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MonDak Ag Days 2023

MonDak Ag Days & Trade Show
March 2-3 in Sidney

By Robyn Heck

The MonDak Ag Days and Trade Show, a Sidney Chamber of Commerce and
Agriculture event has been set for Thursday, March 2 and Friday, March 3 at the
Richland Event Center, Sidney. The Ag Days Banquet will be held at the Sidney
Elks Lodge starting at 5 p.m. March 2.

Breakfast will be held on Friday, March 3. Lunch will be available both days.

A Free Education Schedule has been set up at the events center.

Thursday, March 2

10 a.m.: Drainage Tile: The Dos & Don'ts by Jerry Weiland

11 a.m: Getting More Bang For Your Fertilizer Buck by Dr. Clain Jones

1 p.m.: Prussic Acid & Nitrates In Forages by Marley Manoukian

2 p.m.: Updates To Medically Important Antibiotics by Gary Schieber

3 p.m.: Cattle Market Update by Katelyn McClintock

Friday, March 3

7 a.m.: Breakfast, sponsored by Farm Bureau Financial Services

10 a.m.: Input Costs & 2023 Projections by Ron Haugen

11 a.m.: Value Added Agriculture Opportunities by Hailey Vine

12 p.m.: Pre-emergent Herbicides & Modes Of Action by Charlie Lim (1 pes-
ticide point)

The Trade Show provides the latest in technology and farm equipment for
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todays farmers and ranchers. The show will be open
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Thursday and 7 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Friday.

The Ag Days Banquet will be held at the Sidney
Elks Lodge Thursday, March 2 with a pre-social at 5
p.m followed by a prime rib dinner at 6 p.m.Tickets
are $45 and are available at the Sidney Chamber or
at the door the night of the banquet.

Keynote speaker for the banquet will be Jay
Bodner.

Bodner has been described as one of the most
respected lobbyist at the state legislature. In 2022,
he was named the outstanding agriculture leader,
on behalf of the Montana State University College of
agriculture, and the Montana agriculture experiment station.

For decades, he has worked with key associations in the state. He is known
as someone who works with everyone from local, state, and federal officials, to
ranchers and industry leaders.

He has a proven record of impacting agricultural policy. He’s been described
as an individual who serves cattle producers with dedication, passion, and col-
laboration. Prior to the department of livestock
Bodnar spent 20 years with the Montana Stock
Growers Association (MSGA). He was appoint-
ed executive vice president of the association
in 2018 and had previously served as the di-
rector of natural resources in 2002. During his
tenure there, he focused on policy and natural
resource Issues, with an additional focus on or-
ganizational effectiveness. He was engaged in
issues, most heavily, impacting the agriculture
industry, such as the waters of the U.S. portion
of the clean water act, the Confederated Salish,
and Kootenai, tribes, market, transparency, tax
relief, and trade issues.

Bodner has been described as someone
whose view of the cattle industry is more than
just meeting the needs of Montana producers.
He is involved in his community as well as his
family’s ranch near Rainsford, MT.

Along with his brother, John, he and his
family continue to run cattle and operate the
fourth generation ranch. He was a 4-H program
leader for many years, coached youth sports
teams, and helped develop a community park
for a local school.

The event is sponsored by Tri-County
Implement, EGT, C&B, Stockman Bank and
ButlerAg equipment.

Jay Bodner.
(MSU photo)

Drue Roberts from Tri-County Implement chats with a prospective customer at the 2022 MonDak Ag Days
Trade Show.
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Owned BY Farmers, FOR Farmers!

FREE DELIVERY in ND and MT! service. Quality. Results.
Superior Corn & Soybean SEED Local Agronomists on Staff, FREE ADVICE!
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MonDak Ag Days 2023

Vine’s Ag Days Presentation Will Focus On Adding
Revenue Streams To Current Operations

By Meagan Dotson

This year at the MonDak Ag Days and Trade Show, Hailey Vine Director, Food
and Agriculture Development Center (FADC), will be presenting ‘Value Added
Agriculture Opportunities’. Vine has been in her current position at the FADC
under the Great Northern Development Corporation for two years this June. She
describes her position as “being a walking resource” to assist food and agricultural
entrepreneurs through market research, putting together business plans, assisting
with grant writing, and more.

“Our goal is to be on-the-ground support from the Department of Agriculture
and help producers thrive where they’re at,” Vine said.

Vine’s presentation addresses creating additional revenue utilizing the com-
modities producers already have; by incorporating value added ag opportunities,
producers are able to keep more of every dollar in their pocket. For instance,
cattle ranchers can designate a certain number of animals to be slaughtered,

Haugen To Provide Insight
For The 2023 Season

Input Cost & 2023 Projections

By Dianne Swanson

Area farmers and ranchers
are invited to gain some valuable
knowledge from NDSU Farm Man-
agement Specialist Ron Haugen
at 10 a.m., Friday, March 3 during
MonDak Ag Days.

In his 30 plus years at NDSU,
Haugen has seen the highs and
lows of the ag industry and is
pleased to share what he sees hap-
pening during the current crop year.
He said, “Changes are happening
all the time in terms on input costs,
market prices and farm programs”

With the cost of almost ev-
erything except fertilizer going up,
Haugen will cover input costs and
farm budgets. He will also touch on
cash rents and the existing farm
bill which expires the end of 2023.
Other topics of interest will include
the ERP (Emergency Relief Program) and PARP (Pandemic Assistance Revenue
Program) and how they may relate to your operation.

Ron Haugen

processed, and then sold. The
beef they sell then becomes a
value-added product in which they
are getting a higher price than they
would selling the live animal, and
becomes an additional revenue
stream. Another way to enhance the
value of products is to meet market
demand for organic or locally grown
produce and grass fed beef.

“More often than not, people
are willing to pay more for locally
grown food, which we see at Farmers Markets for example,” she stated. “Con-
sumers are willing to pay more because there is value in knowing where your
food comes from.”

Agritourism is another example of a value added agricultural opportunity.

“Agritourism combines the top two industries for the purposes of entertaining
and educating. Offering tours of agricultural operations captures the tourism au-
dience,” Vine explained.

Vine hopes that producers reach out to her as she serves 12 counties and
has a lot of resources to offer, including access to new markets. She encourages
people to visit the Great Northern Development Corporation online at gndc.org,
or reach out to her directly via email at fadc@gndc.org.

“l see how hard farmers work to feed the world, and | love this job because |
get to help them in what they do,” she added.

The MonDak Ag Days & Trade Show is a Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce
and Agriculture event that is held annually to provide agricultural education and
introduce the latest in ag-related technology. It will be March 2 and 3 at the Rich-
land County Event Center, Sidney, with a banquet dinner taking place at 6 p.m.
on March 2 at the Sidney Elks Lodge. There will be a social prior to the banquet
beginning at 5 p.m. For more information, or to purchase banquet tickets, visit
their Facebook page at facebook.com/mondakagdays.

Hailey Vine is one of nine directors in
Montana with the Food and Agriculture
Development Center under Great
Northern Development Corporation.
(Photo provided by Hailey Vine)
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THE NORTHEAST MONTANA TEAM INVITES

YOU TO THE MONDAK AG DAYS!?

Nutrien

Ag Solutions-

Your agronomist specialist team
dedicated in helping you!

Chet Hill
Sidney & Glendive, M
406-413-0309

“Experience the Eagle Country Difference!”
215 East Main * Sidney, MT | 406-433-1810 or 1-800-482-1810 | eaglecountryfordsales.com
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Explore The Dos &
Don’ts Of Drainage Tile
With Weiland During
Ag Days

By Meagan Dotson

Jerry Weiland, a Fratco sales representative,
will be speaking about ‘Drainage Tile: Dos and
Don'ts at this year’s MonDak Ag Days & Trade
Show, March 2 and 3. The annual event is a Sid-
ney Area Chamber of Commerce and Agricultural
event which provides educational presentations
and showcases the newest in ag-related tech-
nologies.

Weiland'’s presentation will explain why drain-
age tile is one of the best investments a grower
can implement on their farm, how drainage tile
will pay for itself, and how it can make farming
easier and more profitable. He will also cover the
basics of designing a system, which begins with
an assessment of the ground with consideration
of the soil parent material, how the ground has
been treated in the past 50-100 years, and the
hydraulic pressure in the soils in question.

“I have customers using our tile for several different reasons. First is for drain-
age in the agricultural fields. Second, are for sub surface irrigation using the tile
system to drain the field of excess water while allowing a method to add water
back into the soil for irrigation. A third use is for irrigation water flow in canals and
ditches to eliminate the seepage from those systems while adding human safety
and reducing cleaning and maintenance,” Weiland said.

Drainage tile has been used since the mid 1970s with its main function to
allow airflow into the soil, preventing root systems from being drowned or stunted.

“Water is necessary for crop production, so reducing that for late season crop
production seems counter intuitive. We have to understand, if we do not have
a healthy plant, we shouldn’t expect good yields. Other benefits include more
effective utilization of nutrients, less disease and a better microbial system in the
soil,” he explained.

Weiland hopes that his listeners will have lots of questions for him and that
they leave with a better understanding of what drainage tile is and how it works.

“l encourage a discussion with the group to address their questions; that’s
why they came to see my presentation in the first place. | also want attendees to
feel comfortable to contact me with any questions or concerns following Ag Days,”
Weiland added.

He can be contacted via email at jweiland@fratco.com or at 605-957-5050.

The MonDak Ag Days and Trade Show will be held at the Richland County
Event Center, with a banquet happening March 2 at 6 p.m. at the Sidney Elks
Lodge. For more information, visit them online at facebook.com/mondakagdays.
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Jerry Weiland will discuss
the benefits of drainage
tile and looks forward to
questions and discussion
from listeners. (Photo
submitted by Jerry Weiland)

JEREY WEILAHD

Dr. Manbir Rakkar To Present
‘Getting More Bang For Your
Fertilizer Buck’ At Ag Days

By Meagan Dotson

Dr. Manbir Rakkar will be presenting ‘Getting more Bang for Your Fertilizer
Buck’ on Friday, March 3 during the MonDak Ag Days & Trade Show in Sidney at
the Richland County Event Center.

Rakkar’s research aims to resolve soil issues using inter-disciplinary ap-
proaches. Currently, she is focused on preventing, mitigating and adapting to soil
acidification in Montana.

The first part of the presentation will address how to put more nutrients in
crops and keep the remainder in the root zone to help increase profits. In 2022
fertilizer costs hit record highs, in part because of the war in Ukraine, as Russia
produces a substantial amount of fertilizer and supply and demand started to shift.

