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7 1st Annual Hard Spring Wheat
Show Feb. 1, Williston

By Dianne Swanson
The 71st annual Hard Spring Wheat Show takes place Thursday, Feb. 1, at
the Grand Williston Hotel & Conference Center. The show is always packed with
excellent speakers, good food, and the most up-to-date information for area farmers
and ranchers and this year is no exception.
Start the day off at 8 a.m. with a free breakfast sponsored by American State

Bank & Trust followed by a welcome
from Brian Funk, Williston Research Ex-
tension Center director, and Brian Kase,
Wheat Show treasurer. Williams County
Commodity Elections led by Kelly Leo,
Ag & Natural Resources Agent, will also
take place at this time.

At 9 a.m., Andrew Thosterson,
NDSU Extension Service pesticide
program specialist, will give an EPA
pesticide update. Get a Weed Control
update at 9:30 a.m. from Brian Jenks,
NDSU weed scientist, and Utility of
Metribuzin in Pulses from Charlie Lim,
NDSU Williston Research Extension
Center Extension cropping specialist.

During the break sponsored by
Thrivent Financial, commodity elec-
tions with the North Dakota Soybean
Council and North Dakota Oilseed
Council — Canola will be held. Tom Wolf,
Agrimetrix Research & Training owner,
will talk about Nozzle selection for PWM
and conventional sprayers beginning
at11 a.m.

The many loyal sponsors of the
Wheat Show will be recognized during
the noon awards luncheon which costs
$18.

Tim Sullivan, Farm Rescue execu-
tive director, will explain his remarkable
program at 12:45 p.m. followed by the
popular Weather Outlook by Daryl
Ritchison, ND Agricultural Weather
Network director, at 1:15 p.m.

Frayne Olson, PhD, NDSU Crop
Economist/Marketing Specialist and
Quentin Burdick Center director for
Cooperatives, will present a Market
Outlook for 2024 at 2 p.m.

Following a break at 3 p.m., attend-
ees will enjoy the Agronomist Happy
Hour with Jason Hanson, Rock and Roll
Agronomy owner and Kyle Okke, Agile
Agronomy owner.

An important, and fun, part of the Wheat Show is the 41st annual bread fair
where over 1500 5th graders will learn to make bread and take a loaf home. Stu-
dents include those from Williams County, North Dakota, as well as those from
six counties in Montana.

Mark your calendars and plan to meet your friends and neighbors at the Wheat
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Saturday, March 2, 2024
2 p.m. CST e Sitting Bull Auction, Williston, ND
Auctioneer: Amber Haugland — 701-641-8792
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PIE QUARTERBACK 789 x S AV RESOURCE 1441 x 12 Angus-Sired Bulls
PELTON WIDELOAD 788 NS BRONSON X079 Sale 6 Red/Black Simmental Bulls

g 2 Char/Red Angus Bulls
WW% 40 Registered Purebred Red Angus Heifers

30 Commercial Heifers
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Many Bulls Suitable for Heifers

U2 Township 176 - #4265551 Bridle Bit Red Rock G9124 - #3560970 - =
VGW Thunder 637 - #3553999 KBHR Sniper E036 — #3312030 Free 600-Mile Bull Delivery
DK Impeccable H819 - #4318945 GW Hilger One 454H - #3701575

U2Q Escobar 100H - #4576677

Scott & Connie Kueffler, Michala & Kirsti » Bonnie Kueffler
Box 187 « Grenora, ND 58845 e redangus@nccray.com
701-694-3620 (h) » 701-641-0519 (c)  dkredangus.net

Bid Online or In Person ¢ Videos will be available
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Andrew Thostenson to Provide EPA Pesticide
Update At Hard Spring Wheat Show

By Katelyn Sponheim

As, Andrew Thostenson, NDSU Extension Pesticide pro-
gram specialist, oversees the training and certification of private
and commercial pesticide applicators throughout North Dakota.
Adecade of owning and operating a seed and crop management
consulting company in the Pacific Northwest, and four years
of experience as a county Extension agent in Washington and
North Dakota required him have a firm grasp on the litigation
and regulations regarding pesticide use.

The Endangered Species Act, enacted in 1973, establishes
protections for fish, wildlife, and plants that are listed as threat-
ened or endangered. It also provides interagency cooperation
for issuing permits for otherwise prohibited activities that may

damage their recovery. Pesticides often find themselves at
odds with flora and fauna, but he will both explore the history
of the Endangered Species Act, how it affects North Dakota’s
pesticide use, and how to navigate the Act’s pesticide labeling
in the modern world.

Thostenson is a former American Association of Pesticide
Safety Education president and EPA’s Certification and Training
Assessment Group fellow and past-chair. He holds a Bachelor
and Master of Science in plant sciences from the University of
Idaho. He has been in his current position at NDSU for 26 years.

The 71st Annual National Hard Spring Wheat Show will be
held at the Grand Hotel in Williston, Thursday Feb. 1. Andrew
Thostenson will be doing the EPA Pesticide Update at 9 a.m.

.
Charlie Lim -
gave a weed

control update

July 12 at the

WREC Field ‘ i

Andrew Thostenson
(Photo submitted)

Dr. Lim To Discuss
Metribuzin In
Pulse Crops

By Dianne Swanson

Dr. Charlie Lim, Williston Research Extension Center NDSU
Extension weed specialist, will share results and experiences
from field trials with Metribuzin in pulse crops at 9:30 a.m. CST
on Thursday, Feb. 1 at the Hard Spring Wheat Show at the
Grand Hotel, Williston.

Lim’s experiments have mostly focused on crop safety of
Metribuzin in lentil and chickpea with some in demo plots featur-
ing in different soil types. He will also discuss contributing factors
that could increase the potential for injury in pulses due to carry
over from herbicides commonly used in wheat. He said he will
also leave enough time for time for questions and discussion.

Lim received his PhD in weed science from Montana. He
conducts research and extension programs to serve North Dako-
ta agricultural clienteles and stakeholders. His research interest
and outreach programs focus on weed control and integrated
weed management, the mitigation of herbicide-resistant weeds,
management of weed seed soil banks, diverse and ecological
approaches to weed management, herbicide safety in crops,
stewardship of weed control tools, and other topics and issues
related to weeds.
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Dr. Frayne Olson 1o Provide
Market Outlook For 2024

By Dianne Swanson

Dr. Frayne Olson will share his expertise on grain markets, soybeans,
and corn at 2 p.m. CST on Thursday, Feb. 1 at the National Hard Spring
Wheat Show, Williston.

Olson explained that with all the volatility in the markets, he will first
give attendees an update on the current market including what traders
and analysts are saying. Although he said that it’s a guessing game to
a certain extent, he will explain what he and others are focusing on as
market predictors.

He will then share what he sees coming in the near future. There may
be some shock value to what he shares, which could cause people to look
at the market differently. “I can’t predict the future,” Olson said. “What | can
do is provide a time line of events, and advice on whether to store or sell.”

Olson said that he will also try to filter through some of what is almost
an overload of available information, and encourage attendees to choose
what’s important rather than what may be simply interesting. “l will try to
show them how to focus on what they need to be focused on,” he stated.

Olson’s presentation will focus on spring wheat markets but he said
he will also spill over into soybeans and corn as well as durum. He will
welcome questions throughout his presentation.

Dr. Olson is the North Dakota State University Extension, Director of
the Quentin Burdick Center for Cooperatives Crop Economist/Marketing
Specialist and is an NDSU professor in the Agribusiness and Applied
Economics Department. Olson conducts educational programs focusing
on crop market outlook and price analysis, evaluating alternative crop
marketing strategies and the economics of crop contracting. As Center
for Cooperatives director, he teaches a senior level course on coopera-
tive business management and coordinates the center’s research and
outreach activities. He received his PhD from the University of Missouri
in agricultural economics, and his M.S. and B.S. in agricultural economics
from North Dakota State University.

Dr. Frayne Olson speaking at the 2023 Hard Spring Wheat Show.

Tom Wolf of Agrimentrix to Discuss Nozzle Selection
for PWM and Conventional Sprayers

By Katelyn Sponheim
Tom Wolf won’t be showing up empty handed to the 71st

with travel speed. Therefore, choosing the correct nozzle for your
system and needs is an important factor in your operation, and

Tom Wolf
(Photo submitted)

National Hard Spring Wheat Show at the Grand Hotel, Williston
Feb. 1.

He’'ll have a portable sprayer along to demonstrate pulse width
modulation, and proper nozzle selection. Hailing from Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan, Canada, he is a Canadian Weed Science Society
spray application specialist, and a past president and fellow. He
has been named Distinguished Agrologist with the Saskatchewan
Institute of Agrology and writes for the world’s number one sprayer
website, sprayers101.com.

Nozzle selection, depending on water volume, can affect
consistency in the spray pressure, drift, and coverage, varying

one he hopes to make simpler. He will have the equipment to
demonstrate for both conventional and Pulse Width Modulation
systems.

