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Producing Hemp Discussion by
Dr. Chengci Chen at MonDak Ag Days

By Anna Dragseth

On Thursday, March 12 at 9 a.m., Dr. Chengci Chen, cropping systems agron-
omist and superintendent at the Sidney Eastern Agricultural Research Center, will
be informing MonDak Ag Days attendees on producing hemp.

Industrial hemp farming has become increasingly popular in Montana; farm-
ers that are growing hemp are seeing both a demand and profit increase, while
farmers who have never grown hemp before are rushing to plant it in their fields.

The production of industrial hemp in the United States was made possible in
Dec. 2018 when President Donald Trump signed the Farm Bill into law; the legis-
lation removed hemp from the government's controlled drug category, stimulating
a surge in demand for cannabidiol (CBD), a chemical that is derived from hemp
plants. This enables Montana farmers the opportunity to include an additional crop
choice to their rotation plan with potential for a high return.

Industrial hemp is a variety of Cannabis sativa L. and is of the same plant
species as marijuana. Hemp, however, has lower levels of the psychoactive com-
pound THC (tetrahydrocannabinol). Hemp contains less than 0.3% THC, while
marijuana has over 30% THC.

Variety selection, environment, and agronomic management can affect the
concentration of CBD. As industrial hemp has not been grown in the United States
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for many years, data available from the earlier research is not suitable for today's
agriculture. Because of this, scientists and researchers have started implement-
ing trials of hemp at the Montana State University Eastern Agricultural Research
Center, Sidney. Chen and Dr. Apurba Sutradhar, postdoctoral research associate;
have been working on the hemp trials in an effort to see how profitable hemp
can be in eastern Montana. "Our goal is to adapt hemp as a mainstream and/
or rotational crop for industrial application. The main objective for this research
project is to optimize cultivation practices for eastern Montana. We are evaluating
germplasm, agronomic parameters, production/harvest for use as fiber, grain, and
CBD, nutrient management, and performance of hemp under eastern Montana
conditions," explained Sutradhar.

Chen explained that he would be evaluating variety response to seeding
date and plant spacing to tissue CBD concentration. Chen said, "Precise data is
not available on the size of the potential market of industrial hemp in the United
States. However, current industry estimates report that United States retail sales
of all hemp-based products may be nearly $500 million per year."

There is a lot of excitement in the farming community because hemp is seen
as a high-return crop. Many farmers around the country are struggling to make
ends meet, and hemp just might be the crop they need to increase profits.
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2020 National Hard
Spring Wheat Show

The 2020 National Hard Spring Wheat Show was held Feb. 13 at the Williston
ARC. The conference included seminars on weather, wheat production, soil health,
weed control and the popular 5th grade bread fair. Jay & Jerry Doan, Black Leg
Ranch near McKenzie, ND, spoke at the awards dinner. Their presentation was
“Regenerating Soil Health While Improving the Bottom Line” and “Diversifying Ag:
Thinking Outside the Fence.”

Jerry Doan, Black Leg
Ranch, speaks about the
importance of soil health
in improving the value of
the land for and health
of crops, livestock and
people.

Jay Doan, Black Leg
Ranch, talked about
diversifying in Ag to turn
a profit. The Black Leg
Ranch holds weddings,
brews beer, rents cabins
for agri-tourism and
hunting outfitting as well
as ranching.

Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC
Meeting Set for March 12

By Anna Dragseth

Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC, will be hosting an informational meeting at Teddy’s
Residential Suites, Watford City. Starting at 3 pm on Thursday, March 12, Farmers
and ranchers are encouraged to attend the meeting to learn more about Purina
animal nutrition, Bayer animal health, and agronomy updates.

The Purina and animal health update will feature Lance Enget and Ron Bern-
hardt. Enget will be providing an overview of Purina’s fly control mineral, and he will
also be discussing Purina’s new product line called RX3, which deals with starter
rations. Bernhardt will be talking about the four types of fly species and the products
that control them best.

The agronomy update will include information on surfactants, supplementing
crops with foliar nutrients, seed treatment, root disease, protecting fertilizer while
maximizing the efficiencies of nutrients being applied, and a review of emerging/
persistent weed seedling ID.

Surfactants improve pesticide efficiency; increase the foliar uptake of herbicides,
growth regulators, and defoliants. The choice of the adjuvant in an agrochemical for-
mulation is vital. Different types of surfactants include anionic, amphoteric, nonionic,
and cationic surfactants. At the meeting, attendees will also be informed of options
they can use for spring burndown, different herbicides, and varying weed pressures.

There will also be information provided on how to supplement crops with foliar
nutrients in order to maximize return on acres. Some methods used to accomplish
this is to develop a basic understanding of what the particular crop needs, apply
nutrients at the optimal time, use most effective foliar fertilizers, and support higher
yields with strong soil nutrition.

Seed treatment, root diseases, and protecting fertilizer while maximizing the
efficiencies of the nutrients being applied to a certain crop will also be discussed.

After the informational meeting, there will be dinner served at 5:30 pm. Attendees
will have the opportunity to receive discounted booking prices on Purina Fly Control
mineral. If you are interested in attending, please notify Helena Agri-Enterprises
at 701-444-3772.

The Early Morning Red Angus Ranch Will
be Marketing Bulls & Heifers March 11

The Early Morning Red Angus Ranch will be marketing 35 yearling Red Angus
bulls and 30 replacement Red Angus heifer calves Wednesday, March 11 at 1 p.m.
at the Sitting Bull Auction, Williston.

The Early Morning Red Angus Ranch is located 12 miles south of Tioga. Owner
and operator, Carl Frisinger, bought the ranch in 1965; having grown up in a ranch-
ing family, Frisinger grew up raising Herefords. However, when they became hard
to sell, he bought six Red Angus cows from the Leland Drought Reduction Sale
and started marketing Red Angus cattle in 1984 using Leland Red Angus bulls and
Amber Light Red Angus bulls.

Frisinger’s cows begin calving on their own in the hills in April and May and the
calves are range-raised on the 2,050-acre ranch and the additional 5,000 acres
Frisinger leases from a neighbor. November 1, the calves are weaned and moved
to the Sheldon Brothers Feedlot. “The Northwest Veterinary Clinic, Powers Lake
makes sure they’re all healthy. The quality of the cattle is second to none,” he added.

Anyone interested is welcome to view the bulls at Sheldon Brothers Feedlot,
Ray. For more information, give Carl a call at 701-664-2668.
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Richland County Fairgrounds
Event Center

AG DAYS & TRADE SHOW Sidney, Montana

A Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture Event

Trade Show Hours

Thursday: 8am - 6pm
Friday: 8am - 2pm

TRADE SHOW FEATURES MORE THAN 40 BOOTHS!
Thursday, March 12

BAITL 1okttt kbt h ek ekttt ekttt b b Trade Show Opens
DAITL otttk h ettt ettt as Producing Hemp
Chengci Chen — Director of the Eastern Ag Research Center
TOQIL 1ttt bttt b ekttt b ekttt ettt ee Weed ID Workshop*
Brian Jenks — NDSU Cropland Weed Extension Specialist
T2DII0 bttt h b b sttt h b b sttt h et b sttt s e e Lunch Break Served On-Site
Provided by the Sidney FFA Alumni
TPITL ottt The Importance of Adjuvants in Pesticide Application*
Paul Detloff — Loveland Propietary Products
2PITL ettt et h ekttt ek bttt h bbbttt ettt ettt Young Farmer/Rancher Panel
Local Individuals
BDITL ettt ettt h ket st £ £ oA bbb e et £ £ oSt h b e et £ £ e EeEeheh Rt E etk b b st a et ettt b b s ettt et ettt neaenen Break
BI5PM et Grazing Corn in the Winter Part 2: An Update from the 2019-2020 Grazing Season
Marlin _Johnston — Richey Farmer/Rancher
(675) 44 OO OO OO OO E OSSOSO Trade Show Ends
o

Friday, March 13
TAITL otttk e et bkttt b bkttt b ekttt ettt an Sidney Chamber Breakfast
Sponsored by Advanced Communications
QAN . bbb e h ettt a ettt Estate Planning In Montana
Marsha Goetting — MSU Extension Specialist
TTAIMN e e Farming and Ranching Succession in the Shark Tank of WHAT IF
Ron Hanson — University of Nebraska — Agricultural Economics Specialist
T2PIN0 ettt Lunch Break Served On-Site
Provided by Sidney FFA Alumni
T2 B0PITN 1ttt h bbbttt b et ne st Ron Hanson - Session Continued
2PITL ettt ettt Ron Hanson Session Concludes/Trade Show Ends
573 00 OO OO OO OO TU SO ERSOSERRPRTRSPR Pre-Banquet Social
OPITL ottt MonDak Ag Days Banquet — Featuring The Peterson Farm Brothers

Banquet tickets can be purchased the day of the event at the Stockman Bank booth at the Trade Show.
Thank you to our break sponsors: Monana Farmers Union, Blue Mountain Feeds, Nutrien Ag Solutions, Anipro/Xtraformance Feeds & Beta Seed.

