7204

3200 W. Holly • Sidney, MT | 406-488-1602 • www.lyrec.coopll rec600222
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Professor Dilpreet Bajwa is leading an MSU project to create cellulose

salts used to capture and store heat in industrial settings. (MSU Photo by
Adrian Sanchez-Gonzalez)

By Marshall Swearingen, MSU News Service
Bozeman — An emerging energy storage technology could soon have an 

unexpected ally thanks to research at Montana State University: the pulp left over 
from processing sugar beets into sugar.

Backed by a $1.7 million grant from the U.S. Department of Energy, a team of 

cellulose nanocrystals that shows promise for improving how heat is captured and 
recycled in a variety of industrial settings. The project also includes two federal labs 
and North Dakota State University, with MSU receiving $353,000 of the funding.

“This is a totally new application of cellulose nanocrystals,” said Dilpreet Bajwa, 

Asbjornson College of Engineering, who is leading the MSU effort.
Bajwa, an expert in the tiny, extremely hard particles derived from breaking 

when heated, can store much more heat per a given volume than materials like 

generate heat that can then spin electricity-generating turbines. They also have a 
range of potential applications in other industries, including saltwater desaliniza-
tion and oil production, according to Bajwa. “A lot of industry produces so much 

-

third,” Bajwa said.
The heat-storing salts also have a crystalline structure, which tends to break 

that the nanocrystals may act like a scaffold that helps prevent that, Bajwa noted. 

typical cellulose nanocrystals derived from wood interact with various solutions 
of the heat-storing salts. Collaborators at North Dakota State University will then 
measure how the nanocrystal-enhanced solutions perform.

and could have such a widespread impact,” said Blake, who said the project aligns 
with his longtime interest in energy sustainability.

In a second phase of the project, the tests will be repeated after the MSU 
researchers explore methods for creating the cellulose nanocrystals from sugar 
beets. Typically, making the tiny particles involves subjecting woody material to 
intense heat and chemicals to break down the cell walls, but extracting sugar from 
sugar beets may preemptively aid that process, Bajwa said.

The material is abundant. In 2020, Montana ranked sixth in the nation for sugar 
beet production, with farmers producing 1.2 million tons of sugar beets valued at 

sugar processing that right now has very little value,” Bajwa said.
Researchers at Idaho National Laboratory will focus on a study of how the 

nanocrystals improve the durability of the salt over the course of heating cycles. 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory will compare the performance of the nanocrys-

tal-enhanced salts to other methods of heat and energy storage.

salt-based energy storage technologies,” Bajwa said, “and also open the door for 
a high-value byproduct for the sugar beet industry.”

MSU Researchers Explore Potential Of Sugar Beet 
Byproduct To Enhance Energy Storage Technology

Department of Livestock Revises 
Brands Policy to Better Serve 
Montana Ranchers

 Submitted by Chelsi Bay
Helena, MT - On Monday, April 4, the Montana Department of Livestock 

(MDOL) implemented an updated policy for recording, transferring, and rerecord-
ing of brands. 

The policy was developed by a committee of state legislators, representatives 
of industry organizations, members of the Board of Livestock, and MDOL staff 

brands. Major changes include additional acceptable characters, more lenient 

“The new Brand Policy will greatly increase the options for recording a live-
stock brand in the state of Montana,” said Brands Administrator Ethan Wilfore. 
“The development of the policy is also a great example of cooperative work done 
by different branches of government and industry organizations in the state.” 

The “Department of Livestock Policy for Recording, Transferring, and Rere-
cording of Brands” is available to view on the website at www.liv.gov.

The mission of the Montana Department of Livestock is to control and erad-
icate animal diseases, prevent the transmission of animal diseases to humans,
and to protect the livestock industry from theft and predatory animals. For more 
information on the MDOL, visit www.liv.mt.gov.
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Your agronomist specialist team
helping you feed the future.