Wolff has over 30 years of research in spray technology, and
has his Ph.D. from Ohio State University and Masters in Science
from University of Manitoba, where he grew up.

The 71st Annual National Hard Spring Wheat Show will be
held at the Grand Hotel in Williston, Thursday Feb. 1. Tom Wolf
will be doing a talk on Nozzle Selection for PWM and Conventional
Sprayers at 11 a.m.
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Join Us At The Grand Williston Hotel & Conference Center On February 1st
(3601 2nd Ave W - Williston, ND)

9:30 am........cceccevcrrcnennee 2024 Weed Control Update
Brian Jenks, NDSU Weed Scientist Utility of Metribuzin in Pulses -
Initial data & Observations—Charlie lim, NDSU Extension Cropping

Systems Specialist at Williston Research Extension Center

Schedule of Events

o 10:30 am............ccooeuneee. Break/Commodity Elections

gam......ee Ag Appreciation Breakfast ND Soybean Gouncil & ND Qilseed Council-Canola.
Sponsored by American State Bank & Trust Sponsored by Thrivent Financial

8140 AM......e Welcome 11 am.......ccocrcrverneneee Nozzle Selection for PWM &

Dr. Sam Funk, Director, Williston Research Extension Center &
Brian Kaae, Treas. Wheat Show Williams County Commaodity
Elections—Kelly Leo, Ag & Natural Resources Agent

LI | | 1O EPA Pesticide Update
Andrew Thostenson, Pesticide Program Specialist,
NDSU Extension Service

Conventional Sprayers
Tom Wolf, Owner of Agrimetrix Research & Training

12 PMuee e Awards Luncheon-$18
Sponsors Recognized

12:45 PM . Farm Rescue
Tim Sullivan, Executive Director

TS PM e Weather Qutlook
Daryl Ritchison, Director of the ND Agricultural Weather Network
(NDAWN)

P8 1] | | 2024 Market Outlook

Frayne Olson, PHD, NDSU Crop Economist/Marketing Specialist &
Director of the Quentin Burdick Center for Cooperatives

3:30 pM . Agronomist Happy Hour
Jason Hanson, Owner of Rock & Roll Agronomy
and Kyle Okke, Owner of Agile Agronomy

Customer Service is Our #1 Priority
Border

Farm & Ranch, 0Oil Field & Construction
Materials, Fencing Supplies, New
Steel, Pipe, Aluminum & Stainless

STEEL & RECYCLING, INC

Windshields * Used Vehicles
New & Used Tires ¢ Financing Available

Buying all ferrous & non-ferrous metal
Sidney: 35002 CR 123 + 406-433-7737 Williston: 13896 W. Front St.  701-572-5493

Glendive: 2703 W. Towne St. + 406-377-4398 Miles City: 12 Peggy Lane « 406-874-7428
Plentywood: Hwy 16 East * 406-765-2624

— www.magrummotors.com
\_ 1820 2nd St. W. » Williston, ND | 701-572-0114 y

(Mon-Kota, Inc.

[ )
Fertilizer & Irrigation m
Sales & Service

Fairview, MT ¢ 701-844-5300
Reinke

@ Reinke [PILS
\_

program

Flus f:l.'lr‘;lrlﬂrl Y,

- )

NIEHENKE
WELDING

% EH Y 1 SANNEY SN —
Feed Truck Mixer Box Repair & Replacement ¢ Trailers & Farm Equipment
CNC Plasma Cutter » Grade 8 Steel Bolts « B&W Hitches  General Welding Repair

103 Years of Service
312 N. Central Ave ¢ Sidney, MT | 406-433-1007

of Williston

kYour Locally Owned & Operated Beverage Specialist | 701-572-6746 Yy

Ve

Builders !

4 FirstSource

ProBuild. LLC 190 14th Street SE - Sidney, MT

406-433-2012 « www.bldr.com

Monday - Friday: 7am - 5pm )

at: 406-433-1810

.

215 E. Main Hours:
Sidney, MT Mon-Fri:
Call Peggy or Michelle 8am - 5pm

Sat: 9am - Noon
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NDSU Williston Research Extension
Center, New Director Funk, To Deliver
Wheat Show Welcome Address

Sam Funk is the NDSU Williston Research Extension Center new director. (NDSU photo)

Dr. Sam Funk, NDSU Williston Research Extension Center director,
will welcome guests to the 71st Annual Wheat Show along with Brian
Kaae, Wheat Show treasurer, at 8 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 1. Funk, who
began his appointment on Dec. 18, 2023, is looking forward to intro-
ducing himself to area farmers, ranchers and the business community.

Funk is an expert in farm and ranch management, agricultural
policy and evaluation of on-farm technology adoption.

“He brings a wealth of experience and expertise in production eco-
nomics to the center,” says Greg Lardy, NDSU Agricultural Affairs vice
president. “He is a recognized expert in farm and ranch management,
agricultural policy and evaluation of on-farm technology adoption.”

Prior to joining NDSU, Funk has served in significant roles with
the United Soybean Board, Rabobank and the lowa Farm Bureau
Federation.

He looks forward to joining NDSU to continue bringing re-
search-based information to northwest North Dakota and the broader
region.

“I am excited about the mission we have to continue to expand
opportunities for farmers, ranchers and other stakeholders in northwest-
ern North Dakota and beyond,” says Funk. “The Williston Research
Extension Center combines the efforts of outstanding researchers and
staff while serving as a hub for Extension programs.”

The center will continue its role in improving crop varieties avail-
able to match cropping systems in the region. Foundation seedstock
production and germplasm evaluation and improvement will remain
key functions of the center.

“Collaborating with farmers, ranchers and stakeholders to address
needs with applied research and economics is a professional calling,”
adds Funk. “I look forward to working with my colleagues to develop
Extension content with effective solutions.” The 71st Annual National
Hard Spring Wheat Show begins at 8 a.m. on Thursday, Feb. 1, at the
Grand Hotel in Williston.

“Rloamaap
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Attend I:he 71st Annual National Hard Spring Wheat Show

ASB&T is Proud to Co-Sponsor the

Ag Appreciation Breakfast
8am, Thursday, February 1st at the
Grand Williston Hotel & Conference Center

‘ e -AMERICAN STATE BA/\D

AN Y W = AND TRUST COMPANY

223 Main Williston, ND - 701-774-4100
MEMBER FDIC www.asbt.com nﬂy

is ready to help you plan a successful year.

71st National Hard
Spring-Wheat Show

Thursday, February 1 « 8am '3:30PM KEYNOTE: |

Grand Williston Hotel & Conference Center Agronomists Happy

(3601 2nd Ave W - Williston, ND) Hour With
Jason Hanson

& Kyle Okke

Ag Appreciation Breakfast Begins At 8am

(sponsored by American State Bank and Trust)

errereeeeeeeeeerereeeeeaaaans Thank You To AII Our Maior Sponsors- .................................
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Sullivan to Explain Farm Rescue
At Wheat Show

By Katelyn Sponheim

Williston will be hosting the 71st National Hard Spring Wheat
Show, where Tim Sullivan will share the Who, What, When, Where,
and How vision for Farm Rescue. He will show a family case video
testimonial to display to attendees what he and his organization
achieve for the families they assist and the impact on their communi-
ties. After he speaks, there will be time for questions and discussion.
The 71st Annual National Hard Spring Wheat Show begins at 8 a.m.
on Thursday, Feb. 1, at the Grand Hotel in Williston.

Sullivan, Farm Rescue executive director, of a volunteer oper-
ated nonprofit organization based south of Fargo. He coordinates
volunteers and equipment sponsors to help provide planting, haying,
harvest, commodity/hay hauling, and livestock feeding in times of
crisis, free of charge. Whether it is because of injury, illness, or natural

Kochia
Management
Topic Of Jenks
Presentation

By Dianne Swanson

Dr. Brian Jenks will discuss the use of Metribuzin as well as
many other herbicide options for Kochia control during his Wheat
Show presentation at 9:30 a.m., on Thursday, Feb. 1. in Williston.

He writes that ‘Kochia has been a very competitive weed
in the Northern Plains for decades. However, farmers’ ability to
control kochia has become even more difficult since kochia has
developed resistance to some of our commonly used herbicides.
In recent years, we have observed that some kochia populations
are no longer completely controlled by Roundup, Starane, and
Dicamba. In December 2022, some kochia populations were
documented to be resistant to Group 14 PPO herbicides such as
Sharpen and Aim. PPO resistance will leave no-till farmers with
few pre-plant burn down options. There is also evidence that these
kochia populations may be resistant to other extremely important
soil-applied PPO herbicides like Spartan and Valor. Kochia will
need to be managed through cultural practices in addition to using
other herbicide modes of action.’