The second part of the presentation will discuss ways to keep soil from be-
coming too acidic.

If nutrients can be kept in the root zone, less fertilizer is needed, which reduces
the acidity of the soil overall producing healthier, more cost effective crops.

The MonDak Ag Days & Trade Show is held each year to introduce the latest
technology in agriculture and provide education on pertinent ag-related issues. It
is a Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture event and will be held
March 2 and 3. A banquet dinner starts at 6 p.m. at the Sidney Elks Lodge, with
a pre-banquet social beginning at 5 p.m. For more information, or to purchase
banquet tickets, visit their Facebook page at facebook.com/mondakagdays.

WELCOME
TO AG DAYS

See wo for all your g Building needs!
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INCREASE YOUR FARM'S
STOP BY OUR NS g a !

BO OTH AT With an attractive contract offering, growers are

supported throughout the process. Some key contract
M o N DA K points Nuseed offers Omega-3 Canola growers:
Basis Contracts with flexible pricing options
$575 per 50 pound bag of seed
AG DAYS Local Nuseed agronomic and stewardship support
Harvest flexibility for swathing or straight combining

Incentives for on-farm storage if required
MARC H 2-3 Independent lab grading with samples taken during harvest,
and at delivery
2118 W HOLLY ST 25% paid December 15, 2023 if crop not delivered by November
SIDNEY, MT 30, 2023, an additional 25% paid April 15, 2024 if crop not
delivered by March 31, 2024
Grower payment is within 30 days of pick up or delivery based

Mlke SChaEfer, on contract terms

Local support for coordinating the delivery of planting seed,
NUSEEd collecting samples and elevator delivery logistics
Force majeure contract clause

Representat“’e, Production grain will be off the farm prior to July, 2024

will be present with | R .
Nuseed factors in farm location, business priorities, stewardship

SpﬂClal |ncent|\les and production capabilities for our contract producers.

| Interested in growing Nuseed Omega-3 Canola?
for growers' Go to Omega3Canola.com to fill out a contract assessment to
eeccccccscccscccccccsccccoe see if you're a good fit for our program.

Great supply of corn
& soybeans in stock
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for your ag loan.

Experience full access to the Valley
technology you depend on daily. With
Valley 365°, you will find easy-to-navigate
features to stay connected to your

fields — anytime, anywhere. Contact the
sales team at Agri Industries to put you
in control.

We offer:

* Valley pivot sales and
installation services

* Floating irrigation pump
installation and repair

* Valley Genuine Parts

* Pipeline installation

PERFORMANCE
M ‘ PLUS DEALER ()’/

VALLEY

YEARS

"We Can Do It AIl!
No Subs Needed."

Licensed in MT, ND, WY

VAGRI B

INDUSTRIESI?”

Western Cooperative
CREDIT UNION

YEARS theWESTERN WAY

Contact us for a great
rate on an ag loan!
We’'ll treat you right.

Join the herd.

Williston | Dickinson | Hebron | Beach
‘ Glen Ullin | Ray | Tioga | wccu.org

Your pivot, your phone,
you're in control.

Sidney, MT ¢ 1775 S Central Ave ¢ 406-488-8066
Billings, MT ¢ 2639 Belknap Ave ® 406-248-4418
Miles City, MT * 2106 S Haynes Ave ¢ 406-234-2309
Williston, ND » 3105 2nd St. W  701-572-0767
Powell, WY ¢ 863 Road 8 ® 307-754-7204

valleyirrigation.com | agriindustries.com

Aeating & Alr Conditioning

ana

www.agriindustries.com
Licensed in MT, ND & WY

iAGRl

jhm STRIESE™

“We Can Do It All!
No Subs Needed.”

Agri Industries Offers
These Services:

* Valley, Pivot Sales  Installation Services & Parts

* Floating Irrigation Pumps ¢ Installation & Repair

* Electrical * Pipelines * Heating & Cooling

* Water Well Drilling & Well Maintainence ¢ Full Parts Counter
* Plumbing ¢ Trenching ¢+ Boring * Directional Drilling

Sidney, MT..........ccccooovverrvnnnn. 1775 S Central Ave ... 406-438-8066
Billings, MT..............c.ccooeovvnnne. 2639 Belknap Ave ... 406-248-4418
Miles City, MT........................ 2106 S Haynes Ave ... 406-234-2309
Williston, ND ...............c..c.ooevvrnnnee, 3105 2nd St W ... 701-572-0767

Powell, WY ..., 863 Road 8 ... 307-754-7204




LARGE HAY/STRAW AUCTION

AT

+/ 2125 Bales - was put up in 2022 Owners: T&D Farms, Tim 701-770-5330, David 704-770-6791. All hay
& straw sold by the bale (net wrap). Location 1: Bainville, MT - from the Welcome Stop convienience store
on hwy 2, go east for 2 miles to hwy 327 & south for 6 miles.
+/- Alfalfa Grass mix, first cutting (average weight +/-1390). +/- 125 Alfalfa Grass mix (average weight
+/-1310). +/- 50 Alfalfa Grass mix, second cutting (average weight +/-1710). Location 2: Bainville, MT
- from the Welcome Stop convienience store on hwy 2, go east for 6 miles. +/- 1750 Spring Wheat straw
bales off |rr|gated land (average weight +/- 1000).
™ i !
WE SELL & ADVERTISE ACROSS
/ THE UNITED STATES

www.r-kauction.com
Rick Kniepkamp
Rlck Kmepkamp 406-485-2548
Circle, Montana Statewide Auction 406-485-2548 or cell 406-939-1632
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New name.
Same commitment
to your success.

Northwest Farm Credit Services is now
AgWest Farm Credit.

Providing agricultural financial services, backed by a century of
experience—to help you grow your legacy.

Contact your local branch or visit A
AgWestFC.com to learn more. g
FARM CREDIT

Williston, ND
701.572.8354
866.572.8354

Wildrose, ND
701.539.2272

Zahl, ND
701.694.4111

Culbertson, MT
406.787.6606

Fairview, MT
701.844.5775

. Savage, MT
Contact jyour local/Horizon Resources 406.776.2469
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Leave all you can to those you love thrivent

Want to pass down as much as possible to the people and causes you care about? With
careful planning, you can.

A wisely crafted strategy can help you transfer your assets in a tax-efficient manner, allowing
your beneficiaries to receive more of what you pass down.

Let’'s connect to make the most of your legacy and potentially minimize tax implications.

Sidney MT Office
1050 S Central Ave, Sidney, MT 59270 @ ‘

Harvey F Senn
LUTCF®, FIC, CLTC®
Financial Associate
406-433-6143

Jessica Cayko
RICP®, CLTC®
Financial Associate
406-433-2689

Advice | Investments | Insurance | Banking | Generosity

Thrivent and its financial professionals do not provide legal, accounting or tax advice. Consult your attorney or tax professional.

Thrivent is the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Insurance products issued by Thrivent. Not available in all states. Securities and investment advisory services offered through
Thrivent Investment Management Inc., a registered investment adviser, member FINRA and SIPC, and a subsidiary of Thrivent. Licensed agent/producer of Thrivent. Registered representative of
Thrivent Investment Management, Inc. Advisory services available through investment adviser representatives only. Thrivent.com/disclosures. 27716A R9-22

Welcone To-MonDak Ag

Stop By and See e —

Us For All Your
Ag Lending Needs!

k- g - 0™ i T —— i 1, M ] ———— b Bt
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RIChla nd _We Lend Our Strength To Agr-l-cul'i“-ue

Sidney, MT| 201 W Holly St » 406-482-2704 * Mon-Fri: 9am - 4pm < Drive Up: Mon-Fri: 7:45am - 5pm e 24Hr ATM

Roosevelt County| 18 East 2nd St, Culbertson, MT » 406-787-5890 * Mon-Fri: 9am - 3pm
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION www.RICHLANDFEDERALCREDITUNION.COM -

NMLS ID#480123
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MDHTP&MA RANCH RD‘AETED

WILDCALF.COM

PROTECT
YOUR YIELD
AND YOUR
BOTTOM LINE

SUPERIOR GRAIN STORAGE « CONDITIONING « HANDLING SYSTEMS
Grain Equipment SUPERIORBINS.COM - 866.822.9145
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MonDak Ag Days 2023

McCullock, LMIC, Will Discuss Cattle Market
During MonDak Ag Days March 2-3

By Meagan Dotson

Katelyn McCullock, Livestock Marketing Information Center (LMIC) director
and senior agricultural economist, will be speaking at the MonDak Ag Days &
Trade Show March 2 and 3.

LMIC is a non-profit cooperation between land grant universities, USDA and
industry partners that was established in 1955 to collect data for market analysis
that is made available to participants, and support Extension efforts. This is ben-
eficial as it reduces the time, energy and resources each state would have to put
forth to collect the data themselves. Montana State University re-joined the LMIC
this year, for a total of 28 land-grant universities belonging to the organization.

“This idea pre-dates computers and the internet, and so the center has evolved
to provide more market analysis, forecasts, presentations and expertise in addition
to the data that we house and distribute from our USDA partners,” McCollock ex-
plained. “We generate market analysis content on commercially produced animal
agriculture and feed grains. As the senior economist | provide market analysis for
dairy, cattle, hay and corn as well as coordinate the other forecasts in the office
on hogs, soybeans, chickens, turkey and sheep.”

McCullock, who has been in her current position at LMIC for the last five years,
will be giving a cattle market update during the MonDak Ag Days & Trade Show,
and discussing the current drivers of supply and demand and how they will affect
cattle producers.

“The last few years have been tricky with
COVID throwing a lot of curveballs. Four years out
and we are still dealing with some of those effects,
as well as the Ukraine-Russian War, drought, a
weakening economy, and declining cattle supplies.
Each of those adds a layer of nuance to the market
situation and some have longer term effects than
others,” she commented. “There are quite a few
issues moving the markets this year and | think a
key take-away is that volatility will likely continue, l
because of the sheer number of big picture influ- i
ences happening at this time.” Katelyn McCullock has been

The MonDak Ag Days & Trade Showis a Sid- the Director and Senior
ney Area Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture  aAgricultural Economist at
event and will be happening at the Richland Coun-  the Livestock Marketing
ty Event Center, Sidney. There will be a banquet |nhformation Center for
held at 6 p.m. Thursday March 2 atthe Sidney EIks  the |ast five years. (Photo
Lodge. To purchase banquet tickets or for more  gypmitted)
information, contact the Sidney Area Chamber of
Commerce and Agriculture at 406-433-1916 or
visit their Facebook page at facebook.com/mondakagdays.

