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By Stephanie Ler
I think it might be safe to say that Richland County Forever Buds 4-H member, 

Ali Jo Merritt, excelled in the livestock competitions at the 2018 Richland County Fair 
and Rodeo last August. 

Merritt, who is in her ninth year as a 4-H member, has participated in market beef 
and breeding beef projects for 8 of her 9 years and poultry for six years. In 2018, the 
market steer, breeding beef and rooster Merritt brought to the fair were outstanding 
in their respective classes.    

Ali brought her Red Angus market steer to the fair and he weighed in at 1461 
pounds. “Chester” was purchased from David Balducke and had a daily rate of gain 
of 2.6 pounds per day and a total gain of 567. Ali and Chester were named Grand 

had a steer be named Grand Champion. She knows this award is hard to come by 

and was very honored to have had this opportunity. With Chester winning the market 
class, he was able to compete in the Grand of Grand Champions. This is where all 
Grand Champions of the livestock market and breeding classes compete for the 

Smelser of Border Steel.   
Ali is very involved with her Beef Breeding projects. She got started in Beef 

has developed her very own Registered Red Angus herd. At the fair last year Merritt 
showed several Registered Red Angus breeding projects. She showed a nice heifer 
calf who took Grand champion of her class; she showed two different yearling heifers,
one of which took Grand Champion of the class, and the other 

Richland County 4-H Member Excels At 
2018 Richland County Fair And Rodeo

Ali Merritt won several awards in Beef Breeding for stock raised from her 
own Registered Red Angus operations.

(continued on page 6)
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Serving Farm & Ranch Tire Needs For Over 60 Years!

• On-The-Farm & In-The-Field Tire Service
• Quality Firestone Tractor & Implement Tires

 Straight Talk
 Honest Service
 Fair Prices

1601 S. Central • Sidney, MT | 433-3858 (After-Hours Call Forwarding To Service Rep) | Mon-Fri: 7am - 5:30pm • Sat: 7am - 12pm

IN-THE-FIELD
FARM TIRE
SERVICE

WE’RE 
READY 

TO 
SERVE 
YOU!
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Helena - A program to offer student debt assistance to young
farmers and ranchers in Montana was signed into law on Friday, 
May 10, and will encourage young people to pursue a career in 
agriculture, Montana's leading industry. 

Governor Steve Bullock signed HB 431, which will create a 
student loan debt assistance program to aid young farmers and 
ranchers in paying off up to 50 percent of their student loans 
when they commit to at least 5 years of farming or ranching. 
Students must have graduated from a Montana University System 
university or college to qualify. 

"Student debt is an incredible barrier to young people being 
able to start families, buy homes and start businesses, especially 
something like a farm or ranch," said Kiah Abbey, interim director
of Forward Montana. "I hope that this program is just the start of 
creative solutions to helping alleviate the burden of student debt
on young Montanans."

Farmers and ranchers are public servants who dedicate their 
lives to feeding the rest of the country. In Montana, they steward
over 58 million acres of land and are critical to rural economies. 
According to the USDA agricultural census, the average age of
a farmer in Montana in 2017 was 58. Only 8 percent of farmers
in our state were under the age of 35 - in fact, there were almost 
four times more farmers over 65 than under 35. 

Montana is lucky to have a university system where young 
people who want to continue the farming and ranching tradition 
can get an education in agriculture and gain the knowledge that 
will help them bring Montana's farms and ranches into the fu-
ture. But those students, like many others in Montana, are often 
graduating with massive student loan debt. Student borrowers 
make up 60 percent of Montana graduates, and those borrowers 
have an average of $28,000 in debt. 

This program will be funded through the Montana Growth 
Through Agriculture grant program, which has provided funds 
for strengthening and diversifying agriculture since 1987. The 
legislature also approved a $275,000 funding increase to the 
GTA program this session.