Jenks is the NDSU North Central Research Extension Cen-
ter-Minot weed scientist He has been with the NCREC since 1997
and is widely respected throughout the MonDak. He earned his PhD
from the University of Nebraska. The 71st Annual National Hard
Spring Wheat Show will be held at the Grand Hotel in Williston.

disaster, Farm Rescue, originally founded by Bill Gross, is struggling
farm and ranch families. Started in 2005, in its first year it assisted
10 families with the help of John Deere. Since then, they have as-
sisted over 1000 families, with 3000 volunteers having served over
19 years. Currently, their roster of over 600 men and women, ages
18-85, hail from all 50 states and Canada to share their helping hands
and servant hearts with farm and ranch families unknown to them.

A North Dakota native, born on a small grain and livestock farm
close to Oakes, ND, Sullivan farmed with his family and then attended
Moorhead State University. A business and marketing career may
have taken him out of state but has now come full circle with him
and his family calling southwest North Dakota home.

Tim Sullivan will be talking about Farm Rescue at 12:45 p.m.

Tim Sullivan, Farm
Rescue executive
director, will explain
his remarkable program
at 12:45 p.m. (Photo
farmrescue.org)

Dr. Brian Jenks, gives a 2023
Weed Control Update at the
70th Annual National Hard
Spring Wheat Show held in
Williston, Feb. 1, 2023.
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Enjoy The (AL

Wheat Show! gl ~crono:a

____Channel Partner

WE SPECIALIZE

IN FAST, QUALITY
CUSTOMER SERVICEE

'I'ORO A
S LUTI
Marile Sltions Charne parin
‘Channel Partner

COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Growing your future.

With over a century financing agriculture, we know firsthand

the challenges and rewards you face every day. Let’s work
together to help you build your best future.

Contact us at 406 433 3920 or A \ )\ est
visit AgWestFC.com to learn more. g
FARM CREDIT

701-774-8396 - 1-800-735-4932
14012 W. Front St. « Hwy 2 & 85 W. + Williston, ND

Western Cooperative
CREDIT UNION

Looking for a new ride?
Look to us for a great auto
or RV loan. Give us a call
and we’ll get things started.

Get intoa
great auto loan.

Join the herd.

wccu.org
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Dr. Audrey Kalil Hired as
Agronomist/Research Specialist
at Horlzon Resources

Submitted

Dr. Audrey i i LA e, e AR R
Kalil obtained her  [Si Bl ‘ Dr Audrey Kalll
Bachelor of Sci- [EEEEE St - : :r (Photo submltted)
ence in biology H LT ’ e ! t

r e S 0 u r C e S from the Univer-
sity of Minneso-

. ta- Twin Cities in
Solutions for your success. 2007 and worked
in the commercial

inoculant industry
in research and
development for
three years prior
to entering her
graduate pro-

i | Hard Wheat Show! Audrey ob
National Har ea OW.)| oo Aucreyor

Your Trusted Agronomy Partner, in Mlant Pathol

Continued on

Dedicated to Excellence in Agriculture |  page1a.

1

|  Meet Us At The 7 Ist

- i e ke, L

Why Horizon Resource? We are deeply committed to

| providing exceptional customer service and timely solutions _ Prﬂvi‘j illg H{':{’:EM{'{‘ME b a 1'1 1{1 Ilg

for all your agronomic needs.

|« Timely Services: We understand the importance of timing in agriculture and ensure > t - -I:l f =
prompt assistance for your operations. a E T\ p E r I S E D r 9-&'“2"’1{2 fﬂ"’!{iw
* Expert Guidance: Our team is always ready to address your queries and assist in
planning a successful growing season. ]

T it

Full-Service Solutions: From crop scouting to soil testing, seed sales to fertilizer h
delivery, we cover all aspects of modern agronomy

E] 4 5] F ¢ |
 ° Local Presence: With six locations across Western North Dakota and Eastern Montana, i

we are close to your farming community.

* Crop Scouting * Farm Planning * Soil Testing & Fertility Retommendaiions ' C O R N E R S TO N E B A N K

* Seed Sales * Chemical Recommendations * Custom Application

* Grain Bin Sales * Fertilizer Delivery '! 106 8th Ave S-E Wa '[fC'J rd EIT}' | 701-444-6411
Visit our booth for personal consultations with | www.cornerstonebanks.net

CCNNECT WITH us" |

Culbertson Agronomy Fairview Agronomy
406.787.6606 701.844.5775

'_ Savage Agronomy Wildrose Agronomy Williston Agronomy Zahl Agronomy
406.776.2439 701 539.2272 701.572.8354 701.694.4115 §
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Eastern MT & Western ND 5th Graders To
Experience Fun Educational Opportunity
At 2024 Hard Spring Show Breud Fuir

(Submitted Photo)

Right: Kelly Leo, Williams County
Extension Office’s presentation of bread-
making techniques was highly attended
at Missouri Ridge Middle School in 2023.
(Submitted Photo)

By Jaymi Mozeak

Through the months of February and March, thanks to the generosity of North-
ern Lights Honey, North Dakota Mills, and LaSaffre Corporation, and the producer
of Red Star Platinum Yeast, the 41st Annual Wheat Show Bread Fair committee
will be going into middle schools across the MonDak region to enter 5th graders
who want to learn to make bread from scratch.

Until 2020, the Annual Bread Fair was part of the National Hard Spring Wheat
Show. Since then the National Hard Spring Wheat Show Board continues to be
integral in the decision making process of the bread fair, but the activity has evolved
into a new format. In 2021, Extension agents decided to take the show on the road
and travelled to the different schools that wished to participate. In the following
years, school staff expressed a desire to continue the fair in this new format. This

n.n-.-

el I'-' l F_
y o 0k

=i

Right: 5th graders
across Montana
and North Dakota
were able to learn
to make bread at
the Annual Bread
Fair in 2023 and
will do so again in
2024. (Submitted
Photo)

Tournmamgn:

VWarkar

year, over 1,500 5th graders from over 14 counties in North Dakota and Montana
will be able to make a loaf of bread at their schools from a portion of the 2,000
Ibs. of white flour, 2,000 packets of yeast, 150 Ibs. of McKenzie County produced
honey, and canola oil donated by the sponsoring companies.

North Dakota is the #1 producer of three of the main ingredients of the bread:
canola, hard red spring wheat, and honey. In North Dakota, Williams, Divide,
Dunn, Lewis & Clark, McKenzie, Mountrail counties, Powers Lake, and White
Shield schools will be participating. In Montana, Grant, Daniels, Dawson, McCone,
Richland, Roosevelt, and Sheridan county schools will be participating.

At the end of January the extension agents from each of the counties of the
participating school systems will be gathering at the NDSU Extension in Williston
to assemble the bread kits for this educational and fun activity.
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" WHITEMAN |

JEPSEN MULKEY |

GROWN LOCAL

S(‘ociﬂnan Banlk

We have been serving the unique needs of
ag producers in the MonDak for generations.
We understand the challenges they face. As
Montana’s largest ag bank, we make decisions
locally, meeting the needs of producers, like
you, who take on these challenges day in and
day out. Come experience the difference.

Montana’s Brand of Banking

Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender @

Dr. Audrey Kalil Hired at
Horizon Resources...

Continued from page 12.
ogy with a minor in Plant Breeding and Genetics from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison, where she studied beneficial plant symbiosis with rhizobia and
arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi.

After completing her PhD in 2015, Audrey moved to Williston and joined North
Dakota State University as the first Plant Pathologist at the Williston Research
Extension Center. In this role, she led an applied research program focused on
management of plant disease in durum, peas, lentils, chickpeas and sugar beet,

Continued on page 28.

Butly Lo, the Big Country
FEBRUARY 12, 2024

1:00 pm (mr) AT THE RANCH NEAR WIBAUX, MONTANA

-

97L ASA 4231474 SimAngus
JCMR HURON 72626 son

551 AsA 4231433 SimAngus
THR DUESKI 9485G son

Kange rasseq Simmentaty fov sver 50 years

Pictures and data on sale bulls available on our website.
Contact us or visit our website to be added to the mailing list.

Livestock Auction
ALL HEW PUREBRED PLATFORM
Bid.SuperiorLivestock.com

LIVESTOCK COMPANY

SIMMENTAL - SIMANGUS™ - ANGUS
5831 Hwy 7, Wibaux, Montana 59353

Al lIER

Tom & Renee Nelson 406-588-3371, SUPERIORREP  S==_=_==_==
Brent Nelson 406-978-2697 e eSS
Taylen Nelson 406-853-3620 S R

Gavin Nelson 701-218-0482
www.nelsonlivestockco.com

Jared Murnin ~ 406-321-1542
www.alliedgeneticresources.com
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McKenzie Co. Ag Expo Farm Show

FEb. 7-8

By Katelyn Sponheim

The McKenzie County Ag Expo will host a Farm
and Ranch show, Feb. 7-8 in Watford City, from 10
a.m.-7 p.m.

Wednesday will include “Bull Days”, with beef
breeders bringing a sampling of their bulls and/or
heifers to showcase their herds’ genetics and what
will be available at this spring’s sales. Twelve pens
have been sold so far, with more available.