MonDak Ag Days -
Prussic Acid & Nitrates
In Forages

By Marley Manoukian

Marley Manoukian, MSU Richland County Extension Agent will be giving
a presentation on Prussic Acid & Nitrates in Forages during MonDak Ag Days’
educational program. Prussic acid and nitrates can both be fatal to our livestock.
Prussic acid is most prevalent in sorghum and sudangrass crops, while nitrates
are found in cereal grains, sorghum, sudangrass, millet, corn, and some weed
species. Many environmental factors affect the levels of both prussic acid and
nitrates within a plant. Drought and grasshopper damage in recent years have
increased nitrate levels in the region. Grasshoppers are again forecasted to be a
problem this growing season.

Manoukian’s presentation will cover susceptible species, factors that affect
levels, effects on livestock, management tactics, and testing for both prussic acid
and nitrates. Often times issues with prussic acid or nitrates are only recognized
when the results are fatal, and it is too late. Join us for this presentation and be
equipped with the knowledge on how to prevent the problem before the it arises.

Marley Manoukian. (Photo submitted)
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et REGENCY ACRES

Select your bulls from a
reliable program backed
by 66 years of unswerving
selection for economic and 4 +0.2 478 +139 422 +0.93 +0.74 +153 40 408 457 +112 427 +0.39 +0.52 +139
labor-saving traits that include
udder soundness, structural
soundness, calving ease, vigor
at birth, pasture and feedlot
performance and disposition.

Sitz Resilient 10208 19057457 U-2 Coalition 206C *18626847 BEEFa60

 KG Justified 8007 19337025 GDAR All Pro 9118 *19464087

+ -04 +75 +130 +27 +0.75 +0.55 +144 +12 21 +64 +132 +33 +0.91 +0.40 +173

P 381 Ml Produclion Sl

| gt il | FRIDAY, APRIL 14, 2023

j,[,yw’é Free Sidney Livestock Market Center  Sidney, MT ¢ 1 p.m. MDT

; ) 85 Yearling Angus Bulls
e%'ﬁ 25 Purebred Replacement Heifers
Russ & Jill Thiessen
(406) 774-3702 * (406) 480-5988 cell
Tyler Thiessen © (406) 480-1284

. . raa@midrivers.com e www.regencyacres.com
Live Auction on: Os Micscon: : : P.0. Box 272 « Lambert, MT 59243

(“'ﬂ'ﬁ F L/SA .. Topropagate genetics that will return the - ﬁ

most dollars per acre for our customers.

Focused on The Mie . backed Zy 66 yeals 0/ dedeealion.
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MonDak Ag Days 2023
Schieber Will Explain FDA Ruling Regarding
Antimicrobial Medications & Livestock

By Meagan Dotson

Local veterinarian Gary Schieber will be presenting ‘Updates to Medically
Important Antibiotics’ at this year’s MonDak Ag Days & Trade Show March 2 and
3 at the Richland County Event Center, Sidney, MT.

Schieber graduated from Oklahoma State University in 2003 and moved to
Sidney in 2004 when he began his practice at High Plains Veterinary Clinic.

“l am a mixed animal practitioner that focuses mostly on large animals with
an emphasis on production animal medicine,” Schieber explained.

His presentation will focus on food producing animals such as cattle, goats
and sheep, and the Food and Drug Administration’s ruling that was passed in June
2021. The ruling will require some antimicrobial medications, that were previously
considered over-the-counter, to now be prescription medications.

“These medications which have been available for many years will now be
only available with a veterinary prescription,” Schieber stated. “This ruling is an
effort to promote judicious antimicrobial use in food producing animals and combat
antimicrobial resistance in both animal and human health.”

The FDA ruling will be fully implemented in July 2023, and will affect how and
where these medications can be purchased.

“I want listeners to have an understanding of the FDA ruling and why the ruling

is being implemented. The importance
of antimicrobial use, the responsibility
of antimicrobial use in food animal pro-
duction, and that these medications will
now require a veterinarian prescription
to be purchased,” he concluded.

The MonDak Ag Days and Trade
Show is a Sidney Area Chamber of
Commerce & Agriculture event that is
held annually to introduce new technol-
ogies and provide relevant ag-related
education for producers. There will be
a banquet at the Sidney Elks Lodge
on March 2 at 6 p.m. with a social hour
starting at 5 p.m. For more information,
or to purchase banquet tickets, visit
their Facebook page at facebook.com/
mondakagdays.

Gary Schieber. (File photo)
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Get Some Help With
Those Persistent Weeds
At Ag Days

By Dianne Swanson

Charlie Lim, NDSU Williston Research Extension Center (WREC) Extension
weed specialist, Williston, is scheduled to speak at 10 a.m. March 3 at MonDak
Ag Days in Sidney. Lim will offer farmers, ranchers and gardeners up to date
information relating to effective control of weeds using pre-emergent herbicides.
He will explain the differences in herbicide modes of action and requirements for
effective weed control. He will also have updates on herbicide resistance. Lim
will cover control of weeds including marestail, kochia, green foxtail, wild oat and
narrowleaf hawksbeard. He also plans to bring some weeds for identification pur-
poses. Lim graduated with a PhD in Plant Science from Montana State University
in 2020 and was named weed specialist at WREC, Williston in July 2022. His
professional interests include integrated and ecological approaches to pro-active
weed control and weed seedbank management. As a grad student and post-doc-
toral research associate, Lim screened and characterized kochia populations for
multiple resistance to glyphosate, dicamba and ALS-inhibitor herbicides. He also
conducted field trials on weed control and crop safety of new and existing pre- and
post-emergent herbicide formulations, as well as integrated strategies to manage
weed seedbank in the soil.
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McKenzie Co. Soil Conservation
Soil Health Summit Held Feb. 14

By Robyn Heck
The McKenzie County Soil Conservation District presented the soil health
summit on Tuesday, Feb. 14, at the Rough Rider Event Center, Watford City, ND.
Burke Teichert spoke about grazing to close out the summit. He not only spoke
about agriculture but he talked about life. Teichert said, “Follow your principles
everywhere you go. Obey the principles but also be flexible about the context.
Teichert spoke on Tuesday about an article he wrote in 2013. This article was
about more efficient grazing procedures. In it he discussed why ranchers don’t
learn how to graze properly. “It requires a change in mindset. When | started out, |
was young and hardheaded. I felt if you don’t raise Red Hereford, you’re not raising
cattle. Well, right now | am 80 years old and there can always be a better way, or
a more efficient way, to do things.” said Teichert. He continued by explaining that
another reason farmers don’t graze as efficiently as possible is because of social
pressure. “What will the neighbors think? Also, there’s more interest in cattle and
soil and grazing and not all farmers understand the relative economic potential
of grazing versus livestock production.” explained Teichert. i
He went on to discuss four ways to manage your graze land and explained
that they are interconnected. “When you touch one you touch them all: pro-
duction, finance, marketing, and people. Ranchers need to understand time

recovery time. If given the right amount of time, they will recover.
Teichert then discussed overgrazing. He gave the advice to always allow
adequate recovery time before returning to a previously grazed pasture. “The

a large number of paddocks, especially in low rainfall areas. We expect
adaptive grazing to accomplish more food and better livestock performance,”

— | . —
management of time and timing to reduce or eliminate overgrazing requires l I [ l JJ :__k"',_

said Teichert. i # i
Teichert then spoke about his six principles of soil health, three revelations -1 ,_1 J g T P ]

of adaptive stewardship, and four ecosystem processes. The six principles (or
truths that can carry over to other areas of life) are: 1.Manage time and timing;
2. Short graze time and long recovery time; 3. Stock water, locations, and
spacing; 4. Fencing for a high number of paddocks; 5. Begin with the end in
mind; 6. Ask yourself, what are your practices doing to, or for, the ecosystem?

Teichert was raised on a family ranch in Western Wyoming. His father
and grandfather were ahead of their time in understanding the importance
of low input-low cost agriculture.

He wentto BYU and got a degree in ag economics and ag business. For 2
1/2 years he spent time in Brazil on a mission trip for his church. He then went
to the University of Wyoming for a masters in ag economics with emphasis
on farm and ranch management. At the University of Wyoming, he learned
methods for analyzing alternative methods of operating ranches, or bringing
new practices to them. He served on the University of Wyoming agriculture,
economics faculty for one year. He was in the artificial insemination industry
and studied with some of the best animal scientists in America.

Since then, Teichert spent over three years as the general manager of

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.
He managed seven cattle ranches in Utah from
1990 to 2010. He was the general manager and
later, vice president of the ag reserves, Deseret
ranches. “No two ranches can be managed the
same, thus the need for adaptive grazing and
adaptive management to fit practices to the
individual ranch.

Since retirement, he has worked as a con-
tract manager, consultant, and speaker. He
has traveled to speak extensively in the United
States, and in parts of Canada, Central America, l
South America, England, Australia, and New &

-

T".

Zealand.

REMOTE

and timing. Overstocking results in over grazing.” said Teichert. Overgrazing | _— — - .
is repeated defoliation of individual plants before they have had adequate g I " ¥ o —
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the livestock division of Ul Inc. in the Tri-Cities area of Washington, he spent
over two years as a part-time assistant professor of ag economics at BYU,
and part-time engaged in consulting work.

From 1980 to 1990 Teichert worked with welfare services department of

-
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29th Production Sale

April 13 - 15, 2023

ALL BULLS ARE PERFORMANCE & FERTILITY TESTED

SELLING: REALISTIC
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For more information or to request a sale catalog please contact:

Doug & Ceylon Feiring
6698 94th Ave. NW, Powers Lake, ND 58773

701-629-1912 dfeiringb@gmail.com

FEIRINGO ¢t

Pelton Livestock Marketing - www.billpelton.com
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Annual Production Sale

“uesday, March 28, 2023 0

1 p.m. MDT = Bar JV Sale Barn = North of Sidney, MT Contasit us fot
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g&eg . 100 :: Angus Bulls . w5 vieww T bl Dale & Jill Vitt :: (406) 798-3398 :: (406) 480-5676 cell
WL? 20 : F1 Baldy Heifers ' Jim & Loretta Vitt :: (406) 798-3653 :: (406) 630-2959 cell

www.bar jvangus.com :: 14013 Cty Rd 340 : Fairview, MT 59221




“2023 Getting it Right
Canola Production”
Webinar Set For March 9

Topics include canola cultivar
selection, weed and disease
management, fertilizer
recommendations and more.

