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By Anna Dragseth
COVID-19 continues to impact activity around the world, with the agriculture 

industry being no exception. 
The pandemic has hampered exports of American agricultural products, 

disrupted processing and marketing channels by shutting down restaurant sales, 
and many meatpackers have slowed production at meat plants, and some have 
even temporarily closed. Prices of agricultural commodities are dropping, and low 
prices are expected to persist for months.

According to an updated economics report published in April by the Food and 
Agricultural Policy Research Institute at the University of Missouri, U.S.  farmers, 
who have already been hurt by U.S. trade disputes, are projected to lose up to 
$20 billion in net income for 2020.

"Probably the biggest sector of agriculture that is feeling the hit from COVID-19 
is the livestock industry. I am sure that most everyone has seen or heard of reports 
of milk being dumped, pigs being disposed of, and chicken eggs being broken. 
Although we don't have any large producers of milk, poultry, or pigs in our area, this 
and other factors are still taking a toll on the cattle and sheep markets," explained 
Richland County Extension Agent Tim Fine.  

During the COVID-19 pandemic, producers are facing uncertain times. So in 

President Donald Trump announced a new $19 billion Coronavirus Food Assis-

tance Program on Friday, April 17. This relief package will entail $16 billion in 
direct payments to farmers and ranchers and $3 billion in agriculture spending. 

According to a statement released on April 17, by Senator John Hoeven, (ND),
chairman of the Senate Agriculture Appropriations Committee, $9.6 billion will go 
to the livestock industry – with $5.1 billion for cattle, $2.9 billion for dairy, and $1.6 
billion for hogs. On top of that, $3.9 billion will be paid to row crop producers, $2.1
billion for specialty crop farmers, and $500 million for other crops. 

According to the statement, producers will receive a single payment determined 
using two calculations which includes price losses that occurred Jan. 1-April 15, 
(producers will be compensated for 85% of price losses during this time period) 
and expected losses from April 15 through the next two quarters (which will cover 
30% of expected losses).

The payment limit is $125,000 per commodity, with an overall limit of $250,000 

decrease between January and April. 
In addition to this, the United States Department of Agriculture will also be 

spending $3 billion in purchases of agriculture products, including meat, dairy and 
produce to support producers and provide food to those in need. The USDA will 
work with local and regional food distributors, to provide food to food banks, as
well as community and faith-based organizations.

Ag Producers Feeling The 
Impact Of COVID-19
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Belfield, North Dakota | 701-590-1157

Construction & Pole Buildings

Serving Western 
North Dakota

Paid for by Ler for HD 35 | Shandon Erickson, Treasurer | 109 12th Ave SW, Sidney MT 59270

BRANDON

LER
Republican for HD 35

Ler for HD35 lerforrichland@gmail.com 406-480-5687

Conservative • Businessman • Rancher
Pro-Life • Pro-Gun • More Liberty • Less Taxes

Agri Industries Offers 
These Services:

• Valley® Pivot Sales • Installation Services & Parts
• Floating Irrigation Pumps • Installation & Repair
• Electrical • Pipelines • Heating & Cooling
• Water Well Drilling & Well Maintainence • Full Parts Counter
• Plumbing • Trenching • Boring • Directional Drilling

“We Can Do It All! 
No Subs Needed.”

www.agriindustries.com | Licensed in MT, ND & WY

Valley® Pivot Sales Installation Services & Parts • Floating Irrigation Pumps Installation & Repair • Pipeline

Sidney, MT ............................. 1775 S Central Ave ... 406-488-8066
Billings, MT .............................. 2639 Belknap Ave ... 406-248-4418
Miles City, MT ........................2106 S Haynes Ave ... 406-234-2309
Williston, ND .................................3105 2nd St W ... 701-572-0767
Powell, WY .........................................863 Road 8 ... 307-754-7204

“WE CAN DO IT ALL! 
NO SUBS NEEDED.”

www.agriindustries.com | Licensed in MT, ND & WY

Services Offered By Valley® at 
Your Local Valley Dealer:

TIME TO MAKE SURE YOUR PIVOTS 
ARE READY FOR THE SEASON!