BE READY FOR SPRING PLANTING!
Chemicals, Seed, Inoculants & Liquid Fertilizer for the 2022 Growing Season

Chet Hill (Sidney) ..................406-413-0309

Jillian Mahlen (Williston) .......701-570-0322

//
//
//
//
//

Give us a call and we will send one of our 
highly qualified technicians to your field 

for exceptional service!

www.reinke.com

Fertilizer & Irrigation
Sales & Service

Fairview, MT • 701-844-5300

THAT’S 100% REINKE CERTIFIED

From high-strength steel to our industry 
leading warranties, count on Reinke for 
innovative solutions to maximize your fields’ 
productivity season after season. All backed 
by your local Reinke irrigation dealer.

REINKECERTIFIED.COM
LEARN MORE AT
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By NDSU Agriculture Communication 

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Confirmed In 
Wild & Domestic Birds In North Dakota



FOR MORE INFORMATION ON CASE IH  
MAGNAPOWER BATTERIES, CONTACT US TODAY.

For farm equipment, you need batteries that can handle extreme conditions. Case IH MagnaPower 
batteries are built to take a pounding. Flame treated support ribs for improved strength, and four to 
six pounds heavier than the competition, these batteries are specifically designed to withstand the 
vibrations and jolts that can knock the life out of other brands. With epoxy-secured plates, they last 
longer than automotive batteries, which saves you time and money. For maximum power under  
punishing in-the-field conditions, use Case IH MagnaPower batteries. 

MAGNAPOWER™. ALWAYS READY.

Case IH and CASE are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. CNH Industrial Genuine Parts is a trademark
in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.   www.caseih.com

MRC

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT, INC.
2429 W HOLLY STREET
SIDNEY, MT 59270
406-488-4400
www.tri-cnty.com
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Department Of Livestock Asks Montanans 
To Be Aware Of Avian Influenza

Submitted by Chelsi Bay 
Helena, MT – The Department of Livestock (DOL) is asking 

18 states to date in 2022. HPAI spreads rapidly and is associated 
with severe disease and high death loss.

-

-

while inconvenient, can be done with no additional expense to 

-

possible and preventing wild birds from accessing food and water 

clothes and footwear when caring for birds, and isolating new birds 

of the wattle, comb, or legs.

or directly to DOL at 406-444-2976. AI is a reportable disease 

-

in infected birds.
-

The mission of the Montana Department of Livestock is to 
control and eradicate animal diseases, prevent the transmission 

Montana Department of Livestock, visit liv.mt.gov.
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REAL ESTATE IS OUR BUSINESS!
406-482-4480 | 120 2nd Ave SW • Sidney, MT

Mon-Fri: 9am - 5pm • Sat & Sun By Appointment
www.beagleproperties.com

LAND FOR SALE
CTY RD 130

C
TY

 R
D

 3
50

Hay
Creek

Rare Find - 250 Acres
North of Sidney
• Acreage located just off CR 350 & 

accessed from CR 130
• Hay Creek runs through it, providing 

water & wildlife cover
• Older mobile home & some corrals on 

the property
• Most of acreage is pasture land
• Excellent homesite or development area

$636,325
$2,500/Acre

We Are Your Trusted 
Seed Advisors

Our goal
is your

success!

0% Financing Options Available

Contact your trusted seed advisor below
 Jim Johnson Doug Preskey John Slater Tyler Kostelecky Leon Kolschefski Kris Kubal Ethan Bakken
 LANGDON, ND WESTERN ND NORTHERN ND HETTINGER, ND BUTTE, ND KEENE, ND LIGNITE, ND

 701-361-8958 701-339-1230 701-240-3010 701-260-5677 701-626-1572 701-421-7140 701-310-5007 

From PLANNING 
to PLANTING - 
Your TRUSTED 
SEED ADVISOR

> ND Certifi ed seed conditioner 
& bulk retail facility

> Custom seed treating
> Branded seed treatments & 

innoculates

www.customgrainseed.com

Small Grains | Canola | Corn | Soybeans | Sunflowers | Beans | Seed Treatments
Inoculants | Biologicals | Pulse Crops | Flax | Forage Crops | Custom Mixes

Custom Seed 
Cleaning

Custom Grain & Seed Offi ce 701-256-2599
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28th Production Sale

APRIL 14-16, 2022
Internet Auction

BillPelton.com

SELLING:

30
8
100

Yearling Angus 
and Red Angus 

Bulls

Angus Two-
Year-Old Bulls

Commercial 
Fancy

replacement 
heifers

BWF, Black and
Red Angus

REALISTIC
Real World:  Functional Not PamperedEconomical:  Priced and BredAngus:  Thick, Deep Ribbed, Easy Fleshing, Calving EaseLongevity:  Providing Trouble Free GeneticsIntegrity:  Honest, Practical Data and ResultsS

  Over 80% Repeat BuyersT
  Black & Red AngusInheritability:

onvenience:  Free Delivery, or $50 off if picked up Sale Day

Doug & Ceylon Feiring
6698 94th Ave. NW.  Powers Lake, ND 558773

Fax:  (701) 628-1258  dfeiring6@gmail.com
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R
C

Rambur
Charolais

R
C

44th Annual Bull Sale
APRIL 9, 2022   |   1 P.M.

SIDNEY, MONTANA

FREE-FEED UNTIL TURNOUT | DELIVERY AVAILABLE

35 TOP-END REGISTERED 
ANGUS HEIFERS

100 CHAROLAIS BULLS
50 ANGUS BULLS

Selling

R
C

R
C

RAMBURCHAR.COM
HOWARD RAMBUR | 406-489-3255

34790 COUNTY ROAD 118 SIDNEY, MT 59270
RC1MIDRIVERS.COM

@RAMBURCHAROLAIS
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Farming can seem pretty straightforward, 
but you know it is anything but that.  
A truly staggering amount of planning,  
technology and sweat equity goes into 
every season.  

The same can be said for the seed  
you plant. While seemingly simple, that 
little blue seed represents a symphony  
of breeding adjustments and science— 
orchestrated to deliver the right traits  
for your region and engineered for the 
upcoming season. 

When you partner with Betaseed’s  
breeding team, planting doesn’t represent 
the beginning. Instead it serves as the 
latest chapter of a trusted partnership  
that has been over 50 years in the making.

 

 

© 2021 Betaseed
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Sidney Native Advocates  
For Agriculture On National Level

By Anna Dragseth
Sarah Rachor, Sidney, is helping advocate for agriculture at both the state 

and national level.
She recently attended the 120th Anniversary National Farmers Union Con-

vention Denver, CO, providing a voice for farmers by serving as a delegate for 
Montana Farmers Union and serving as Policy Committee chair. 

Fairness for Farmers, Family Farming and Supply Chains, Family Farming and 
Agricultural Workforce and Food Processing Reform, Family Farming and Climate 
Change, and Family Farming and Dairy Policy Reform.

organization and has been actively involved on the national level for three years. 
Before her involvement, Rachor spent 15 years traveling around the country 

father operate a 600-acre irrigated farm in Sidney. 

-

Rachor explained that this helps legislators make decisions on something that
they may not have seen in their district before. 

-
cessing.

organizations. 

involved, visit https://montanafarmersunion.com.

Sarah Rachor.  
(Photos submitted)
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MSU/Richland County Extension 
Listening Session April 19

Soil Sampling & Sidney 
Community Garden
Submitted By Marley Manoukian, MSU Richland County Extension Agent

By Carrie Krug - Josie Evenson - Marley Manoukian



Don't Lose Pounds to
Infertile or Subfertile Bulls!

All bulls should have a breeding soundness exam each year. Bulls can 
be fertile one year & go bad the next! 

We can test your bulls according to Society for Theriogenolgy 

(reproduction) standards. When we test bulls we will:

1. Measure the scrotal circumference
2. Palpate internal sex organs
3. Inspect penis & sheath for warts & other problems
4. Collect sperm & observe them under high power microscope for abnormalities.

PLEASE CALL AHEAD. 
APPOINTMENT REQUIRED!

We do bulls from 12 months to 12 yrs. of age. Larger 

groups of bulls can be done on your ranch. Individuals 

& trailer loads can be done Monday-Friday in the clinic.