University and
agriculture
professionals
will provide
information to
assist canola
producers with
production
decisions for the 2023 growing season during the Getting-
it-Right in Canola Production webinar. (NDSU photo)

By NDSU Agriculture Communication

North Dakota State University Extension will offer the
“2023 Getting It Right Canola Production” webinar on Thurs-
day, March 9. The Zoom webinar begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends
at noon CST. Certified Crop Advisor Continuing Education
Units (CEUSs) are available.

The conference will consist of two parts. The first half
features live presentations about canola cultivar consider-
ations, plant establishment and plant development, weed
management, fertilizer recommendations, and intercropping in
canola. After a short break, the webinar will continue with live
presentations about insect management, clubroot, blackleg
and sclerotinia in canola, market updates, and biofuels canola.

Speakers include Bryan Hanson, NDSU research agron-
omist; Brian Jenks, NDSU Extension weed scientist; Dave
Franzen, NDSU Extension soil science specialist; Justin Ja-
cobs, NDSU irrigation research specialist; Venkat Chapara,
NDSU assistant agriculture experiment station specialist;
Randy Martinson, Martinson Ag Risk Management market
analyst; Anitha Chirumamilla, NDSU Extension cropping
systems specialist; Travis Prochaska, NDSU Extension crop
protection specialist; and Dave Ripplinger, NDSU Extension
bioproducts/bioenergy economist.

Speakers will entertain questions at the end of each talk
and the audience are encouraged to participate.

The conference is free. To register, visit www.ndsu.edu/
agriculture/ag-hub/events/getting-it-right-canola-produc-
tion-conference.

This event is sponsored by the Northern Canola Growers
Association.
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WHEN A HOSE FAILS,
SO DOES YOUR PRODUCTIVITY.

We know your equipment. That's why we stock a full range of competitively priced genuine hose
assemblies and bulk components to get your machine up and running in no time. We use high-
quality, name-brand replacement hose assembly components that provide performance, safety
and durability. Every replacement hose assembly offers four times the value of the hose’s working-
pressure-to-burst-pressure ratio.

Untimely hydraulic hose failures
can cost you in labor, materials and
productivity. Minimize disruption to
your operations and avoid possible
collateral damage. We have bulk
hoses and fittings for a broad range
of applications, from low- and
high-pressure fluid systems to
air-conditioning systems. Stop by to
let us inspect and replace distressed
hose assemblies before they fail.

TRUST US FOR PREVENTATIVE HYDRAULIC HOSE MAINTENANCE. SEE US TODAY!

| -
GENUINE

©2018 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries
or affiliates. CNH Industrial Genuine Parts is a trademark in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

MRC

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT, INC.
2429 W HOLLY STREET

SIDNEY, MT 59270

406-488-4400

www.tri-cnty.com
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GDAR

LEAVE A LASTING
LEGACY

Featuring sons:by
We want to help you build a better cowherd. Justificd All Pro

- 4 v Load Up Rainmaker
An efficient, profitable cowherd that positively Coalition Capitalist =

impacts your operation and your legacy. : - iﬁnsgteland gapstone
bl ar ecap

Gartner ~Denowh - 250 Yearling Bulls
ANGUS RANCH 250 Commercial Heifers

Mick Denowh Paul Denowh Chad Denowh MarCh 23, 2023

406-798-3355 406-798-3375 406-489-1762 1:00 MDT at the ranch « Sidney, MT

www.gdar-angus.com

Stop hy to see the bulls. Visitors always welcome!
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Rugged & Regal

Thiessen’s Regency Acres Angus breeds top line, tough genetics

By Tamara Choat, Tri-State Livestock News

The hardy, performing Angus cattle raised on Regency Acres
Angus look good wearing their work clothes — and get their jobs
done. “Our environment here is quite brutal,” says owner Russ
Thiessen. “We believe that our cattle are unique in that if they can
survive our extremes in weather and on our short grass, they can
survive anywhere.”

The Thiessen family: Russ and Jill and their children, daughter
Téa, who teaches math in Stanford, MT and Tyler, who is now the
fifth generation on the ranch, raise their registered herd in rugged
central eastern Montana near Lambert, just 30 miles from the North
Dakota border, on land near where Thiessen’s great-grandfather
homesteaded in the early 1900s.

“As (the second generation) grew up they branched off and
bought their own places, which is where we are based out of now,
on land my grandfather bought,” says Thiessen, although they still
operate on some of the original homestead land.

Today, the Thiessens run a diversified farming and purebred
Angus ranch, holding an annual production sale either the first or
second Friday in April where they sell approximately 80 yearling
bulls and 30-40 purebred yearling heifers. Crops include dry land
wheat, corn, peas, lentils, barley, oats, safflower and canola. “We
got our start in registered Angus in 1957,” says Thiessen. When his
dad, Jim, took over the operation in the late ’60s the commercial
cows were sold and the ranch began running 100% registered
cattle. “We’ve always incorporated the best tools to identify and
progress the best animals.” In the *70s they enrolled in the Montana
Beef Performance Association, a state Extension records-keeping
center that pioneered herd selection methods and contributed to
the formation of the Angus Herd Improvement Records (AHIR)
program. “We also incorporated artificial insemination, carcass
ultrasound, genomic testing, and herd testing for diseases like
BVD and Johnes to make sure they are free and healthy for our
customers,” says Thiessen. Today, the Thiessen herd is one of
only a few that is state-certified Johnes-free.

“In the mid-"90s | returned home after college, married my
bride of now 25 years and we had our two kids.”

Today, their annual work cycle is similar to many purebred
operations in the region. Calving starts the first of February with
the Aled heifers. Thiessen says they try to stick to a 60-day calving

—ali”

cycle. Heifers calve from Feb. 1 to April 1; cows from the end of
February to the end of April. Breeding begins in early May with
synchronized heifers, and all the cows except the late calvers are
also Aled on a natural cycle then hauled or trailed out to summer pastures with the
herd bulls. Summer is spent haying, spraying, and fencing with harvest occurring
mostly in August. Fall is spent hauling hay, fencing, moving cattle, preg-checking
and fixing corrals. Calves are weaned around October 1 and put into the feedlot.
Bulls are fed a ration designed for growth without getting them fat. Heifers are
kept in the feedlot for around a month then turned out to pasture for the winter.
Winter is usually time to haul crops to the elevator, maintain equipment and travel
around to look at cattle.

From left, Tyler, Russ, Tea, and Jill Thiessen. (Submitted photos)

“We are very diligent in the genetics we incorporate into our herd,” says Thies-
sen. “The cattle must have length, depth of body, be angular and have good feet.
The females must be good-uddered with mild dispositions. Our customers say our
cattle are pleasant to be around, last longer, and leave them with great females
and steers that are highly marketable.”

The mission statement of Regency Acres Angus is: “To propagate the genetics
that return the most dollars per acre for our customers.”

“That is still and always will be our primary goal,” says Thiessen. “Personally

Continued on next page.
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Thiessen’s Regency Acres Angus Annual Production Sale is April 14

Continued from previous page.
| am striving to leave a profitable business and livelihood for my son and future
grandkids, and to teach them that success isn’t just measured in dollars, but in
fulfillment in what you are doing.”

Thiessen says he likes the genetic side of the purebred business, and the
process of searching out the right bulls to mate the cows to. “l enjoy studying the
pedigrees and mating the cattle to try to improve both the dam and the sire in the
offspring,” he says. “Tyler has that unique ability to sit and have a conversation for
hours with someone he just met so he likes the public relations part of the business.”

Don Switzer, Switzer Land Company, near Richey, MT, runs a herd of com-
mercial cattle and has been a customer of the Thiessens for many years. “They
just have really top of the line bulls, whether you’re looking for a heifer bull or a
cow bull,” he says. “He’s really particular about what sires he uses; he has good
bloodlines.”

Gary Tescher owns Three Bars Angus Ranch southeast of Sidney, MT, across
the North Dakota state line. He’s been buying Thiessen bulls for around 20 years.

“First of all, they’re good people so you can trust the cattle and the information

they put out on them, which is danged sure important,” says Tescher. “They’ve got
good bulls and good cattle, but the other thing | notice and | admire about them
is they don’t necessarily use the same sires as everybody else is using. They’re
not just following the crowd. | can appreciate that too — it makes me think they
think for themselves.”

Thiessen says that while they put in long hours working, they still must make
time to play. A few years ago he and a couple of his friends got into barbeque.
They built their own smoker (nicknamed “The Mistress” by their wives) and cook
for weddings, parties and even funerals. Thiessen and his son also enjoy hunting,
and Tyler has his own “herd” of hound dogs he uses to eliminate raccoons for the
neighbors.

“The work load is immense and there isn’t enough profit in agriculture to af-
ford to hire on more employees — even if you can find one. So the hours are long
and stressful but we get to work alongside our kids, our wives, our fathers and
grandfathers and we get to work in God’s garden every day.

“When you realize the value in that, there isn’t a more ‘profitable’ occupation
in the world.”
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45 ANNUAL BULL SALE
SATURDAY APRIL 8, 2025

at the Tanch - Sidney, Montana - 406 -489-3255
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HEADQUARTERS!

Gelling 80 45
TOp TOP
Charolais Angus
Bulls Bulls
35 Top-Shelf
Charolais Heifers
3 Top-Notch Angus
Replacement Heifers

Stay Tuned for the upcoming DISPERSION of our
_ %% ANGUS cows and top-notch CHAROLAIS PAIRS!
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—— WE CAN HELP YOU

SAVE BIG $$9

WITH RELIABLE ENERGY EFFICIENT PRODUCTS

Working Hard To Build A Competitive Marketplace For Your Livestock!