Sidney, MT ............................. 1775 S Central Ave ... 406-488-8066
Billings, MT .............................. 2639 Belknap Ave ... 406-248-4418
Miles City, MT ........................2106 S Haynes Ave ... 406-234-2309
Williston, ND .................................3105 2nd St W ... 701-572-0767
Powell, WY .........................................863 Road 8 ... 307-754-7204
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By NDSU Ag Communication

-

-

NDSU Extension Helps Farmers 
And Ranchers Cope With Stress

NDSU Extension agriculture and natural resources agent Paige Brummund 

of an early snowfall. (NDSU photo)

(continued on page 7)
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Office: 406-742-5312
Dispatcher: 701-844-1234

Fairview, Montana

• Truck And 
Trailer Repair

• DOT Inspections

• Tire Sales And 
Repair

• Auto And Truck 
Services

• Farm Equipment 
Repair And Parts
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1601 S Central Ave
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433-3858
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433-3858
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Ask About Other Varieties | Call & Book Today
Office: 701-453-3300

Blake Cell: 701-240-8748
Mark Cell: 701-240-9507
Dave Cell: 701-833-2448
Tyler Cell: 701-720-2963

www.birdsallgrainandseed.com

Your Full Service Agronomy Center
• Bulk & Bagged Seed Sales
• Seed Cleaning • Fertilizer & NH3
• Crop Protection & Scouting
• Custom Application

BARLEY
• Certified Tradition
• Certified AAC 

Synergy
• Certified LCS 

Odyssey

HRSW
• Certified ND-VitPro
• Certified LCS 

Breakaway
• Certified LCS 

Rebel
• Certified LCS 

Cannon
• Certified TCG-

Heartland
• Certified TCG-

Spitfire
• Certified TCG-

Stalwart

• Certified SY 
Ingmar

• Certified SY 
Rockford

• Certified SY Valda
• Certified SY 

Longmire
• Certified SY 

McCloud
• Certified WB9479
• Certified WB9590
• Certified WB9653
• Certified WB9719
• Certified Ambush

SOYBEAN
• Certified NDSU 

ND-Henson 
conventional

• Certified NDSU 
ND17009GT 

Glyphosate 
Tolerant

• Champion
• Integra
• NorthStar Genetics
• Proseed

LENTIL
• Registered ND-

Eagle small green
• Certified Avondale 

medium green
• Certified CDC 

Richlea medium 
green

• Certified CDC 
Maxim CL small 
red

FLAX
• Common York
• Common CDC 

Glas

DURUM
• Certified Divide
• Certified VT Peak
• Certified TCG-

Bright
• Certified Joppa
• Certified Carpio
• Certified ND-Grano
• Certified ND-

Riverland

YELLOW PEAS
• Certified AAC 

Carver
• Certified AC 

Earlystar
• Certified CDC 

Treasure
• Certified AAC Profit
• Certified Hyline

Birdsall
Grain & Seed LLC.
“A Farmer’s Seed Company”

Seed Available Spring 2020
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By Johnathan Hettinger
The beef supply chain in the United States typically starts on a ranch like Marty 

With Beef Backlogged And The Market In Flux, Montana Cattle 
Ranchers Face Tough Choices

(continued on from page 4)
NDSU Extension Helps With Stress...
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By NDSU Ag Communication
Field peas may be an alternative to distillers grains 

a low enough cost, according to a North Dakota State 
University Extension livestock systems specialist.

Distillers grains are a coproduct of producing eth-
anol from corn.

“Distillers grains are a very palatable feed that 
usually has a feed test of 30% crude protein dry-matter 

Carrington Research Extension Center. “Typically, dried 
distillers grains are priced at 110% to 120% of the price 
of corn grain per ton. When priced on cost per pound 
of crude protein, distillers grains traditionally have been 
a very low-cost protein source. Also, distillers grains 
have a high energy value, making them both a protein 
and an energy feed.”

However, ethanol plants have reduced production 
or closed temporarily, so the price of distillers grains 

dried distillers grains (50% moisture) have risen from 
$65 to $90 per ton.

-
ular choice in cattle rations. But when price increases and/or availability is limited, 
cattle producers look for options.”

cooler climates and not usually planted where corn is prevalent. However, North 

Hoppe says.
Field peas are 25% to 27% crude protein and contain a high amount of starch. 