*Pesticide Points Available For:
Weed ID Workshop — Worth 2 Pesticide Points
The Importance of Adjuvants in Pesticide Application — Worth 1 Pesticide Point
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BANQUET

Friday, March 13

5 p. m. at the
Event Center

Tickets $45 Each

(includes 1 drink ticket for social)

Available for purchase at:
* Richland Co. Extension
* Sidney Chamber
* Sidneymt.com
* Stockman Bank
* Tri-County Implement

FEATURING

Peterson Farm Brothers
With a passion for promoting their family’s
lifestyle of farming, the Peterson brothers took
a new approach. In 2012 they decided to create a
parody of LMFAO’s song, “I'm Sexy and I Know
It,” about farming entitled, “I’'m Farming & I
Grow It.” Within just two weeks their video went
viral on YouTube with over 6 million views. The
brothers said the song took their ag-focused
message and spread it worldwide. Since releasing
the song, they have traveled the country to share
their view on what makes farming important. With
their interesting and fun approach to agriculture
awareness, you won’t want to miss out on the
chance to see them at the banquet Friday night!

FOR MORE AG DAYS INFO:
Contact the Sidney Chamber at 406-433-1916
or visit our website: sidneymt.com
Find us on Facebook!
facebook.com/MonDakAgDays
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Ron Hanson To Discuss Farming and
Ranching Succession At MonDak Ag Days

By Anna Dragseth

Starting at 11 a.m. on Friday, March 13 at the Richland County Event Center,
Ron Hanson, agribusiness professor emeritus, University of Nebraska, will be
speaking about “Farming and Ranching Succession - in the Shark Tank of What If.”

Hanson has been a college professor for 46 years; throughout his teaching
career he has earned 31 university and national award recognitions. These hon-
ors include: being the first Nebraska professor to receive the USDA Excellence
in University Teaching Award, being named the Nebraska Professor of the Year
by the Carnegie Foundation, and selected as the University Educator of the Year.
He is a recent recipient of the Nebraska Farm Bureau Silver Eagle Award for his
dedication and service to ag youth as well as farm families in rural America.

His discussion will focus on helping farm and ranch families realize the impor-
tance/need of contingency planning to begin a process of working out a succession
plan to keep their farm/ranch in the family for future generations.
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Hanson has counseled with Nebraska farm families for more than 40 years
to help them resolve family conflicts and to improve family relationships through
better communications. His current efforts have been directed at farm business
ownership succession and the transfer of management control between genera-
tions. Through his publications and professional travels, Hanson is recognized as
a keynote program speaker on the importance of contingency planning to keep
family members on their farms to continue farming legacies for future generations.

During Hanson'’s presentation, he will be informing attendants on how to devel-
op and implement a business management contingency plan in order to overcome
unexpected changes to the organizational structure and/or management leadership
to a family farm, which is crucial for the continued success of a farming operation.
Hanson explained, “An effective management strategy is to put yourself in the
‘shark tank’ and begin addressing the difficult questions and situations that might
arise from these uncertainties in farming. That is a necessary step in protecting/
managing the farm’s wealth and preserving farm business assets for future
generations. Few farming operations ever survive an unexpected change to
the organizational management structure of their farming business, let alone
a crisis situation within the family. Most farm families realize the importance
of implementing a contingency business plan for if and when something ever
happens, but few families ever accomplish this management goal.”

To hear more from Ron Hanson about farming and ranching succession,
make sure to attend MonDak Ag Days!
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Goetting To Discuss Estate Planning
In Montana At MonDak Ag Days

By Anna Dragseth

Dr. Marsha Goetting, professor and extension family economics specialist, will
be discussing estate planning in Montana, during the MonDak Ag Days event at
the Richland County Event Center Friday, March 13 at 9 a.m.

Dr. Goetting will be discussing how the development of an estate plan can
benefit just about anyone. Young or old, wealthy or middle class, an estate plan
can reduce the taxes and expenses of an estate, simplify and speed the transfer
of assets to the next generation and help ensure that beneficiaries are protected.

Goetting said, "Estate planning is the process of anticipating and arranging,
during a person's lifetime, for the management and distribution of that person's
assets during the person's life and after death. Some people use the term legacy
planning which includes the values, hopes, aspirations for the future, and mem-
ories, you want to leave behind for your friends, relatives, and immediate family
members. | plan to illustrate both. No longer are federal estate taxes an issue for
99.9% of Americans."

Goetting has a reputation of making estate planning interesting. She keeps
attendees actively involved by offering opportunities to answer questions using
electronic response clickers. People who attend Goetting's talk will learn why estate
planning is essential. They will also learn when a will controls property distribution
and when it doesn't and the advantages and disadvantages of a trust.

Goetting explained that her goal is to encourage attendees to take action

towards planning their estates. "If
they have a spouse, the first step is
to discuss who they want to receive
their property. Then decide to leave the
property equally versus equitably. A visit
with an attorney can help with the legal
issues," said Goetting.

Creating an estate plan is not
something everyone thinks about doing,
especially young people. Still, Goetting
said, "Even a young couple with children
needs estate planning if for no other
reason to name guardianship of the
children and also the conservator. The
conservator handles the money. A cou-
ple can have one person perform both
functions or one person as a guardian
and the other as a conservator."

If you do not complete an estate
plan, it will enable others the opportunity
to make decisions for you.
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Dr. Marsha Goetting, professor
and extension family economics
specialist.

THE NORTHEAST MONTANA TEAM INVITES YOU

TO THE MONDAK AG DAYS & TRADE SHOW
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Ag Solutions-

Chet Hill

Your agronomist specialist team
helping you feed the future.

406-413-0309

Jillian Mahlen
701-570-0322

Tater Mason
406-963-7100

Brian McCabe
406-230-6120




10 AG ROUNDUP MARCH 2020

““NOTHING AS

~REWARDING...

as watching that last load of sugarbeets leave the
field. Knowing we started with a seed, tended,
nurtured and helped it meet its full potential--
from seed to abundance.

That’s why | love to bring my daughter out with me.
She learns lessons about work ethic, putting your
heart and soul into your work and persistence.

It's the exact same way | was taught.
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but one thing hasn’t. Betaseed has

been our partner across generations. l
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Rita Herford

Gentner-Bischer Farms
Minden City, MI
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Peterson Farm Brothers Performing
At MonDak Ag Days March 13

MONDA R

Al DAYS & TRADE SHOW

The Peterson
Farm Brothers

By Bill Vander Weele

The Peterson Farm Brothers have been a strong voice for agriculture while
entertaining through videos and in concert over the last seven years. They will
share their message at this year’s MonDak Ag Days’ banquet on Friday, March 13.

“We will be performing parody music and talk about how we pretty much started
promoting farming,” leader of the group Greg Peterson said.

He said the group has performed in more than 40 states. Their parody videos
have attracted more than 100 million viewers on Facebook and YouTube.

“I do all the writing and production of the videos,” Greg said. “Ideas come when
I’m just working on the farm and thinking creatively.”

The Peterson Farm Brothers’ first video was “I’'m Farming and | Grow it.” Their
recent hits have included “Pasture Road (Old Town Road Parody),” and “Crazy
Grain (Crazy Train Parody).”
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Their performances have resulted a solid following. “We’ve been recognized
for a couple of things,” Greg said. “We’re just trying to promote agriculture whether
it’s through our videos or posts or in person.”

They have done blogs on topics such as GMOS, pesticides, hormones, anti-
biotics, animal welfare and organic food.

The Petersons work a fifth-generation farm in Assaria, KA, where they raise
beef cattle and have wheat, corn and alfalfa crops.

“We look forward to coming to Montana and meeting some new people,” Greg
said. “We will provide entertainment as well as education and inspiration.”

Tickets for the banquet at the Richland County Event Center are $45. Tickets
are available at the Sidney Chamber, Richland County Extension office, Stockman
Bank, Tri-County Implement or by going online to www.sidneymt.com.
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VISIT US DURING AG DAYS

Anthue Tack & Tools * Western Art Horse Sculptures * And More

I Lo N E We Accept Credit Cards
102 N Central Ave * Downtown Sidney
a 1} ? a c e Mon-Sat: Noon - 6pm | 406-489-1945

Artwork ¢ Antiques * Used Books ¢ Jewelry ¢ Ice Cream
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ANDERSON
VERMEER SALES

facebook.com/AndersonVermeer
www.andersonvermeer.com

ALEXANDER, NORTH DAKOTA
8 15192 Hwy 68 + 701-828-3358

The Vermeer N-series balers bring heavy-duty components for strength and durability in the field when you need it most.
Smart features like the available automatic pickup clutch and Auto Lube system help extend machine life. Plus, they’re backed
by the best distribution network in the industry.
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Intercropping And Cover

Cropping Strategies Focus
0f ARS BrownBagger

By Beth Redlin

As weeds, disease and pest insects take a bigger bite out
of farmer profits, many are looking for new ways to maintain
or increase crop production, while reducing input costs for
managing those pests. Among the more novel approaches to
address pest and productivity issues is the use of intercropping
or the planting of two (or sometimes more) crops together in the
same field at the same time. Advantages to intercropping can
be found in more efficient use of resources (water, nutrients
and sunlight) leading to increased net productivity per acre;
reduced pest densities as the intermingled crops confuse pest
insects or attract beneficial ones, and, in some instances,
reduced disease incidence compared to monocropping.

Research Specialist Ezra Aberle is among several North
Dakota State University researchers studying intercropping
at NDSU’s Carrington Research Extension Center (CREC)
and he will be sharing results of their work to date this coming
Friday, March 6 at the USDA-ARS Northern Plains Agricultural
Research Laboratory (NPARL), Sidney. Aberle is the fourth
speaker in NPARL'’s annual winter BrownBagger Series. His
talk runs from noon - 1 pm at the Sidney, ARS lab located at
1500 N. Central Ave.