Gooseneck Implement, Williston; Heggen Equip-
ment, Watford City; 4 Fires Enterprises, Keene; Hori-
zon Resources, Watford City; and Northern Pump &
Compression Inc., Watford City; will have some of
their available equipment on display, ranging from air
compressors to Bobcats. Lund Oil will have a booth
for their ethanol, DEF, fuel and propane business,
and OK Tire will have a range of tractor tires that they
offer. DJ Sales another equipment dealer, will have a
30 ft. bin to show.

Cornerstone Bank and 1st International Bank and
Trust will have representatives to answer questions on
ag loans. Heritage Insurance will be discussing farm
and crop insurance options. Paramount Real Estate
will be present with information on buying or selling
farm and ranch land, EGT LLC, a grain elevator,
Sidney, MT, United Agronomy, Parshall, and Custom
Grain & Seed of ND will have a sampling of their
goods and services, from feed and fertilizer to cus-
tom spray applications and seed treatments. United
Quality will also be joining with similar products, bulk
fuel information, Arrowquip chutes, and is providing
a free feed on Wednesday.

Also attending are McKenzie County Tourism,
McKenzie County Crop Improvement Association, and
McKenzie County Weed Board. The North Dakota At-
mospheric Resource Board will be educating visitors
on cloud seeding operations in McKenzie County.

If you'’re involved in local agriculture, or want to
be, the Farm & Ranch Show at the McKenzie County
Ag Expo will have the resources to help you improve
your operation or get started on one.

Also attending are McKenzie County Tourism,
McKenzie County Crop Improvement Association, and
McKenzie County Weed Board. The North Dakota At-
mospheric Resource Board will be educating visitors
on cloud seeding operations in McKenzie County.

If you'’re involved in local agriculture, or want to
be, the Farm & Ranch Show at the McKenzie County
Ag Expo will have the resources to help you improve
your operation or get started on one.

Bull Days
Wednesday
Feb. 7th

MCKENLZIE . covpmen
COUNTY - 20 tendes
AG EXPU » Livestock Supplies
FARM & - Agricvlture Needs

RANCH (e
Sl.mw Thursday

Cantact Rilay Faller

rfallorg@eo.mekonzio.nd.us
TO1-B42-EXPD

MG AL 8RO, o

7.00pm
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Featuring sons by

All In Justified
Recap Testament
Ace REINELGS
Load Up Lockdown
All Star Knockout

Accomplishment

Build Your Legacy

Building better cows is a big job. 5 -_ z] Let's Buildia Legacy!
Let’s get started. =t www.gdar-angus.com

gaf t[lef ""CDCQOWIL 5 ? Annual Production Sale

March 28, 2024
AR 250 Yearling Bulls
Mick Denowh 406-489-0172

Paul Denowh 406-480-2761 200 Commercial Heifers
Chad Denowh 406-489-1762 1:00 MDT at the ranch ¢ Sidney, MT
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2023 NDSU Corn Hybrid Variety Trial
Resulis Now Available

By NDSU Agriculture Communication

The 2023 North Dakota State University Variety Trial Results and Selection
Guide for Corn (A793) is now available online and in print. The guide can be ac-
cessed online at ndsu.ag/cornvi23.

“The corn hybrid guide is a good source of information for farmers and agron-
omists looking for variety performance data from around the state,” says Clair
Keene, NDSU Extension small grains and corn agronomist. “We appreciate our
industry partners who participate in these trials and make this work possible.”

Printed copies are available through your NDSU Extension county office or
nearest NDSU Research Extension Center (REC).

“Like North Dakota farmers, we had high variability in the yields of our 2023

corn trials,” says Keene. “We had a trial average of 244 bushels per acre at our
Lisbon site in Ransom County, but only 171 bushels at the Abercrombie site in
Richland County, both in our southern testing zone. We had some locations that
struggled with dry conditions but others that did quite well.”

Keene adds, “Another factor to keep in mind when comparing corn hybrids
is moisture at harvest. Because drying down wet corn can considerably add to
your cost of production, it’s important to look for varieties that mature reliably in
your area in addition to having high yield. When comparing two or more varieties
of interest, be sure to take a look at the moisture at harvest as a hybrid that dries
down more quickly may offer a savings in terms of drying cost.”

{YReinke + cropx,

‘f.lflfil'lfli'ft'lli." |‘l‘lu|lu

i Mopeee.

Fertilizer & Irrigation

Sales & Service
Fairview, MT ¢ 701-844-5300

Put the world's finest
irrigation scheduling

The corn hybrid guide is a good source of lnformatlon for farmers
and agronomists looking for variety performance data from
around the state. (NDSU photo)

@ Reinke

Give us a call and we will send one of our
highly qualified technicians to your field
for exceptional service!

Remke

| rugram

Platinum
Plus Certified

to work for you.

~ www.reinke.com

FOR MORE DETAILS,
CONTACT US OR VISIT
HOWIRAIN.COM.
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MonDak
Ag Days & *
Trade Show
March 7-8

Submitted by Marley Manoukian Voll,
MSU Richland County Extension Agent

MonDak Ag Days & Trade Show is scheduled for
March 7-8 at the Richland County Event Center Sidney.

The trade show will open Thursday at 8 a.m. and close
at 5 p.m. and again on Friday from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. There
will be vendors onsite with their information, products,
and services. Breakfast will be served both days with the Sidney Area Chamber
of Commerce hosting on Thursday and Richland County Farm Bureau hosting
on Friday. Lunch will be available at the Event Center both days, as well. In leu
of the traditional banquet, the MonDak Ag Days Committee invites the vendors
and the ag community to join us in a pitchfork fondue! The Pitchfork Fondue will
be onsite at the Richland County Event Center. In addition to a great meal, the
Pitchfork Fondue will have a cash bar hosted by the Ranger Lounge and Casino
and live music.

The educational sessions will start Thursday at 10 a.m. and you can expect
topics including an update from Greenwood Renewable Ventures, Grain Storage
& Drying, a Seed Crushing Plant Update, the Basics of Estate Planning, Carbon
Credits, Livestock Risk Protection, and an Agriculture and Government panel
featuring elected officials.

The educational program on Friday will also begin at noon and topics include
Feral Hogs, Warm Season Grass Ecology and Management (1 pesticide credit
available), What’s Next? 2024 Crop Market Outlook, and Mapping and Reporting
Yields.

Please join Richland County Extension at the Richland County Event Center
March 7-8 to take in MonDak Ag Days & Trade Show.

Tree Order Time

Submitted by Julie Goss

Now is the time to get your tree orders in at the Conservation District Office. A
list of trees usually available from the conservation district is on our website www.
richlandcd.org. If you need assistance in planning a shelter belt or windbreak, stop
by the office and we will help you out. Varieties sell out quickly so order soon.
Order forms are available at the Conservation District office, 2745 W. Holly St. or
by email at richlandcd @gmail.com.

Preparing your ground for tree planting is important. Ground should be worked
up and free of weeds and grass. A water source to water the newly planted trees
throughout the hot summer is important to keep the trees viable.

If you order trees from the Conservation District, be prepared to pick up your
trees and plant them when they are delivered from the nursery. If you have any
questions, please contact the Conservation District at 406-943-3001.
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Funding Available For
Conservation Practices

Submitted by Julie Goss

Applications are being accepted for the Richland County Conservation District
cost share program. To get an application stop by the conservation office, 2745
W. Holly, Sidney, request one by email richlandcd @gmail.com or visit the website
www.richlandcd.org.

Cost share funds available for stock water wells and pipelines, grass seeding,
irrigation projects, fencing and any other conservation practice that enhances the
natural resources in Richland County.

The Richland County Conservation District is in its 14th year of assisting Rich-
land County landowners with conservation practices. This year, the conservation
district has increased the cost share to $5,000 per project to qualifying applicants.
Land where the project is installed must be in Richland County. Landowner or
lessee may apply for funding. Deadline to complete the project is Dec 31, 2024.
The deadline to apply is March 1, 2024.
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ANA GENETICS
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‘%,’\SELLING PRIVATE TREATY r170*BULLS q |
0 Polled and Horn Yearllng Hereford BuII // 50 Red Angus Bulls b __':,‘;
| Volume Dlscounts * Free Wmtermg ke
&Cﬁ:%";{iﬁ“% Spring Delivery - Semen Tested

59274

B st 3 % Matt Beery & Family: 406-979-5720 // Madri Blom, Herdsman: 406-979-5711 0
- 24 Miles N of Circle, MT on Hwy 13 — 5 Miles E on RD 254 OR 503 MT, Hwy 254, Vida, MT 59274

4 Heating & Air Conditioning

www.agriindustries.com
Licensed in MT, ND & WY

“We Can Do It All!
No Subs Needed.”

Agri Industries Offers
These Services:

.+ Valley, Pivot Sales ¢ Installation Services & Parts

V PERFORMANCE Sidney, MT : or e . .
Vatcey PLUS DEALER (*/ 1775 S Central Ave * 406-488-8066 . Floating Irrigation Pumps * Installation & Repair

Success tomorrow takes planning today.
Agri Industries is your local irrigation
expert, equipped to help you produce
greater yields with less water and energy
for a greater return on your investment.