Field peas are very palatable once cattle become accustomed to the grain. 

Field peas can be fed in amounts similar to corn. If producers want to include 

slowly, similar to corn.

replacement for corn energy,” Hoppe says.

prices are considerably higher than feed grain prices. However, recently the de-

looking for other markets.

for a 25% to 27% (DM basis) crude protein feed.
“If dried distiller grains are $180 per ton for 30% (DM basis) crude protein, 

Field peas are not a direct substitution for distiller grains, though. Distillers 
grains have been through a fermentation process to remove most of the starch 
and sugars. Field peas are high in starch, and including them in livestock diets
at high rates may cause acidosis, a nutritional issue caused by cattle consuming 
too much starch.

-
centration into the ration, will reduce acidosis issues,” Hoppe says.

Field peas have yellow and green seeds, and difference may exist in protein 

a feed source for cattle.”
He notes that North Dakota also produces other protein sources that producers 

soybean meal. Whole soybeans can be used as a protein source when limited to 
less than 4 pounds in a cow diet. Wheat midds and alfalfa hay can be considered
as protein sources as well.

Field Peas Possible 
Alternative to Distillers Grains
Field Peas May Be An Alternative To Distillers Grains As A Protein 
Source In Cattle Feed Field peas are very palatable once 

cattle become accustomed to the grain. 
(NDSU photo)



223 Main Williston, ND • 701-774-4110
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Helping you grow
As you plant new crops, take care of calving, or 
add to your herd, we’re here to help you get the 
equipment, facilities and operating cash you need to 
grow.

Visit with our ag lending professionals to help you 
build your operation.

Give us a call: we’ll provide peace of mind to keep 
you growing in today’s farm and ranch economy.

Bob Rude Jacob BrokawKurt Nielson Aaron Granley

AMERICAN STATE BANK
AND TRUST COMPANY

Banking, the American State Way.
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By NDSU Ag Communication
Sheep producers need to keep their marketing options open during the COVID-19 

outbreak, says Travis Hoffman, North Dakota State University Extension sheep spe-
cialist.

“We are undoubtedly in a different time than expected for livestock producers 

The lamb industry is highly dependent on the currently non-existent restaurant 

-
tations, but this has not been sustained as people load their refrigerators and freezers.

-

One option is for a producer to sell a live ani-
mal (prior to slaughter) directly to a consumer. The 
animal then goes through a custom-exempt plant. 
That plant is exempt from continuous inspection 
and only can slaughter and process livestock for 

and nonpaying guests. The packages of meat 

-
dise meat products, a limiting factor is the need 

originating from state-inspected facilities can 

interstate commerce.

-

-

-
ta-state-equal-plants.

markets for producers to develop alternatives for 

The COVID-19 pandemic is forcing sheep produces to look for new ways to 
market their lambs. (NDSU photo) NDSUSheepMarket-TSLN-050220

Sheep Producers Need To Keep 
Marketing Options Open



WHEN A HOSE FAILS, 
SO DOES YOUR PRODUCTIVITY.

Untimely hydraulic hose failures 

can cost you in labor, materials and 

productivity. Minimize disruption to

your operations and avoid possible 

collateral damage. We have bulk

hoses and fittings for a broad range

of applications, from low- and 

high-pressure fluid systems to 

air-conditioning systems. Stop by to

let us inspect and replace distressed 

hose assemblies before they fail.

We know your equipment. That’s why we stock a full range of competitively priced genuine hose 

assemblies and bulk components to get your machine up and running in no time. We use high-

quality, name-brand replacement hose assembly components that provide performance, safety 

and durability. Every replacement hose assembly offers four times the value of the hose’s working-

pressure-to-burst-pressure ratio. 

©2018 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries
or affiliates. CNH Industrial Genuine Parts is a trademark in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.   www.caseih.com

MRC

TRUST US FOR PREVENTATIVE HYDRAULIC HOSE MAINTENANCE. SEE US TODAY!

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT, INC.
2429 W HOLLY STREET
SIDNEY, MT 592709213
406-488-4400
www.tri-cnty.com
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Monday, April 27 - Montana - Governor Steve Bullock sent
a letter to U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Sonny 
Perdue to allow some local processing in order to avoid food 
waste and get local meat to Montana food banks for Montan-
ans hardest hit by the impacts of COVID-19.