“I'll be talking about the research being conducted at
the Carrington Research Extension Center on intercropping
and interseeding,” Aberle said, “along with a multiyear, more
statewide, trial on cover crop timing strategies.” Intercropping
studies at Carrington include flax/chickpea, and corn silage/
companions like legumes in traditional systems, along with
oat/field pea in organic systems.

Aberle is a native of Valley City, although he lived through-
out the Great Plains and lowa while growing up. He attended
NDSU for two years before transferring to lowa State Univer-
sity where he earned a B.S. in animal science and an M.S.
in crop physiology and production. He began working at the
Carrington station in 2002 and has been there ever since.

Aberle’s research focuses on Carrington’s long-term
cropping systems study which he has managed for over 15
years. He also does research in CRP management for bio-
mass production; perennial grasses, legumes and cover crop
species demonstrations across salinity gradients; evaluation
of grasses for biomass production, and intercropping legumes
and cover crops.

NPARL invites all interested persons to join us for this very
informative presentation beginning at noon this Friday, March
6. Bring your lunch. We’ll provide the dessert!

For questions or more information, contact Beth Redlin at
406-433-9427 or beth.redlin@usda.gov.
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26% Production Sale
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12 Red Angus Hﬂl[ World: Functiona Not Pamperec Ban visinmary
Etﬂﬂnmlnl_- Pricod and Brog
Twn _YEar Arngus: mies Deep Ribbed, Easy Fleshing, Calving Ease
Old Bulls Lemavity: eroviang mousis rroe Ganoc
3 Red Angus I ntegrity: Hanest, Practical Data ang I::;:u:‘ s e

ati
5 sfied Customers; Over Binoy, Repoat Buyers

1 50 Yea.rllng T“Frngmml: One Sale - Quality Runs Dty
Heifers Brneritabitity: runco,

= EMicioncy = pROgT
50 BWF fcs:
CDnrm RCe: Frpp Dalivery, or 350 off W plckod U Sale Da
¥

For more information or to request a sale catalog please contact:

Doug & Ceylon Feiring Scott Davis
6698 94 Ave. NW, Powers Lake, ND 58773 6595 99th Drive NW, White Earth, ND 58794
(70 1_} 755-3449 - Cell (701) 629-1912 (701) 755-3382 = Cell (701) 641-8705
Fax: (/01) 628-1258 = dfeiring@restel.net ashcoulee@yahoo.com ;

Phone Bids - Sight Unseen Guarantee
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Check Your Sump Pump

—

The primary and backup pumps are in the bottom of this sump. (NDSU photo)

By NDSU Ag Communication

A sump pump is the first line of defense for many homeowners to prevent
water from seeping into the basement.

“Last spring, many sump pumps hadn’t run much in the previous years, but
with snowmelt last spring and excess rain in the fall, they ran quite frequently and,
in some houses, the sump pump has been running almost all winter,” says North
Dakota State University Extension Agricultural Engineer Tom Scherer. “However,
before the snow starts melting this spring, homeowners should check their sump
pump to make sure it works properly, and if it has been running a lot, have a
backup ready in case it quits.

“Due to excess rain last fall, the soil is saturated, and as the snow starts melting,
some water is sure to seep into the tile surrounding the house footings,” he adds.

Sump pumps are available in two basic models: upright (commonly called a
pedestal) and submersible. Either works well with proper maintenance.

The pedestal pump’s motor usually is about a foot above the top of the sump
and the pump is at the base, which sits on the bottom of the sump. The motor is
not meant to get wet. A ball float connected by a rod to a switch near the motor
turns the pump on and off.

“One advantage of this type of pump is that the on/off switch is visible without
having to look into the sump,” says NDSU Extension Agricultural Engineer Ken
Hellevang.

Submersible pumps are designed to be submerged in water and sit on the
bottom of the sump. A float-activated switch controls the pump’s on/off operation.

The float moves according to the water level in the sump. When the water in
the sump rises to a certain level, the pump turns on, and when the water drops to
a certain level, the pump turns off.

The float control mechanism can have different configurations, depending on
the manufacturer. The on/off distance is adjustable on some models and not on

A Common Cause Of Sump Pump Failure Is Damaged Or Rusted Bearings In The Motor

others.

To check the pump’s operation, first make sure the discharge pipe on the
outside of the house is not plugged and that it directs water away from the house.
Alternatively, some cities allow the sump pump to discharge into the sanitary sewer
before March 31 for a fee.

Make sure the pump is plugged in. Remove the lid (if the sump has one) and
use a flashlight to check that the sump doesn’t contain any material that can plug
the pump.

If the sump is dry, lift the float for about 10 seconds to see if the pump turns
on and runs smoothly, then lower the float slowly. Briefly running a pump when
it’s dry will not do any damage.

If you have an electric backup pump, that can be checked the same way.

You also can check the pump’s operation by pouring water into the sump until
the float turns the pump on. Try to simulate the speed that water normally would
flow into the sump. Watch the on/off float operation and listen to the pump.

“Make sure the pump turns on and off at least twice,” Hellevang advises. “If
the pump sounds like it is pumping gravel or the float is sluggish, then you may
need a new pump or float.”

A common cause of pump failure is damaged or rusted bearings in the motor.
Another common problem is the float switch doesn’t make good electrical contact
and turns on slowly or not at all.

“If the homeowner is new and not familiar with sump pumps, now is a good
time to call a licensed plumber,” Scherer says. “The plumber can check to make
sure the sump pump is ready for the spring thaw.”

Because of power outages or sump pump failure, many houses have additional
protection in the form of an electric backup sump pump. This pump is installed in
the same sump as the primary pump, but it only turns on if the primary pump fails.

These pumps are
battery-powered. Backu p

Battery main-

tenance is very
& for Battery Salechon

important, the
specialists say.
For more infor-
mation, see the
NDSU publication
“Electric Backup =

Sump Pumps for | <" T ek e
Houses” (avail- e
able online at 2 Tive M- |/ Sy i—
https://tinyurl.com/ et T
BackupSump- L R A
Pumps-NDSU or A :
from the NDSU s
Distribution Center
at 701-231-7883,
or contact the Ex-
tension office in
your county.




WE CAN HELP YOU

SAVE BIG $$9

WITH RELIABLE ENERGY EFFICIENT PRODUCTS

We Offer Rebates On:

* Electric Heat
* Heat Pump Systems . =

» Water Heaters Y

| © Grain Dryers

. - —

For additional information, contact LYREC
or go to www.lyrec.com

LYREC

LOWER YELLOWSTONE

RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

©

Your Touchstone Enengy” Cooperative ,ﬁ:t i
3200 West Holly, Sidney | 406-488-1602 | www.lyrec.com
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SIDRZY LIVZSTOCE MARKZT CZNTZR

wer Sl DT LIVEETOCE .com
Working Hard To Build A Competitive Marketplace For Your Livestock!

pof-LB3-gg1y

— SALE SCHEDULE —

Wed, Mar 11th.................... Replacement Hfr Special &
All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 AM

Wed, Mar 11th.......ccceeerreeceee Triangle M Red Angus &
R/K Red Angus Bull Sale - 1:00 PM

Wed, Mar 18th......... Bred Cow Sale, Replacement Hfr
Special & All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 AM

Wed, Mar 25th.........ccccoevvvvnnnn... All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 AM
Wed, Apr 1st....cciiimiiieeeinneees Grass Calf Special &
All Class Cattle Sale 9:00AM

Wed, Apr 8th .......ccccveeeeeinnnee All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 AM
Fri, Apr 10th............ Regency Acres Bull Sale 1:00 PM
Wed, Apr 15th .......ccveeeeeennnene All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 AM
Wed, Apr22nd.....ccccoeeevveeeeenennn. Replacement Hfr Special &
All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 AM

Wed, Apr 29th ........cccceeeenneee All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 AM
Wed, May 6th..............ooeens All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 AM
Wed, May 13th ..., Pair Special &
All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 AM

Wed, May 20th ..............cceee All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 AM
Wed, May 27th ..., No Sale
Wed, Jun 3rd........cccovvvveinnnnnnnn. All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 AM

= = = =

Tim Larson: 406-480-2666 * Dustin Cymbaluk: 701-220-0813
Terry Moe: 701-580-2426 * Christy Albin: Office Manager

406-482-3513 | www.sidneylivestock.com | ylc@midrivers.com

gl
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C O N F I D E N C E DECADES BREEDING ANGUS

is a prefix with a
past, present & future

GDAR - A prefix with a past, 100 rercenT GuARANTEED
present & future dedicated to

improving the Angus cow for

the betterment of the beef 1 957 THE YEAR GDAR STARTED
industry: PERFORMANCE TESTING

The GDAR program is in it for +
the long haul, and focuses on 8 500 GDAR BULLS MARKETED
relevant traits that will have the )

greatest impact on the +
sustainability and success of 22 1 000 RECORDS RECORDED
the beef industry. )

Generations of Satisfied Customers!

GDAR SIRES IN Al STUDS

Gartner ~“Denowh 225 Yearling Bulls

250 Commercial Heifers
ANGUS RANCR March 26, 2020

Mick Denowh Paul Denowh Chad Denowh 1:00 MDT at the ranch ¢ Sidney, MT
406-798-3355 406-798-3375 406-798-3541

www.gdar-angus.com




AG DAYS & TRADE SHOW

A Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture Event

TRADE SHOW FEATURES MORE THAN 40 BOOTHS!

