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MonDak 
Ag Days & 
Trade Show 
March 7-8

Submitted by Marley Manoukian Voll,  
MSU Richland County Extension Agent

MonDak Ag Days & Trade Show is scheduled for 
March 7-8 at the Richland County Event Center Sidney.

The trade show will open Thursday at 8 a.m. and close 
at 5 p.m. and again on Friday from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. There 
will be vendors onsite with their information, products, 
and services. Breakfast will be served both days with the Sidney 
Area Chamber of Commerce hosting on Thursday and Richland 
County Farm Bureau hosting on Friday. Lunch will be available at 
the Event Center both days, as well. In leu of the traditional ban-
quet, the MonDak Ag Days Committee invites the vendors and 
the ag community to join us in a pitchfork fondue! The Pitchfork 
Fondue will be onsite at the Richland County Event Center. In 
addition to a great meal, the Pitchfork Fondue will have a cash 
bar hosted by the Ranger Lounge and Casino and live music.

The educational sessions will start Thursday at 10 a.m. and 
you can expect topics including an update from Greenwood 
Renewable Ventures, Grain Storage & Drying, a Seed Crushing 
Plant Update, the Basics of Estate Planning, Carbon Credits, 
Livestock Risk Protection, and an Agriculture and Government 
panel featuring elected officials.

The educational program on Friday will also begin at noon 
and topics include Feral Hogs, Warm Season Grass Ecology 
and Management (1 pesticide credit available), What’s Next? 
2024 Crop Market Outlook, and Mapping and Reporting Yields.

Please join Richland County Extension at the Richland 
County Event Center March 7-8 to take in MonDak Ag Days & 
Trade Show.

MonDak Ag Days Agriculture In 
Government Panelists

Thursday, March 8, 4 p.m.
Pictured right, back row: (L to R) Stacy Zinn, 2nd 
Congressional U.S. Representative; Joel Krautter, 2nd 
Congressional U.S. Representative; Ric Holden; 2nd 
Congressional U. S. Representative; Bob Phalen, State 
District Senate District 17, Dawson. Front row: (L to R:) 
Steve Hinebauch, State District Senate District 17, Dawson; 
Rhonda Knudsen, State Senate District 15, Roosevelt; 
Brandon Ler, State House District 33; Morgan Thiel, State 
House District 30
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Thiessen’s
Regency Acres
Select your bulls from a reliable program backed by 67 years of 
unswerving selection for economic and labor-saving traits that 
include udder soundness, structural soundness, calving ease, 
vigor at birth, pasture and feedlot performance and disposition.

Russ & Jill Thiessen
(406) 774-3702 • (406) 480-5988 cell

Tyler Thiessen • (406) 480-1284
raa@midrivers.com • www.regencyacres.com

P.O. Box 272 • Lambert, MT 59243

To propagate genetics 
that will return the most 
dollars per acre for our 
customers.

Our Mission:

Focused on the future  ... backed by 67 years of dedication.

39th Annual Production Sale

Friday, April 12, 2024
Sidney Livestock Market Center • Sidney, MT • 1 p.m. MDT

80 Yearling Angus Bulls
30 Purebred Replacement HeifersSe� ing

State Certified

Johne’s Fr�  Herd

RA Virtue 339 20837892
Sitz Virtue 11710 x DFA Hero 6017

Act. BW: 92 • Adj. WW: 736 • WW-R: 115
CED: +6 BW: +1.6 WW: +74 YW: +132 SC: +1.72

RA Virtue 355 20837873
Sitz Virtue 11710 x Sitz Asset 402C

Act. BW: 92 • Adj. WW: 666 • WW-R: 104
CED: +3 BW: +3.1 WW: +73 YW: +135 SC: I+1.17

RA 064 Success 366 20832356
RA Success 064 x GDAR Justice 5130

Act. BW: 87 • Adj. WW: 718 • WW-R: 112
CED: +2 BW: +0.2 WW: +67 YW: +112 SC: -0.32

RA All Pro 369 20832357
GDAR All Pro 9118 x B Bar Superior 382

Act. BW: 79 • Adj. WW: 682 • WW-R: 107
CED: +15 BW: -4.1 WW: +46 YW: +85 SC: -0.62

RA Willy 388 20834333
Will Resilient J055 x RA X53 Traveler 719

Act. BW: 86 • Adj. WW: 720 • WW-R: 113
CED: +5 BW: -0.7 WW: +66 YW: +130 SC:+ 0.33

RA 040 Success 3102 20832325
RA Success 040 x 334Y Game Day 5185 J V
Act. BW: 73 • Adj. WW: 739 • WW-R: 115

CED: +11 BW: +1.2 WW: +77 YW: +137 SC: +1.95

RA Virtue 3111 20835658
Sitz Virtue 11710 x Sitz Asset 402C

Act. BW: 93 • Adj. WW: 808 • WW-R: 126
CED: I+3 BW: I+3.1 WW: I+85 YW: I+133 SC: I+1.22

RA Glory Days 3140 20835627
SITZ Commerce 670F x Sitz Uncommon

Act. BW: 90 • Adj. WW: 736 • WW-R: 115
CED: +0 BW: +3.3 WW: +71 YW: +119 SC: +0.73

RA Reward 3145 20832334
Sitz Reward 12220 x Mohnen Success 187
Act. BW: 92 • Adj. WW: 716 • WW-R: 112

CED: I+8 BW: I+0.8 WW: I+73 YW: I+124 SC: I+1.66
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New Events Added to  
MonDak Ag Days March 7-8

Pitchfork Fondue, Live Music and “Government in Agriculture” 
Panel Added This Year

By Kali Godfrey  
Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture Director

The Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce & Agriculture brings the MonDak Ag 
Days & Trade Show to the Richland County Event Center March 7-8. 

MonDak Ag Days offers nearly 50 agribusinesses in their tradeshow as well 
as education sessions throughout each day. 

The Sidney FFA Club hosts a free-will lunch both days of the tradeshow. 
Breakfast will be provided by the Sidney Chamber on Thursday and by Farm 
Bureau on Friday.

Marley Voll, our Richland County MSU Extension Agriculture agent coordi-
nated 2 full days of education sessions including local topics such as bioenergy 
from sugar beets, a seed crushing plant update from Buckshot Seeds, courses to 

provide a pesticide point and more.
There will be a “Government in Agriculture” panel with an update from our local 

legislators and discussions with 2024 candidates on agriculture-related topics.
Rather than a formal banquet, the tradeshow will open to a pre-social and 

pitchfork fondue. The Pitchfork fondue is a ticketed event at $25/ticket. The Pitch-
fork fondue features live music from local artist, Judd Burman and a cash bar from 
the Ranger Lounge Casino & Eatery. Tickets are available online, at the Sidney 
Chamber, and at the door of the event.

The Sidney Chamber is grateful to our sponsors for their continued support in 
bringing this event to town: Tri-County Implement, EGT, C&B Operations, Stock-
man Bank, Butler Equipment, Farmers Choice, Mon-Kota and Sidney Livestock 
Market Center.
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30th Production Sale

APRIL 18-20, 2024
Internet Auction
Pelton Livestock
BillPelton.com

SELLING:

35
120

Yearling 
Angus Bulls

Commercial 
Fancy

Replacement 
Heifers

REALISTICWebster Dictionary Definition:  tending to face facts, practical rather than visionaryReal World:  Functional Not PamperedEconomical:  Priced and BredAngus:  Thick, Deep Ribbed, Easy Fleshing, Calving EaseLongevity:  Providing Trouble Free GeneticsIntegrity:  Honest, Practical Data and ResultsSatisfied Customers:  Over 80% Repeat BuyersTwo Colors:  Black & Red AngusInheritability:  Function = Efficiency = PROFITConvenience:  Free Delivery, or $50 off if picked up Sale Day

All Bulls are Fertility Tested
Performance Tested

Doug & Ceylon Feiring
6698 94th Ave. NW.  Powers Lake, ND 558773
(701)755-3449 l Cell (701) 629-1912
Fax:  (701) 628-1258 l dfeiring6@gmail.com
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AG DAYS
A Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture Event

Thursday - Friday
March 7-8, 2024

$25 Pitchfork Fondue
6pm Thursday at the Richland County Event Center

7am .......................................................Tradeshow Opens 
Breakfast 

Provided by Sidney Chamber

10am ...................................... Bioenergy from Sugarbeets 
Casey Korejwo

10:45am .....................Drying and Storage Guidelines for 
MonDak Crops and Climate 

Kenneth Hellevang

12:15pm ...............................Seed Crushing Plant Update 
Mark Erickson

115 2nd Ave SE
Sidney, MT

406-482-3304
1-800-962-7068

Farm & Ranch, Oil Field & Construction 
Materials, Fencing Supplies, New 
Steel, Pipe, Aluminum & Stainless

Customer Service is Our #1 Priority

Sidney: 35002 CR 123 • 406-433-7737
Glendive: 2703 W. Towne St. • 406-377-4398
Plentywood: Hwy 16 East • 406-765-2624

Williston: 13896 W. Front St. • 701-572-5493
Miles City: 12 Peggy Lane • 406-874-7428

Buying all ferrous & non-ferrous metal

Welcome To Ag Days!

– City of Sidney

Wholesale Distributors
608 E. Main • Sidney

406-433-2910

Spring Cleaning Supplies!
Our Undiluted Products Save You $$$

103 Years of Service
312 N. Central Ave • Sidney, MT | 406-433-1007

Feed Truck Mixer Box Repair & Replacement • Trailers & Farm Equipment
CNC Plasma Cutter • Grade 8 Steel Bolts • B&W Hitches • General Welding Repair

Shops At Fox Run | 404 N Central • Sidney, MT
Open Daily 6am - 10pm | 406-433-2305

www.reynoldsmarket.com
www.roundupweb.com • Find Us On Facebook

111 W Main • Sidney, MT | 406-433-3306

In Print Or Online

1pm ............................................ Basics of Estate Planning 
Lauren Sukut & Andria Mueller

2pm ........Getting Paid For Better Grazing: Building Soil 
Health Through Improved Grazing Practices 

Chris Mehus & Tara Povalish

3pm ...........................................Livestock Risk Protection 
Wendy Becker

4pm ........................................ Agriculture & Government 
Candidate Discussion

6pm ........................................................Pitchfork Fondue

Thursday, March 7th Schedule:
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AG DAYS
A Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture Event

Thursday - Friday
March 7-8, 2024

Complimentary Drinks For Our Players! | 401 Ellery Avenue • Fairview, MT • 406-742-8110

Bar & Casino
10am - 2am Daily

Steakhouse
Sun-Thurs: 10am - 9pm
Fri & Sat: 10am - 10pm
Deliveries Wed: 5-8pm

Happy Hour
Mon-Fri: 5-7pm

504 South Ellery Fairview, MT | Lounge: 742-4653 • Office: 742-4654 • 10am - 2am 419 S. Ellery • Fairview, MT | 406-742-5164

Mon-Kota, Inc.
Fertilizer & Irrigation
Sales & Service
Fairview, MT • 701-844-5300

neuconst@midrivers.com

Fairview, MT | 406-742-5549

NEUW.L.

CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Oil Field Roads & Locations

Reclaim Work • Gravel & Scoria Hauling

Family Dining
Open Tue-Fri: 

4:30pm
Sat & Sun: 2pm

Fairview
406-742-5180

205 2ND AVE NE • SIDNEY, MT
M-TH: 9AM - 5PM • F: 9AM - 4PM | 406-433-4370

7am ...................................................................... Breakfast 
Provided by Farm Bureau

10am ............................................The Wild Pig Situation: 
Why Montana Should Care 

MSU Extension, Montana Department of Livestock, 
and USDA-APHIS Wildlife Services

11:30am ............................... Warm Season Grass Ecology 
and Management 

Tim Seipel (One Pesticide Point)

12:30pm ........... What Next? 2024 Crop Market Outlook  
Frayne Olson

3pm .......................................................Tradeshow Closes

Friday, March 8th Schedule:

Lunch Will Be Available On Both Days



FANTASTIC 
SUPPLIES

OF CORN & SOYBEAN SEED

34752 Cnty Rd 119 • Sidney, MT
(4 and 1/2 miles south of the roundabout)

Ask about Ask about 
our Omega 3 our Omega 3 

Canola Program Canola Program 
from NuSeed!from NuSeed!

Mark: 701-440-1621Mark: 701-440-1621
Buckshot: 701-570-1114Buckshot: 701-570-1114
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Thurs & Fri, March 7th & 8thThurs & Fri, March 7th & 8th
Richland County Event CenterRichland County Event Center

Lunch Available Both Days Courtesy of FFALunch Available Both Days Courtesy of FFA

C & B OPERATIONS - GLENDIVE, MT
YOUR LOCAL JOHN DEERE DEALER OF CHOICE.

2010 John Deere 9770STS
#250224
3016 hours..........$103,128

2018 John Deere 5085E
#218868
2 hours.............$49,000

2018 John Deere 8245R
#221484
114 hours.......$239,000

2006 John Deere 8330
#244137
7593 hours......$87,461

2000 Brent CPC2000
#245043
Ripper...........$15,805

2007 John Deere 568
#250786
Round Baler.......$16,856

2017 John Deere S670
#222681
375 hours.......$272,500

2015 John Deere 8370R
#232387
1481 hours......$245,000

2008 John Deere 637
#242270
Disks.............$31,320

2007 Vermeer BP8000
#251002
Bale Grinders & Feeder...$272,500

2011 John Deere 2700
#251856
Ripper...............$22,680

2017 John Deere S670
#222681
375 hours.......$272,500

Contact Gary Baker 
C & B Sales Representative

(406) 480-5966

(406) 377-2533  |  1711 WEST TOWNE, GLENDIVE, MT  |  DEEREQUIPMENT.COM

$25 Fondue Tickets Available Online 
or at the Sidney Area Chamber of Commerce 

(909 S. Central Ave. Sidney, MT)
Businesses can request to be invoiced for tickets as well

Thank You To All Our Sponsors:Thank You To All Our Sponsors:

Thursday
8:00 AM .............................................................................................. Trade Show
10:00 AM - 10:45 PM ...............................................Bioenergy from Sugarbeets 

Casey Korejwo
10:45 AM - 12:15 PM ....................................Drying and Storage Guidelines for 

MonDak Crops & Climate 
Kenneth Hellevang

12:15 PM - 1:00 PM ................................................Seed Crushing Plant Update 
Mark Erickson

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM ...................................................... Basics of Estate Planning 
Lauren Sukut & Andria Mueller

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM ........................................................................Carbon Credits 
Chris Mehus

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM ......................................................Livestock Risk Protection 
Wendy Becker

4:00 PM - 4:30 PM ..................................................... Agriculture & Government
6:00 PM ..................................................................................... Pitchfork Fondue

Friday
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM ......... The Wild Pig Situation: Why Montana Should Care 

Jared Beaver
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM ............................................ Warm Season Grass Ecology 

and Management - 1 Pesticide Point 
Tim Seipel

12:30 PM - 1:30 PM ...............................What Next? 2024 Crop Market Outlook 
Frayne Olson

3:00 PM .............................................................................................. Trade Show
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By Katelyn Sponheim
The wild pig population has sent a worry-

ing ecological ripple through several parts of 
the United States and Canada. While Mon-
tana does not currently have feral swine, hav-
ing management in place prepared to deal 
with their threat will likely prevent massive 
damage to our land, livestock operations, 
waterways and native wildlife. Landowners, 
livestock producers, public access hunters, 
and the general public all have a stake in 
the havoc that comes with an incursion of 
wild pigs.

Jared Beaver, MSU Assistant Professor 
and Extension Wildlife Specialist, and others 
from the Montana Department of Livestock, 
USDA-APHIS Wildlife services, and Montana 
Invasive Species Council, will speak Friday March 8, at 10 a.m., at MonDak Ag 
Days on the subject: “The Wild Pig Population: Why Montanans Should Care”. 
Just one of seven stops on the Northeast Montana Feral Swine Tour, Jared and 
his colleagues hope to spread awareness and education on how to best manage 
the threat. Part of the discussion will explain why recreational hunting is not the 
solution.

The co-founder and co-host of the Working Wild University podcast, which 
“immerses the listener in the action with the people and wildlife of the American 
West while exploring the challenges and success of sharing and managing working 
landscapes that support both people and wildlife”, Jared works to bring together 
private landowners and wildlife biologists by finding common ground. His program 
focuses on habitat management of large mammals, population ecology, improving 
wildlife monitoring methods, habitat management, and wildlife-livestock conflict 
mitigation.

Jared wanted to thank the county extension agents who have worked tire-
lessly with him to put the Northeast Montana Feral Swine Tour in motion. Marley 
Voll, Richland County; Colleen Pegar, Hill County; Juli Snedigar, Blaine County; 
Christina Murphy, Phillips County; Shelley Mills, Valley County; Inga Hawbaker, 
Daniels County; and Jack Bazemore, Sheridan County; who has since accepted 
the county extension agent position for Beaverhead County.

The Wild Pig Situation

Jared Beaver

Livestock Risk Protection Subject  
Of Ag Days Presentation

Ranchers take risks every day, with their livelihood subject to weather, disease, 
and markets. On Thursday, March 7, Wendy Becker will speak about the new, 
more rancher friendly, Livestock Risk Protection insurance policy that is designed 
to insure against declining market prices.

The federally subsidized program which is available through crop insurance 
agents, has evolved to be more rancher friendly. Becker said it has changed quite 
a bit from when it was first presented. “There are new guidelines worth taking a 
second look at to see if it works for livestock operators,” she stated.

There are different coverage levels and different classes of species to protect 
against a decline in livestock prices. Learn more about the program, eligibility, 

coverage, and restrictions that are making this program an opportunity to protect 
against risk factors for ranchers.

Becker is the MSU Extension agent located in Roosevelt County. She re-
ceived her degrees from Northwest College, Montana State University and North 
Dakota State University in animal and range science. She has worked as an 
extension agent for the last 19 years in both the county and reservation settings. 
Her extension program focuses on agriculture, natural resources, 4-H and youth 
development, and community development. She also farms and ranches with her 
husband and three sons.



Harvey F Senn
LUTCF®, FIC, CLTC®

Financial Associate
406-433-6143

Jessica Cayko
RICP®, CLTC®

Financial Associate
406-433-2689

Thrivent and its financial professionals do not provide legal, accounting or tax advice. Consult your attorney or tax professional. 
Thrivent is the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Insurance products issued by Thrivent. Not available in all states. Securities and investment advisory services offered through 
Thrivent Investment Management Inc., a registered investment adviser, member FINRA and SIPC, and a subsidiary of Thrivent. Licensed agent/producer of Thrivent. Registered representative of 
Thrivent Investment Management, Inc. Advisory services available through investment adviser representatives only. Thrivent.com/disclosures. 27716A  R9-22

Sidney MT Office 
1050 S Central Ave, Sidney, MT 59270

Want to pass down as much as possible to the people and causes you care about? With 
careful planning, you can.

A wisely crafted strategy can help you transfer your assets in a tax-efficient manner, allowing 
your beneficiaries to receive more of what you pass down.

Let’s connect to make the most of your legacy and potentially minimize tax implications.

Leave all you can to those you love
 

Experience full access to the Valley 
technology you depend on daily. With 
Valley 365®, you will find easy-to-navigate 
features to stay connected to your  
fields – anytime, anywhere. Contact the 
sales team at Agri Industries to put you 
in control.

Your pivot, your phone, 
you're in control.

We offer:
 •  Valley pivot sales and  

installation services
•  Valley Genuine Parts
 •  Floating irrigation pump 

installation and repair
•  Pipeline installation

DA1585

valleyirrigation.com | agriindustries.com

Sidney, MT • 1775 S Central Ave • 406-488-8066
Billings, MT • 2639 Belknap Ave • 406-248-4418
Miles City, MT • 2106 S Haynes Ave • 406-234-2309
Williston, ND • 3105 2nd St. W • 701-572-0767
Powell, WY • 863 Road 8 • 307-754-7204" Helping our farmers 

and ranchers for 
over 40 years."
Licensed in MT, ND, WY

Agri Industries Offers 
These Services:

• Valley® Pivot Sales • Installation Services & Parts
• Floating Irrigation Pumps • Installation & Repair
• Electrical • Pipelines • Heating & Cooling
• Water Well Drilling & Well Maintainence • Full Parts Counter
• Plumbing • Trenching • Boring • Directional Drilling

“We Can Do It All! 
No Subs Needed.”

www.agriindustries.com
Licensed in MT, ND & WY

Sidney, MT ............................. 1775 S Central Ave ... 406-488-8066
Billings, MT .............................. 2639 Belknap Ave ... 406-248-4418
Miles City, MT ........................2106 S Haynes Ave ... 406-234-2309
Williston, ND .................................3105 2nd St W ... 701-572-0767
Powell, WY .........................................863 Road 8 ... 307-754-7204
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l 65 Yearlings (top 30%)    l 60 Fancy Replacement Heifers
Over 90% repeat buyers over the past 10 years!

OFFERING

LBS ANGUS
WHERE BULLS ARE BRED FOR GROWTH, MATERNAL TRAITS, FERTILITY AND CALVING EASE

WHERE BULLS ARE FED FOR LONGEVITY, SOUNDNESS, AND PERFORMANCE IN THE PASTURE

90-Day Breeding Season Guarantee l Feeding Arrangements Until May 15th

MUSGRAVE JUMBO STYLES JUMBO B083

TK CIRCUIT BREAKER G883 LBS STUNNER F48

 BW  WW  YW  Milk
-1.0  +75          +133           +24

 BW  WW  YW  Milk
+2.6  +91          +154           +21

 BW  WW  YW  Milk
+1.6  +73          +130           +24

 BW  WW  YW  Milk
+1.0  +73          +125           +29

Reference Sires
TK Stunner H173 TK Worldwide G553

TK Unlimited H115 STYLES Jumbo B112
SD Acclaim 0129 TK Circuit Breaker G611

VIEW OUR CATALOG 
ONLINE!

hauglandauctions.com

24th ANNUAL PRODUCTION SALE

MARCH 11TH, 2024  l  2PM(CST)
SITTING BULL AUCTION l WILLISTON, ND

Take an additional $50 off of your bull purchase if you take your bull(s) home sale day.

Contact us today for a sale catalog!