Williston, ND
701-572-7878

1-800-828-6681
Doctors Lee Garbel, Jody Smith, Heidi Folden, Shayla Sorenson, Melanie Philippi & Abbigael Gutierrez

Williston, ND
701.572.8354
866.572.8354

Wildrose, ND
701.539.2272

Zahl, ND
701.694.4111

Culbertson, MT
406.787.6606

Fairview, MT
701.844.5775

Savage, MT
406.776.2489

horizonresources.coop
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Soil Acidity Study Seeks North 
Dakota Producers With Acidic Soil

By Anna Dragseth
The Dickinson Research Extension Center (DREC) 

is performing soil acidity studies on land throughout 
North Dakota. 

Dickinson Research Extension Center director and soil 
scientist, is leading the project. 

“Soil acidity is a big soil health issue that has come 
to the forefront in the past 4-5 years, and we are trying 

these soils.”
Augustin and DREC staff performs the soil acidity 

and collects soil samples outside of the hoop and applies 
varying amounts of lime to the inside of the hoop.  

When the crop is ready to be harvested, the research 

hoop section. 
“At some point around October to November, the 

following fall, we go back out and sample soil within 
the hoop to see what the lime did to that soil,” added 
Augustin. 

Last year, the team performed the experiment with 
0, 2, 4, 8, and 16 tons of lime per acre. 

They worked with 11 producers across the western 
half of North Dakota. 

Performing the study on a variety of environments 
allows the team to account for a huge variable of soils 
and climate.

“I am actually analyzing 1,200 soil samples that we 
have been doing research trials on for the past year,” 
he added. 

They will be doing the study a little differently this 
year, applying 0, 0.5, 1, 2, 4, and 8 tons of lime per acre. 

“We are doing this to account for some of those 
lower application rates. What we are seeing is a pretty 
good response with how much is applied and how that 
affects soil pH.” 

“We are reaching out and pitching this project to 
farmers; we have a handful of sites lined up but are looking for more.”

 “This year, we are looking for more producers. We want to be out in the se-

happens to that pH over the course of a growing season.”

“I really enjoy meeting farmers and learning about their operation and how 
they do things. Also having those ah-ha moments discovering new things and 
having the science to help farmers,” he said. “I enjoyed science fair growing up 
and those ah-ha moments when you learn stuff is something I still really enjoy.”

If you are a North Dakota producer and have a site with pH less than 5.5, give
the Dickinson Research Center a call. 

Dickinson Research Extension Center Director Chris Augustin speaks at MonDak Ag Days in Sidney 
March 3.
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Surface Applied Lime Impacts on North Dakota No-till Soils 
Chris Augustin1and Ryan Buetow2 
1Director, North Dakota State University, Dickinson, ND, 58601, 2Extension Cropping System Specialist, North Dakota State University, Dickinson, ND, 58601  E-Mail: Chris.Augustin@ndsu.edu 

•  
•

•
•  

Figure 2. Locations of experimental sites in North Dakota7. 

9. SAS Institute Incorporated. 2019.. Statistical analysis software, Version 9.4. SAS Institute Incorporated. Cary, NC.  

10. Sikora, F.J. 2006. A buffer that mimics the SMP buffer for determining lime requirement of soil. Soil Sci. Soc. Am. J. 70:474-486.
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*Applied as tons of lime/ac. Parentheses values are 
tons of waste lime/ac. 

    

   
Tons of Calcium 
Carbonate/Acre 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

*r2 was significant at the 0.05 level. 
**x variable is desired soil pH at the 0-3 inch depth. y variable is 
ton of lime/ac. 
n is the number of samples from each soil environment. 

       
 

   % 
       

       
       
       
       

       
       

       
*Applied as tons of lime/ac. Parentheses values are tons of waste lime/ac. 

 

Table 1. Beet lime impacts on soil pH at various depths. 

Table 2. Beet lime impacts on soil nutrients at the 0-6 inch depth. 

Table 3. Regression analysis and predicted lime needed to 
raise soil pH at the 0-3 inch depth. 

Figure 3. Hand application of waste lime. 
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1601 S Central Ave
Sidney, MT

Mon-Fri: 7am - 5:30pm 
406-433-3858

KEEP YOUR TRAILERS WORKING

AS HARD AS YOU DO!