Thursday, March 12

BAIM i e Trade Show Opens
DQAIM ettt Producing Hemp
Chengci Chen — Director of the Eastern Ag Research Center
TOAM 1o Weed ID Workshop
Brian_Jenks — NDSU Cropland Weed Extension Specialist
12PIM e Lunch Break Served On-Site

Provided by the Sidney FFA Alumni
1pm.......The Importance of Adjuvants in Pesticide Application
Paul Detloff — Loveland Propietary Products

2PIM e Young Farmer/Rancher Panel
Local Individuals
BPITL et Break

3:15pm... Grazing Corn in the Winter Part 2: An Update from
the 2019-2020 Grazing Season
Marlin Johnston — Richey Farmer/Rancher

March 12-13
2020

Richland County Fairgrounds

Event Center
Sidney, Montana

Trade Show Hours
Thursday: 8am - 6pm
Friday: 8am - 2pm

Friday, March 13

TAIM i e Sidney Chamber Breakfast

Sponsored by Advanced Communications

OAIM ettt Estate Planning In Montana

11am . Farming and Ranching Succession in the Shark Tank of

Marsha Goetting — MSU Extension Specialist

WHAT IF

Ron Hanson — University of Nebraska — Agricultural Economics
Specialist

12PIM e Lunch Break Served On-Site
Provided by Sidney FFA Alumni

12:30pm . Ron Hanson — Session Continued
2pm........... Ron Hanson Session Concludes/Trade Show Ends
SPIML ittt Pre-Banquet Social

6pm....... MonDak Ag Days Banquet — Featuring The Peterson

Farm Brothers
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BANQUET
Featuring The Peterson
Farm Brothers

Friday, March 13
5 p. m. at the

Event Center
Tickets $45 Each

(includes 1 drink ticket for social)

Available for purchase at:
* Richland Co. Extension
* Sidney Chamber
* Sidneymt.com
* Stockman Bank
* Tri-County Implement

OPIML oo Trade Show Ends
4 N\ (. . - - N
Spring Cleaning Supplies!
n O lds Our Undiluted Products Save You $$$ N 13]'16\{1 ke \As{nﬁa[fs{zlng
ty MARKET East-Mont ARG

CASE LOT SALE MARCH 4-17

1151 S. Central  Sidney, MT | Open Daily 6am - 10pm

thoIesaIe Distributors | 608 E. Main * Sidney | 406-433-2910

Enterprises Inc.

Sidney, MT
B&W H|tches 406-433-1007
 Grade 8 Steel Boits NEW CnC Plasma Cutter! )

\_ Grocery 433-2305 « www.reynoldsmarket.com ) Y
C ustomer Service is Our #1 Priority ) ot Tl ) = )
i _ o 115 2nd Ave SE
Farm & Ranch, Oil Field & Construction ! ) u o .
Barder Materials, Fencing Supplies, New * Jetting Frozen Sewer Lines S|d ney MT
b GV B Gl Steel, Pipe, Aluminum & Stainless : ;Lér;]zcz%p::]rt& Value !
Buylng all ferrous & non-ferrous metal Office: 406-433-7586 + Snake Jobs 406'482'3304
Sidney: 35002 CR 123 + 406-433-7757 Williston: 13895 W. Front St 701-572-6493 Fax: 406-433-759 + Camera-Locate Sewer Lines 1-800-962-7068
Glendive: 2703 W. Towne St. » 406-377-4398 Miles City: 12 Peggy Lane » 406-874-7428 Service: 406-489-0915 + Pipe Burst Sewer Lines Pa’-ts Stores
Plentywood: Hwy 16 East » 406-765-2624 \_ PO Box 1003 / 34980 Hwy 23, Sidney, MT  « Troubleshooting ) U )
( ) [E N\ [
) PAYBACK chones SERTZ
: ’ REAL ESTATE
Brandon Weidert
. Justin Jones Jerrian Franzen Dennis Wick
Nutrition Consultant 406-480-9525 406-478-3773 406-480-1550
Cell: 701-240-1230 * Email: brandon.weidert@chsinc.com 406-433-4445 | 310 14th St SE  Sidney, MT INSURANCE AGENCY
\_ www.paybacknutrition.com ) L www.NickJonesRE.com ) \114 2nd Ave SE - Sidney, MT | 406-433-1411
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Everything Sugar Beets Galore: ISBI Event March 11-12

LBS ANGU

‘WHER'E BULES.ARE e
HERE BULLS ARE |

FOR GROWTH, MATERNAL TRAITS, FERTILITY AND CAL\,
FOR LONGEVITY, SOUNDNESS, AND PERFORMANCIEHN..-

11’.‘ (f_?/ 7 E&lﬂyrﬁfl? s JdY, 74 ! 747% 2777 /f4.

mnnmous:w:t—
OFFERING
e 75 Yearlings (top 30%) e 15 Coming 2-Year-Olds e 70 Fancy Replacement Heifers

Over 90% repeat buyers over the past 6 years!
Volume Discounts!

—MUSGRAVE-@!.&S‘I‘UN
Refenence Sines 205 day

TK CONTRACTOR Y914 SD TEN SPEED 6206 \ygight 744# CATALOG
TK INVESTMENT C48 SD VANCE 7234 ONLINE!
LBS RENOWN D1 Tk REsourcEB61s  NO CREEP RS smmprm s

20TH ANNUAL PRODUCTION SALE

MARCH 9TH, 2020 ¢ 2PM(CST)
SITTING BULL AUCTION @ WILLISTON, ND

Take an additional 50 off of your bull punchase i qou take qour bull(s) lome cale day.

Coutact ws taday for a sale catalog!
L B S A N G U S ROBERT, KAREN & HOPE SORENSON
14040 93RD ST. NW - FORTUNA, ND

(701)834-2320 - (701)570-0571 - (701)570-6441

AUCTIONEER: BUTCH HAUGLAND 701-965-6234 * SITTING BULL REP: KIRBY KREBSBACH 701-570-1420
RINGMEN: LOREN SORENSON 701-641-1140, BRANDON WEIDERT 701-240-1230

VIEW OUR

BUTCH,LILA - STACY & DYLAN
RYAN, LINDSEY, KYLIE & WYATT

() ) ()
B
USRI
By Nicole Lucina

If you're looking for all things sugar beet, then The International
Sugarbeet Institute (ISBI) is just the event for you! It’s held every
March and is the United States’ largest exhibit of sugar beet equip-
ment and products.

The ISBI is held in Fargo and Grand Forks, ND and alternate
years. The 2020 ISBI event is being held in Grand Forks and will
spotlight legislators, sugar specialists and agricultural leaders. It will
take place March 11-12 at the Alerus Center. Both admission and
parking are free for this event.

While the schedule is subject to change, the ISBI is set to kick off
this year on Wednesday, March 11, 9 a.m. There is a free breakfast
both days from 9-9:30 a.m. for all vendors and attendees, along with
a free lunch at noon.

Dr. Courtney Gaine, Sugar Association President and CEO, will be
giving a presentation during the show on Wednesday. Before starting
at the Sugar Association, Gaine was a senior science program man-
ager at the North American branch of the International Life Sciences
Institute (ILSI North America).

At ILSI North America they focus on applying and understanding
the science behind the nutritional quality and safety of food.

Doors open again at 9 a.m. on Thursday where Scott Herndon,
American Sugarbeet Growers Association vice president and general
counsel, will give a presentation. In his current position, Herndon is
the decision maker when it comes to biotechnology and regulatory
issues for sugar beet growers in the U.S.

Doors close at 5 p.m. on Wednesday and at 3 p.m. on Thursday.

This event dates back to 1963 where it started in Crookston, MN.
It started out as a specialized event and was held during the winter.
Later on, it became a two-day trade show and educational opportunity.
It gained its international status in 1980 when growers from Manitoba
hopped on board and started participating.

Attendees are in for a treat with exciting displays and exhibits
along with the special guest speakers who cover a wide variety of
topics that pique the interest of anyone in agriculture. One of the
specialties of this event is the millions of dollars’ worth of equipment
that growers will have the chance to scope out.

The ISBI has become such a big event, it's estimated that 4,000
people will attend this year. Exhibitors are even given the opportunity
to win awards during the two-day event.

For more information on the 2020 ISBI, you can visit sugarbeetin-
stitute.com, view their Facebook page, call Mohamed, 218-790-8596
or email mohamed.khan@ndsu.edu.
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MSU Agriculiure Student Earns
National Leadership Honor

By Reagan Colyer, MSU News Service

Bozeman — A Montana State University student will travel to

Washington, D.C. after earning a spot in a selective national program
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Natalie Sturm, a senior studying agroecology in MSU’s Sus-
tainable Food and Bioenergy Systems program in the College of
Agriculture’s Department of Land Resources and Environmental
Sciences, was one of 20 undergraduate students selected as part of
the USDA’s 2020 Future Leaders in Agriculture Program. The goal
of USDA program is to assist young agriculturalists from around
the nation in shaping the current and future state of agriculture by
interacting with policymakers, producers and industry leaders at the
annual USDA Agriculture Outlook Forum.