We offer:

* Valley, pivot sales and installation services

* Floating irrigation pump installation and repair
* Valley Genuine Parts

about your spring
irrigation plans.

* Pipeline installation

Billings, MT -+ Electrical * Pipelines * Heating & Cooling

2639 Belknap Ave ¢ 406-248-4418 :» Water Well Drilling & Well Maintainence * Full Parts Counter
A G R I "Helping our farmers Miles City, MT - * Plumbing * Trenching * Boring * Directional Drilling
A and ranchers for 2106 S Haynes Ave » 406-234-2309 :

over 40 years." Williston, ND o Sidney, MT..............ccoooov. 1775 S Central Ave ... 406-488-8066
INDUSTRIES Licensed in MT, ND, WY 3105 2nd St. W e 701-572-0767 : Billings, MT...........cccooovvvre. 2639 Belknap Ave ... 406-248-4418
Powell, WY < Miles City, MT...................... 2106 S Haynes Ave ... 406-234-2309
valleyirrigation.com | agriindustries.com 863 Road 8 ® 307-754-7204 : Williston, ND ..., 3105 2nd St W ... 701-572-0767
Powell, WY ..o, 863 Road 8 ... 307-754-7204
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Managing Cow Body Condition
Is Critical For Profitability

Body condition of cows during calving impacts open rates in the upcoming breeding season.

By NDSU Agriculture Communication

In the cow-calf production system, reproductive efficiency is the No. 1 driver
of profitability.

“That’s how this business works,” says James Rogers, North Dakota State
University Extension forage crops production specialist. “We market the offspring
from our herds. No offspring, no profit.”

Rogers references a measure of reproductive performance used in the swine
industry called “non-productive days”, or days that a gilt or sow is neither gestating
nor lactating. Each non-productive day comes at a cost and serves as a benchmark
measure of reproductive and economic performance in a swineherd.

“A sow has a huge reproductive advantage over a beef cow, as a sow will
have two or slightly over two litters per year with multiple piglets,” Rogers says.
“A beef cow should have zero non-productive days. Each day of the year, she
should be lactating, gestating or preparing to rebreed. A beef cow gets one day
a year to calve and only 80 days from calving to rebreed in order to stay within a
365-day calving interval. Cows with longer calving intervals cost more to maintain
and produce less weaned calves than earlier calving cows.”

Rogers adds that a 100% pregnancy and calving rate is not realistic, but
ranchers should expect an open rate of around 8% in mature cows and 12% in
heifers. Numbers higher than benchmark averages indicate that there may be an
underlying cause. Reports across North Dakota indicate a wide range in open
rates from the benchmark averages to as high as 30%.

According to Rogers, the single most important factor in keeping a cow at
zero non-productive days is body condition, the amount of fat cover a cow is
carrying through the various stages of the production cycle. Body condition has a
direct impact on calving interval, conception rate, and percentage of open cows.
To access body condition, ranchers and researchers use a scoring scale of 1
(emaciated) to 9 (very obese).

Im* Hﬁﬂn‘
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NDSU Extension specialist James Rogers encourages ranchers to assess
body condition now while there is still time to add condition prior to calving.
(Photo by NDSU)
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Research has shown that cows that calve at a body condition score of 5-6 will
return to estrus in 50-60 days. A cow calving at a body condition score of 4 will
take 70 days. With only 80 days available from calving to rebreeding to stay on
a 365-day calving cycle, this does not allow much time. For spring calving herds,
Rogers recommends ranchers take body condition scores now while there is still
time to economically add condition prior to calving if needed.

“Realize that it takes around 100 pounds of weight gain to change 1 unit on
the body condition scale,” says Karl Hoppe, NDSU Extension livestock systems
specialist. “If a cow requires such a gain, consider whether you have quality feed
supplies on hand to accomplish it. A forage test can help you know what you are
working with. Forage tests cost about $20 per sample. An open cow could cost
you about $1,200 in lost calf revenue plus cow maintenance costs for a year. The
return on investment for a forage test is hard to beat.”

It’'s slow progress to change the body condition score of a cow. When bal-
ancing a ration for a one pound per day gain, it will take three months to increase
one body condition score, Hoppe says. Extreme cold weather can decrease one
body condition score quickly if the ration is not changed to include more energy.
Prolonged winters like 2022-2023 can reduce body condition score without the
owner recognizing the change.

Describing how a body condition score of 5-6 should look can be difficult be-
cause one person’s 5 is another’s 6. Online images of cows in the various body
condition scores can be a guide, and NDSU Extension livestock specialists and
county agents are available to help determine body condition score in cowherds.
Consistency in scoring is important when evaluating the herd.

Rogers uses an analogy to help others to visualize the body condition scale
based on the condition of a cat.

« If the cat is round, with no defined shape or waistline, and you can’t feel the
ribs, then this cat probably has a body condition score of 7-9 (on the fat side).

+ If you can see the cat’s waist and feel its ribs, but it has a covering of fat
down the back with some cover over the ribcage, it is a 5-6 (considered ideal).

« If ribs and hipbones are clearly visible on your cat, and there is a lack of
cover down the back and ribs, this cat is a 1-4 and needs to gain weight. The
same is true for cows.

“When open cow numbers are higher than average, many ranchers assume
something happened during the breeding season, and it probably did,” Rogers
says. “Cows may not have been cycling or cycled late. The cause may have oc-
curred before the breeding season with less than adequate cow body condition
in late gestation and calving. Access cowherd body condition now to minimize
open cows in the fall.”

In addition to body condition score, NDSU Extension specialists recommend
ranchers consider other parts of the production system this winter. Some questions
to consider are:

+ Is the stocking rate for the cowherd adequate for the amount of range and
pasture biomass produced?

* Do the genetics of the cowherd match ranch resources?

+ Are production records in place to track calving interval?

+ What is the marketing plan for open cows?

Giving these matters attention now keeps the cowherd in optimal condition
year-round, Rogers says.
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Thurs & Fri, March 7th & 8th

- Richland County Event Center

Trade Show (Free to the Public):
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ND 4-H Foundation Elecis Officers

By NDSU Agriculture Communication

The North Dakota 4-H Foundation recently elected
new officers. They are:

» Becky Peterson, chair, Mandan

+ Jennifer Hauge, vice chair of ends development and
evaluation, Leith

+ Alana Sears, vice chair of policy monitoring, Wheat-
land

+ Vicki Monsen, vice chair of board fundraising and
community outreach, Watford City

+ Julie Hassebroek, vice chair of financial manage-
ment and treasurer, Cogswell

+ Deb Clarys, past chair, Center

+ Aidan Sears, 4-H Ambassadors representative,

support 4-H youth programs across the state. An addition-
al 15 4-H supporters and North Dakota State University
Extension staff serve on the foundation’s board.

“One of my favorite ads is the National 4-H ad, ‘You're
going to need us,’ which expresses that 4-H is growing the
next generation of leaders,” said Peterson, Farm Credit
Services of Mandan marketing and services director.
“Nothing prepares our youth for careers and leadership
like 4-H does, but they can’t do it alone. They need the
North Dakota 4-H Foundation to help fund the programs
that develop those leadership and communication skills.
My passion for this organization is driven by the proven
leadership results and our team of board members who
help reach our foundation goals.”

Wheatland

of Peterson)

The North Dakota 4-H Foundation raises funds to

Left: Becky Peterson, Mandan, is the new chair of
the North Dakota 4-H Foundation. (Photo courtesy

To support North Dakota 4-H programs, donate at
https://bit.ly/DonateND4-H or contact Chloe Drummond,
the foundation’s board coordinator and relationship spe-
cialist, at 701-231-8569 or ndsu.nd4hfoundation@ndsu.
edu.

NDSU Soybean & Dry Bean Variety Data Publications Available For 2024 Crop Production Decisions

By NDSU Agriculture Communication

NDSU’s soybean and dry bean variety guides help farmers make crop variety
selection decisions.

Farmers and crop advisers needing crop variety information to make decisions
for the 2024 crop season now have available the North Dakota State University
Extension 2023 soybean and dry bean variety guides. These publications can be
accessed online at ndsu.ag/varietytrials23. Printed copies are available at NDSU
Extension County offices and Research Extension Centers.

“Crop variety selection is one of the most important crop management decisions
to be made to optimize seed yield and quality,” according to Greg Endres, NDSU
Extension agronomist and lead author of the two variety guides.

Endres encourages farmers to spend adequate time doing their homework to
select the very best variety choices for their fields. NDSU crop breeders, research
agronomists and numerous support staff have devoted substantial resources to
generate this data to aid in making decisions regarding variety use.

The soybean 2023 variety trial results and selection guide contain 33 tables
of agronomic, and seed yield and quality data from 28 NDSU research sites
across the state. The trial tables are identified based on the general categories
of herbicide-resistant or conventional. The guide also provides an overview on
soybean variety selection (besides seed yield), including plant maturity, tolerance
to iron-deficiency chlorosis, resistance to disease, including phytophthora root and
stem rot and soybean cyst nematode, and herbicide-resistance traits. In addition,
atable in the guide lists the 26 seed companies that submitted varieties for NDSU
testing and their websites to allow you to obtain details on their respective varieties.