LBS ANGUS
BUTCH, LILA - STACY & DYLAN
RYAN, LINDSEY, KYLIE & WYATT
ROBERT, KAREN & HOPE SORENSON
14040 93RD ST. NW - FORTUNA, ND

(701) 834-2320 - (701) 570-0571 - (701) 570-6441
AUCTIONEERS: HAUGLANDS ACTION AUCTION 701-641-8792

SITTING BULL REP: KIRBY KREBSBACH 701-570-1420
RINGMEN: LOREN SORENSON 701-641-1140, BRANDON WEIDERT 701-240-1230, SCOTT BACHMEIER 701-425-6651

 

LBS
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(Pictured L-R) Paige Bell being held by her father, soybean 
grower Devin Bell, who is also holding his eldest son, Rhett. 
Proud wife, Kaitlin, holds their youngest, Tyler. (Photo submitted)

By Dianne Swanson
Sidney farmer Devin Bell earned a spot with the top soybean 

growers in the country in the Go for the Gold Soybean Yield Contest 
sponsored by Golden Harvest Soybeans. His test plot of 20 acres 
of Golden Harvest soybean GH 0502XF yielded 69.51 bushels per 
acre, about two bushels more than his other varieties. “It was the 
highest yields I’ve ever had,” Bell said. He farms about 250 acres of 
soybeans on irrigated land.

Farmers Choice, which is new to the area and sells Golden 
Harvest seed, approached Bell about trying their soybean seed. He 
is pleased that he did, as the results were better than expected. The 
win also brings a trip to Americas largest farmer-led, farmer-focused 
agricultural show in the country, the 2024 Commodity Classic, in 
Houston the end of February. Bell is looking forward to visiting with 
the vendors and attending seminars to extend his educational knowl-
edge in commodity crops.

Bell says he was born into a farming family, went to college in 
Iowa for an Ag degree, then returned to join his parents Raymond and 
Trish Bell in the farming business. He has been farming in partnership 
with his father for 10 years and hopes to allow his kids an opportunity 
to farm as well. Alongside soybeans Bell grows alfalfa, corn, and 
wheat and has a small cow calf operation. Devin is married to Kaitlin 
Bell and they have three children: Rhett (5), Paige (3), and Tyler (1).

Golden Harvest says it is celebrating 50 years as a seeds partner 
with farmers to deliver custom solutions for each unique agronomic 
challenge. It is proud to recognize farmers who achieved top honors 
in the 2023 “Go for the Gold” yield contest with soybeans.

Bell Earns Top 
Honors With 
Golden Harvest
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By Dianne Swanson
Casey Korejwo, Greenwood Renewable Ventures COO and president, will 

speak at MonDak Ag Days at 10 a.m., Thursday, March 7, on the future of sugar 
beets as a biofuel and give an update on the progress being made to develop a 
renewable energy plant just north of Fairview.

For almost a year, GRV has been working with Two Rivers Energy Growers 
Association to contract sugar beet acres to devote to the plant. The new growers 
association was formed after the dissolution of MonDak Beet Growers Associa-
tion, specifically to negotiate with GRV. Progress was made very quickly with a 
sufficient number of growers already signed up to make the plant viable. However, 
both GRV and Two Rivers Energy Growers Association actively continue to seek 
more grower participation.

GRV has an agreement in place for 120 acres just north of Fairview and is 
currently working with an engineering firm to get an overall picture of what would 
be Phase I showing inputs and outputs. They also continue to work to secure 

financial backing from private investors as well as state and federal incentives.
Korejwo is an oil and gas industry expert who has over 15 years of experience 

with a focus on energy transition in recent years. He is currently Greenwood Re-
newable Ventures COO and president, also president and COO of Pulse Energy 
Partners, and Cowboy Clean Fuels senior vice-president of operations. Korejwo 
is a co-founder of GRV and Pulse Energy Partners. GRV is the second company 
founded by the team that is focused on renewable energy and follows their founding 
of Pulse Energy Partners to focus on investment opportunities in energy transition. 
The team’s experience in renewable energy also includes prior roles leading the 
development and operations of Cowboy Clean Fuels. Previously, Korejwo was 
Jagged Peak Energy staff reservoir engineer. Prior to joining Jagged Peak Ener-
gy, he served as asset manager at Ultra Petroleum Association, holding several 
reservoir and leadership roles while there. He started his career with Encana Oil 
and Gas, holding various operations and reservoir engineering positions. He holds 
a Bachelor of Science degree in petroleum engineering from Colorado School of 
Mines and is a registered professional engineer.

It’s a very exciting time for GRV, beet growers, and the community. Be sure to 
take in this informational presentation at 10 a.m., Thursday, March 7 at Ag Days.

Casey Korejwo, who is the COO of Greenwood Renewable Ventures and 
president, will speak at Ag Days on the future of sugar beets as a biofuel and 
give an update on the progress being made to develop a renewable energy 
plant just north of Fairview. (Submitted Photo)

Korejwo To Give Update On 
Bioenergy From Sugar Beets

Basics of Estate 
Planning To Be 
Featured At MonDak 
Ag Days March 7 & 8

Lauren Sukut, Edward Jones financial 
advisor, Sidney, MT, and  Andria Mueller, 
Minot, ND, will present the Basics of Es-
tate Planning from 1-2 p.m., Thursday, 
March 7 during MonDak Ag Days to be 
held March 7 and 8 at the Richland County 
Event Center, Sidney.

Sukut’s office looks to help their cli-
ents do life together. Emotionally charged 
situations can be difficult to process but 
having the right team on your side to walk 
with you can make all the difference.

She has worked with estate attorney 
Andria Mueller, Minot, ND, who special-
izes in creating estate plans and trusts. 
She is licensed in North Dakota, Montana 
and Nebraska. Learn the basics of what to 
expect when you start the estate planning 
process. Mueller will break down the terms 
and help you understand more of what 
goes into planning an estate. Andria Mueller



For over four decades, our family has focused
on building a foundation with a functional cowherd.

Sitz Resilient 10208
Sitz Reward 12220
Sterling Bond 007

Basin Rainmaker 4404
Cook Bomber 926G

KG Logic 9663
Deep Creek Cohort 028

Sires:

Dale & Jill Vitt :: (406) 798-3398 :: (406) 480-5676 cell
Jim & Loretta Vitt :: (406) 798-3653 :: (406) 630-2959 cell

www.barjvangus.com :: 14013 Cty Rd 340 ::  Fairview, MT 59221 

Contact us for  a sale boo k
or  to view th e bull s.

Sell ing:
100 :: Angus Bulls
150 :: Commercial Heifers

Tuesday, March 26, 2024
1 p.m. MDT :: Bar JV Sale Barn :: North of Sidney, MT

Annual Production Sale

Add eff icient
functionality
to your herd!

SITZ RESILIENT 10208 *19057457
 CED BW WW YW SC M MARB REA $B
 +7 +0.6 +76 +132 +1.13 +22 +0.98 +0.55 +143

SITZ REWARD 12220 *19660492
 CED BW WW YW SC M MARB REA $B
 +8 +0.6 +84 +155 +1.79 +19 +0.22 +0.62 +139

STERLING BOND 007  +*19823211
 CED BW WW YW SC M MARB REA $B
 +1 +2.5 +79 +146 +0.87 +20 +0.95 +1.25 +205

COOK BOMBER 926G *19549744
 CED BW WW YW SC M MARB REA $B
 +17 -2.1 +57 +106 +0.53 +35 +0.80 +0.56 +154
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Hellevang To Speak 
On Drying & Storage 
Guidelines

Kenneth Hellevang will be speaking at 
the annual MonDak Ag Days in Sidney, at 
the Richland County Event Center, March 
7-8. He will speak at 10:45 p.m. Thursday, 
March 7. 

Ken’s topic is “Drying and Storage 
Guidelines for MonDak Crops and Cli-
mate”. Ken holds a Ph.D in engineering, 
is a registered professional engineer, a 
tenured NDSU professor and an Exten-
sion Engineer of Agricultural & Biosystems 
Engineering. As such, he has provided 
education and technical assistance in 
grain drying and storage to farmers, agri-
business, and professionals across the 
U.S. and internationally since 1980.

He will be discussing what practices 
and current technology he recommends 
for the MonDak region crops and climate. 
An understanding of the fundamentals of 
drying and storage is essential to helping 
producers pivot their program according 
to weather patterns.

Having researched grain, bean, and oilseed drying and storage systems ex-
tensively, Hellevang has been recognized by the American Society of Agricultural 
and Biological Engineers for his work. He holds the grade of Fellow, the highest 
honor bestowed on a member, and in 2018 was recognized as Professional En-
gineer of the Year. His use of engineering to improve the handling and storage of 
grain and food products merited him the Society’s Sukup Global Food Security 
Award in 2019.

Kenneth Hellevang

Improving Grazing Practices & How Ranchers 
Can Make Carbon Credits Work Panel To 

Speak At MonDak Ag Days March 7

Chris Mehus

Chris Mehus, Chelsea Phipps, Tara Povalish will take the stage on Thursday, 
March 7 at MonDak Ag Days to speak on improving grazing practices and how 
ranchers can make carbon credits work for their operation.

Ag Days is held at the Richland County Event Center, and all educational 
speakers are free to attend.

Tara Povalish’s portion will zero in on the carbon market and how the credits 
function.

Chris Mehus is the Western Sustain-
ability exchange executive director. WSE 
works with ranchers, businesses, and 
organizations to balance the health of soil, 
water, climate, and wildlife habitat while 
increasing ranch profitability through 
regenerative agricultural practices, ac-
cording to their website, westernsustain-
abilityexchange.org. Chelsea, along with 
her husband, run a family ranch near Jor-
dan, MT, and have been pursuing more 
soil-friendly practices for over a decade.

Mehus was born, raised, and edu-
cated in Montana. He uses his degrees 
in Wildlife Biology and Range Science to 
“assist and advocate for ranchers who 
have a strong conservation ethic”. He has 
spent 10 years ranching in southern Montana, as well as working in rural business, 
economic, and financial planning. This working knowledge gives him a perspec-
tive on what drives ranchers to seek out non-conventional methods. Mehus will 
cover basic principles and strategies for improving your grazing system at 2 p.m. 
The subsequent benefits to plant communities and soil health open the door to 
carbon credit trading for ranchers. The Northern Great Plains Improved Grazing 
Carbon Program pays ranchers to “implement practices that increase the potential 
for the soil to sequester additional soil organic carbon”. These practices range 
from increasing pasture splits, reducing grazing days, and letting land rest. The 
carbon levels are measured and reported in order to correctly transact the credits 
to land managers. The financial support from the credits encourages ranchers to 
use these practices, and long-term, improve the land they use for their operation.

Carbon’s availability in soil determines water holding capacity, water filtration 
rates, available forage, and better soil structure; especially important in drought 
conditions. Native, a public benefit corporation, offers the contracts and performs 
the testing necessary to be part of the carbon credit exchange. Ranchers or land 
managers commit to, making a statement of public intent, 40 years of managing 
their land for optimum soil health in return for 40 years of carbon credits and pay-
ments. Knowing additional infrastructure is necessary for these changes, upfront 
capital is available to cover these costs and “bridge the key gap in the development 
of a carbon project”.



Ledger Area 
Additional induction hardening 
provides longer wear-sharp surface 
for increased cutting efficiency.

CASE IH SECTIONS:
Back Hardened 
Back edge is hardened to 49 – 54 
Rockwell hardness to increase 
wear life and eliminate the need 
for frequent adjustments.

Zinc Coating 
Has the same strength and 
appearance as chrome, but  
offers superior rust protection  
and, most importantly, uses a  
hex-free process that doesn’t  
involve pollutants.

Serrations 
Top-serrated design of crop 
preparation sections directs flow 
of material across serrations, 
sharpening the teeth as you cut. 
On grain head sections, a special 
design root serration prevents 
excessive wear across the top.

CASE IH EXCLUSIVE!
Trash Bar
Undergoes an additional  
induction-hardened process  
to help withstand wear  
from friction of crop, sand  
and debris.

CASE IH GUARDS:
Back Bar
Specially heat-treated to  
53 – 63 Rockwell hardness to 
reduce premature wear between 
the guard and the section.