At seneoure — | | We Offer Rebates On:

Wed, March 1st........ Feeder Special & All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 o E|9Ct|'ic Heat

Tuesday, March 7th ..... Sandhill Red Angus Bull Sale 1:00 A~
70 Yearling Bulls, Breed Leading Genetics

100 - 3 Year Olds Cows, Commercial Red Angus O Heat Pump SVStems -

100 - Bred Heifers, Commercial Red Angus

Wed, March 8th.........ccc........... Bred Stock Special & ACCS 9:00 ° Water H e at ers Y

Wed, March 15th......ccccoooveeeeeeeeeeeeeen All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 s 8
Wed, March 22nd...........ccccoevvvvniiiiinnnns All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 () G rain Dryers

Wed, March 29th..........ccoovviiiiivivvinnnnnn. All Class Cattle Sale 9:00

Wed, April 5th......e, All Class Cattle Sale 9:00

Wed, April 5th.............. Missouri Red Angus Bull Sale 1:00

27 Yearling Red Angus Bulls
30 Commercial Red Angus Heifers

Wed, April 12th......ccoooiiii All Class Cattle Sale 9:00 sy
Fri, April 14th........................ Regency Acres Bull Sale 1:00 Foradditional mformatlon, contact LYREC

80 Black Angus Bulls or go to www.lyrec.coop
25 Black Angus Heifers

Wed, April 19th.......ccooooiii, All Class Cattle Sale 9:00
Wed, April 26th.........coovviiiiiieiiiiie All Class Cattle Sale 9:00
e T ot T et e

Tim Larson: Dustin Cymbaluk: Terry Moe: Al Franzen: Christy Albin:
406-480-2666 701-220-0813 701-580-2426  406-489-7444  Office Manager

LOWER YELLOWSTONE
RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

406-482-3513 | www.sidneylivestock.com | ylc@midrivers.com

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative }Qt—'
—

3200 West Holly, Sidney | 406-488-1602 | www.lyrec.coop




70th Annual National Hard Spring
Wheat Show Highlights

Dr. Brian Jenks, NDSU North
Central Research Center weed
scientist, gives a 2023 Weed
Control Update at the 70th
Annual National Hard Spring
Wheat Show held in Williston,
_ Feb. 1.

Audrey Kalil, PhD, NDSU Williston
Research Center plant pathologist,
focuses on a Market Update on “Head
Scab of Small Grains”at the 70th Annual
National Hard Spring Wheat Show held
in Williston, Feb. 1.

Ben Larson, Birdsall Grain & Seed, and Charlie Cahill, Cahill Seeds, show
seed variety updates at the 70th Annual Hard Spring Wheat Show held in
Williston on Feb. 1.
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Montana Farm
Bureau Offers
Scholarships For
Higher Education

Submitted by Rebecca Colnar, Ag NewsWire

The Montana Farm Bureau Foundation and the Montana Farm Bureau Wom-
en’s Leadership Committee are offering several scholarships for students pursuing
higher education. “Our Montana Farm Bureau Foundation and Women’s Leader-
ship Committee are pleased to once again provide students with some financial
assistance as they work toward furthering their education,” said Montana Farm
Bureau’s Director of Events and Foundation Development Alena Standley.

Scholarships Available:

The Montana Farm Bureau Women'’s Leadership Committee Scholarships: Two
$1,500 scholarships are available through the sponsorship of the MFB Women’s
Leadership Committee. The scholarships are available to young men and women.
The applicant must be an incoming college freshman and must be from a paid
Montana Farm Bureau member family. Applications will be scored on scholastic
achievement, future goals, community involvement and school activities. Many
county Farm Bureaus offer scholarships and the online form for this application
will allow students to apply for any county Farm Bureau scholarship for which they
are eligible as well as the state scholarship. Due Date: April 1.

The 2023 MFB Foundation CYF&R Scholarship: The Montana Farm Bureau
Foundation will award one $1,000 scholarship to a current member of the Colle-
giate Chapter of Young Farmers and Ranchers at MSU Bozeman, UM Western,
Miles Community College or Dawson Community College. The purpose of this
scholarship is to assist Collegiate Young Farmer and Rancher members in pursu-
ing a degree from an accredited institute of higher education and enrolled at that
institution for the Fall 2023 semester. Due Date: April 1.

The 2023 Bernard Greufe Honor Scholarship: This $1,500 scholarship assists
Montana high school students in paying for higher education. The applicant must
be pursuing a degree from an accredited institute of higher education, although
the award is not limited to students seeking a degree or career in agriculture. Due
Date: April 1.

The 2023 Future of Agriculture Honor Scholarship: This $1,500 scholarship is
administered by the Montana Farm Bureau Foundation through generous donations
from Seed Source, Inc., of Toston, MT. The purpose of this scholarship is to assist
students towards the completion of a degree in a field pertaining to agriculture. A
special emphasis will be given to applicants who have shown ingenuity in agricul-
tural production and advancement of small-scale agriculture. Due Date: April 1.

All students wishing to apply for these scholarships will need to sign in to the
Montana Farm Bureau scholarship portal, which is available by visiting mfbf.org/
Foundation/Foundation-Scholarships and mfbf.org/Programs/Womens-Leader-
ship-Committee. For more information call 406-799-9955 or email alenas @mfbf.
org.
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Low Forecast For Wheat Midge

Continuves

info 2023

The dramatic decrease in wheat midge populations since 2019 is probably
due to drought in 2020 through 2022.

2022 Wheat Midge Larval Survey

Worth Dakola
e s L e,
sonkers 1 p T 2022 Wheat Midge Larval
e .‘l. el ) SR Survey (NDSU photo)
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By NDSU Agriculture Communication

Soil samples from North Dakota counties indicate low levels of overwintering
wheat midge larvae (cocoons) for the 2023 season, says Janet Knodel, North
Dakota State University Extension entomologist.

A total of 2,040 soil cores were collected from 22 counties in the fall of 2022
to estimate the statewide risk for wheat midge for the 2023 spring wheat growing
season. The risk for wheat midge is based on unparasitized cocoons found in the
soil samples.

“The majority of the soil samples had zero wheat midge cocoons in the soll
for the past three years,” Knodel says. “The percentage was 97.5% with no midge
cocoons in 2023, 95% in 2022 and 86% in 2021. This is the record low since the
wheat midge larval survey for overwintering cocoons started in 1995.”

Only about 2.5% of soil samples were positive for wheat midge cocoons,
with density ranging from 36 to 143 cocoons per square meter. This is a low risk
for wheat midge infestation, which is classified as one to 200 midge cocoons per
square meter.

“Low risk areas were scattered in eight counties throughout the state, includ-
ing the northwest area (Burke County), north-central area (Benson, McHenry and
Rolette Counties), and the west-central area (McLean County),” Knodel says.

“No soil samples had moderate or high cocoon densities of wheat midge (201
to over 800 midge larvae per square meter),” Knodel says.

Knodel adds, “This dramatic decrease in wheat midge populations since 2019
is probably due to drought in 2020 through 2022. Drought can cause wheat midge
to overwinter for two years instead of the typical emergence during the following
season. Larvae also are susceptible to dryness and require rain to emerge from
the soil in late June through mid-July, and to drop out of the mature wheat heads
and dig into the soil to overwinter as cocoons. In some locations, wheat midge
larvae remained in the wheat heads during harvest due to the dry environment and
ended up in the harvest trucks instead of the soil. Comparing precipitation from
May through August with wheat midge cocoon densities for each surveyed county
over the past 12 years shows a strong positive correlation between precipitation
and wheat midge populations.”

Another reason wheat midge infestation risk is so low could be due to the late
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spring wheat planting in 2022 due to the cool, wet conditions in early May. Late
planting dates reduce the risk of infestation due to the wheat heading after peak
emergence of wheat midge.

With the very low populations of wheat midge for the third year in a row, night
scouting for adult midges in spring wheat fields is not pressing, unless the field is
continuous wheat and/or favorable moist weather in late June to early July occurs
during emergence. These two factors can cause rapid increases in the numbers
of emerging adult wheat midges, especially in areas that did receive adequate
precipitation last year.

Knodel recommends that producers still use the wheat midge degree-day
model to predict the emergence of wheat midge and to determine when to scout,
and if their wheat crop is at risk.

Producers can access the wheat midge degree-day model on the North Dakota
Agricultural Weather Network (NDAWN) website at https://ndawn.ndsu.nodak.edu/
wheat-growing-degree-days.html.

Select your nearest NDAWN station and enter your spring wheat planting
date. The output indicates the expected growth stage of the wheat and whether
the crop is susceptible to midge infestation, as well as the timing and percent of
wheat midge emerged.

If wheat midge is detected, the economic thresholds for wheat midge are one
or more midge observed for every four or five heads on hard red spring wheat,
or one or more midge observed for every seven or eight heads on durum wheat.

Knodel says, “This forecast is favorable for growers since the risk for yield loss
and reduced grain quality from wheat midge is low. Unfortunately, the bad news is
that the beneficial parasitic wasp that attacks and kills wheat midge can’t survive
without its host. No parasitized cocoons were found in 2022 and 2021. This is the
second time that no parasitic wasps were observed.

“Parasitic wasps play an important role in natural control of wheat midge and
parasitize the eggs or larvae,” she adds. “In contrast, the parasitism rate was 15%
in 2020, 36% in 2019 and 9% in 2018.”

NDSU Extension agents collected the soil samples and Extension entomology
specialists extracted the larvae from the soil samples. The North Dakota Wheat
Commission supports the wheat midge survey.

3] En
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We have been serving the unique
needs of ag producers in the MonDak
for generations. We understand the
challenges they face. As Montana’s
largest ag bank, we make decisions
locally, meeting the needs of
producers, like you, who take on these
challenges day in and day out. Come
experience the difference.

Stociﬂnan Banlk

Montana’s Brand of Banking
Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender @

Get Your Radios Ready For Harvest Time!

Handhelds
NXT1200

Handheld 5 watts w/scan

Mobile Radios
* 50 to 110 watts * 16 to 127 channels
* small & easy

Unication
AUTHURIZED DEALER

Call Justin Today At...

ADVANCED

COMMUNICATIONS

“Your communication headquarters”

Mobile & Hand-Held Radios
Just North of McDonald’s ¢ Sidney, MT | 406-433-1659 * Toll Free: 1-866-433-1659

Authorized

We appreciate our area

FARMERS
RANCHEB:S

It is our prwllege d?’ld purpose fo serve you.

FULKERSON - STEVENSON
— FUNERAL HOMES ——

CHAPELS IN FIVE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:
Sidney, Montana Stanley, North Dakota  Tioga, North Dakota
406.488.2805 701.628.3323 701.664.2122
Watford City, North Dakota Williston, North Dakota
701.842.2490 701.572.6329

ﬂ-.l-\.
e |
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FFH@FULKERSONS.COM | FULKERSONS.COM | FFHND @ FULKERSONS.COM

See Us For All Your Farm m &

CULSTE comemmmen VEhicle Tires
P YORDHAMA HAanNKoox Goodrich | \CIZITd

Check out our facebook page for specials, sales & promotions!