The new dry bean variety trial results and selection guide provides the opportu-
nity to view 20 variety trial tables from eight North Dakota and Minnesota research
sites. The bulk of data is associated with performance of pinto bean varieties, but
variety data is also available from black, navy, great northern, pink, small red and
cranberry market classes.

Besides an expansion of the number of data tables in this year’s guide, a
table has been added that indicates pinto bean direct-harvest ratings. In addition,

the number of varieties listed and their sources (origin or owner) has increased
compared to previous issues of the guide.

Crop variety selection is one of the most important crop management
decisions to be made to optimize seed yield and quality. (NDSU photo)



Cowhide
Theme For
11th Annual

Catilemen’s
Ball Febh. 10

By Dianne Swanson

The premiere event of the winter, the Cattlemen’s Ball,
takes place on Feb. 10, at the Richland County Event Center,
Sidney. This fun event is for everyone, with a mouth-watering
beef dinner and a wide variety of live auction items that anyone
would love to own. Music by “Fast Forward” out of Melstone
will keep you out on the dance floor all evening.

The Cowhide theme will be carried throughout the décor
and auction items which include a leather headstall made
by Ryan Smith, an iron and wood cross, cowhide mirror and
more. The popular Planko board is back, providing lots of fun
and lots of swag to win. The men’s and women'’s raffle items
are also amazing again this year.

As always, the awesome sponsors are rolling in, without
which the event couldn’t happen. Grayson Mill Energy LLC is
the top sponsor with their sponsorship of the band. Tri-County
Implement, Seitz Insurance, Stockman Bank, Sidney Livestock
Center, and RJ Contractors are the cowhide sponsors. Many
more sponsors will be highlighted on the event’s social media
pages. The community support is greatly appreciated.

The goal of the event has always been to showcase beef
and the importance Ag has in Richland County. Proceeds this
year will go to Getting Local Beef in the Schools, beginning
with Sidney Schools, and gradually adding all the schools in
Richland County.

Doors open at 5 p.m., dinner is at 6 p.m. and the live auc-
tion starts at 7 p.m. Dance the night away from 8 p.m.-midnight.
Tickets are available at Prewitt & Company for just $50 each.

Everyone is encouraged to purchase their tickets now so
organizers can plan for food and swag.
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WHEN A HOSE FAILS,
SO DOES YOUR PRODUCTIVITY.

We know your equipment. That's why we stock a full range of competitively priced genuine hose
assemblies and bulk components to get your machine up and running in no time. We use high-
quality, name-brand replacement hose assembly components that provide performance, safety
and durability. Every replacement hose assembly offers four times the value of the hose’s working-
pressure-to-burst-pressure ratio.

Untimely hydraulic hose failures
can cost you in labor, materials and
productivity. Minimize disruption to
your operations and avoid possible
collateral damage. We have bulk
hoses and fittings for a broad range
of applications, from low- and
high-pressure fluid systems to
air-conditioning systems. Stop by to
let us inspect and replace distressed
hose assemblies before they fail.

TRUST US FOR PREVENTATIVE HYDRAULIC HOSE MAINTENANCE. SEE US TODAY!

| -
GENUINE

©?2018 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries
or affiliates. CNH Industrial Genuine Parts is a trademark in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

MRC

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT, INC.
2429 W HOLLY STREET

SIDNEY, MT 59270

406-488-4400

www.tri-cnty.com
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Serving Farm & Ranch Tire Needs For Over 60 Years!
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NDSU Sets
Western
North Dakota
Best Of The
Best In Wheat

Meeting
Jan. 31

The program will
feature the latest
information on variety
selection, pest and
weed management,
and fertilization
strategies for wheat.

By NDSU Agriculture Communication

North Dakota State University has set the 2024 Best of the Best in Wheat Research
and Marketing meeting in western North Dakota for Jan. 31 at the Grand Hotel, Minot.

The program begins at 8:30 a.m. CST and includes sessions on wheat variety selec-
tion, in-season nitrogen application for increased quality in durum, a scab fungicide update,
current insect pest issues in wheat, wheat fertility recommendations, herbicide resistant
weed update, and a market outlook. The program will end at 3:30 p.m.

“We’re excited to bring producers this program which includes the latest information
on variety selection, pest and weed management, and fertilization strategies in their wheat
crop,” says Clair Keene, NDSU Extension small grain and corn agronomist. “We also have
break out sessions on weed identification, herbicide injury symptoms, and insect pest de-
foliators, which will allow attendees to interact with presenters in a smaller group.”

Brian Jenks, North Central Research Extension Center weed scientist, Minot, will
discuss herbicide resistance issues in common grass weeds and kochia.

“We’re seeing an increase in the occurrence of green foxtail and wild oat populations
that are resistant to Group 1 and 2 herbicides,” says Jenks. “Unfortunately, we’re also finding
some populations with resistance to both modes of action. We'll also talk about kochia and
what we are now seeing in regards to Group 14 (PPO inhibitor) resistance. We’ve been
dealing with resistance to Groups 2, 4, and 9 in kochia for some time, but the developing
resistance to Group 14 is going to change how we handle this weed.”

The final speaker on the agenda is Frayne Olson, Extension crops marketing specialist
who will provide insight into current global and domestic factors influencing grain prices.

“We have a lot of big-picture things happening right now,” says Olson. “It’s always
important for growers to understand what is driving the markets and things to consider as
they put together their marketing plan for the up-coming year.”

Certified Crop Advisor Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) will be offered in the following
categories: 0.5 nutrient management, 2.0 pest management, 1.0 crop management, and
1.0 professional development.

The Best of the Best meeting is free to attend but registration is highly encouraged
to help with lunch planning. Registration is available at: https://www.ndwheat.com/
events/2024BestoftheBestMeetings/.

This event is sponsored by the North Dakota Wheat Commission and North Dakota
Grain Growers Association.

Breakout sessions on weed
identification, herbicide injury
symptoms and insect pest defoliators,
will allow attendees to interact with
presenters in a smaller group. (NDSU
photo)
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AT THE RANCH - NORTH OF DICKINSON, ND

SELLING 55 PURERRED
GELBYIEH, BALANCER, AND
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Lot1-PHG L48

Just Da It x Caralina Leverage
93% PB Gellwich
BW: 81 | WW:825

Lot19-PHG L79

Pathfinder x Legacy D05
92.2% PB Gelbvieh
BW: 81 | WW: 826

PRAIRIE HILLS

Visit our website for sale preview information.

PRAIRIEHILLSGELBVIEH.COM
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Lot 20- PHG 10 Lot 55 - PHG 315L

Pathfinder x Carolina Leverage Propulsian x Lazy MC Jack
85.2% PB Gelbvieh Red Angus
BW: 89 | WW:793 BW: 85 | WW: 875
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McKenzie Co. 4-H Hosts Badlands

#
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Submitted by Marcia Hellandsaas

McKenzie County Archers captured 1st place team in every division and were
awarded several top individual placings at the Badlands Roundup 4-H Archery
Match held on Saturday, Jan. 13 at the McKenzie County Sportsman’s Club,
southeast of Watford City.

All 1st place individual achievers were awarded a plaque and 2nd to 5th place
individuals receive metals.

Top barebow beginner winners from McKenzie County were: 1st Hailey Trans-
trom; 3rd Will McCoy; 5th Aria Rink

Other McKenzie County archers were: Lincoln Echevarria, Peyton Grace,
Kesley Haak, Anna Hovland, Heston Jenks, Brindle Kubal, Kyron LaPaz, Grant
Linseth, Charlie McCoy, Brailyn Monson, Bridget Monson, Ava Schultz, Adalyn
Transtrom, Bodey Transtrom, Natalie Transtrom, Will Wisness, and Bella Wolff.

In the Freestyle beginner division, Parker Schmidt placed 4th individually
and Colt Lawlar took 5th place. lan Delaney, Noah Ellis, Wesley Ragan, Bridget
Schmidt, and Hailey Transtrom, also shot in this division.

Junior barebow top achiever was Luke Transtrom and Kaydee Ceynar cap-
tured 3rd place honors. Boston Foss, Jordyn Grace, Casey Hovland, Myah Jenks,
Michael Riely, Brianna Rink, Jacob Rink, Payton Schultz, and Paul Smith were

the remaining shooters from McKenzie County.

Third place winner in the junior freestyle division was Dillon Morris and Leon
LaPaz took 5th place. Also shooting junior freestyle from McKenzie County were:
Kaydee Ceynar, Cory Crites, Chet Delaney, Boston Foss, Archer Howes, McCoy
Lawlar, Jacob Rink, John Signalness, Paul Smith, Luke Transtrom, Audrey Wolff
and Mason Wolff.

Senior barebow 5th place finisher was Ryan Pingel. Luke Smith and Brylee
Jenks were the other two local shooters in this division.