Material
Modified, high-carbon steel 
is hardened through before 
induction hardening, which offers 
superior strength compared to 
surface treatments.

Material
Made from shot-blasted 1080 
high-carbon steel to deliver  
superior strength and wear life.

(Side view)

WHAT WORKS TOGETHER, 
WEARS TOGETHER.

TWO SUPERIOR PARTS. ONE UNBEATABLE SYSTEM.
There’s a reason why Case IH cutting parts continue to set the industry standard. Our guards and 
sections are designed to be superior on their own, but when used together, you’ve got a cutting system 
that performs better and lasts longer than anything else. Fewer repairs and replacements. More time  
and savings. That’s the Case IH cutting system advantage.

Ask us about genuine Case IH cutting parts.

Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. CNH Industrial Genuine Parts is a trademark in the 
United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.   www.caseih.com

MRC

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT, INC.
2429 W HOLLY STREET
SIDNEY, MT 59270
406-488-4400
www.tri-cnty.com
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Initial 
Private 
Applicator 
Training 
March 5-6

MSU Extension will be offering an Initial Private Applicator 
Training on Tuesday, March 5, in Culbertson and Wednesday, 
March 6 in Glendive. Registration begins at 7:45 a.m. with the 
program starting at 8 a.m. and adjourning at 5:15 p.m. The 
program will be held at the Dry Prairie Rural Water Building, 
5808 MT-16, Culbertson and the Yellowstone River Inn, 1903 
N. Merrill Ave., Glendive.

Initial Private Applicator Trainings are for individuals who 
want to obtain a Montana Private Applicator License, which is 
required for anyone who is applying restricted-use pesticides 
to land that they own or lease. In addition, those who currently 
hold a Private Applicators license can attend to receive up to 
6 recertification credits. If applicators have questions regard-
ing their points or their license, please contact the Richland 
County MSU Extension Office at 406-433-1206; the Roosevelt 
County Extension Office at 406-787-5312 or Gabby Sexton at 
406-377-4277 or Gabrielle.sexton@montana.edu.

The training will cover topics including the private appli-
cator license, tribal license, reading and understanding prod-
uct labels, record keeping requirements, pesticide law and 
regulations, integrated pest management, spray equipment 
calibration, pesticide safety and pesticides’ fate in the envi-
ronment. Speakers will include MSU Extension Agents from 
Valley, Daniels, Richland, McCone, Phillips, and Roosevelt 
counties. Additionally, Cecil Tharp, MSU Extension Pesticide 
Education Specialist and Diana DeYoung, Montana Depart-
ment of Agriculture, will be presenting.

Lunch will be provided, please register by March 1 to 
provide an accurate meal count. For more information or to 
register, please contact the Roosevelt County Extension Office 
at 406-787-5312. Cost is $20 for those attending for a license 
and $10 for others.
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The 2023 North Dakota lamb crop decreased 
8% to 44,000 head, year over year. (NDSU 
photo)

Decline In Sheep & Lamb Inventory Indicates Opportunity For Ranchers
The U.S. sheep and lamb inventory is down 2%.

By NDSU Agriculture Communication
The all sheep and lamb inventory in the U.S. on Jan. 1 totaled 5.03 million head, 

down 2% from 2023, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service. The report indicated a year-over-year decrease of 
2% in North Dakota, 3% in Minnesota and 9% in South Dakota.

“U.S. lamb consumption was 1.1 lbs. per person per year for 2023, and has 
room for growth domestically and abroad,” says Travis Hoffman, NDSU Extension 
and UMN Extension sheep specialist. “We have the opportunity to rebuild our U.S. 
numbers to compete against imported lamb and match demand, as feeder and 
slaughter lamb prices are forecasted to increase 3-7% in 2024 and 2025.”

The U.S breeding ewe 
and ram inventory declined 
2% with 60,000 fewer head, 
to 3.67 million head. This de-
crease is expected to lead to 
a 1-4% decline in U.S. lamb 
production in 2024 and 2025, 
according to the Livestock 
Marketing Information Center.

South Dakota is seventh 
in the nation in breeding sheep 
with 158,000 head. Minnesota 
is ranked 13th with 79,000 
head, and North Dakota is 
27th with 45,000 head.

The 2023 lamb crop of 
3.03 million head was down 
2% from 2022, and the Jan-
uary 2024 market lamb and 
sheep inventory, reported at 
1.36 million head, was down 
2% from 2023.

The 2023 North Dakota 
lamb crop decreased 8% to 
44,000 head, year over year, 
but gained 7% in production 
efficiency, reaching 119 lambs per 100 ewes. Though there are fewer ewes, 
North Dakota producers are improving their management and return per ewe, 
says Hoffman.

The Minnesota lamb crop dropped 6% to 85,000 head of lambs. However, 
Minnesota is second only to Virginia for sheep production efficiency in the nation 
with 133 lambs produced per 100 ewes.

South Dakota leads the Northern Plains region, producing 175,000 head with 
an intermediate lambing efficiency of 122 lambs per 100 ewes in 2023.

Shorn wool production in the U.S. was 22.7 million pounds in 2023, with an 
average weight of 7 lbs. and a $1.56/lb. average price paid. The total value for 
wool produced was $35.3 million.

According to Hoffman, Minnesota sheep producers tend to emphasize per-
formance with a variety of medium wool breeds in small-to-medium farm flocks, 
while larger operations with fine wool breeds are more common in western North 
and South Dakota.

Wool prices for medium wools have remained sluggish over the past several 
years, averaging $0.30/lb. in Minnesota, while fine-fibered wools had higher returns, 
averaging $0.95/lb. in North Dakota and $1.25/lb. in South Dakota.

Overall, current feeder and slaughter lamb prices have remained high to begin 
the year with prices of more than $250 per hundredweight for 60-90-lb. lambs 
expected for the spring.

“The enthusiasm of young producers is evident, and with lower U.S. sheep 
supply, opportunity exists for near or greater than $200/hundredweight slaughter 
lambs this summer, resulting in a profitable 2024 lamb crop enterprise,” Hoffman 
says.

The full USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service report is available online.

USDA Seeks Applications To Help 
Farmers & Ranchers Venture Into 
New & Better Markets

Submitted by Marlee Johnston, USDA Rural Development
Bozeman – The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has announced that 

USDA is accepting applications for grants to help agricultural producers maximize 
the value of their products and venture into new and better markets.

USDA is making the grants available under the Value-Added Producer Grants 
[lnks.gd] program. The grants help farmers and ranchers generate new products, 
create marketing opportunities, and increase their incomes through value-added 
activities.

Eligible applicants include independent producers, agricultural producer 
groups, farmer or rancher cooperatives, and majority-controlled producer-based 
business ventures.

USDA may award up to $75,000 for planning activities or up to $250,000 
for working capital expenses related to producing and marketing a value-added 
agricultural product.

Planning activities may include conducting feasibility studies and developing 
business plans. Working capital expenses may include costs associated with 
processing, marketing, advertising, inventory, and salaries.

USDA is particularly interested in applications that will advance Biden-Harris 
Administration priorities to:

• Reduce climate pollution and increase resilience to the impacts of climate 
change through economic support to rural communities.

• Ensure all rural residents have equitable access to Rural Development (RD) 
programs and benefits from RD-funded projects; and

• Help rural communities recover economically through more and better market 
opportunities and through improved infrastructure.

Applications for 2024 grants are now being accepted.
Paper applications must be postmarked and delivered by mail, email or in 

person to one of Montana’s six offices [lnks.gd] by 4:30 p.m., MST, April 16, 2024. 
Electronic applications are due by 9:59 p.m. MST, April 11, 2024.

Additional information is available on page 2919 of the Jan. 17 Federal Reg-
ister. [lnks.gd]

For more information or to apply here in Montana, contact USDA Rural De-
velopment Agriculture Producer State Specialist Marlee Johnston, at marlee.
johnston@usda.gov.



349 22nd Ave NW, Sidney • 406-488-6636 • 1-800-967-3795

ENJOY AG DAYS!
SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FARM & VEHICLE TIRES

Working Hard To Build A Competitive Marketplace For Your Livestock!

SALE SCHEDULE

406-482-3513 | www.sidneylivestock.com | ylc@midrivers.com

Tim Larson:
406-480-2666

Dustin Cymbaluk:
701-220-0813

Terry Moe:
701-580-2426

Al Franzen:
406-489-7444

Christy Albin:
Office Manager

Tue, Mar 5th ........................... Sandhill Red Angus Bull Sale 1:00 
-Featuring 100 Bred Heifers-Commercial Red Angus 

-80 Red Angus Yearling Bulls

Wed, Mar 6th ..........Weigh-Up Special, All Class Cattle Sale 9:00

Wed, Mar 13th ......Bred Stock Special, All Class Cattle Sale 9:00

Wed, Mar 20th .............Feeder Special, All Class Cattle Sale 9:00

Wed, Mar 27th ....................................... All Class Cattle Sale 9:00

Wed, Apr 3rd ...............Feeder Special, All Class Cattle Sale 9:00

Wed, Apr 3rd ...........................Missouri River Red Angus 1:00pm 
-28 Red Angus Yearling Bulls 

-30 Commercial Red Angus Open Heifers 
*Pleasant Valley Black Angus 

-55 Registered Yearling Black Angus Bulls 
-30 Commercial Red Angus Open Heifers

Wed, Apr 10th ....................................... All Class Cattle Sale 9:00

Fri, Apr 12th ................Thiessen’s Regency Acres Angus 1:00pm  
-Lunch at 11:30am 
 -80 Yearling Bulls 

-30 Purebred Replacement Heifers

Wed , Apr 24th ...................................... All Class Cattle Sale 9:00
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Horizon Resources is a leading name in the agriculture industry, dedicated to the growth and success of family farms. As an 
Agronomy Intern, you will dive into the heart of agronomic operations, working closely with our team of expert agronomists. This 

role is designed to offer an intensive introduction to the processes of retail agronomy which provides essential support to farmers. 
Through this internship, you will develop a robust understanding of field scouting, the retail agronomy industry, crop protection and 

effective communication, ensuring success of the family farm.

NOW HIRING AGRONOMYNOW HIRING AGRONOMY
SEASONAL INTERNSHIPSEASONAL INTERNSHIP

Various Duties 
As Assigned

$16-$20/Hr DOE

 Applicant must have a valid driver’s license and be over the age of 18. Submit your resumé 
to Dr. Audrey Kalil, Agronomist/Outreach Coordinator at akalil@horizonresources.coop

Horizon Resources is an equal-opportunity employer. We celebrate diversity and are committed to creating an inclusive environment for all employees.
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NDSU Extension Offers Updated Crop 
Compare Program For 2024
The spreadsheet helps farmers compare cropping alternatives.

The Crop Compare spreadsheet helps farmers compare cropping alternatives using the direct costs and yields from the 2024 projected crop budgets 
for North Dakota. (NDSU photo)

By NDSU Agriculture Communication
North Dakota State University Extension has updated the Crop Compare 

program, which is a spreadsheet designed to compare cropping alternatives.
The Crop Compare program is available online at ndsu.ag/cropcompare.
The program uses the direct costs and yields from the 2024 projected crop 

budgets for nine regions of North Dakota, but producers are encouraged to enter 
the expected yields and input costs for their farm.

The user designates a reference crop and enters its expected market price. 
Depending on the region, a broad selection of nine to 18 crops are compared. 
The program provides the prices for competing crops that would be necessary to 
provide the same return over variable costs as the reference crop.