1601 S Central Ave
Sidney, MT

Mon-Fri: 7am - 5:30pmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 
406-433-3858

HF188
ADVANCE
GL-285 23585R16 14PLY

TRAILER
PARTS & SERVICE
BEARINGS | SEALS | TIRES | AND MORE
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Montana FSA: USDA Encourages 
Producers To Enroll Grasslands 

Into Special Conservation Reserve 
Program Signup

Producers Must Apply by May 13
By U.S. Department of Agriculture

Bozeman - March 30 - The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) encour-
ages producers and landowners to enroll in the Grassland Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) starting next week through May 13.  Grassland CRP provides a 
unique opportunity for farmers, ranchers, and agricultural landowners to keep land 
in agricultural production and supplement their income while improving their soils 
and permanent grass cover.  The program had its highest enrollment in history 

producers with the tools they need to help address climate change and invest in 
the long-term health of our natural resources.

Grassland CRP is a federally funded voluntary working lands program. Through 

to landowners to maintain and conserve grasslands while allowing producers to 
graze, hay, and produce seed on that land.  Maintaining the existing permanent 

and cover. 
“Grassland CRP is an important working lands conservation tool that offers a 

particularly our historically underserved producers, to ensure they can access the 

-

of $13 per acre for this signup. Contract duration is 10 or 15 years.
Grassland CRP National Priority Zones  

-
versity and conserving environmentally sensitive land such as that prone to wind 

focus on conservation in important wildlife corridors and key seasonal ranges, for 

-

“Over the past year, we have continued to make improvements to Grassland 
CRP to improve its effectiveness and help local communities meet their conser-

ranking points and $5 per acre if at least 50% of the offer is located in the zone.
Alongside Grassland CRP, producers and landowners can also enroll acres 

Broadening Reach of Program 

receive 10 additional ranking points to enhance their offers.  

More Information on CRP    

at fsa.usda.gov/crp. 
Signed into law in 1985, CRP is one of the largest voluntary private-lands 

conservation programs in the United States. The working lands signup announced
this week demonstrates how much it has evolved from the original program that
was primarily intended to control soil erosion and only had the option to take 
enrolled land out of production. The program has expanded over the years and

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. 

system with a greater focus on more resilient local and regional food production, 
fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious 

and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic 
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THE EQUIPMENT YOU NEED TO RUN YOUR FARM!

CASE IH 8250 COMBINE RB565 ROUND BALER CASE IH MAXXUM 150 CASE IH 40C

NEW MISCELLANEOUS
Danuser Palet Forks - 48”, 4000lb
Danuser Hydraulic Post Hole Digger & Augers
Danuser T3 Hydraulic Post Drivers
Garfield 10’ drag scraper
Danuser Hammer post pounder
Patriot Pivot Track
Haybuster 2660 Bale Processors
Schulte FX-1800 Mower
TC Machine Heavy Duty Wive Winder

NEW HAYING EQUIPMENT
ProAg 900 Bale Carrier
ProAg 1400 Bale Carrier 

USED LAWN MOWERS
Grasshopper 321D, 72” deck ...................................$4,500

NEW LAWN MOWERS
Grasshopper 727K, fuel injected, 60” deck

TOUGH EQUIPMENT FOR TOUGH JOBS
New Tractors
Farmall 40C, Hydrostatic drive, loader
Case IH Maxxum 150

Used Combines
2010 Case IH 7120, 1725 sep. hrs, full auto 
guidance, consigned ........................$95,000

2009 Case IH 7120, 1947 sep. hrs, full auto 
guidance, consigned ........................$95,000

New Harvest Equipment
Case IH 8250 Combine

Used Skid Steer
2014 Case IH TR270, cab, air, 
heat ..............................................$45,000

Used Seeding, Tillage, Sprayers
Brandt 5B4000 suspended boom sprayer, 
90’ booms ...................................$19,900

New Haying Equipment
Case IH RB565 Premium

Used Haying Equipment
2009 Case IH RB564, net & twine, 10,500 
bales .............................$18,000 Consigned