Senior freestyle top five individuals were all from McKenzie County: 1st DJ
Beadle; 2nd Parker Schuster; 3rd Hailey Wendlandt; 4th Maxwell Hanson; 5th
Luke Pedersen.

Other McKenzie County archers were: Dylon Cargo, Nicholas Ellis, Jax Hovde,
Ethan Morris, Ryan Pingel, Gwen Signalness, Luke Smith, Jayden Transtrom,
and Isaac Wolff.

Masters freestyle shooter top finisher was Jake Ceynar.

About 120 archers from 14 counties participated in the match.

For more information, please contact NDSU Extension in McKenzie County
at 701-444-3451.



Montana Dept. Of Revenue:
Changes To Business Equipment
Reporting Requirement

Helena - The 2023 Legislature passed House Bill 212, changing how business
equipment is taxed in Montana. The new law increases the business equipment
tax exemption from $300,000 to $1 million for tax year 2024.

Businesses whose statewide market value of equipment is $1 million or less
are exempt from the business equipment tax. These businesses do not have
a reporting requirement in 2024 unless: (1) they have acquired new personal
property that would increase their equipment’s aggregate market value above the
exemption amount; or (2) the department requests a personal property reporting
form be completed.

Individuals and businesses owning business equipment (as of Jan. 1, 2024)
with an aggregate market value of more than $1 million statewide must report the
equipment owned by March 1, 2024, to avoid a 20% penalty.

The department recently mailed letters to business owners with a known
reporting requirement in 2024, letting them know it is time to report their business
equipment online using the department’s TransAction Portal (TAP) at https://tap.
dor.mt.gov. Online reporting forms are pre-populated with the business equipment
reported in 2023. Owners will review the previously reported assets and make any
needed additions and deletions. An immediate confirmation receipt will be sent
after the report is submitted.

For more information, visit MTRevenue.gov or contact us at (406) 444-6900
or DORCustomerAssistance @mt.gov.
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GREAT COMMUNICATION STARTS HERE!

Handhelds
NXT1200

Handheld 5 watts w/scan

Mobile Radios
* 50to 110 watts * 16 to 127 channels
* small & easy

Unication

AUTHORIZED DEALER

Call Justin Today At...

ADVANCED

COMMUNICATIONS

“Your communication headquarters”

Mobile & Hand-Held Radios
Just North of McDonald’s ¢ Sidney, MT | 406-433-1659 * Toll Free: 1-866-433-1659

KENWOOD

YOU'RE
INVITED!

— Fri, Feb 23, 2024

| Sidney Moose Lodge ¢ Noon
Enjoy a Chicken Fried Steak Lunch

Presenting A Slideshow of Current Projects

PLUS DOOR PRIZES

(Including two 50” 4K High Definition Televisions)

Lower Yellowstone Irrigation
Districts & Board of Control

WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE

HUNTING | RANCH | FARM | TIMBER

WE SELL LAND
-

ALCuoomo | Local agents with national reach
2= oot | Serving all of Eastern Montana

JEFF & MEREDITH MCKINNEY
EASTERN MONTANA LAND SPECIALISTS

U 406.690.1615

@ jeffmckinney@whitetailproperties.com

U 406.480.1190

@ meredith.mckinney@whitetailproperties.com

WHITETAIL PROPERTIES.COM
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Dr. Audrey Kalil Hired at
Horizon Resources...

Continued from page 14.

as well as nodulation and nitrogen fixation in pulse crops. In the eight years she
oversaw this program she generated $1.2 million dollars in grant dollars, authored
16 peer reviewed publications and two book chapters, and gave 54 seminars and
outreach talks.

Audrey joined the Horizon Resources Cooperative Agronomy Division in 2024,
where she will work directly with growers to improve crop health and oversee
educational programming. Audrey continues to support the pulse industry as an
Associate Director in the Northern Pulse Growers Association, Co-PI of the North
Central Integrated Pest Management Center Pulse Crops Working Group and
co-producer of the Growing Pulse Crops Podcast Series. Audrey lives in Williston
with her husband Tom Kalil, and two children Avery (9) and Lucas (6), where she
is also involved in the Williston Area Chamber of Commerce as a member of the
Agriculture Committee.

Its your money.

A personalized tax diversification strategy can strengthen your
portfolio and help reach your financial goals. I'll work with you
and your tax professional to understand your financial priorities,
then create a plan to improve your tax strategy and help manage
your long-term tax impact.

Kris Mrachek
CFP®, APMA®, AEP®
Private Wealth Advisor

Legacy Financial Partners
A private wealth advisory practice
of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

69

Legacy F inancial PdI‘tDLI'S

An
Ameriprise ‘3’

Financial

1500 14th St W Ste 210
Williston, ND 58801
701.577.4697
planwithLFP.com

Ameriprise Financial, Inc., and its affiliates do not offer tax or legal advice.
Consumers should consult with their tax advisor or attorney regarding their
specific situation. Investment advisory products and services are made avail-
able through Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC, a registered investment

SERVICE

THAT KEEPS YOU
"IN THE FIELD

Full Service Fuel &
Propane Delivery,
Full Hardware Store
& Cenex Brand
Lubricants

v,

501 6th Ave SE - Watford City, ND
5am - 10pm Daily * 701-444-3639

armers et wsowms
e
Uniorn ail ©

[ We Are Proud To Be A Major Sponso
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SEE ONE OF OUR

AG LENDERS FOR YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS
* Real Estate « Operating * Equipment /
* Livestock * Irrigation
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BANK & TRUST

Life. Make the Most Of It

Offices in Williston, Watford City, Alexander & Killdeer

Member
FDIC

www.fibt.com | Williston Locations: -@.
19 4th St E, 701-774-8321 - 1331 9th Ave NW, 701-609-5800 .#:x
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Feeding Fertility: Understanding The Relationship Between
Nutrition & Reproduction, Jan. 30

By Marley Voll,
MSU Richland County Extension Agent

Many experienced the widespread issues with breed back this fall. Hannah
Speer, Northern Ag Research Center Animal Science assistant professor, Havre,
MT, will be in Sidney on Tuesday, Jan. 30 at 5:30 p.m. upstairs at the Meadowlark
Public House to discuss Feeding Fertility: Understanding the Relationship Between
Nutrition and Reproduction.

Speer will be discussing body conditioning scoring (BCS) and how it relates to
postpartum interval, pregnancy rates, and important times to think about evaluating
BCS throughout the year and when/how to add condition to cows/heifers. She will
also discuss nutritional factors that can affect reproduction and feeding strategies
to help producers set their herd up for reproductive success.

Dr. Speer is a native of western Kansas and recently graduated from the

Farm Bureau Hosts
Young Farmer & Rancher
Leadership Conference

Submitted by AgNewsWire

Bozeman — Young farmers, ranchers, and people involved in all aspects
of agriculture will want to attend the Montana Farm Bureau Young Farmers and
Ranchers Leadership Conference Feb. 9-11 at the Northern Hotel in downtown
Billings. Organized by the MFBF Young Farmers & Ranchers Committee, the con-
ference is a one-of-a-kind event allowing Montana’s young farmers and ranchers
to assemble and participate in a top-notch agenda including relevant keynote
speakers, breakout sessions, agricultural industry tours and more. Attendees are
also offered numerous opportunities to network with peers and leaders of Mon-
tana’s agricultural organizations and businesses.

The event kicks off Friday, Feb. 9, with dinner and bingo and a packed schedule
Saturday morning with keynote speaker Lance Pekus’ talk, “Roping Resilience:
The Cowboy Ninja’s Journey to Overcoming Obstacles & Nurturing Wellness”.
Workshops cover the gamut including precision agriculture, cow nutrition, invest-
ing and financial planning, mental health, and carbon markets. Popular lunch
speaker, Bruce Vincent, will share his thoughts on building a vision for the future
that inspires hope.

Afternoon tour choices include low-stress cattle handling that pays or a visit
to Swanky Roots and Yellowstone Valley Food Hub. The evening wraps up with
dinner followed by dancing to Stolen Roan at the Pub Station.

Sunday morning’s breakfast speaker is energetic and creative, Sarah Calhoun,
creator of the Red Ants Pants clothing line and Red Ants Pants music festival,
talking about “Present Day Pioneering”.

There are two early bird registrations offered on or before Jan. 26: Collegiate
registration is $50; YF&R registration is $75. All registrations after Jan. 26 are
$100. Visit mfbf.org to register.

To make hotel reservations call the Northern Hotel at 406-867-6767 by Jan.
19 and request the “YF&R” room block for the special conference rate of $124
(single)/$144 (double) + tax.

For additional information about the conference or the YF&R program, contact
Sue Ann Streufert, 406-587-3153, sueanns@mfbf.org.