“Producers can compare these “break-even” prices to expected market prices 
to see which crop is most likely to compete with the reference crop,” says Ron 
Haugen, NDSU Extension farm management specialist. “Grain prices can move 
quickly. The program provides a tool for producers to check the changing scenarios 
until final planting decisions are made this spring.”

The program includes an underlying assumption that fixed costs, such as 
machinery ownership, land, and the owner’s labor and management, do not vary 
among crop choices and therefore do not need to be included in the analysis.

Haugen adds, “In practice, there may be differences in fixed costs that should 
be considered. For example, there may be additional labor, management and risk 
associated with a competing crop.



THAT’S 100% REINKE CERTIFIED

From high-strength steel to our industry 
leading warranties, count on Reinke for 
innovative solutions to maximize your fields’ 
productivity season after season. All backed 
by your local Reinke irrigation dealer.

REINKECERTIFIED.COM
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Fertilizer • Irrigation Sales • Service
Fairview, MT | 701-844-5300

Mon-Kota, Inc
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Biebers Awarded 2nd Prize at National Wheat Yield Contest
By Dianne Swanson

Local farmers, Justin 
Bieber, and his dad, Jeff, 
have been looking to in-
crease profitability on their 
1700 acres of irrigated 
farmland since the clo-
sure of the Sidney Sugars 
plant ended decades of 
sugar beet growing. The 
three primary crops they 
now raise are corn, wheat, 
and soybeans. Looking 
to increase yields, Justin 
delved into various variet-
ies of wheat. The duo set-
tled on WestBred Wheat 
9719 due to its proven high 
yield and good standability.

That variety, with in-
creased nitrogen, and try-
ing some new farming 
practices, yielded 109.33 
bushels per acre, which 
was an excellent bump in 
yields. It also earned the 

Biebers second place at 
the National Wheat Con-
test and a trip to the 2024 
Commodity Classic in late 
February in Houston, TX, 
where they will be honored 
along with other winners at 
the National Wheat Show 
banquet. Jeff said that 
theirs was the first entry 
from this area in the con-
test, but many farmers 
have grown over 100 bush-
els per acre over the years.

The contest field seed 
was pre-treated with a 
fungicide/insecticide treat-
ment and the field was fall 
fertilized prior to planting 
on the previous year ’s 
soybean field. Typically, 
their fertilizer rates for ni-
trogen are 150-160 units 
broadcast in the fall. The 
trial field had 160 units of 
nitrogen on it. Then, after 

tillering, during jointing, 
they used a sprayer with 
stream bars on it to apply 
20 gallons per acre of 28%, 
which is the equivalent of 
60 more units of nitrogen. 
This was applied on about 
half the field so that half 
had a total of 220 units of 
applied nitrogen. Justin 
said that one benefit of 
waiting to apply in season 
is that the wheat plant will 
not tiller as much as if the 
nitrogen was applied be-
fore planting. By waiting 
until tillering was complet-
ed, the plant focuses on 
making grain instead of 
making a bigger plant. The 
difference in the two halves 
of the field was remarkable 
with the half receiving the 
extra nitrogen taking on 
a fuller, darker, healthier 
look.

The real test came 
when the combine entered 
the field. The first half with 
the 160 units of nitrogen 
yielded 90 bushels per 
acre, so it was running bet-
ter than Bieber’s average 
yields just from switching to 
a WestBred variety. When 
they entered the test half 
of the field with 220 units of 
nitrogen, the yield monitor 
in the combine showed a 
definite increase in bushels 
per acre. Documentation is 
required to enter the Na-
tional Wheat Yield Contest, 
so Leslie Tveit was recruit-
ed to certify that the acres 
were measured correctly, 
and the combine and truck 
were empty before starting 
the trial. The truck was then 
weighed at the elevator 
to verify the production. 
Thank you, Leslie for the 

help.
The final yield was 109 

bushels per acre, which 
was a 20-bushel bump. 
Test weight was in the 
60-lb. range, with protein 
around 14. After penciling 
out all the costs the extra 
nitrogen provided an addi-
tional return of $76 per acre 
in a cash rent scenario!

The Biebers said they 
entered the National Wheat 
Yield Contest to prove 
that WestBred wheat seed 
could generate a yield of 
100 bushels or more since 
it’s critical that farmers re-
ceive as high of a return as 
possible, enabling them to 
keep wheat in the rotation 
on their farm as a profitable 
option. The second was to 
prove the value of stream 
barring the nitrogen on 
in-season. The goal is to 

increase profitability by 
having the farm produce 
100 plus bushels of wheat 
per acre every year.

Biebers are sharing 
their information since all 
the former beet growers 
are under the same condi-
tions. “We are all trying to 
find cropping options and 
new-to-the-area farming 
practices to maximize re-
turns to the farm,” Jeff said. 
Sharing information and 
trial data is a proven way to 
shorten the learning curve.

Justin is entering his 
second year as a dealer 
for West Bred. Anyone 
interested in seeing these 
and other irrigated and 
dryland strip trial results 
is welcome to call him at 
406-489-2188.



CONSUMER: Get $200 off all eligible non-AD2 radial tires; or $300 off eligible AD2 Radial Tires excluding Destination Farm and Destination Turf when you purchase two eligible tires from  a certified Firestone Ag tire dealer and present a coupon code. Discount given at the time of purchase 
and is on pre-tax amount. Maximum savings of $4,800 per customer per purchase. Installation costs extra. U.S. and Canada only. Valid 2/1/2024 to 5/31/2024. No cash value. Not combinable with other offers. Coupon void where prohibited or if altered, transferred, defective or sold. Not 
valid on prior purchases, returns, exchanges, outstanding debt, rain checks, commercial fleet purchases, group purchases, adjustments, or warranty claims. Not available to distributors, dealers, resellers, or retailers or Firestone products. Fraudulent or illegal requests will be voided. Other 
restrictions, fees, and taxes may apply. See certified Firestone Ag tire dealer or visit FirestoneAg.com for offer details and a complete list of eligible tires. While supplies last. For nearest certified Firestone Ag tire dealer, visit FirestoneAg.com. Bridgestone may cancel promotion at any time.

\ Straight Talk
\ Honest Service
\ Fair Prices
1601 S. Central • Sidney, MT | 406-433-3858 (After-Hours Call Forwarding To Service Rep) | Mon-Fri: 7am - 5:30pm

Valid only at certified Firestone Ag dealers in the United States and Canada
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NDSU Extension Schedules Stop The 
Bleed Trainings through April

NDSU Extension and the NDSU School of Nursing are offering Spring Stop the Bleed trainings 
for rural residents wanting to learn how to reduce deaths caused by unintentional injury.

Participants at a recent Stop the Bleed training practice properly using a tourniquet in the 
event of blood loss caused by an injury. (NDSU photo)

By NDSU Agriculture Communication
Seconds matter in rural injury incidents or medical emergencies, and the time 

it takes first responders to travel to an injured person can be critical to survival, 
says Angie Johnson, North Dakota State University Extension farm and ranch 
safety coordinator.

To help reduce deaths caused by unintentional injury, NDSU Extension and 
the NDSU School of Nursing have partnered to offer free, Stop the Bleed train-
ings for residents of rural communities across North Dakota. Nursing faculty have 
traveled to North Dakota counties and worked with NDSU Extension agents to 
conduct the trainings.

“We are excited to offer more trainings this spring at a variety of locations 
across North Dakota,” shares Johnson.

Stop the Bleed is a nationally recognized, 90-minute certification program, 
providing participants with hands-on opportunities to recognize life-threatening 
bleeding and intervene effectively by properly using a tourniquet in the event of 
blood loss caused by an injury.

Trainings that have been scheduled for the 2024 spring 
season are:

Divide County: March 5  2 p.m. CST
Williams County: March 5  5 p.m. CST
Barnes County: March 6  9:30 a.m. CST
Barnes County: March 7  9:30 a.m. CST
McKenzie County: March 13  2 p.m. CST
McKenzie County: March 13  5 p.m. CST
Williams County: March 14  9:30 a.m. CST
Williams County: March 14  1 p.m. CST
Ramsey County: March 21  5:30 p.m. CST
Ramsey County: March 21  7:15 p.m. CST
Cass County: April 15  6 p.m. CST
Cass County: April 16  6 p.m. CST
Richland County: April 16  7 p.m. CST
Sargent County:- Aprik 17 -5:30 pm. CST
Location details for each session and registration is avail-

able at bit.ly/STBcountyregistration.
Stop the Bleed sessions are of no cost to participants. 

However, preregistration is required one week prior to each 
training session. Sessions are limited to 10 to 12 participants. 
Personal Stop the Bleed kits will be provided on first-come, 
first-served basis.

Additional training dates will be scheduled in more loca-
tions across North Dakota for fall of 2024. If you would like to 
learn more about Stop the Bleed and to be notified of possible 
trainings near you, visit the NDSU Extension Stop the Bleed 
webpage at ndsu.ag/stopthebleed.

Emergency management personnel may qualify for National 
Continuing Competency Requirement (NCCR) and Local Con-
tinuing Competency Requirement (LCCR) units through this 

training, and also may be eligible to become a certified Stop the Bleed instructor 
in their community.

Stop the Bleed training is funded through a three-year grant from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture – National Institute of Food and Agriculture.

As a student-focused, land-grant, research institution, we serve our citizens.
To help reduce deaths caused by unintentional injury, NDSU Extension and 

the NDSU School of Nursing have partnered to offer free, Stop the Bleed train-
ings for residents of rural communities across North Dakota. Nursing faculty have 
traveled to North Dakota counties and worked with NDSU Extension agents to 
conduct the trainings.

“We are excited to offer more trainings this spring at a variety of locations 
across North Dakota,” shares Johnson.

Stop the Bleed is a nationally recognized, 90-minute certification program, 
providing participants with hands-on opportunities to recognize life-threatening 
bleeding and intervene effectively by properly using a tourniquet in the event of 
blood loss caused by an injury.
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Despite Mild Winter, Spring May Bring Forage Challenges
In spite of predictions for a warmer and drier spring, ranchers should prepare for 

potential impacts to spring turnout.

NDSU Extension specialist James Rogers advises ranchers to consider whether winter feed supplies are enough to stretch into spring in case of delayed 
turnout. (NDSU photo)

By NDSU Agriculture Communication 
This year’s warmer and drier winter conditions have created certain benefits 

for ranchers, such as easier winter feeding and simpler maintenance of water 
supplies. A major benefit of milder conditions is that cold weather stressors on the 
cow herd are lower, making it easier to meet cattle nutrient requirements.

As helpful as this mild weather has been, there are potential concerns ranchers 
should be aware of and be prepared for this spring, according to North Dakota 
State University Extension forage crops production specialist James Rogers.

“The Northern Plains is a fragile environment subject to extreme heat, cold and 
limited rainfall,” Rogers says. “When these extremes occur, it can create instability 
in the system with long recovery periods. Looking at the forecast weather model 
from the National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center, the El Nino effect 
of warmer, drier weather is predicted to continue to the spring.”

Forecast models are predicting continued above-normal temperatures with 
equal chances of above- or below-normal precipitation. In 2023, precipitation varied 
across North Dakota from below normal in the northern tier of the state to normal 
or above normal in the southern portion of the state. If the weather forecast models 
hold true, the implications for spring can mean one thing for the crop farmer and 
another for the rancher.

For the crop farmer, above-normal temperatures could mean earlier planting 
conditions compared to previous years. Potential downsides include early weed 
emergence and the uncertainty of receiving the precipitation necessary to get 
crops up and going.

For the rancher, a few more variables can cloud the picture. The first is how 
pasture and range plants were managed prior to the end of the grazing season. 