LEE’S

TIRE AND SERVICE CENTE l{

349 22nd Ave
NW, Sidney
406-488-6636
1-800-967-3795
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Do You Have Experience In Sugar
Manufacturing? Start Your Career
With Western Sugar! .-

Apply today at westernsugar.com/careers {
) IN-PERSON

HIRING EVENT

» March 7th March 8th
& 7am - 7pm 7-10am

At the Wingate by
Wyndham Sidney

(1490 S Central Ave ¢ Sidney, MT)
Relocation assistance available

)"Western Sugar
- / Cooperative
AR GROWER OWNED

westernsugar.com 1-800-523-7497

101.572.50a0 - 4419 W FRONT ST - WILLISTON, ND

K Do More. Work Less.

“Come see us at
our booth during
MonDak Ag Days!”

WITH A GOOD FOUNDATION " cormansioe.con
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Serving Farm & Ranch Tire Needs For Over 60 Years!
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Firestone TOYOTIRES Y HanNKooK

DRIVEN TO PERFORM dariving emotion

e On-The-Farm & In-The-Field Tire Service
 Quality Firestone Tractor & Implement Tires

% Straight Talk
AU/ E ST == N TikE
< Fair Prices

1601 S. Central  Sidney, MT | 433-3858 (After-Hours Call Forwarding To Service Rep) | Mon-Fri: 7am - 5:30pm ° Sat: 7am - 12pm
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ONDAK
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AG DAYS & TRADE SHOW

A Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture Event

Thurs & Fri, March 2nd & 3rd

Richland County Event Center

Trade Show (Free to the Public):
March 2nd: 8am - Spm
March 3rd: 7am - 2pm

Lunch Avulluble Both Days Courtesy of FFA
i(smney, Fairview and Alumni)

OP‘OOOOOCC ® © © 6 6 0 0 0 0 0 00 0000000000000 00000000000000000
Banqueb 6pm (Social 5pm) Murch 2nd ai
the Sidney Elks Lodge

Thursday March 2:

10am .......ccoovvvruenne Drainage Tile: Do's and Do Not's | Jerry Weiland

11am ... Getting More Bang for Your Fertilizer Buck | Dr. Clain Jones

M. Prussic Acid & Nitrates in Forages | Marley Manoukian

2pm....... Updates to Medically Important Antibiotics | Gary Schieber

ST o e Cattle Market Update | Katelyn McCullock

Friday, March 3:

10am ... Input Costs & 2023 Projections | Ron Haugen

.Iay Bodner 11am................. Value Added Agriculture Opportunities | Hailey Vine
12pm........ Preemergent Herbicides & Modes of Action | Charlie Lim

Keynote Speaker

or af the Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce

(909 S. Central Ave. Sidney, MT)

Businesses can request to be invoiced for banquet tickets as well

Thank You To All Our Sponsors
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AG EQUIPMENT

Adutler

AG EQUIPMENT

Butler Ag Equipment is your preferred ag
dealer, offering a full line of Fendt, Massey
Ferguson and more.

Stop by today and talk to one of our
excellent sales associates for more info!

34940 Hwy 23, Sidney, MT 59270
(406) 742-7700 |
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Reinke Recognizes Mon-Kota With Dealer Award

Deshler, NE - Reinke Manufacturing, a global leader in irrigation systems and
precision irrigation technology, has recognized Mon-Kota in Fairview with a Reinke
Diamond Pride award for their performance in the last year.

“Reinke is honored to work with Mon-Kota to help them serve the growers in
their areas,” said Chris Roth, Reinke president. “We’re proud to award their efforts
and we appreciate their dedication as we continue to develop and implement
precision irrigation equipment and technology to help growers increase yields
and profitability.”

Reinke dealerships from across the United States and
Canada come together annually for the company’s sales con-
vention to recognize select Reinke dealers for their hard work
and commitment to serve growers. The Reinke Pride awards are
determined as part of an incentive program that distinguishes
superior achievement levels according to an evaluation based
on a dealership’s exterior and interior housekeeping and main-
tenance, indoor and outdoor displays, safety, retail environment,
merchandising, professionalism, promotions, event participation
and market share.

With hundreds of dealers in more than 40 countries, Reinke
Manufacturing is the world’s largest privately held manufacturer

KE PRIDE DIAMOND DEALE
NURTH CENTRAL
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of center pivot and lateral move irrigation systems. Family owned since 1954 and
headquartered in Deshler, NE, Reinke develops products and technology designed
to increase agriculture production while providing labor savings and environmental
efficiencies. Reinke is a continued leader in industry advancements as the first to
incorporate GPS, satellite-based communications, and touchscreen panel capa-
bilities into mechanized irrigation system management. For more information on
Reinke or to locate a dealership, visit Reinke.com.

EASTERN MONTANA GENETICS

ERE QUALITY, PHENOTYPE AND PERFORMANCE MEET MATERNAL

Setling Private Treaty
110 HEREFORD BULLS - HORNED & POLLED
35 RED ANGUS BULLS

SONS OF : FT. KNOX 4040, ANODYNE 001A, CHURCHILL RED BARON 8300F,
ADVANCE 9261, FORTY CREEK 45H AND PUTE NASCAR N13.

SELECT NOw!

’ FREE WINTERING
DELIVERY IN THE SPRING

503 MT Hwy 254 - Vida, MT 59274 (24 miles north of Circle on Hwy 13 - 5 miles east on Rd 254)
Matt Beery: (406) 979-5720 - Madri Blom - Herdsman: (406) 979-5711 - bllcattle@gmail.com

WWW.BEERYHEREFORDS.COM

i | Like us on facebook/Beery’s Land & Livestock Co. - BEERY Herefords 0

Pictured (L-R) Chris Roth, Reinke president; Lyle Roberts,
Mon-Kota; and Vern Hinnenkamp, Reinke Territory Manager.
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Montana State Announces Finalists For
Agritourism & Sustainable Agriculture Program

From the MSU News Service

Bozeman - The Montana State University College of Agriculture has announced
finalists for a new leadership program focused on sustainable agriculture and
agritourism.

The Montana Agritourism Fellows Program will center on the goal of developing
leaders to advance sustainable agritourism. The fellowship is designed to engage
agricultural producers and train them in methods of communicating and promoting
sustainable agriculture for farmers, ranchers, professionals and communities. It
was funded by a grant from the Western Sustainable Agriculture Research and
Education, or Western SARE, program. The inaugural cohort consists of 14 fel-
lows, listed below with their city, occupation and the focus of their outreach efforts.

« Todd and Molly Barkley, Baker, owners of Barkley’s Home Grown LLC, ex-
ploring year-round greenhouse agriculture.

+ Tana and Tienna Canen, Glendive, multi-generational ranchers exploring the
Ranching for Profit sustainability program.

+ Andy Fjeseth, Helena, Montana Department of Agriculture bureau chief,
exploring agritourism development.

+ Laura Garber, Hamilton, director of Cultivating Connections and owner of a
diversified vegetable farming operation, exploring community agriculture education.

+ Susan Joy, Helena, manager of the Made in Montana program, exploring
agritourism development.

« Carissa McNamara, Plains, owner of Wild Horse Lavender Farm and ambas-
sador for Northwest Farmers Union, exploring agritourism development.

» Tamara Robertson, Forsyth, diversified rancher and farm tour host, exploring
sustainable ranch management practices.

+ Haylie Shipp, Glasgow, rancher, exploring communications outreach and
agritourism.

« Jon and Erin Turner, Missoula, owners of Turner Farms and hosts of outreach
events, exploring community engagement and community-supported agriculture.

» Liz and Toby Werk, Hays, ranchers, exploring cultural agritourism.

Agritourism links agricultural operations with tourism by welcoming visitors to
farms and ranches for entertainment, recreation or education. Examples include
organized tours, community supported agriculture programs, public education
events and more. Organizers hope the program will promote a holistic approach
to farming focused on profitability, land and natural resource stewardship, and
improved quality of life for the producers as well as their communities.

“We are excited to engage with this outstanding cohort of agricultural pro-
fessionals and producers over the next two years,” said Shannon Arnold, the
program’s faculty lead and a professor in MSU’s Department of Agricultural and
Technology Education. “The fellows program focuses on developing these lead-
ers to promote, educate and build community awareness about the sustainable
agritourism industry in Montana.”

The inaugural group of fellows will attend four two-day seminars at various
sustainable agritourism operations across Montana over the next two years, with
the first to be held in Helena Feb. 16-17. The second and third seminars will be
hosted in central and eastern Montana at locations to be determined, and the
fourth will be in Bozeman, where fellows will apply what they’ve learned to plan
and host a statewide agritourism conference in 2024.

The seminars will consist of workshops, tours and networking opportunities
exploring the facets of agritourism, including management, business, media

relations, planning and communication. Fellows will also learn how to advocate
for sustainable agritourism and conduct outreach events for industry promotion.

The Western SARE organization is hosted by MSU through 2023. The faculty
team on the project includes Arnold; Dustin Perry, head of the Department of Agri-
cultural and Technology Education; Kim Woodring, Toole County Extension agent;
and Beth Shirley, assistant professor in technical communication.
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MOBILE FRIENDLY

Ag Community!
¥ Without You,
' PR~ There's No "Us.”