“Natalie always amazes as she leaps to new heights with her
achievements in academics, discovery, leadership and service
to Montana State University, the Bozeman community and the
field of sustainable food systems,” said Selena Ahmed, associate
professor in sustainable food and bioenergy systems, an interdis-
ciplinary program between College of Agriculture and the College
of Education, Health and Human Development, who nominated
Sturm for the program. “She shines in every class and in the lab
with her unparalleled enthusiasm and deep curiosity characteristic
of a strong researcher.”

Sturm became involved with Ahmed’s work in MSU’s Food and
Health Lab after her freshman year at MSU, but she said she was
inspired to pursue work in the field of sustainable food and agriculture
much earlier, after taking a human nutrition class while in middle
school in her home state of lllinois.

“I grew up north of Chicago, definitely not an agricultural area at
all. That class opened my eyes to the idea that agriculture doesn’t
have to be harmful to the environment, which was the story I'd al-
ways been told,” said Sturm. “When | realized that agriculture can
actually help to solve some of our most pressing environmental
problems, | knew that was what | needed to do with my life, from
the time | was 13 or 14.”

Drawn by MSU’s Honors College and sustainable agriculture
curriculum options, Sturm arrived in Bozeman in 2016 and imme-
diately became involved in both research and her new community.
She spent the summer after her freshman year studying local food
systems in eastern Montana and later took a trip to Morocco to
participate in a research project focused on sheep grazing and plant
surveying. But some of her favorite work has been done in the Food
and Health Lab, examining how agricultural management and the
environment impact the nutrient density of agricultural crops.

“I had never really thought of that before | started working in
Dr. Ahmed’s lab,” Sturm said. “I'd never made the connection that
where and how a crop is grown can actually impact how nutritious
that crop is. It’s been really neat to get to experiment with that both
in the lab and in the field.”

(continued on page 24)

NLC Cow Boss 160C,
ASA 2978190. Sold in
the 2016 sale, owned by
Stewart Family Genetics,
T Heart Ranch and
Nelson Livestock Co.

NLC Gen Ten 82E,

ASA 3317984, high
seller in 2018 sale, and
son of NLC Progressive
40C, high seller in 2016
sale. Gen Ten hoasts ten
generations of Nelson
breeding on the cow side.
Semen available from
Allied and ABS.

MONDAY

55 Black and Red SimAngus™ Bulls
20 Black and Red Purebred Simmental Bulls
5 Purebred Angus Bulls

Pictures and data on sale bulls available on our website early March. Contact us or
visit our website to be added to the mailing list.

SIMMENTAL e SIMANGUS™ e ANGUS

5831 Hwy 7, Wibaux, Montana 59353

Tom & Renee Nelson 406-588-3371, SUPERIORREP G000 L0,
Brent Nelson 406-978-2697 \
Taylen Nelson 406-853-3620 e e 1t /

www.nelsonlivestockco.com

A\PRIL 6, 2020,

~ AT THE RANCH! NEAR:WIBAUX, MONTANA

No creep.

No pampering.
No hard feed.
No problems.

When you buy bulls from Nelson
Livestock Co., you expect maintenance
free genetics. Our rugged, forage
based operation is designed to be as
close to the conditions of our primary
customers’ as we can make them.
Environmentally tested black and red
SimAngus™ and Simmental genetics
for no-miss. crossbreeding solutions.
.Sel1egted for generations to thrive
without extra inputs, and then produce
high value feeder cattle that generate
efficiency, beef value and profits all
down the beef chain.

WHERE
PERFORMANCE
IS'BRED ON.
NOT FED ON.

N\ 2,44 111 14e By Counny

‘GENETIC RESOURCES
Marty Ropp 406-581-7835
Corey Wilkins ~ 256-590-2487

www.alliedgeneticresources.com

Also For Sale: 10 Previously Un-offered Long Age Bulls I




22 AG ROUNDUP MARCH 2020

Wet Weather Increases Risk for Wheat Midge in 2020

An Insecticide Will Probably Be Needed To Reduce Potential Yield Loss

By NDSU Ag Communication

Soil samples in North Dakota indicate increasing levels of overwintering wheat
midge larvae (cocoons) for the 2020 season, says Janet Knodel, North Dakota
State University Extension entomologist.

A total of 1,900 soil samples were collected from 20 counties in the fall of
2019 to estimate the statewide risk for wheat midge in the 2020 field season. The
distribution of wheat midge is based on unparasitized cocoons found in the soil
samples.

“About 1% of the soil samples had very high population densities of wheat
midge (greater than 800 midge larvae per square meter) this past year,” Knodel
says. “The hot spots were located in west central Wells County and southwestern
Ramsey County.”

Another 2% was at a high-risk level (501 - 800 midge larvae per square me-
ter) in northeastern Bottineau County, central Mountrail County and northeastern
McLean County.

“These populations are high and indicate that an insecticide will probably be
needed to reduce potential yield loss from wheat midge, assuming wheat is in the
susceptible growth stages during midge emergence and midge populations are at
economic threshold levels during field scouting,” Knodel notes.

Scouting for wheat midge adults during emergence is a good integrated pest
management, especially if wheat fields are in the susceptible crop stage, heading
to early flowering (less than 50% flowering). Scouting for the orange adult flies is
conducted at night when temperatures are greater than 59 F and the winds are
less than 6 mph.

“Use a flashlight and slowly scan the heads of wheat plants for wheat midge
adults, counting the number of flies per head,” Knodel says.

The economic thresholds for wheat midge are: one or more midge observed for
every four or five heads on hard red spring wheat, or one or more midge observed
for every seven or eight heads on durum wheat.

The moderate risk level (201 - 500 midge larvae per square meter) also was
observed in 5% of the samples. Moderate risk areas were scattered in eight coun-
ties throughout the state, including the northeastern area (Nelson County), the
central area (Sheridan and Wells counties), the north-central area (McHenry and
Rolette counties), and the northwestern area (Divide, Mountrail, Williams counties).

“These population levels are considered non-economic for wheat midge,”

2019 Wheat Midge Larval Survey
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Knodel says.

Thirty-four percent of the soil samples were at low risk, but scouting for wheat
midge always is a good idea. The majority of the soil samples, 58%, had zero
wheat midge cocoons, compared with the record low of 84% in 2018.

Knodel adds, “This dramatic increase in wheat midge populations is probably
due to the rain in 2019. Plotting out the total rainfall from May through September
and total number of wheat midge cocoons for the past eight years showed a strong
correlation between precipitation and wheat midge populations.”

Larvae are susceptible to dryness and require rain to emerge from the soil in
late June through mid-July, and to drop out of the wheat heads and dig into the
soil to overwinter as cocoons.

Knodel recommends that producers use the wheat midge degree-day model
to predict the emergence of wheat midge and to determine when to scout, and if
their wheat crop is at risk.

Producers can access the wheat midge degree-day model on the North Dakota
Agricultural Weather Network (NDAWN) website at https://ndawn.ndsu.nodak.edu/
wheat-growing-degree-days.html.

Select your nearest NDAWN station and enter your wheat planting date. The
output indicates the expected growth stage of the wheat and whether the crop is
susceptible to midge infestation, as well as the timing of wheat midge emergence.

Knodel says, “The good news for 2019 is that the beneficial parasitic wasp,
which naturally controls wheat midge eggs and larvae, increased to 15% of wheat
midge cocoons parasitized, compared with only 9% in 2018. The average parasit-
ism rate was also higher: 36% in 2019, compared with less than a 5% parasitism
rate for the last four years (2015 - 2018). The highest parasitism rates were found
in Bottineau, Cavalier and Williams counties.

“We need to continue to conserve parasitic wasp populations by scouting for
wheat midge and spraying insecticides only when wheat midge populations are
at economic threshold levels,” she adds. “Parasitic wasps fly later than wheat
midge, so avoiding any late insecticide applications also will reduce the negative
impacts on these ‘good’ insects. This tiny, metallic wasp does an excellent job
keeping the wheat midge in check by providing free biological control of wheat
midge in wheat fields."

NDSU Extension agents collected the soil samples. The North Dakota Wheat
Commission supports the wheat midge survey.

[
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WE'LL HELP
YOU GROW.

Farming and ranching take more than just grit. You'll
| need someone in your corner that can pull their weight.
Join the herd at Western Cooperative Credit Union by
stopping in or checking us out online.

Join the herd.

N Western Cooperative
CREDIT UNION

WILLISTON | DICKINSON | HEBRON | BEACH
GLEN ULLIN | RAY | TIOGA | WCCU.ORG

A AG I“W Can Do It ALt Sidney, MT ..........coooooomnnrinnnn. 1775 S Central Ave ... 406-488-8066 A _—
A R E CAN Do It ALL! Billings, MT............ 2639 Belknap Ave ... 406-248-4418 A zs l 5 RI VAN

ss  Miles City, MT.................... 2106 S Haynes Ave ... 406-234-2309
A INDUSTRIES N© Suss NEEDED. w!.fiim'n," ND oo 31osag2333t\\//3... 701-572-0767 INDUSTRIES
I www.agriindustries.com | Licensed in MT, ND & Wy  Powell, WY ... 863 Road 8 ... 307-754-7204 o , , .
N www.agriindustries.com | Licensed in MT, ND & WY
Services Offered By Valley, at 22 EEE;CGE*:&TE‘P y
Your Local Valley Dealer: vaitey We Can Do It All!