"We're very excited," said Liv Stavick of the Montana Farm 
Bureau. "High tuition costs and low commodity prices have cre-
ated the perfect storm in which the decision for young people 

straight out of school."
HB 431 was sponsored by Rep. Zach Brown (D-Bozeman),

who represents half of the Montana State University, including 
the College of Agriculture building. The Collegiate Young Farmers
and Ranchers of MSU were also proponents of the bill throughout 
its process.

"HB 431 was a win for young people and particularly rural 
communities across Montana," Brown said. "Rural Montana
depends on agriculture as its driving economic force. Hopefully 
this policy can help get young families back in small towns and 
rural areas."

Forward Montana is a young person-led organization that 
engages and mobilizes young Montanans to shape their democ-
racy to improve their lives and the lives of all Montanans. To learn 
more visit  www.forwardmontana.org.

Bill Signed Into Law Creating 
A Student Debt Assistance 
Program For Young Farmers 
And Ranchers
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3200 W. Holly
Sidney, MT

406-488-1602
www.lyrec.com

STAY ALERT, STAY ALIVE
ALWAYS PRACTICE FARM SAFETY
A Message From Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative

If you MUST exit the machinery for safety reasons, do the following:
1. Jump clear of the 
vehicle. Don’t let any part of 
your body or clothes touch 
the ground & the machinery 
at the same time.

2. Land with feet 
together & hop away in 
small steps to minimize 
the path of electric 
current & avoid shock.

3. Reach a MINIMUM safe distance 
of 40ft.

4. Call for help. Make sure no one 
gets within 40ft of the downed line.

5. Do not re-enter the 
area until emergency 
responders & your electric 
co-op crews determine it 
is safe to do so.

ANNUAL 
MEETING
WED, JUNE 5TH
RICH. CO. EVENT CENTER

ALWAYS Consider ALL Downed Power Lines, 
Equipment & Conductors To Be Live & Dangerous

40ft. radius safe distance

if you MUST exit 
the machinery...

if you can drive 
away safely...

If you are inside farm equipment that 
makes contact with a downed power 
line, here’s what you should do:
If you can drive away safely from the power source 
without causing further damage, travel at least 40ft. 
before exiting.

If you are unable to drive away safely, are injured or 
the machinery is inoperable, do NOT exit! Call for help 
immediately & warn others to stay away.

SCRAMBLE PLAY - TEAM MAKEUP WILL BE ASSIGNED BY THE AG COMMITTEE 

Name:___________________________________________  Average 18-hole score, if available:____________ 

Phone/Email:_________________________ Check here if using your own golf cart

-433-1916 or register
online at sidneymt.com. Registration is free for producers. Businesses must sponsor a team to play. 

CUT OUT AND RETURN OR REGISTER ONLINE AT SIDNEYMT.COM | PLEASE WEAR PROPER FOOTWEAR – BOOTS ARE NOT PERMITTED ON THE COURSE

Farmers & Ranchers are invited to join the fun at the

Monday, July 8, 2019 | Sidney Country Club
Registration 7:00 am • Scramble Starts at 8:00 am
Return registration no later than June 28th. Space is limited. Must be 21 or older to participate.

Ag Appreciation Golf Tournament
FREE PLAY FOR PRODUCERS
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Parker Heser • Steven Vinnedge

6304 RB1 Drive • Wolf Point, MT 59201

placed 4th in the class. Ali also showed her yearling bull. 
She had shown her bull as a calf and petitioned the fair 

board to let her bring him back to show as a yearling. Merritt also earned a Grand 
Champion for her family pen of 3 cows. This pen included her heifer calf, her 3 year 

well. The 3 year old cow took Grand Champion of her class. The cow and her heifer 
-

and was awarded Grand Champion Poultry for her beautiful rooster.    

a highlight for Ali and a hard one to beat.” 

genetics and feed. Merritt has purchased steers for her market projects from Kelly 

in the cattle industry.

-

been so great for her.  

minerals, cattle cubes, and hay. 

as the Vice President of the Montana Red Angus Association. This past fall Merritt 
-

again once school is out.  
Merritt will be a Junior at Sidney High School in the fall. This summer she plans 

Merritt. 