We Salute The Entire

Washed Rock & Sand ¢ Concrete ¢ Gravel & Dirt Haulin
406-433-1572 | 206 10th Ave SE * Sidney, MT
concrete@sidneyredemix.com ¢ www.sidneyredemix.com
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Leland Red Angas . ..
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Lot 1 - Leland Propulsion 2082 (#4682873)
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Lot 28 - Leland Stockmarket 2096 (#4683121) Lot 51 - Leland Finished Product 2065 (#4683169) Lot 76 - Leland Redemption 043-2269 (#4682863) Lot 94 - Leland Full House 0265-2242 (#4682951)

u—_._

Lot 217 - Leland Genume 2176 (#4683049)

Aunaal Production Sale
Friday, March 10, 2023
1 p.m. MST e At the Ranch Melvin & Luella Leland o (701) 565-2347
41 mi. N of Beach, ND, or 34 mi. SE of Sidney, MT Todd & Carla Leland ¢ (701) 565-2361

185 Bulls ¢ 50 Heifers 192 Hwy 16 N  Sidney, MT 59270
Including age-advantaged bulls from Koester Red Angus RED ANGUS RANCH lelandra@restel.net  www.lelandredangus.com
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MONDAK Thursday - Friday

AG DAYS

A Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture Event

March 2-3, 2023

Thursday, March 2nd:
<3 0 o KOS R P SRPR Tradeshow opens
T AITY 1ttt ettt ettt e et e et e bt e e bt e e sbteeeateeeas Drainage Tile: Do’s & Do Not’s
Jerry Weiland
T AIMY (et et st Getting More Bang For Your Fertilizer Buck
Dr. Clain Jones
235 o B OO P U PP PP OO P PPRRROPPPRRROPPPPO Prussic Acid & Nitrates In Forages
Marley Manoukian
2 PINL ettt ettt et e st e et s et e e Updates To Medically Importnat Antibiotics
Gary Schieber
3 Pesticide Points Available 11am - 2pm
G 200} 0 0 PSSR Cattle Market Update

TRADE SHOW HOURS AG DAYS BAN QUET

THURSDAY | 8AM - 5PM
FRIDAY | 7AM - 3PM

LUNCH AVAILABLE BOTH DAYS
BREAKFAST STARTING AT 7AM
ON FRIDAY

THURSDAY
MARCH 2 |6PM PRIME RIB DINNER
KEYNOTE SPEAKER: JAY BODNER
LOCATION: SIDNEY ELKS LODGE

SPM PRE SOCIAL

Katelyn McCullock

 Welcome To Ag Dayd! b

- City of Sidney

( - - - \
Spring Cleaning Supplies!
Our Undiluted Products Save You $$$

= % Wholesale Distributors
608 E. Main ¢ Sidney

NIEHENKE
WELDING

o EH Y 100 RANREY Wl

New CNC Plasma Cutter + B&W Hitches ¢ Grade 8 Steel Bolts

1151 S. Central « Sidney, MT | Open Daily 6am - 10pm

Grocery 433-2305 « www.reynoldsmarket.com )

. Parts Stores

enterprises inc Over 100 Years of Service
\_ ) 312 N. Central Ave * Sidney, MT | 406-433-1007
( Wix Farm A
e nolds [AutolRe2Es
Coming
115 2nd Ave SE
J MARKET Value Sicney, MT

406-482-3304

Rau E Iemen’raryN
School

1-800-962-7068 y

\406-482-1088 | 12138 Cnty Rd 350 « Sidney, MT)

Customer Service is Our #1 Priority
Barder

Farm & Ranch, Oil Field & Construction
Materials, Fencing Supplies, New
Steel, Pipe, Aluminum & Stainless

Buying all ferrous & non-ferrous metal

Sidney: 35002 CR 123 « 406-433-7737 Williston: 13896 W. Front St. « 701-572-5493
Glendive: 2703 W. Towne St. + 406-377-4398 Miles City: 12 Peggy Lane « 406-874-7428
Plentywood: Hwy 16 East + 406-765-2624
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MONDAK Thursday - Friday

March 2-3, 2023

AG DAYS
A Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture Event
S 350) 0 USSP OPPROPPROP Tradeshow Closes
Banquet Pre-Social
(4] 53 5 s U OO OO TSP PP PPN OO PPPPPPTRRRRRPPN Banquet Dinner
Sidney Elks Lodge. Keynote Speaker: Jay Bodner
Friday, March 3rd
A 5 o KOTSRS UP PR UP SRR Tradeshow opens
TO AN et Input Costs & 2023 Projections
Ron Haugen
I 3 o EO PP SRPSROPP Value Added Agriculture Opportunities
Hailey Vine
T2 PITL e e e e e Pre-Emergent Herbicides & Modes of Action
Charlie Lim
380} o o SRS PSR Tradeshow Closes
= e e
[ @@EBy,  Ear & Casine ) ) ;
""PQ N1 Steakhouse
Sun-Thurs: 11 am - 9pm TEL a

Fri & Sat: 11 am - 10pm
Deliveries Wed: 5-8pm

Happvy Hour
Mon-Fri: 5-7pm

COLDSRTST

LADINY & LIGUUR STORE

\204 South Ellery Fairview, MT | Lounge: 742-4653  Office: 742-4654 « 10am - 2am J

éf LBERL

\ 419 S. Ellery * Fairview, MT | 406-742-5 164 )

\
Big enough to serve

you, small enough

to know you.
@ FINc:

ssssss

216 S Ellery Ave * Fairview, MT
406-742-5203 | Mon-Fri: 9am - 4pm
J

Fertilizer & Irrigation

Sales & Service
Fairview, MT ¢ 701-844-5300

(Mon-Kota, Inc. &\

@ Reinke Pm,,mm

Flun f"l r1|f|r|r|)

(

10.4
NEU

CONSTRUCTION, JNC.
Oil Field Roads & Locations
Reclaim Work * Gravel & Scoria Hauling

neuconst@midrivers.com

\ Fairview, MT | 406-742-5549 y

\

Family Dining
Open Tue-Fri:

EST. 1972

4:30
?@WMR Sat & Surr)::anm
Fairview

v

406-742-5180

NEU’S )
SUPERVALU

» Grocery * Bakery * Fresh Meat * Beer
* |ce * Snacks ¢ Full Service Deli

Eldnoy, Monians

\_ 406-742-5441 * 303 5 Ellery 5t * Fairview, MT )

A0G—406- 1400 )
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Farm Bureau Members Call On Capitol In Helena

Montana Farm Bureau Federation members with Lieutenant Governor Kristen Juras at the Capitol.

Submitted by Rebecca Colnar, Ag NewsWire

Helena, MT - Meetings with legislators and agency directors plus learning to
give testimony were part of the Montana Farm Bureau Calling on the Capitol Feb.
6-7, in Helena. Calling on the Capitol provides MFBF members with a chance to
learn about the political process in the state’s capital during the legislative session.

The event kicked off with legislative updates and training by the MFBF Legis-
lative Team, followed by a history of Montana politics presentation and a reception
in the Capitol Rotunda where legislators and legislative staff could learn about
Farm Bureau and visit with their constituents. Tuesday morning featured visits
with Attorney General Austin Knudsen, Director of Fish, Wildlife and Parks Hank
Worsech, Director of the Department of Agriculture Christy Clark and Department
of Livestock Executive Officer Mike Honeycutt.

The group found their meeting with Lt. Gov. Kristen Juras inspiring, thanking
her for her work on the Red Tape Initiative to streamline government regulations,
along with discussing water bills, the progress on de-listing grizzly bears, and
rural community issues.

“I really appreciate the Governor and Lieutenant Governor’s passion and di-
rection,” said Ronan rancher Josh Senecal. “It was an excellent visit and we had
a very good discussion on issues of concern for people in agriculture.”

Members sat in on the Senate and House Floor Sessions, both of which
recognized the 40 members in the galleries at the Legislature. They also had the
opportunity to sit in on committee hearings, with a few members testifying.

Although MFBF has always brought groups to the Capitol during the legislative

session, this is the first year they combined the different Calling on the Capitols to
have a large group. “This was a great event for those who have attended many
times, and for first-timers,” said MFBF President Cyndi Johnson. “It gives you a
sense of pride to see Farm Bureau participating in the political process in our state.
| loved seeing our young people putting pen to paper to develop their testimonies
and their leadership skills. At this event, we get to know each other better and
learn about the potential of our organization. It always makes me excited to come
to these events and realize the impact Montana Farm Bureau has in this state on
agricultural issues.”

This was the first time Joe Lackman, a Montana State University sophomore,
had been to Helena. “As president of the Collegiate Farm Bureau, | considered
Calling on the Capitol a great opportunity to see the legislative process and hear
legislative updates for our members,” said the young farmer from Hysham. “It was
interesting to watch the Floor Sessions and see how bills are voted on. | really
enjoyed Jon Bennion providing us with a history of politics in Montana, the trends,
and how politics has changed since the 1940s. This was a great way for me to
learn more being here in person.”

District 8 Director Ed Bandel has attended several COTCs, and said there is
always something to learn. “It’s always interesting to see how our state govern-
ment works and what issues they’re addressing,” said the Floweree wheat farmer.
“It’'s impressive that we can come here to visit with the different agencies and our
legislators, and have the chance to express our opinions.”
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Lentil Fertilizer Study Resulls
Available On MSU Online

From the MSU News Service

Bozeman - Montana State University sci-
entists and their colleagues are sharing the
results of a three-year study examining the
importance of inoculant and sulfur fertilizer on
lentil production.

Scientists from MSU and North Dakota
State University recently completed the study,
which examined seven sites across the Great
Plains. Researchers aimed to determine the ef-
fects of rhizobial inoculants and certain fertilizer
nutrients (potassium, sulfur and micronutrients)
on lentil yield at each site and nitrogen fixation
at two sites. The study was led by professor
Perry Miller in the MSU Department of Land
Resources and Environmental Sciences.

According to Clain Jones, MSU Exten-
sion soil fertility specialist and professor in
the LRES department, the number of acres in
Montana used to produce lentils has increased
dramatically in the past two decades. Lentils,
which are legumes, form symbiotic relationships
with rhizobia bacteria in nodules on their roots
that can convert nitrogen gas to a form useful
to plants, a process known as nitrogen fixation.
Inoculating legumes with rhizobia can increase
the likelihood and extent of nodulation and ni-
trogen fixation. This process makes lentils an
attractive option for farmers who want to use
less nitrogen fertilizer on their soil, Jones said.

The study showed that inoculated lentils produced greater yields in 30% of
site-years — by an average of 344 pounds per acre — and fixed more nitrogen
in 40% of site-years by an average of 14 pounds per acre. That’s compared to
non-inoculated lentils.

(A site-year is a test performed for one year at one site. That means a test
conducted at one site for 10 years equals 10 site-years; conversely, a test con-
ducted for one year at 10 sites also equals 10 site-years.)

“Lentil response to inoculation was not impacted by a history of legumes on
study fields, but other research suggests it can impact nodulation success,” Miller
said. “Inoculation is likely worth the cost since nodulation failure risks an insufficient
nitrogen supply.”

The study compared two types of inoculants: granular and a peat-powder,
seed-coat formulation. According to Jones, neither type showed a consistent
advantage in lentil yields or amounts of nitrogen fixed.

“Montana soils are typically sufficient in potassium, and this was true for this
study, as well,” Jones said. Researchers found that potassium fertilizer did not
consistently increase lentil yield or the amount of nitrogen fixed. “Still, farmers
should have their soils tested for exchangeable potassium to make sure levels
are sufficient,” he said.

The researchers found that lentil sometimes responded to sulfur fertilizer.
Yield and the amount of nitrogen fixed both increased in 20% of site-years by an
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average of 255 and 30 pounds per acre, respectively. Low soil sulfur levels did
not always result in a lentil response to sulfur fertilizer.