Fall is a time when pasture and range plants are storing energy for spring growth. 
The basis for forage production is tiller production and growth. If tiller production 
is reduced, forage production will be lowered.

An NDSU study evaluated the effect of the intensity of fall grazing on forage 
production the following year. They found that severe fall use reduced forage 
production by 57% in 2022 and 54% in 2023.

“Severe fall use of pasture and range plants has a negative effect on energy 
storage, bud formation and tiller production, which results in reduced forage pro-
duction the following year,” Rogers says.

The second variable is unknown: What will spring conditions truly be? If tem-
peratures continue to remain above normal, pasture and range plants will begin 
coming out of dormancy early. If precipitation remains below normal, biomass 
production could be delayed, meaning that spring turnout could also be delayed. 
On the other hand, spring could arrive late with late winter storms wreaking havoc 
on ranchers and livestock, as in the springs of 2021 and 2022. Rogers advises 
ranchers to be prepared for either situation and consider whether winter feed 
supplies are enough to stretch into spring.

The third variable is cow herd health and condition from now through spring. 
Calving season is underway and monitoring calf health, cow condition, herd bull 
health and management are all critical from now until the end of breeding season. 
Management now impacts rebreeding later.

“Current weather conditions are unusual for North Dakota, but take into consid-
eration all variables, including previous months’ weather conditions, past grazing 
management, current weather and future weather predictions, and use them to 
be prepared for whatever the Dakotas throw at you,” Rogers advises.
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NDSU Extension To Host Horse Management Webinar Series
Topics include an overview of genetic diseases in quarter horses, weed and manure 

management in pastures, prevention and detection of diseases, and emergency first aid.

Emergency first aid is just one of the topics that will be covered during the NDSU Extension horse management webinar series. (NDSU photo)

By NDSU Agriculture Communication
Horse owners and stable managers will have the opportunity to learn man-

agement strategies and ask questions during a webinar series that North Dakota 
State University Extension is hosting at noon CDT on Wednesdays in March.

Topics will include an overview of genetic diseases in the quarter horse breed, 
weed and manure management in pastures, prevention and detection of commu-
nicable equine diseases, and emergency first aid until the veterinarian arrives.

“The goal of these webinars is to empower our equine owners in North Dakota 
to confidently apply what we share to their animal care routines or land and re-
sources management,” says Mary Keena, NDSU’s Carrington Research Extension 
Center,livestock environmental management specialist. 

“Understanding genetic diseases, knowing how to prevent a communicable 

disease and effectively applying first aid to your animal while waiting for a veter-
inarian in an emergency situation may not only save the animal’s life but is also 
part of animal husbandry and ownership,” says Rachel Wald, McHenry County 
NDSU Extension’s agriculture and natural resources agent.

“Management of your grazing resources by way of weed and manure manage-
ment can help you increase the usable parts of your pastures, ensuring longevity 
of the grazing season,” says Paige Brummund, Ward County NDSU Extension’s 
agriculture and natural resources agent.

The webinar presenters are NDSU Extension specialists and agents, NDSU 
professors and the NDSU Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory.

Visit ndsu.ag/horsewebinar to register for the webinars.
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Help Keep Montana Free Of Wild Pigs

Photo submitted

Submitted by Brent C. Smith, Central & 
Eastern Montana Invasive Species Team 

program manager
Wild pigs/feral swine are swine that have 

either escaped or were released intentionally, 
creating free-ranging swine populations. Wild 
pigs/feral swine can be found in 38 states with 
an estimated population of over six million 
animals. Wild pigs/feral pigs are also found in 
Canadian provinces bordering Montana. Pro-
lific breeders, they can produce four to eight 
babies per litter. Wild pigs/feral pigs are highly 
adaptable, but prefer habitats with an abun-
dant supply of water and dense cover. They 
are aggressive and pose serious ecological, 
economic, and health threats.

Currently, there are no known wild pig pop-
ulations in Montana.

Wild pigs/feral swine harbor diseases 
(swine brucellosis, pseudorabies, tuberculosis, 
and others) and parasites, which can impact the 
livestock industry. Wild pigs/feral swine most 
commonly carry brucella suis and can cause 
false positive test in cattle for brucellosis and 
require temporary quarantine and operation 
interruption. They also carry zoonotic diseases 
and parasites that pose a risk to humans. Wild 
pigs/feral swine can and will cause extensive 
damage by fouling water sources for native 
wildlife, livestock, and humans. They will con-
sume and jeopardize native wildlife and plants 
and compete for food and habitat resources 
with native animals. Rooting by wild pigs/feral 
swine causes erosion and can compromise 
sensitive ecosystems as well as render some 
areas impassable for farm machinery. Wild pigs/
feral swine will prey on the young of livestock 
and wildlife such as kids, lambs, deer fawns, 
and ground-nesting birds.

Due to their reproductive efficiency, and 
movement behavior, wild pigs/feral swine 
cannot be eradicated by simple hunting prac-
tices. Hunting pressure that fails to eliminate 
all animals in a group (sounder) can result in 
further dispersion of animals.  Wild pigs/feral 
swine that have experienced hunting pressure 
become more difficult to hunt and are harder 
to eradicate.

In the state Montana, feral swine/wild pigs 
are regulated by the Department of Livestock.  
Montana’s definition of feral swine includes 
animals living in an untamed or wild state, as 
well as swine that appear to be contained for 
commercial hunting or trapping.  Introducing/

transporting/releasing feral swine or wild pigs 
in Montana is illegal. Private land owners and 
public land users must notify the Department 
of Livestock immediately following a sighting of 
feral swine or wild pigs. Penalties for violation 
of Montana law includes fines of at least $2,000 
but not more than $10,000 for each violation.

The Montana Department of Livestock 
has partnered with Montana Fish, Wildlife, and 
Parks; USDA Wildlife Services; Montana State 
University Extension; Central & Eastern Mon-
tana Invasive Species Team; and the Montana 
Invasive Species Council on outreach efforts 
and response to reports of feral swine.

Wild pig/feral swine sightings must be re-
ported within 24 hours. Reports should be made 
to the Department of Livestock emergency 
reporting number 406-444-2976.

Resources:
• Montana Invasive Species Council: 

Squeal on Pigs | Montana Invasive Species 
(mt.gov)

• USDA APHIS Wildlife Services: USDA 
APHIS | Feral Swine-Managing an Invasive 
Species

• Montana Department of Livestock: liv.
mt.gov/Animal-Health/Feral-Swine
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Grain Bin Rescue Equipment & Training 
Opportunities Available For Fire Departments

NDSU Extension highlights the need for grain bin rescue equipment and training.

Training on the use of grain bin rescue equipment and techniques is 
necessary for fire departments to be able to respond effectively in an 
entrapment situation. (NDSU photo)

By NDSU Agriculture Communication
February is grain bin safety month. North Dakota is no exception when it 

comes to grain bin entrapments and engulfments. In 2020, North Dakota ranked 
second in the nation for recorded grain-bin-related entrapments in the Summary 
of U.S. Agricultural Confined Space-Related Injuries and Fatalities report from 
Purdue University. That does not account for any undocumented grain bin related 
injuries and fatalities.

Research estimates that 30% of confined spaces incidences, including grain 
bin entrapments, are unreported or undocumented. Farms and ranches employ-
ing fewer than 11 non-family employees are not covered by federal Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) injury reporting requirements, meaning 
many farm and ranch injuries are not reported.

“The best strategy for preventing grain bin engulfments and entrapments is 
to ensure the grain is in good condition in the bin,” says Angie Johnson, North 
Dakota State University Extension farm and ranch safety coordinator. “Grain that 
is in good condition should not bridge, crust or chunk, which eliminates any need 
to enter the grain bin in the first place.”

Monitoring and addressing grain moisture issues throughout the season can 
prevent unloading challenges that might tempt individuals to use dangerous inter-
vention strategies, such as entering the grain bin to try to break apart the crusts 
or chunks to get the grain flowing into the auger or sump.

“If grain does lose quality and begins to crust, chunk or bridge, a zero-entry 
mindset is the best way to keep producers and their workers safe from entrap-
ment situations,” says Johnson. “However, we know that many factors may lead 
an individual to enter a grain bin, making the need for intervention tools, trainings 
and rescue techniques a harsh reality.”

Johnson suggests volunteer fire departments discuss equipment needs and 

training opportunities for responding to a grain bin rescue. Training is critical to 
prepare responders with the knowledge and skills to use equipment in a rescue 
situation. Fire departments can work with a local grain elevator and the North Da-
kota Firefighters Association or the Minnesota Safety and Security Consultation 
Specialists to set up a grain bin extrication and rescue training event. Neighboring 
fire departments can coordinate to ensure they are able to work together on a 
rescue. It takes a large team to respond to an incident, adds Johnson.

Grant opportunities can help fire departments interested in grain bin rescue 
equipment and training. Community members can nominate their fire department 
for one of the following grant opportunities:

AgCountry Farm Credit Services
This grant program awards grain bin rescue tubes and a video/on-site training 

to fire departments in eastern North Dakota and western Minnesota. Selection 
of a fire department is based on current department resources, geographic area 
served and proximity to other grain bin rescue units in the fire department’s area. 
There are no restrictions regarding the size of the fire department; however, fire 
departments must be from the following eligible counties:

Eligible North Dakota counties are Barnes, Benson, Bottineau, Burke, Cass, 
Cavalier, Dickey, Divide, Eddy, Foster, Grand Forks, Griggs, LaMoure, McHen-
ry, McKenzie, McLean, Mountrail, Nelson, Pembina, Pierce, Ramsey, Ransom, 
Renville, Richland, Rolette, Sargent, Sheridan, Steele, Stutsman, Towner, Traill, 
Walsh, Ward, Wells and Williams.

Eligible Minnesota counties are Becker, Beltrami, Big Stone, Chippewa, Clay, 
Clearwater, Douglas, Grant, Hubbard, Kandiyohi, Kittson, Koochiching, Lac qui 
Parle, Lake of the Woods, Lincoln, Lyon, Mahnomen, Marshall, Meeker, Norman, 
Otter Tail, Pennington Polk, Pope, Red Lake, Redwood, Renville, Roseau, Stevens, 
Swift, Traverse, Todd, Wadena, Wilkin and Yellow Medicine.

For questions, such as application deadlines, contact AgCountry at outreach@
agcountry.com. Visit www.agcountry.com/rescue to apply.

Nationwide Insurance and the National Education Center for Ag Safety
This grant awards grain rescue tubes and hands-on rescue training to first 

responders and fire departments across the U.S., especially in rural communities 
that do not have access to this equipment or currently possess this equipment 
and training.

Nominations will be accepted until April 30 at 11:59 p.m. CST.
Grant rules and instructions on how to make a nomination can be found at 

www.mynsightonline.com/grain-bin-safety/participate-partner/nominate.
Contact the coordinators listed on each website for additional information 

about the grants and nomination requirements.
In addition to the opportunities mentioned above, NDSU Extension is working 

on a pilot project that will bring local fire departments, farmers and county emer-
gency managers together to tackle grain bin safety as a team. For more grain bin 
safety resources from NDSU Extension, visit ndsu.ag/grainbinsafety.

“Thank you to all who serve as volunteer firefighters, paramedics, first re-
sponders and more within your communities,” says Johnson. “Grain bin safety is 
a community safety and public health issue, as many people have been impacted 
or know of someone who has been impacted by a grain bin rescue or fatality. By 
working together to prevent grain bin entrapments and learn how rescue situations 
work, we can save lives.”
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NDSU Releases Crop Budget 
Projections For 2024

Generally, most crop budgets in all 
regions project a profit for the year.