Valleys Pivot Sales Installation Services & Parts ¢ Floating Irrigation Pumps Installation & Repair ¢ Pipeline

YOUR PIVOT, YOUR PHONE, YOU'RE IN cONTROL| | No Subs Needed.”

Agri Industries Offers
These Services:

* Valley, Pivot Sales * Installation Services & Parts

* Floating Irrigation Pumps ¢ Installation & Repair

* Electrical * Pipelines ¢ Heating & Cooling

* Water Well Drilling & Well Maintainence ¢ Full Parts Counter
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Above: Natalie Sturm, Montana State
University senior majoring in sustainable
food and agroecology, has received
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Future Leaders in Ag honor, one of 20
undergraduate students nationally to
receive the honor. (MSU Photo by Adrian
Sanchez-Gonzalez)

Right: Natalie Sturm leads a class for
elementary school students during a 2017
research trip to Morocco.

(continued from page 21)

While busy with undergraduate research projects, Sturm has reserved time for
engagement in the greater MSU and Montana communities. She’s been a mem-
ber of the College of Agriculture’s ambassador program for three years, currently
serving as chair, and calls it one of her favorite parts of her college experience. As
an ambassador, Sturm interacts with prospective students and their families and
helps organize events such as MSU Friday and the college’s annual Celebrate
Agriculture weekend. She judges middle school and high school FFA events,
coordinates ambassador involvement in the annual FFA convention and has long
been engaged in showing younger students how agriculture can become a career.

“Alot of times it’s hard for people to feel connected and find a community and
being an ambassador has really helped me with that,” Sturm said. “It’s helped me to
cultivate that community for myself and has also given me the opportunity to hope-
fully show prospective students that those communities can exist at a university.”

Sturm will travel to Washington, D.C. later this month for the Agricultural Out-
look Forum and a week of networking with legislators, agricultural experts and
the 19 other undergraduate and 10 graduate members of the Future Leaders in
Agriculture program. That trip will cause her to miss the presentation of MSU’s
annual Awards for Excellence, of which she is one of three student recipients from

the College of Agriculture.

Once she returns, she plans to present her research at the National Conference
on Undergraduate Research to be hosted by MSU March 26-28 — a weekend
that coincides with Montana’s annual FFA convention in Great Falls, an important
event for agriculture ambassadors. She plans to make room for both events.

“Natalie is that student, only once or twice in your entire faculty career, that
you have a chance to watch grow as a person and an academic at every turn,”
said Perry Miller, one of Sturm’s advisers. “It seems like yesterday when a bright-
eyed freshman cornered me after a lecture, asking questions about sustainable
agriculture and literally abuzz with the unlimited potential of her degree.”

For Sturm, who hopes to pursue a master’s degree after she graduates in the
spring, the same curiosity and drive sparked by that first middle school nutrition
class burns just as brightly nearly a decade later.

“My time here has been a lesson in being open to things happening in ways
that | didn’t expect,” she said. “It's been a lot of learning about how to be a prob-
lem solver and how to approach questions. | definitely have a much more refined
understanding of agriculture now, but | feel really grateful that | still get to carry
that initial passion for sustainable agriculture with me.”
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Difficult Harvest Creates Grain Storage Hazards
High-Moisture Grain Could Pose A Danger To Anyone Working Around It

By NDSU Ag Communication

Because of difficult harvest conditions last fall, grain may have been stored
with higher than normal moisture content, which could pose a danger to anyone
working around the grain.

“High-moisture grain storage leads to bin unloading problems,” warns Ken
Hellevang, North Dakota State University Extension agricultural engineer. “Grain
may be in clumps due to high-moisture grain and foreign material being frozen
together, or due to crusted grain flowing in chunks that block grain flow into the
grain sump of the unloading system.”

Warming the grain to just above freezing sometimes will enable the frozen
grain to flow, he says. People also have used a variety of other methods to break
up the clumps, such as a plumbing snake through the unloading tube, high-volume
air pressure to the sump through a tube in the unloading tube, or a grain-vac and
plumbing snake combination.

“Do not go into the bin without following safety procedures,” he cautions.

Grain also can form columns along the bin wall or in other locations. These
normally are broken loose with rods or bin unloading whip units from the bin roof.
Poking at the grain while inside the bin may cause an avalanche that buries the
person poking at the grain. The grain can flow with such force that it even will
come through an open bin door and cover the person poking at the grain from
outside the bin.

“Make sure everyone, including family and employees, working around stored
grain understands the hazards and proper safety procedures,” Hellevang says.

“Too many people ignore safety practices and suffer severe injury or death
while working around grain,” he adds. “They get trapped in grain or tangled in
auger flighting

Grain Bin Dangers

Never enter a bin while unloading grain or to break up a grain bridge or chunks
that may plug grain flow. Flowing grain will pull you into the grain mass, burying you
within seconds. Unloading at 5,000 bushels per hour is moving almost 2 cubic feet
of grain per second. A 2—foot-diameter by 6-foot cylinder has a volume of about 9
cubic feet, so a person can be completely engulfed in less than five seconds and
would not be able to lift individual’s feet in less than two seconds.

Stop the grain-conveying equipment and use the “lock-out/tag-out” procedures
to secure it before entering the bin. Use a key-type padlock to lock the conveyor
switch in the “off” position to assure that the equipment does not start automatically
or someone does not start it accidentally.

Bridging occurs when grain is high in moisture content, moldy or in poor
condition. The kernels stick together and form a crust. A cavity will form under the
crust when grain is removed from the bin.

The crust isn’t strong enough to support a person’s weight, so anyone who
walks on it will fall into the cavity and be buried under several feet of grain. Deter-
mine if the grain has a crust before any grain has been removed. If work needs to
be done with a crust, it must be done before any grain is removed.

“To determine if the grain is bridged after unloading has started, look for a
funnel shape on the surface of the grain mass,” Hellevang advises. “If the grain
surface appears undisturbed, the grain has bridged and a cavity has formed un-
der the surface. Stay outside the bin and use a pole or other object to break the
bridge loose.”

If the grain flow stops when you’re removing it from the bin but the grain sur-
face has a funnel shape and shows some evidence that grain has been flowing
into the auger, a chunk of spoiled grain probably is blocking the flow. Entering the

A: Never enter a storage bin while unloading grain because flowing grain
can pull you in and bury you within seconds. B: Grain kernels may stick
together, forming a crust or bridge that isn’t strong enough to support a
person’s weight after the grain below it is removed. C: Don’t try to break a
grain bridge or blockage loose from inside the bin. D: Try to break up a vertical
wall of grain from the top of the bin, not the bottom, because the grain can
collapse and bury you. (Graphics courtesy of MidWest Plan Service, lowa
State University)

bin to break up the blockage will expose you to being buried in grain and tangled
in the auger.

If grain has formed a vertical wall, try to break it up from the top of the bin
with a long pole on a rope or through a door with a long pole. A wall of grain can
collapse, or avalanche, without warning, knocking you over and burying you.

Never enter a grain bin alone. Have at least two people at the bin to assist
in case of problems. Use a safety harness and rope that prevents you from de-
scending rapidly when entering a bin.

(continued on page 30)
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Grain Storage Hazards...

(continued from page 26)

“If you get partially submerged in flowing grain, the force pulling you in is
several hundred pounds, far exceeding the ability for a person holding a rope to
prevent engulfment,” Hellevang says. “Again, never enter a bin with the unloading
system running.”

Rescuing a Trapped Person

If someone gets trapped:

+ Shut off all grain-moving equipment.

+ Contact your local emergency rescue service or fire department.

+ Ventilate the bin using the fan if temperatures are moderate. At cold tem-
peratures, the trapped person faces the risk of hypothermia.
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+ Cut holes in the bin sides to remove grain if the person is submerged. Use a
scoop on a tractor, cutting torch, metal-cutting power saw or air chisel to cut V- or
U-shaped holes equally spaced around the bin. Grain flowing from just one hole
may injure the trapped person and cause the bin to collapse.

» Form a retaining wall around the person using a rescue tube or other mate-
rial to keep grain from flowing toward the person, then remove grain from around
the individual. Walking on the grain pushes more grain onto the trapped person.

» Don’t try to pull a person out of grain. The grain exerts tremendous forces,
so trying to pull someone out could damage the person’s spinal column or cause
other damage.

Other Dangers

Getting tangled in the unloading sweep auger is another major hazard. En-
tanglement typically results in lost feet, hands, arms, legs and frequently death
due to the severe damage.

Although you shouldn’t enter a bin with an energized sweep auger, it may
be necessary in some instances, Hellevang says. All sweep augers should have
guards that protect against contact with moving parts at the top and back. The
only unguarded portion of the sweep auger should be the front point of operation.

If someone must go into the bin, make sure to have a rescue-trained and
equipped observer positioned outside the storage bin. Use a safety switch that
will allow the auger to operate only while the worker is in contact with the switch.

Never use your hands or legs to manipulate the sweep auger while it’s in
operation. The auger should have a bin stop device that prevents the sweep auger
from making uncontrolled rotations.

For more information, check out NDSU publication “Caught in the Grain!” It's
available online at https://tinyurl.com/NDSU-CaughtinGrain.

Fphl M I"-'i-‘:i.u.q._.
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Prepare for Spring Calving

Minimize Calf Losses And Improve Performance
Wz e

This newborn calving
is resting on fresh
straw bedding. (NDSU
photo)

By NDSU Ag Communication

Planning and preparing for the
calving season can help not only
minimize calf losses but also improve
calves’ performance, according to
North Dakota State University Exten-
sion livestock specialists.