“However, because of several large positive yield and nitrogen fixation re-
sponses observed and the low cost of applying five pounds of sulfur per acre,
sulfur fertilization is likely a good decision for many lentil producers,” Jones said.

At one site-year, nitrogen fixation consistently increased as whole plant tissue
sulfur concentration at early pod stage increased, while yield plateaued at tissue
sulfur concentrations around 0.09%.

“This means that a sulfur fertilizer application may be justified, even when
a seed yield response does not occur, since more fixed nitrogen is contained in
lentil residue and hence producers may be able to decrease nitrogen fertilizer the
following year,” Jones said. “Organic producers who rely more upon legume cover
crops for their nitrogen fertility could especially benefit from increased nitrogen
contained in crop residue because of increased sulfur supply. There are affordable,
organic gypsum sources that producers can use to supply sulfur.”

The study’s summary, “Fertilizer Fact 81: Lentil Yield and Nitrogen Fixation
Response to Inoculant and Fertilizer,” is now available online at landresources.
montana.edu/fertilizerfacts/html/FF81.html.

Questions about this or other soil fertility topics can be directed to Jones at
clainj@montana.edu or 406-994-6076. More information on soil fertility is avail-
able at the MSU Extension soil fertility website at landresources.montana.edu/
soilfertility/.
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NDSU Projects Crop Profits For 2023

By NDSU Agriculture Communication

The Crop Compare program is available online at ndsu.ag/cropcompare.

The North Dakota State University Extension projected crop budgets for 2023 are

available for the state’s farmers, says Ron Haugen, NDSU Extension
farm management specialist.

The 2023 projected profits vary by region and crop.

“The budgets are guides for large multi-county regions,” says Hau-
gen. “Returns and costs can vary considerably between producers within
a region. Also, the budgets estimate returns to labor and management
with no consideration of price and yield variability or risk. A perfect
comparison of crops is not achieved because different levels of labor,
management and risk exist.”

“Generally, most crops in all regions project a profit for the year,”
says Haugen. “With the increase in all commodity prices, the bottom
line looks good. With higher gross income there is a negative note,
expenses are higher overall. Fertilizer prices and pesticide prices are
far above average.”

“Generally, for most crops, the projected total costs per acre have
increased,” adds Haugen. “Fertilizer costs per acre have decreased
somewhat but are still near the high levels of 2022. Pesticide costs are
flat to higher for most crops in most regions. Seed costs are somewhat
flat. With our high inflation rate, fuel, repairs and ownership expenses
have had increases. Cropland rents for most regions are up.”

“Specialty crops may show a positive return, but usually have limited
contracts and acreages, and also may have higher risk,” says Haugen.

The NDSU Extension-developed budgets are available online
at ndsu.ag/projectedbudgets or by searching online for NDSU Crop
Budgets.

NDSU Extension also offers an updated Crop Compare Program for
2023, which is a spreadsheet designed to compare cropping alternatives.

The program uses the direct costs and yields from the 2023 pro-
jected crop budgets for nine regions of North Dakota, but farmers are
encouraged to enter the expected yields and input costs for their farm.

The user designates a reference crop and enters its expected
market price. Depending on the region, a broad selection of nine to 18
crops are compared. The program provides the prices for competing
crops that would be necessary to provide the same return over variable
costs as the reference crop.

“Producers can compare these ‘break-even’ prices to expected
market prices to see which crop is most likely to compete with the ref-
erence crop,” says Haugen. “The program provides a tool for farmers
to check changing scenarios until final planting decisions are made.”

The program includes an underlying assumption that fixed costs,
such as machinery ownership, land, and the owner’s labor and man-
agement, do not vary among crop choices, and therefore do not need
to be included in the analysis.

“In practice, there may be differences in fixed costs that should be
considered,” says Haugen.

“For example, there may be additional labor, management and risk
associated with a competing crop,” Haugen adds. “If all the labor and
management is provided by the owner-operator, it would be considered
a fixed cost and could be excluded. However, the farmer should add
some cost if he or she would only want to produce the crop when an
adequate reward would be received for the extra time and management
required relative to the reference crop.”

A similar rationale could be used if a competing crop is considered
higher risk.
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—WHERE-BULLS K‘R FOR GROWTH, MATERNAL TRAITS, FERTILITY AND CALVI
WHERE BULLS ARE

BW
+22 +0.2

OFFERING
® 65 Yearlings (top 30%) ® 70 coming 2-year-olds e 85 Fancy Replacement Heifers

Over 90% repeat buyers over the past 9 years!
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VIEW OUR

Reference Scnee 205d
TK Entice G336 TK Worldwide G553 weight 7ag4# CATALOG

TK Cowboy Up E710 TK Unlimited F477 ]
TK Renown F515 LBS Stunner F48 No CREEP ONLINE'

hauglandauctions.com

23RD ANNUAL PRODUCTION SALE

MARCH 13TH, 2023 ¢« 2PM(CST)
SITTING BULL AUCTION e WILLISTON, ND

Take an additional $50 off of your bull panchase & you take your butl(s) home cale day.

(701) 834-2320 - (701) 570-0571 - (701) 570-6441

AUCTIONEERS: AMBER HAUGLAND 701-641-8792
SITTING BULL REP: KIRBY BREBSBACH 701-570-1420
RINGMEN: LOREN SORENSON 701-641-1140, BRANDON WEIDERT 701-240-1230

Thiz mile '~ be crosdcmt ive on 15 imMerask
BUTCH, LILA - STACY & DYLAN Contact as today {0" a dale 4
RYAN, LINDSEY, KYLIE & WYATT L B S A N G U S n mucmﬂ
ROBERT, KAREN & HOPE SORENSON Rcrt-Frmia Auci?
14040 93RD ST. NW - FORTUNA, ND Anol Smn Eidding & poay Bidding meniiskin.
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Prevent The Spread Of Bacteria
From Newly Hatched Pouliry

Good biosecurity & hygiene practices can reduce the risk of contamination & illness from hatchlings.

By NDSU Agriculture Communication

As spring approaches, backyard poultry
owners and educators may be preparing for
hatching season, which also means taking
precautions against the spread of disease.

“Even in a small and controlled environ-
ment, biosecurity threats are present,” says
Samantha Lahman, North Dakota State
University Extension 4-H youth development
specialist in animal science. “It is important
that those working with poultry are prepared
to keep these newly hatched birds and the
people in contact with them healthy.”

All people and animals carry populations
of germs and other organisms on and in their
bodies. Zoonotic organisms are those that
pose a health risk to animals and people.
Some zoonotic organisms are harmless to
animal carriers but can cause disease in
humans.

According to NDSU Extension veteri-
narian Dr. Gerald Stokka, bacteria are often
responsible for disease in backyard poultry.

“Even birds that look healthy and clean h
can transmit bacterial organisms like Salmo- o
nella, E. coli, and Campylobacter,” cautions ' %

LN
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Dr. Stokka. “These bacteria are found in the
droppings of poultry and can be found on
the bodies of birds even when birds show no
signs of iliness.”

The bacteria spreads to bedding, cages,
water dishes, feeders, desks and counter-
tops, and to the hands of those handling the
birds. While people often associate these bacterial infections with eating raw or
undercooked poultry, infections can happen from being in close contact with con-
taminated equipment, handling poultry and eggs. Infections can cause symptoms
such as fever, diarrhea, vomiting and stomach pain.

Good biosecurity and hygiene procedures can greatly reduce the risk of con-
tamination and illness. Good practices for hatching small batches of poultry include:

- Locate incubators, brooding facilities and young bird pens away from where
humans consume food or water.

- Once the chicks have hatched, designate one area where birds will be kept
and handled. This location should have nonporous surfaces for easy cleaning and
adequate ventilation.

- Thoroughly clean poultry enclosures on a regular basis. Cleaning should
include both dry and wet cleaning. Dry cleaning is the removal of things like dried
manure, feathers, bedding and other caked-on material that disinfectants would
not sanitize. Wet cleaning should follow dry cleaning using water, detergents and

of infection. (NDSU photo)
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Baby chicks may carry disease-causing bacteria, but biosecurity and hygiene practices can prevent the spread

disinfectants.

- To keep both baby chicks and handlers safe, limit the holding and handling
of young birds.

- Wash hands prior to and immediately after handling birds or being in contact
with poultry equipment such as cages, feeders and waterers.

- Ensure young people keep their hands away from their faces and mouths
when in close proximity to poultry.

- Treat any scratches or bites from poultry promptly.

- Afterlessons or chores are completed, check flooring, shoes and surround-
ing surfaces for debris.

“Taking poultry from egg to chick is a very rewarding experience when done
properly,” says Lahman. “As you plan for this exciting experience, make sure you
have proper biosecurity procedures in place and everyone involved is educated in
proper hygiene practices. With adjustments for safe poultry hatching in place, baby
chicks in the spring can continue to be an annual family and classroom tradition.”
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THE EQUIPMENT YOU NEED T0O RUN YOUR FARM!

CASE IH MAGNUM 310 RB565 ROUND BALER CASE IH MAXXUM 150 CASE IH TV450B SKIDSTEER

TOUGH EQUIPMENT FOR TOUGH JOBS

New Tractors Used Combines Used Seeding, Tillage, Sprayers

Case IH Maxxum 150 2010 Case IH 7120, 1725 sep. hrs, full auto Brandt 5B4000 suspended boom sprayer,

Case IH Magnum 310 with guidance, consigned $89,000 90’ booms $19,900
AFS Connect 2008 Case IH 7120, 1947 sep. hrs, full auto Used Haying Equipment

New Skid Steer CQUidEIECSE% ;gﬂgigngd $89,000 5022 Case IH WD1505 Windrower, 14° head,
Case IH TV4508B SE‘EO cop hrsom Ine, $95 000 18 hrs., consigned $162,000

Case IH RB565 Premium 18" head $49,000
Case |h WD2105 Windrower

=2 TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT, INC.

2429 W HOLLY STREET * SIDNEY, MT 592709213
406-488-4400 | tri-cnty.com Al rights ressrvact Gass B i a registensd tracemark of ChH Amsics LU
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Danuser Pallet Forks - 48", 4000lb Patriot Pivot Track Filler

Danuser Hydraulic Post Hole Digger Haybuster 2660 Bale Processors
& Augers Schulte FX-1800 Mower

Garfield 10" drag scraper Parma 30’ Mulcher

Danuser Hammer post pounder