By NDSU Agriculture Communication
The North Dakota State University (NDSU) Extension projected crop budgets 

for 2024 are available for the state’s farmers, says Ron Haugen, NDSU Extension 
farm management specialist.

The 2024 projected profits vary by region and crop.
“The budgets are guides for large multi-county regions,” says Haugen. “Re-

turns and costs can vary considerably between producers within a region. Also, 
the budgets estimate returns to labor and management with no consideration of 
price and yield variability or risk. A perfect comparison of crops is not achieved 
because different levels of labor, management and risk exist.”

“Generally, most crop budgets in all regions, project a profit for the year, but 
not as profitable as 2023,” says Haugen. “One reason is, in general, commodity 
prices are lower than 2023.”

Fertilizer, chemical and fuel expenses are down, but land costs, repairs and 
interest are higher.

“Specialty crops may show a positive return, but usually have limited contracts 
and acreages, and also may have higher risk,” says Haugen.

The NDSU Extension-developed budgets are available online at ndsu.ag/crop-
budgets, or by searching online for NDSU Crop Budgets. Online, a PDF version is 
available as well as Excel spreadsheets for producers to fill in their own estimates.

Hard copies are available at NDSU Extension county offices.

The NDSU 
Extension 

projected crop 
budgets are guides 

for large multi-
county regions. 

(NDSU photo)

NDSU Extension Virtual Canola Production 
Update Meeting Set For March 12

The meeting will focus on the latest research in canola and will help growers 
and consultants make sustainable and profitable decisions. (NDSU photo)

By NDSU Agriculture Communication
The meeting will focus on the latest research in canola and will help growers 

and consultants make sustainable and profitable decisions.
Farmers and crop advisers interested in canola production management up-

dates should plan to participate in the 2024 Getting-it-Right in Canola Production 
virtual meeting on March 12, from 8:30 a.m. to noon.

This online-only meeting is conducted by North Dakota State University (NDSU) 
Extension and is supported by the Northern Canola Growers Association.

“University and industry professionals will provide research updates and rec-
ommendations to assist canola farmers with production decisions for the 2024 
growing season,” says Anitha Chirumamilla, Langdon Research Extension Center 
cropping systems specialist and co-organizer of the event.

The webinar will be delivered by Zoom. There is no fee to attend but pre-reg-
istration is required at www.ndsu.edu/agriculture/ag-hub/getting-it-right. All who 
preregister will receive emailed instructions for participating in the event.

“This meeting will focus on the latest research in canola and will help growers 
and consultants make sustainable and profitable decisions,” says Greg Endres, 
Carrington Research Extension Center cropping systems specialist and co-orga-
nizer.

Topics that will be covered include agronomic practices in irrigated and dryland 
canola, such as cultivar selection, seed rate, plant establishment and intercropping, 
fertilizer recommendations, disease, insect and weed management, and biofuel 
and crop market updates.

The presentations will be recorded and archived. Attendees also will receive 
a list of pertinent Extension canola production reference materials that will sup-
plement information from the presentations. Certified crop adviser continuing 
education credits will be available for meeting participants.
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Including Sulfur In Soil Fertility Programs Can Benefit Crops, 
According To Montana State Extension Specialist

Submitted by MSU News
Bozeman — Sulfur’s role as an agricultural nutrient is often overlooked, but 

including it in soil fertility programs can positively impact crop yield, quality, and 
economics, according to a Montana State University Extension specialist.

Clain Jones, MSU Extension soil fertility specialist and professor in the Depart-
ment of Land Resources and Environmental Sciences, said that modern phosphorus 
and potassium fertilizers contain less sulfur as a manufacturing byproduct than they 
historically did. Coupled with higher-yielding varieties and more intense cropping, 
leading to more sulfur being removed from fields, there is an increased chance for 
sulfur deficiencies. Sulfur-deficient plants are often stunted with yellow upper leaves, 
in contrast to yellow lower leaves, which indicates a nitrogen deficiency.

“Crops can respond to sulfur additions in a manner similar to nitrogen,” Jones said,
“Sulfur, like nitrogen, is a building block for proteins. If sulfur is deficient, crops 

may not use nitrogen fertilizer as efficiently, resulting in less than optimum grain 
protein and yield. By applying sulfur and increasing the efficiency of nitrogen use, 
farmers can also decrease nitrate leaching and soil acidification, and possibly lower 
the amount of nitrogen needed.”

Testing
Jones said there is no single recommended sulfur soil test as there is with 

nitrate. That’s partly because soil sulfur availability is often highly variable across 
a field. Coarse-textured soils with low organic matter are the most susceptible to 
sulfur deficiencies. He noted that when six to 10 soil samples from across a field 
are mixed for laboratory analysis — which is the standard in Montana — one or two 
high-sulfur samples could skew the results and suggest the field doesn’t need sulfur 
when most of it is deficient.

“Although more expensive in the short term, it can be highly beneficial to learn 
which parts of a field have low sulfur through ‘grid sampling’ instead of mixed sam-
ples,” he said.

Jones recommends learning what sulfur test a laboratory uses. He said numerous 
soil tests are available, and each can produce very different results.

“For example, the Mehlich-3 test, which is used in midwestern and eastern 
states, greatly overestimates sulfur availability in higher-pH Montana soils,” Jones 
said, “Calcium phosphate extraction tests are recommended for western soils, but 
other extracts might do an adequate job of assessing available sulfur, too.”

In addition, Jones recommends testing sulfur fertilizer in strips within fields and 
conducting plant tissue sampling to learn if crops have sulfur deficiencies. Plant 
tissue testing should be done early in the season so that a “rescue” sulfur treatment 
can be applied to nitrogen-deficient areas.

Fertilization
Jones recommends considering the “4Rs” – right place, right rate, right time, 

and right source for fertilization.
Because sulfur is needed early in the growing season, it should be applied at 

seeding, either in the furrow or side-banded. Side-banding avoids the risk of fertil-
izer damage to the seedling when high rates are placed in-furrow, he said. Sulfate 
is mobile and can also be applied as a surface broadcast application if ammonium 
sulfate is used.

Gypsum is less acidifying than ammonium sulfate, so Jones recommends using 
it on acidic soils, even though it’s somewhat less soluble. Elemental sulfur, on the 
other hand, becomes available too slowly for in-season use and needs to be applied 
a year or two before it is needed. Fall applications of sulfate are not recommended 
because sulfur, like nitrogen, can be leached easily by fall-to-spring precipitation.

Unlike other major nutrients, there’s limited guidance for sulfur fertilization rate 
requirements of Montana crops. Oilseeds, including canola and yellow mustard, 
need far more sulfur than cereals like wheat and barley, Jones said. He noted that 

in high-yielding oilseed fields, 20 lbs. of sulfur fertilizer per acre should prevent sulfur 
deficiency, regardless of soil test results.

Alfalfa is also a large user of sulfur, needing about 22 lbs. of sulfur per acre for 
a 4-ton per acre yield. Cereals and pulse crops, like lentils, chickpeas, and peas, 
likely need only 5-10 lbs. of sulfur fertilizer per acre, with the higher amount needed 
on fields with high yield potential.

Research
A recently accepted research paper by Perry Miller, MSU Department of Land 

Resources and Environmental Sciences professor, to be published in the Agronomy 
Journal, found that only 5 lbs. of added sulfur per acre increased lentil grain yield 
in 20% of sites in Montana and North Dakota. Due to the low cost of sulfur fertilizer, 
the average increased grain yield easily offset the sulfur fertilizer cost, even when 
accounting for sites where lentil grain yields did not increase, Jones said.

Jones is currently conducting research funded by the Montana Fertilizer Check-
off with colleagues Miller, Pat Carr and Justin Vetch with the MSU Department of 
Research Centers to determine the sulfur needs of spring canola, pea, and wheat, and 
to evaluate different sulfur soil tests, following previous MSU studies on the effects of 
sulfur on lentil crops. In addition, there are ongoing Montana sulfur studies on winter 
canola led by Miller and on cereal forages led by Hayes Goosey, MSU Department 
of Animal and Range Sciences.

Goosey noted that adequate sulfur levels can decrease forage nitrate levels in 
cereal forages.

“Forage nitrate is a concern for livestock owners because it causes early-term 
abortions and other reproductive issues in pregnant animals,” Goosey said.

Questions about sulfur or soil nutrients may be directed to Jones at clainj@
montana.edu or 406-994-6076.

REAL Montana Program Accepting 
Applications Until March 31

Submitted by MSU News Service
Bozeman — REAL Montana, a program from Montana State University Exten-

sion, is accepting applications for its next class until March 31. REAL Montana is 
a comprehensive two-year program offering in-depth education and training in the 
agriculture and natural resource industries. REAL stands for Resource Education 
and Agriculture Leadership.

Classes consist of up to 20 participants competitively selected to represent a 
variety of agriculture and natural resource industries across the state. REAL Mon-
tana prioritizes diversity in class structure, including geography, gender and industry 
sectors. This will be the sixth class offered.

The program seeks to build a network of informed and engaged leaders to 
agriculture and natural resource industries. Program highlights include eight in-
state seminars, a national study tour in Washington, DC, and a 10-day international 
experience.

“We are excited to welcome a new class in 2024,” said Tara Becken, REAL 
Montana program director. “Our program offers a unique and impactful experience 
for Montanans interested in increasing their leadership abilities.”

Successful applicants will be announced in July, with the first class seminar in 
Bozeman on Sept. 19.

To learn more about the application process or to apply, visit: montana.edu/
realmontana. Questions may be directed to Becken at tara.becken@montana.edu or 
406-930-4205.
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Farm & Ranch Show 
The McKenzie County Ag Expo in Watford City held their Farm & Ranch 
Show Feb. 7-8. Pictured above is engineer Evan Wheeler (left) and member 
representative Pat Heiser, McKenzie Electric Cooperative, speaking to 
producers and workers in the ag industry about farm safety practices.
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McKenzie County Ag 
Expo, Feb. 10

Barrels Fast Times: 
C-Noah Erickson; Y-Jo-
ley Johnson; Jr-Kylee 
Shelton

Pole Bending Fast 
Times: Y-Joley Johnson; 
Jr-Kylee Shelton

Keyhole Fast Times: 
C-Noah Erickson; Y-Joley 

Johnson
Goat Fast Times: 

C-Gracelyn Loshe; Y-Jo-
ley Johnson; Jr-Zoey 
Mitchell

Roping Fast Time: 
Jr-Zoey Mitchell

Children All Around: 
1 - N o a h  E r i c k s o n ; 
2 - G r a c e l y n  L o h s e ; 
3-Banks Leiseth

Youth All Around: 
1-Joley Johnson; 2-Eve-
lina Jacobson; 3-Harper 
Bradford

Junior All Around: 
1-Zoey Mitchell; 2-Kylee 
Shelton; 3-Joleah Hickel

Hard Luck Award: 
Lucille Sokolofsky

Stick Pony Rodeo Results

Junior All Around winners 1-Zoey Mitchell; 2-Kylee Shelton; 3-Joleah Hickel. 
(Photo submitted)

Youth All Around winners 1-Joley Johnson; 2-Evelina Jacobson; 3-Harper 
Bradford. (Photo submitted)

Children All Around: 1-Noah Erickson; 2-Gracelyn Lohse; 3-Banks Leiseth. 
(Photo submitted)

Stick 
Pony 

Rodeo
Evie Jacobson races 
through the poles for 
a fast enough time to 
earn 2nd place Overall 
Reserve Champion in 
the Stick Horse Rodeo 
held at the McKenzie 
County Ag Expo on 
Saturday. (Photo by 
Kathy Taylor)

Banks Leiseth is all smiles Banks Leiseth is all smiles 
as he competes in the Stick as he competes in the Stick 
Horse Rodeo sponsored by Horse Rodeo sponsored by 
the Mon-Dak Quarter Horse the Mon-Dak Quarter Horse 
Association. Banks was the Association. Banks was the 
the 3rd place overall winner the 3rd place overall winner 
in the children 0-4 division. in the children 0-4 division. 