The nutrition status of the calving
herd is one issue to consider in pre-
paring for the upcoming spring calving
season.

“Although this should be an earlier
concern, throughout the last trimester

of the gestation, it is still possible to
split the calving herd according to the
body condition of the females,” says Yuri Montanholi, Extension beef cattle specialist.

“Females calving with poor body condition (lower than 4) may experience dif-
ficulty birthing calves, and they may produce lower colostrum quality, which may
impact rebreeding,” he notes. “In addition, calves may have low vigor that may delay
nursing. Thus, a tiered nutritional management system may improve calf viability
and reproductive ability.”

Preparation of the calving facilities is another key issue for successful calving.

“For producers who have their females in outdoor calving areas, it is important to
ensure that portions of the area have protection from the wind,” advises Karl Hoppe,
Extension livestock systems specialist at NDSU’s Carrington Research Extension
Center. “Producers should be concerned with potential extreme weather conditions
that could cause frostbite in newborn calves.”

Producers who calve in the barn or uncovered pens must inspect and repair
gates, pens, water supply, feeders, alleys and head catches. Barn or pen calving
demands a substantial amount of straw for bedding. That’s usually 5 - 7 Ibs. per cow
per day for adequate bedding. Continuously adding bedding is important to keep
the calves clean and dry, which helps minimize issues with infections and impacts
overall health.

Producers also should have an adequate stock of calving supplies, including
plastic sleeves, lube, obstetrical chains or straps, calf-feeding bottles, halters and

ropes.

“For those who have a calf puller, make sure it is clean and working properly,”
Extension Veterinarian and Livestock Stewardship Specialist Gerald Stokka rec-
ommends.

Producers need to have an adequate supply of colostrum or colostrum replace-
ments as well.“In situations where the quantity of colostrum is a concern, a colostrum
bank or replacers should be used,” Stokka says.

“Due to the practical limitations of harvesting colostrum in beef cows, colostrum
replacer can be a good option,” he adds. “Colostrum replacements and supplements
are available for purchase. The replacements are much preferred as they contain
significantly higher amounts of immunity than do the supplements.”

Calves that nurse a limited amount or experience reduced absorption of passive
immunity in colostrum are at a greater risk of illness and/or death.

Producers also should be prepared for problems during calving. Experienced
producers may be able to correct abnormal calf presentations and assist the females
during calf delivery. However, producers should be aware of their limitations and
know when they should call their veterinarian to ensure the delivery and well-being
of the cow and calf, Hoppe says.

“An uneventful crop of calves is something cow-calf producers are aiming for
after a long winter season,” Montanholi says. “Having a plan and preparing for the
calving season will help result in a successful calving season.”
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Sidney Sugars Welcomes New Agricvlturist: Timothy Cymbaluk

By Anna Dragseth

In Jan. 2020, Sidney Sugars Incorporated gained a new agriculturist! Timothy
Cymbaluk comes from Crookston, MN, and recently graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in Crop and Weed Science from North Dakota State University in Dec. 2019.

Cymbaluk has always had a passion for working with sugar beets, so when
he saw the position open for an agriculturist at Sidney Sugars, it was apparent to
him that he should apply. “I have always wanted to work with sugar beets, and |
saw that Sidney Sugars was looking for an agriculturalist, so | thought it would be
a great opportunity.”

Cymbaluk has an extensive background working with sugar beets. He started
assisting with sugar beet research in high school as a student assistant at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Crookston. Cymbaluk explained, “This job entailed collecting
and entering data, plant disease root rating, identification, inoculation and observa-
tion, soil sampling, Aphanomyces Rhizoctonia Pythium and Fusarium culture work,
and other lab and plot work. | worked underneath Dr. Ashok Chanda and Jason
Brantner in Sugar Beet Plant Pathology. This job involved a lot of teamwork with
our stand counts and preparing for field day. | acquired useful information, such
as the use of proper ascetic techniques, disease identification, and ratings. | also
established good communication with farmers, consultants, and agriculturalists
when they came in to drop off samples.”

He has not only worked for the University, but he has also worked for J.R.
Simplot Company, which is one of the largest privately-held food and agribusi-
ness companies in the nation. Here he applied and developed new skills as a
crop advisor intern. “This past summer, | was a crop advisor intern, and through
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this internship, | got to travel a little bit. This
opportunity to travel really opened my eyes
and kind of made me want to see more things
and do some different things. This is what
kind of influenced me to take the job position
in Montana,” said Cymbaluk.

With Cymbaluk’s position as Sidney Sug-
ar’s agriculturist, he will be putting his skills
to work by providing agronomic expertise to
area growers in the production of a high-qual-
ity beet crop that will increase recoverable
sugar per acre. He will also be involved with
managing the Sidney and Culbertson factory
yard harvest operations and beet storage. He
will be responsible for managing harvest op-
erations and beet storage for assigned areas
along with managing grower relationships to
attract and retain sugar beet growers.

When asked if he had any goals for the
year, he responded that he hopes to get ac-
quainted with all of the sugar beet growers
in his area, and he is excited to meet new
people. Cymbaluk added, “I hope the background that | have will be helpful, and
| hope to motivate and help growers produce a good crop.”

Timothy Cymbaluk, new
agriculturist at Sidney Sugars
Inc. (Submitted photo)
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2020 MT State
Hemp License
Application
Period Is Open

Montana Department of Agriculture will accept
hemp applications through April 30, 2020

Helena, MT — The Montana State Hemp Program is
now accepting license applications for the 2020 growing
season. The Indoor/Outdoor Hemp License Application
is available on the Montana Department of Agriculture
(MDA) website and is due by April 30.

In 2020, hemp growers can expect licensing proce-
dures very similar to those that were in place in 2019. MDA
will continue to operate its Montana State Hemp Program
under authorities provided in the 2014 Farm Bill.

“Montana’s hemp industry shows incredible potential,”
said MDA Director Ben Thomas. “I’'m looking forward to
another year of continued growth.”

Hemp licenses are issued in two progressive stages:
planting and production. First, the department issues
a Planting License to approved applicants so they can
purchase seed or live plants to plant or propagate hemp.
Afee of $850 is due with the initial application. Next, appli-
cants are required to submit a Planting Report to confirm
information about their hemp varieties and crops planted.
Based on the four risk-based categories of hemp variet-
ies (A, B, C, D) developed by the department, the level
of review and frequency of crop testing are determined.
If Category C varieties are planted, a $250 fee for each
variety is required along with planting reports to cover sam-
pling costs. For hemp variety categories visit http://www.
mtrules.org/ gateway/RuleNo.asp?RN=4%2E19%2E108.
The second stage, a Production License, is issued to suc-
cessful applicants after Planting Reports are received so
they may produce and harvest compliant hemp. Licenses
are valid from the time of issuance until April 30, 2021.

Montana’s hemp program grew significantly from 58
licensees in 2018 to nearly 300 in 2019. Acreage more
than doubled in 2019 to over 50,000 acres, which makes
Montana a leading state for hemp production. Questions
about hemp licenses can be sent to hempinfo@mt.gov.

The Montana Department of Agriculture’s mission
is to protect producers and consumers, and to enhance
and develop agriculture and allied industries. For more
information on the Montana Department of Agriculture,
visit agr.mt.gov.
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Deming Named Montana’s
Distinguished Finalists for 2020

-

Rebecca Deming, 17, Fairview, a member of Richland County 4-H and
a senior at Fairview High School, started the project “Lettuce Eat”, through
which she prepared and served free summer meals twice a week for more
than 40 children from her community; her efforts included spreading aware-
ness of her cause, soliciting donations and prepping and serving each meal.
Rebecca started this program to benefit local children who regularly receive
free or reduced lunch during the school year.

The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards represents the United States’
largest youth recognition program based solely on volunteer service. All public
and private middle school level and high schools in the country as well as all
Girl Scout councils, county 4-H organizations, American Red Cross chapters,
YMCAs and Points of Light Global Network members, were eligible to select
a student or member for a local Prudential Spirit of Community Award. This
local honoree was then reviewed by an independent judging panel, which
selected state honorees and distinguished finalists based on criteria including
personal initiative, effort, impact and personal growth.

While in Washington, D.C., the 102 State Honorees-one middle level
and one high school student from each state and the District of Columbia-will
tour the capital’s landmarks, meet top youth volunteers from other parts of
the world, attend a gala awards ceremony at the Smithsonian’s National
Museum of Natural History and visit their congressional representatives on
Capital Hill. On May 4, ten of the state honorees-five middle level and five
high school students-will be named America’s top youth volunteers of 2020.
These national honorees will receive additional $5,000 scholarships, gold
medallions, crystal trophies and $5,000 grants from Prudential for nonprofit
charitable organizations of their choice.

Since the program began in 1995, more than 130,000 young volunteers
have been honored at the local state and national level. The program also is
conducted by Prudential subsidiaries in Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Ireland,
India, China and Brazil. In addition to granting its own awards, the Prudential
Spirit of Community Awards program also distributes President’s Volunteer
Service Awards to qualifying local honorees.

For information on all of this year’s Prudential Spirit of Community state
honorees and distinguished finalists, visit http://spirit.prudential.com or www.
nassp.org/spirit.