Left: Ali with her Grand Champion 
rooster. She showed poultry for six 
years.

(continued from page 2)

Above: Ali's many successes at the 
Richland County Fair & Rodeo.
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96th Annual Wolf Point Wild Horse Stampede
Thurs-Sat, July 11-13, 2019

at the Marvin Brookman Stadium, Wolf Point, MT | Parade at 1:00 pm Fri & Sat

Major Act:
 Amanda Payne 
The One Arm 
Bandit & Co.

Thursday Rodeo

Carnival July 10-13

RODEO TIMES
Thurs, Fri & Sat - 7 pm
Children 6 & under free to Rodeo (Gen. Admission Only)

Tickets Go On Sale June 19, Order By Calling: 406-653-1770 • For Info, Call: 406-653-2012 | Wed, July 10 at 7 pm: KVCK Country Showdown

CINCHJEANS.COM

Wednesday, June 19
• 8-11am: 4-H Livestock Entry
• 12-3pm: Static 4-H Judging & Animal Interview
• 4pm: Parent/Member Animal Meeting
• 6-8pm: Open Class Entry
Thursday, June 20
• 8-11:30am: Open Class Exhibit Entry
• 9am: 4-H Livestock Evaluation
• 1pm: 4-H Small Animal Judging
• 1-4pm: Open Class Exhibit Judging
• 4pm: Parade
• 5pm: Draft Horse Entry & BBQ
• 6pm: Draft Horse Competition

Friday, June 21
• 9am: 4-H Livestock Showmanship Judging
• 1pm: 4-H Awards
• 2pm: 4-H Livestock Sale
• 2-5:15pm: Demo Derby Registration
• 5:30pm: Demo Derby Inspection
• 6pm: Demo Derby
Saturday, June 22
• 8am: 4-H Livestock Release & Load Out
• 2pm: Lil Buckaroo Rodeo
• 4:30pm: “The Radio Stars” Live Music
• 5pm: McKenzie County Caviar & Release of Static 

4-H & Open Class Exhibits
• 6pm: NDRA Rodeo The Radio Stars

W d d J 19 F id J 21

Draft Horse Competition & FREE BBQ Thurs, June 20
Demo Derby & Farm Olympics Fri, June 21

The Radio Stars, Caviar, Lil Buckaroo & NDRA Rodeos Sat, June 22
North Star Amusements Carnival June 20-22

Turkey Federation Shooting Booth | Curly’s Fun Zone | Double Vision Strolling Act

ENTERTAINMENT HIGHLIGHTSHow The West Has Fun At the 61st Annual

MCKENZIE COUNTY FAIR
Wed-Sat, June 19-22 • Watford City, ND

General Admission ........................................................................ FREE
Demo Derby/NDRA Rodeo ......$15 Adults, $10 Ages 6-13, FREE Under 6

Thurs - Sat ..........Curly’s Fun Zone, Double Vision Strolling Act, Carnival & Turkey Federation Shooting Booth
Sat .................................................................................................................................Williston Woodworkers

Live Music by Merrill Piepkorn And
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By Anna Dragseth
Kell Helmuth is a nine-year member of the Sagebrush Ranglers 4-H Club and has 

been involved in 4-H since the age of eight. He has done many indoor, market, and 
showmanship projects through 4-H such as Pigs, Sheep, Beef, Rabbits, Chickens, 
Vegetables, Vet Science Projects, and Baking Projects. 

Helmuth is not only busy taking care of his many animals but also stays busy 
with the Watford City FFA Chapter (where he serves as the president), Watford City 
High School Golf, National Honors Society, and his job as a lifeguard at the Rough 
Rider Center. When asked what was his favorite part about 4-H he responded, 
“Participating in the Mckenzie County Fair and showing off all the hard work I have 
done to get ready for the fair is my favorite part of the organization.” 