(Photo by Kathy Taylor)(Photo by Kathy Taylor)
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McKenzie Co. 4-Hers Tour Sidney 
Meat Processing Facilities

The McKenzie County 4-H Junior Leaders traveled to Sidney on Feb. 18 for 
educational tours of M3 Meats and Reynolds Market to learn how livestock 
is processed and sold to customers. Pictured above is Colton Moran (far 
right) and Joe Thompson, M3 Meats, explain how animals are processed.

M3 Meats employee Joe Thompson M3 Meats employee Joe Thompson 
tours the meat aging room with tours the meat aging room with 
McKenzie Co. 4-Hers.McKenzie Co. 4-Hers.

Hwy 2 West • Williston, ND | 701-572-2267
Check Us Out On Facebook!

Williston Saddlery

• Colostrx Colostrum • Nursing Bottles
• Purina Milk Replacer (all milk, no fillers)
• Calf Pullers • Z-Tags (New Colors!)
• Y-Tex Tags • Kick Start Electrolytes
• Fluid Feeders • Orphan No More Powder
• OB Gloves & Straps

LICE CONTROL
• Clean Up II • Exit Gold Synergized
• Ultra Saber Pour On

MINERAL SALE ON NOW!
• Purina Wind & Rain Mineral

PURINA® RANGELAND® 30-13 TUB
• Protein Supplement Feed

CALVING 
SUPPLIES

We’ve got all 
your livestock 

salt needs
White, Hi Eddi, Cobalt
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WE’RE PROUD OF 
OUR INGREDIENTS

AND THE FARMERS 
WHO GROW THEM

WE’RE HEREWE’RE HERE
TO SERVE AREA FARMERSTO SERVE AREA FARMERS

• Auto Parts • Tools & Equipment
• Heavy Duty Truck Parts
• Hardware • Houseware • Yard
• Garden • Janitorial Supplies

809 E Main St • Sidney, MT | 406-433-6430809 E Main St • Sidney, MT | 406-433-6430
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MSU To Host Inaugural 
Montana Agritourism 
Conference May 3

Submitted by MSU News
Bozeman – The Montana State University College 

of Agriculture and Montana Agritourism Fellows Program 
will host a new conference focused on the confluence of 
agriculture and tourism on Friday, May 3, on the MSU 
campus. The event will include speakers, educational 
sessions, and networking opportunities for attendees.

The conference, titled “Building Agritourism from 
the Ground Up: Inviting You to the Table,” will run from 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. in the Strand Union Building. It is the 
culmination of a year of collaboration and learning by 
the first-ever cohort of the Montana Agritourism Fellows 
Program, which was established in 2022 to engage 
Montana producers in developing an environment of 
agritourism in the state. The event is also supported 
by the Western Sustainable Agriculture Research and 
Education program, for which MSU has served as the 
host institution since 2018.

Registration for the conference costs $50 per per-
son and the deadline to register is April 19. A full agenda 
and registration can be found at www.montanaagritour-
ism.com/events-2-1.

The 14 members of the Montana Agritourism Fel-
lows Program came from nine Montana communities. 
Over a year, they visited sustainable agritourism opera-
tions across the state and learned about management, 
business, media relations, and other relevant topics.

Topics covered at the event will include starting an 
agritourism business; marketing and communication; 
funding opportunities and initiatives focused on agri-
tourism; public engagement; and more. Speakers will 
include Cole Mannix, Old Salt Co-op founder, Helmville; 
Nick DeCastro, LandTrust founder of recreation access 
network, Bozeman; and Glenna Brown and Elena Bigart, 
University of Montana’s Institute for Tourism and Rec-
reation Research.

“Our conference is designed to bring together 
industry leaders and professionals from various back-
grounds in tourism, agriculture, education, community 
development, and more,” said Shannon Arnold, MSU’s 
Department of Agricultural and Technology Education 
professor and a member of the leadership team for the 
Montana Agritourism Fellows Program. “We are look-
ing forward to a day of insightful discussions, learning 
from experts, and networking with peers from around 
the industry.”

Along with Arnold, the program is led by Dustin 
Perry, Department of Agricultural and Technology Ed-
ucation head; Kim Woodring, Toole County Extension 
agent; and Beth Shirley, MSU’s Department of English 
technical communication assistant professor.

USDA Releases 2022 Census Of Agriculture Data
Agricultural statistics provided down to the county level

Submitted by Logan 
Kruse, Montana 

Department 
of Agriculture 

Communications 
Officer

Helena – The U.S. 
Department of Agricul-
ture’s (USDA) Nation-
al Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) has an-
nounced the results of 
the 2022 Census of Ag-
riculture, spanning more 
than 6 million data points 
about America’s farms 
and ranches and the peo-
ple who operate them 
down to the county level. 
The information collected 
directly from producers 
shows a decrease in the 
total number of Montana 
farms. The data shows an 
increase in the number of 
new and beginning (oper-
ating 10 or fewer years on 
any farm) as well as young 
(under the age of 35) pro-
ducers in Montana. The 
full Census of Agriculture 
report as well as publica-
tion dates for additional ag 
census data products can 
be found at nass.usda.
gov/AgCensus. Ag census 
data can also be found in 
NASS’s searchable online 
database, Quick Stats.

“We are pleased to 
provide updated Census 
of Agriculture data to all 
those who serve U.S. 
agriculture, especially 
the producers who gave 
their time to complete the 
questionnaire. Census 
of Agriculture data tell a 
story. This comprehensive 
snapshot every five years 
helps data users to see 
trends, shifts in the indus-
try over time, and helps 

producers do business,” 
said NASS Administrator 
Hubert Hamer. “Overall, 
though there are always 
changes across U.S. ag-
riculture, the data remain 
largely consistent with 
the previous ag census. 
Data users will also notice 
some new data on the 
topics of hemp, precision 
agriculture, and internet 
access.”

Ag census data pro-
vides a valuable insight 
into demographics, eco-
nomics, land use, and ac-
tivities on Montana farms 
and ranches such as:

• There were 24,266 
farms and ranches in 
Montana, down 10.3% 
from 2017 on 57.6 million 
acres a decrease of 1%.

• Family-owned and 
operated farms accounted 
for 92.8% of all Montana 
farms and operated 80% 
of land in farms.

•  Montana farms 
and ranches produced 
$4.54 billion in agricultural 
products, up from $3.52 
billion in 2017. The ma-
jority (55%) of the sales 
were from crop sales. 
The grains, oilseeds, dry 
beans, and dry peas cat-
egory led with 43.0% of all 
sales, followed by cattle 
(38.6%). With farm pro-
duction expenses of $4.36 
billion, Montana farms had 
net cash income of $1.14 
billion. Average farm in-
come rose to $46,889.

• 83.6% of Montana 
farms had internet access 
in 2022, a slight increase 
from 81.4% in 2017. How-
ever, 78.7% of farms and 
ranches across the Unit-
ed States had internet 

access.
• A total of 2,544 Mon-

tana farms and ranches 
used renewable ener-
gy producing systems 
compared to 2,555 farms 
in 2017. Nearly all the 
Montana farms (85%) 
with renewable energy 
systems reported using 
solar panels.

• In 2022, 931 Mon-
tana farms sold directly 
to consumers, with sales 
of $15.7 million. Value of 
sales increased .3% from 
2017.

• The 1,080 farms 
with sales of $1 million 
or more were 4.5% of 
Montana farms and repre-
sented 98.7% of sales and 
government payments. 
The 13,723 Montana 
farms (57%) with sales of 
$50,000 or less account-
ed for 2.6% of sales and 
government payments in 
Montana.

• The average age 
of all Montana producers 
was 59.3. The average 
age in 2017 was 58.2 
years.

• There were 11,724 
Montana farmers with 
10 or fewer years of ex-
perience, an increase in 
the number of beginning 
farmers from 2017 of 7%. 
Beginning farmers in Mon-
tana are younger than all 
farmers, with an average 
age of 46.9.

• The number of Mon-
tana producers under age 
35 was 3,689, comprising 
8% of all Montana pro-
ducers.

• In 2022, 17,830 fe-
male producers account-
ed for 40% of all Montana 
producers, compared to 

36% of all U.S. producers. 
Sixty-seven percent of all 
Montana farms had at 
least one female decision 
maker.

“The 2022 Census of 
Agriculture can be used to 
help communicate the sto-
ry surrounding Montana 
agriculture as it stands 
today and its pace of rapid 
change,” said Montana 
Department of Agriculture 
Director Christy Clark. 
“This data helps farmers 
and ranchers make vital 
decisions on their oper-
ations as well as helping 
direct us as a department 
towards providing top tier 
support to our producers 
through our programs and 
services.”

The  na t iona l  re -
sponse rate for the 2022 
Census of Agriculture was 
61%; more than 40% of 
responses were submit-
ted online. Montana’s re-
sponse rate for the 2022 
Census of Agriculture was 
59.3%; more than 40% of 
responses were submitted 
online. Ag census data 
highlight publications are 
available at nass.usda.
gov/Publications/High-
lights. 

First conducted in 
1840 in conjunction with 
the decennial Census and 
conducted since 1997 by 
USDA NASS, the fed-
eral statistical agency 
responsible for producing 
official data about U.S. 
agriculture, the Census 
of Agriculture remains 
the most comprehensive 
agricultural data for every 
state and county in the 
nation.



NEW MISCELLANEOUS EQUIPMENT

TOUGH EQUIPMENT FOR TOUGH JOBS

ADDITIONAL INVENTORY COMING SOON

New Tractors
Case IH Puma 240 &185
Case IH Maxxum 115

New Tillage
Case IH 475 Speed Tiller, 27ft

Tractors
Case IH Maxxum 150 & 135
Case IH Puma 165
Case Ih Farmall 40C

Haying
Case IH WD1505 & WD2105

Tillage
Speed Tiller 475 21ft

Skid Steers
Case SV280B

Compact Track Loaders
Case TR310B

Combines
Case IH 8250 AFS

Danuser Pallet Forks - 48”, 4000lb
Danuser Hydraulic Post Hole Digger & Augers
Garfield 10’ drag scraper
Danuser Hammer post pounder
Patriot Pivot Track Filler
Parma 30’ Mulcher

Danuser T8 & T7 Hornet Post Pounders
Danuser Intimidator Tree & Post Puller
Unverferth 2620 Seed Tender
AGI VRX Grain Vac
Twin Star G3-7 Rake
Westfield 10-73 Auger & 8-36 Auger

New Haying Equipment
Case IH RB565 Premium

New Skidsteer Attachment
Case IH 72” Brush Mowers
Case IH 84” Angle Broom
Case IH Snow Pushers & Buckets 

Used Skid Steer
2015 Case IH TR270 ....................................$42,900
2019 New Holland L334 ...............................$57,500

Used Combine
2023 Case IH 8250AFX ..............................$550,000

THE EQUIPMENT YOU NEED TO RUN YOUR FARM!

CASE IH PUMA 185 RB565 ROUND BALER CASE IH PUMA 240 CASE IH SPEED TILLER

NOW HIRING ADDITIONAL SERVICE TECHNICIANS
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