University of Nebraska-Lincoln with her PhD in ruminant nutrition. Her research
focus there was on cow/calf nutrition and management within systems limited
in perennial forage grazing. She evaluated alternative management strategies
for systems where perennial forage grazing was limited or not feasible, and also
focused heavily on the vitamin A needs of gestating beef cows fed stored forages
for extended periods of time. She began her new role as Animal Science assistant
professor at the Northern Ag Research Center, Havre, at the beginning of Janu-
ary, and looks forward to conducting research that is important to the producers
of Montana.
Please plan to join us on Jan. 30 upstairs at the Meadowlark.

USDA Seeks Applications To Help
Farmers & Ranchers Venture Into
New & Better Markets

Submitted by Marlee Johnston, USDA Rural Development

Bozeman — The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has announced that
USDA is accepting applications for grants to help agricultural producers maximize
the value of their products and venture into new and better markets.

USDA is making the grants available under the Value-Added Producer Grants
[Inks.gd] program. The grants help farmers and ranchers generate new products,
create marketing opportunities, and increase their incomes through value-added
activities.

Eligible applicants include independent producers, agricultural producer
groups, farmer or rancher cooperatives, and majority-controlled producer-based
business ventures.

USDA may award up to $75,000 for planning activities or up to $250,000
for working capital expenses related to producing and marketing a value-added
agricultural product.

Planning activities may include conducting feasibility studies and developing
business plans. Working capital expenses may include costs associated with
processing, marketing, advertising, inventory, and salaries.

USDA is particularly interested in applications that will advance Biden-Harris
Administration priorities to:

« Reduce climate pollution and increase resilience to the impacts of climate
change through economic support to rural communities.

« Ensure all rural residents have equitable access to Rural Development (RD)
programs and benefits from RD-funded projects; and

+ Help rural communities recover economically through more and better market
opportunities and through improved infrastructure.

Applications for 2024 grants are now being accepted.

Paper applications must be postmarked and delivered by mail, email or in
person to one of Montana’s six offices [Inks.gd] by 4:30 p.m., MST, April 16, 2024.
Electronic applications are due by 9:59 p.m. MST, April 11, 2024.

Additional information is available on page 2919 of the Jan. 17 Federal Reg-
ister. [Inks.gd]

For more information or to apply here in Montana, contact USDA Rural De-
velopment Agriculture Producer State Specialist Marlee Johnston, at marlee.
johnston@usda.gov.
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MSU Extension &
Montana Stockgrowers
Association Announce
2023 Steer Of Merit
Certifications

Submitted by MSU News

Bozeman — Montana State University Extension and the Montana Stock-
growers Association awarded 2023 Steer of Merit certifications at the association’s
Dec. 7 convention in Billings. MSU Extension beef cattle specialist Megan Van
Emon presented the top five winners of the carcass and ultrasound Steer of Merit
contests at a Best of Beef Luncheon.

MSU Extension and Montana Stockgrowers Association distinguished 136
“Steers of Merit” out of 1,290 entries in 2023. Out of 555 steers entered in the
carcass division, 83 were deemed Steers of Merit. In the ultrasound division, 53
out of 735 entries received the distinction. The number of certifications was similar
to the prior year, noted Van Emon.

“More counties participated in the ultrasound contest this year due to a lack
of packing plant facilities and space,” she said.

The winning steer entries are listed below. Breeders are included in paren-
theses.

Carcass division:

Alyssa Hendrick Lanser — Missoula County (Jon Bouma)

Kally Konesky — Cascade County (Rich Love)

Cy Eaton — Prairie County (Frank Eaton and Sons)

Kyona Yeager — Cascade County (Kyona Yeager)

Shaun Billingsley — Missoula County (Kyona Yeager)

Ultrasound division:

Liam Steinbeisser — Richland County (Steinbeisser and Sons)

Alex Wahl — Marias Fair, Glacier County (Diamond Box Livestock)

Charli Dale — Wibaux County (Kahl Ranch)

Sam Duey - Yellowstone County (SidBar Cattle)

Ridge Stonehocker — Fergus County (B & K Livestock)

The Steer of Merit program began in 1967 as a joint effort between the Montana
Stockgrowers Association and MSU Extension to measure, record and improve
carcass characteristics in beef cattle.

“Over time, significant increases have been made in quality grade and in yield
grade, or cutability, indicating that cattle can be selected for leaner carcasses with
higher cutability and still maintain high quality grade as reflected by marbling, which
is the fat in the final product,” said Van Emon.

To be designated a Steer of Merit, carcasses are evaluated by a qualified
individual using information that relates to yield of lean meat and eating quality.
Beef carcasses must meet criteria set by the Steer of Merit Committee in the
areas of hot carcass weight, dressing percent, fat thickness over 12th rib (back
fat), rib eye area, yield grade, percent cutability, and quality grade. Software helps
compile data and rank carcasses for state and county awards. Data is also ana-
lyzed periodically to track genetic and feed management progress. The minimum
standards for Steer of Merit are reviewed each year, and the program is updated
to meet changing industry standards.

Those interested in more information about the Steer of Merit program may
contact Megan Van Emon, MSU Extension beef cattle specialist, at 406-874-8286.
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Montana Department Of Agriculture
Requesting 2024 Specialty Crop
Block Grant Applications

Submitted by Logan Kruse, Montana Department of Agriculture

Helena — The Montana Department of Agriculture (MDA) is now accepting
applications for over $3 million in federal funding available through the Specialty
Crop Block Grant (SCBG) program.

The purpose of the SCBG program is to enhance the competitiveness of
specialty crops in Montana. Specialty crops include fruits, vegetables, peas, len-
tils, dried fruits, as well as horticulture, nursery crops, and floriculture. State and/
or local organizations, government entities, producer associations, academia,
community-based organizations, nonprofit organizations, and other specialty crop
stakeholders are eligible to apply either as single entities or in combined efforts.

Eligible projects include improving efficiency and sustainability of specialty crop
industries, research, education, developing new and improved varieties, improving
the capacity of the distribution chain, enhancing food safety, pest, and disease
control. For a complete list of guidelines and eligibility requirements, please visit
agr.mt.gov/SpecialtyCropBlockGrants.

Grant proposals are due to the Montana Department of Agriculture by 5 p.m.
March 8, 2024. Technical assistance calls will be held on Jan. 31, 2024, 1 p.m.
and Feb. 28, 2024, 10 a.m. For more information, please visit agr.mt.gov/Special-
tyCropBlockGrants or email scbhg@mt.gov.

The Montana Department of Agriculture is serving Montana Agriculture and
growing prosperity under the Big Sky. For more information on department pro-
grams and services, visit agr.mt.gov.

REAL Montana Program Accepting
Applications Until March 31

Submitted by MSU News Service

Bozeman — REAL Montana, a program from Montana State University Exten-
sion, is accepting applications for its next class until March 31. REAL Montana is
a comprehensive two-year program offering in-depth education and training in the
agriculture and natural resource industries. REAL stands for Resource Education
and Agriculture Leadership.

Classes consist of up to 20 participants competitively selected to represent
a variety of agriculture and natural resource industries across the state. REAL
Montana prioritizes diversity in class structure, including geography, gender and
industry sectors. This will be the sixth class offered.

The program seeks to build a network of informed and engaged leaders to
agriculture and natural resource industries. Program highlights include eight in-
state seminars, a national study tour in Washington, DC, and a 10-day international
experience.

“We are excited to welcome a new class in 2024,” said Tara Becken, REAL
Montana program director. “Our program offers a unique and impactful experience
for Montanans interested in increasing their leadership abilities.”

Successful applicants will be announced in July, with the first class seminar
in Bozeman on Sept. 19.

To learn more about the application process or to apply, visit: montana.edu/
realmontana. Questions may be directed to Becken at tara.becken@montana.
edu or 406-930-4205.
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THE EQUIPMENT YOU NEED T0O RUN YOUR FARM!

CASE IH PUMA 185 RB565 ROUND BALER CASE IH PUMA 240 CASE IH SPEED TILLER

TOUGH EQUIPMENT FOR TOUGH JOBS

New Tractors New Haying Equipment Used Skid Steer
Case IH Puma 240 Case IH RB565 Premium 2015 Case IH TR270 $42,900

Case IH Puma 185 New Skidsteer Attachment 2019 New Holland L334 $57,500

New Tillage Case IH 72" Brush Mowers Used Combine
Case IH 475 Speed Tiller, 27ft Case IH 84" Angle Broom 2023 Case IH 8250AFX
Case IH Snow Pushers & Buckets

s TRI.COUNTY IMPLEMENT, INC. gy

2429 W HOLLY STREET » SIDNEY, MT 592709213
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" NEW MISCELLANEOUS EQUIPMENT

Danuser Pallet Forks - 48", 4000Ib Danuser T8 & T7 Hornet Post Pounders
Danuser Hydraulic Post Hole Digger & Augers Danuser Intimidator Tree & Post Puller
Garfield 10’ drag scraper Unverferth 2620 Seed Tender

Danuser Hammer post pounder AGI VRX Grain Vac

Patriot Pivot Track Filler Twin Star G3-7 Rake

Parma 30 Mulcher
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NOW HIRING ADDITIONAL SERVICE TECHNICIANS