Some of his accomplishments in 4-H include Overall Sheep Showmanship and 
Overall Swine Showmanship winner for the 2018 McKenzie County Fair. Helmuth also 

won Grand Champion in the Round Robin Showmanship Contest, a contest where 
all of the overall showmanship winners from each of the different animal categories 
are required to show all of the different type of species and participants are judged 
on how well they can show each one of the animals. Then after the Round Robin 
Showmanship Contest ends, McKenzie County judges pick a Grand and a Reserve 
Round Robin Showman. Helmuth considers winning the Round Robin Showmanship 
Contest to be his greatest accomplishment.  

Helmuth explained that 4-H has also impacted his future career plans and fur-
thered his interests in working with animals. Helmuth said, “4-H has taught me a 
lot of responsibility because I have to get up early to feed, water, and work with my
animals.” Helmuth explained that he is thankful to be able to participate in such a
great organization.

Kell Helmuth Enjoys Participating in 4-H 

Kell was the Overall Sheep and Overall Swine Showmanship winner for the 2018 McKenzie County Fair. 
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-

-

-

Continuous CRP Signup

-

-

Other CRP Signup Options 
-

CRP Contract Extensions

More Information

-

USDA Reopens 
Continuous CRP Signup
Extensions also available to Many 
Expiring Contracts



AG ROUNDUP JUNE 2019 11

SPRING

Services Offered 
By Valley® at 
Your Local

Valley Dealer:
• Valley Pivot Sales 

Installation Services & Parts
• Floating Irrigation Pumps 

Installation & Repair
• Pipeline

SSSSSSeerr iiiiiices OOOOOOffffffffffffeerreeddddd

WE CAN KEEP YOUR PIVOTS 
RUNNING ALL SEASON!

Sidney, MT ............................. 1775 S Central Ave ... 406-488-8066
Billings, MT .............................. 2639 Belknap Ave ... 406-248-4418
Miles City, MT ........................2106 S Haynes Ave ... 406-234-2309
Williston, ND .................................3105 2nd St W ... 701-572-0767
Powell, WY .........................................863 Road 8 .....307754-7204

“WE CAN DO IT ALL! 
NO SUBS NEEDED.”

www.agriindustries.com | Licensed in MT, ND & WY

Sidney, MT ............................. 1775 S Central Ave ... 406-488-8066
Billings, MT .............................. 2639 Belknap Ave ... 406-248-4418
Miles City, MT ........................2106 S Haynes Ave ... 406-234-2309
Williston, ND .................................3105 2nd St W ... 701-572-0767
Powell, WY .........................................863 Road 8 .....307754-7204

Sidney, MT ............................. 1775 S Central Ave ... 406-488-8066
Billings, MT .............................. 2639 Belknap Ave ... 406-248-4418
Miles City, MT........................2106 S Haynes Ave ... 406-234-2309
Williston, ND .................................3105 2nd St W ... 701-572-0767
Powell, WY .........................................863 Road 8 .....307754-7204

Agri Industries Offers 
These Services:

• Valley Pivot Sales • Installation Services & Parts
• Floating Irrigation Pumps • Installation & Repair
• Electrical • Pipelines • Heating & Cooling
• Water Well Drilling & Well Maintainence • Full Parts Counter
• Plumbing • Trenching • Boring • Directional Drilling

“WE CAN DO IT ALL! 
NO SUBS NEEDED.”

www.agriindustries.com | Licensed in MT, ND & WY
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DON’T LET YOUR CROPS GO TO HAIL! 
 

O’Dea Agency, LLC 

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES AND 
COVERAGE BOUND 2 HOURS AFTER APPLICATION IS RECEIVED!

8% CASH DISCOUNT 
IF PAID BY JULY 15 

CALL FOR A QUOTE 
OFFICE: 406-766-2205 
CELL: 406-480-1719 
AVAILABLE 24/7 

 

Froid, MT 

Don't Lose Pounds to
Infertile or Subfertile Bulls!

All bulls should have a breeding soundness exam each year. Bulls can 
be fertile one year & go bad the next! 