MHS Accepting
Applications For
Centennial Farm And
Ranch Properties

The Montana Histori-
cal Society (MHS) is now
accepting applications
for the Centennial Farm
and Ranch program. New
inductees will receive a
framed certificate signed by
the governor, recognition
at the “Ag Day” ceremony
in the State Capitol during
the 2021 legislative ses-
sion, the ranch/farm history
printed online and in our pe-
riodic Centennial Farm and
Ranch yearbook, and a du-
rable roadside sign. These
24” by 36” UV-coated metal
signs are a new addition
to the program this year,
thanks to support from the
Montana Department of Ag-
riculture and the Donnelley
Family Foundation.

Since 2009, the MHS

Centennial Farm and
Ranch program has rec-
ognized the state’s agricul-
tural traditions by celebrat-
ing the perseverance and
stewardship of Montana
families on their farms and
ranches. By honoring fam-
ilies that have owned their
land for 100 years or more,
we help preserve Mon-
tana’s strong agricultural
roots and the stories and
traditions that define our
rural communities.

Requirements for in-
duction include:

* Must be a working
farm or ranch with a min-
imum of 160 acres or if
fewer than 160 acres, must
have gross yearly income
of at least $1,000.

+ One current owner

must be a Montana resi-
dent.

* Proof of founding date
and continuous ownership
by members of the same
family beginning with the
founder and concluding
with the present owner,
spanning minimally 100
years. Line of ownership
may be through spouses,
children, brothers, sisters,
nephews, nieces, or ad-
opted children. For home-
steaded properties, owner-
ship begins with claim filing
date (not patent date).

Applications for this
year’s cycle will be accept-
ed until Dec. 1. To down-
load all requirements and
the application, visit http://
bit.ly/MTCFRapp.

Lower Yellowstone Irrigation
Project Annual Meeting

The Lower Yellowstone Irri-
gation Project held its annu-
al meeting on Feb. 14 at the
Moose Lodge, Sidney. Proj-
ect Director James Brower
congratulated the workers
on a great year and pre-
sented a slide show of the
year’s accomplishments.
Pictured is emcee Richard
Cayko (left) and his nephew
Gunner Cayko (right), son of
Terry Cayko, speaking from
the perspective of an up and
coming FFA member.
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50 Yearling Black Angus Bulls

~ Private Treaty Sales Begin March 10 ~

* SAV Drover Tﬂﬂ Yo E}'E'Eﬂ'fﬂg B
« Jindra Acclaim [ ==
« KCF Bennett Fortress EHEFEHI.EE on £
« Werner Flat Top ALL Bulls : =

« Bubs Southern Charm
« Boyd Signature

PLEASANT VALLEY ANGUS

Cory and Sarah Foss « Sidney, Montana
406-798- 3354 -WE 489-“509

WELCOME
TO AG DAYS

Seew{amaééqmﬂg Budlding needs!
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B Id 100 14th St tSE Sidney, MT
FlrgtISoSrlc':g

k M-F: 7am 5pm e Sat: 8am 1pm

ProBuild, LLC "

L : |
Here to Help You Grow™

“G—

® Northwest

FARM CREDIT SERVICES
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Moving forward.
Giving back.

Our mission is to support agriculture with reliable, consistent
credit. As a cooperative, our members benefit through
patronage dividends and our support of rural communities.

A century of helping Northwest producers has positioned us
well to embrace the challenges and opportunities ahead.
And we'll continue moving forward and giving back for
another 100 years.

£406.433.3920 | northwestfcs.com

It's All About Saying Goodbye

JFULKERSON-§TEVENSON

FUNERAL HOME

WE APPRECIATE ALL OUR FARMERS

& RANCHERS IN THE AREA!

315 2nd St NW ¢ Sidney, MT
406-488-2805
ffh@fulkersons.com

Williston ¢ Tioga * Watford City * Stanley
701-572-6329
ffhrnd@ruggedwest.com
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USDA Farm

Service Agency
Deadlines

Submitted by Tammy Lyseng

USDA Richland County Farm Service Agency
(FSA) reminds agricultural producers of the following
FSA dates and deadlines.

* March 16: Last day of 2019 Agricultural Risk
Coverage Price Loss Coverage (ARC-PLC) Enroll-
ment and Program Election Period

+ March 16: 2020 NAP Coverage Applica-
tion Closing Date for all Spring Crops except
Spring-Seeded Canola, Rye, Speltz, Triticale, Wheat
and Mixed Forage

+ March 16: First day of 2020 CRP Spring Man-
aged Grazing Period (prior approval required)

+ March 16: First day of CRP Grasslands Signup

» March 31: Last day to apply for a 2019 crop
marketing assistance loan or LDP for harvested
Barley, Canola, Crambe, Flaxseed, Honey, Oats,
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Rapeseed, Wheat and Sesame Seed ! VIDA, MONTANA ! S Matt & Family Siies '

Visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/mt and/or . T i = L & :ﬂgﬂggﬂaﬁgﬁ& BRI
www.farmers.gov and contact the local FSA office i R T G T Ly Madri BIon?-Hérdsman
in Sidney at 406-433-2103 to signup and with any ) - ==y . | 406-979-5711 ¥

questions.
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- We encourage everyone to atiend Ag Days!

{0 "Thank you to the committee for providing another excellent program this year.
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Stodkkman Banlk

Your ag operation is one of a [
kind, and you need a bank that
understands. As Montana's largest N

Ag Bank, we have the knowledge 5
and expertise to assist you in all A
stages of your ag business. We are \
Montana’'s homegrown bank. Come
experience the difference.

Montana’s Brand of Banking
Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender @

SPRING OIL & FILTER SALE!
MARCH 1° - 15™, 2020

SIDNEY AUTO SUPPLY

AUTO PARTS * TOOLS & EQUIPMENT  HEAVY DUTY TRUCK PARTS

T 809 E Main St  Sidney, MT | 406-433-6430
NAPRY AUTO&TRUCK PARTS Vi
‘-’» ;Qs Mon-Fri: 7:30am - 5:30pm ¢ Sat: 7:30am - 2pm
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We Salute The Entire Ag Community!
' Without You, g

1 A " There's No “Us.”

Washed Rock & Sand - Concrete  Gravel & Dirt Hauling
406-433-1572 | 206 10th Ave SE * Sidney, MT
concrete@sidneyredemix.com ¢ www.sidneyredemix.com

Save Time & Money With
Great Communication!

Handhelds
TK-2402

Handheld 5 watts w/scan

$289

Have Ag Days

Breakfast On Us!
Starts at 7am
Fri, March 13th

Mobile Radios

50 to 110 watts «

16 to 127 channels
Call Larry Today At...

ADVANCED

COMMUNICATIONS
Mobile Radios * Pagers * Satellite Telephones
Just North of McDonald’s ¢ Sidney, MT | 406-433-1659 * Toll Free: 1-866-433-1659

“Your communication headquarters”
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10y THE EQUIPMENT YOU NEE D mmmmmy 1
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CASE IH MAGNUM 310
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Used Combine Headers
2013 Case IH 3152, 40’, uppercross auger Kkit,
EPANS PO ottt e $40,000 /

New Haying Eqmpment In Stock
Pro Ag 1400 Bale Mover = Twinstar G3-7 Rake
Case IH 1504 Windrower « Case IH RB565 Round Baler

Used Haying Equipment In Stock
2003 CaselH BRB562, twine & mesh..................... $22,000

Lease Returns Available
Maxxum 125 « Magnum 310CVT « Puma 165
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New Miscellaneous In Stock
Danuser Palet Forks - 48", 4000lb
Danuser Hydraulic Post Hole Digger & Augers
Danuser T3 Hydraulic Post Drivers
Rem VRX grain vac ¢ Garfield 10' drag scraper
Danuser Hammer post pounder
Shulte FX1800 Rotary Mower ¢ Parma 30' Land Plane

Miscellaneous Used Equipment

/

2013 Haybuster 2650 bale processor................. $15,000
Brandt S5200EX Grain Vac........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaann $11,500
2013 Degelman model 46/5700, 14', hydraulic angle, mounts

for MX series Magnum tractors .............cccveveiean.. $8,900

New Grabtech Skidsteer Grapple Buckets In Stock!
Phoenix Rotary Harrow B0, very nice condition, consigned... $20,000

New Tractor
Case IH Farmall 40B
Used Tractors In Stock
New Holland 9682, 4600 Hrs, Trelleborg duals, weight
kit, EZ-steer guidance ...............ccccuiuiie.... $69,000

/ Used Skid Steers
2014 Case SV250, cab, air, heat, 1800 hrs ...... $29,500
2015 TVv380 Track Loader, 1400 Hrs, good condition... $41,500

1997 Case IH 9370, 7600 Hrs, 12 speed. $49,000/

/
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New Seeding, Tillage, Sprayers
Case IH Precision Air 100 Pull-Type Sprayer

Used Sé:ding, _Tillage, Sprayers

i Concord 4710 air drill, 3400 Tow behind cart... $28,000
b Brandt 5B4000 suspended boom sprayer, 90' booms... $19,900
i John Deere 2100 inline ripper ........ccocveiiiii... $3,500
1 Brillion 30' mulcher, very good condition ........ $30,000

CASE IH FARMALL 40B

406-488-4400 | tri-cnly.com

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT, INC CASE Hi

2429 W HOLLY STREET - SIDNEY, MT 592709213

AGRICULTURE
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