We can test your bulls according to Society for Theriogenolgy 

(reproduction) standards. When we test bulls we will:

1. Measure the scrotal circumference
2. Palpate internal sex organs
3. Inspect penis & sheath for warts & other problems
4. Collect sperm & observe them under high power microscope for abnormalities.

PLEASE CALL AHEAD!

We do bulls from 12 months to 12 yrs. of age. Larger 

groups of bulls can be done on your ranch. Individuals 

& trailer loads can be done Monday-Friday in the clinic.

Williston, ND
701-572-7878

1-800-828-6681
Doctors Lee Garbel, Jody Smith, Heidi Folden, Shayla Sorenson & Melanie Philippi Belfield, North Dakota | 701-590-1157

Construction & Pole Buildings

Serving Western 
North Dakota

Your Ranch Isn’t Complete 
Without An E-Bike!

Quiet, 
powerful, 
versatile 
& flat-out 

FUN!

Want to try out an electric bike?
Rent by the mile!

Wed-Fri: 9am - 6pm • Sat: 10am - 5pm | 619 2nd St W • Williston, ND | 701-774-2318
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Sidney Sugars Replaces Tower Diffuser
Bull Gear
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New Seeding, Tillage, Sprayers
Case IH Precision Air 100 Pull-Type Sprayer

Used Haying Equipment In Stock
2003 CaseIH RB562, twine & mesh ..................... $22,000

Miscellaneous Used Equipment
2013 Haybuster 2650 bale processor ................. $17,000
Brandt 5200EX Grain Vac ................................... $11,500

New Grabtech Skidsteer Grapple Buckets In Stock!
 Phoenix Rotary Harrow 60', very nice condition, consigned ...$20,000

THE EQUIPMENT YOU NEED
TO RUN YOUR FARM!

Used Skid Steers
(1) 2013 & (1) 2014 Case IH SV300 .............. Just Traded

New Skid Steer Attachments In Stock
Danuser Palet Forks - 48”, 4000lb

Danuser Hydraulic Post Hole Digger & Augers
Danuser T3 Hydraulic Post Drivers

DANUSER HAMMER POST POUNDER

CASE IH RB565 ROUND BALER

PROAG 4400 BALE CARRIER

NEW GRASSHOPPER 
MOWERS IN STOCK!

Used Seeding, Tillage, Sprayers
Concord 4710 air drill, 3400 Tow behind cart ... $28,000
Brandt 5B4000 suspended boom sprayer, 90' booms ... $19,900
John Deere 2100 inline ripper ........................ $3,500
Brillion 30' mulcher, very good condition ........ $35,000

Used Combines
2000 2388 combine with 30’ 1010 header.

3469 engine hours/2636 seperator. Hopper extensions,
chopper. Consigned ....................................... $40,000

2005 Case IH 2042, 36', finger reel,
good condition............................................... $26,000

2015 Case IH 7240 539E/4080 hours. Comes with 40ft.
Case IH 3152 rigid draper, very nice combine, owner is 
retiring. Consigned .......................................Consigned

2013 Case IH 3152, 40’, uppercross auger kit, 
transport .............................................. $40,000

Lease Returns Available
• Maxxum 125 • Magnum 310CVT
• Farmall 120A • Puma 165 & 185
Used Tractors In Stock

2009 Case IH Puma 155 MFD, loader ............. $95,000
1979 John Deere 4840 3-point, PTO .............. $19,500
New Holland 9682, 4600 Hrs, Trelleborg duals, weight 
kit, EZ-steer guidance .............................$69,000
1997 Case IH 9370, 7600 Hrs, 12 speed ..$49,000

Used Mowers
Grasshopper 620, 52" deck, bagger ....................... $5,900
Grasshopper 723, 61” Powerfold deck, bagger ....... $7,000
Dixon Kodiak 61" deck ........................................... $2,250
Dixon 2-Speed ZTR 36, 36" deck, bagger ................ $1,200