The USDA recently denied a request by the Montana
Department of Livestock to consider modified protocols
that would allow selected processors to process some local 
demand from Montana producers and farmers, instead of
continuing to require that product be processed at facilities 
that are increasingly reaching capacity.

“I believe the request by our state meat inspection author-
ities is a reasonable step that should be approved,” Governor
Bullock wrote in the letter. “Our proposed protocols would
enforce the intent of our food safety regulations and ensure 
that food is not wasted at a time when many Montanans need 
access to food during this crisis.”

-
ance would cut down on food waste and allow Montana-pro-
duced food to go to local food banks, getting local meat and 
food to families hardest hit by the impacts of COVID-19.

Governor Bullock also asked the USDA to encourage
new ideas to reduce barriers for Montana meat processing 
capacity and improve markets for rural producers in Montana 
over the long term.

Governor 
Bullock Presses 
USDA To Allow 
Locally Produced 
Meat To Go 
To Montanans 
Hardest Hit 
By COVID-19 
Pandemic



We’re proud to be a Reinke dealer and represent a company that was born, 
raised and still rooted in agriculture. Reinke is an independent company that 
cares more about building great irrigation systems than returning dividends 
to stockholders. Just like us, Reinke values honesty, trust, common sense 
and tradition. If those things are important to you too, come see us to 
learn more about high-performance Reinke irrigation systems.

A R E  F I R M LY  P L A N T E D  I N  A G R I C U LT U R E
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Submitted by Tasha Gibby
Bozeman, MT - April 29 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) an-

nounced today a $15 million investment to help support the adoption of innova-

for national Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG). CIG projects inspire creative 
problem-solving solutions that boost production on farms, ranches and private 
forests and improve natural resources. 

partners on the next generation of agricultural conservation solutions,” said 
Tom Watson, State Conservationist in Montana. “Conservation Innovation 

-
ment, testing and research of conservation technologies, practices, systems 
and approaches on private lands. Grantees must match the CIG investment 
at least one to one.

All U.S.-based non-Federal entities and individuals are eligible to apply. 
Complete funding announcement information can be accessed through the 

of promising conservation approaches and is distinct from the $25 million 
announced on March 12 for On-Farm Conservation Innovation Trials. On-

includes a Soil Health Demonstration Trial.
-

Administration, Department of Interior, Department of Energy and others to 

initiative to align resources, programs, and research to position American 

to stimulate innovation so that American agriculture can achieve the goal of in-

USDA Announces $15 
Million For Conservation

Innovation Grants
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Submitted by Rebecca Colnar, Ag News Wire
The Senate has passed by unanimous consent H.R. 266, the Paycheck Protec-

tion Program and Health Care Enhancement Act. The House is scheduled to vote 
Thursday, April 23 and President Trump announced he would sign the bill into law. 

The American Farm Bureau, along with the Montana Farm Bureau, supports 
passage of H.R. 266 and has sent a letter to the House. This bill expands farmer 
and rancher eligibility for the Small Business Administration (SBA) Economic In-
jury Disaster Loan (EIDL) program, providing additional funding for the Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) and includes necessary funding for hospitals and rural 
health clinics.

Since the Coronavirus was detected in the United States and Montana, 
information has been rampant as agriculture, small businesses, restaurants, 

this disruptive time.
For farmers and ranchers, trying to determine where to go for help and infor-

keep in mind that programs and the available government relief funds available 
are ever-changing.

National Assistance
U.S. Department of Agriculture
The USDA has a dedicated COVID-19 link on its website that provides up-

dated information on all USDA programs. For complete information visit: usda.
gov/coronavirus. 

CARES Act and other federal resources that can help support rural America. 
Opportunities are categorized by customer and assistance type. Look for the Ag-
ricultural Producers and Ranchers category. This matrix provides a link to each of 

-

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), announced on April 17, is a 
new U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) program that will take several actions 
to assist farmers, ranchers, and consumers in response to the COVID-19 national 
emergency. President Trump directed the USDA to craft $16 billion for direct pay-
ments and $3 billion for product purchase to be given to food banks. This immediate 
relief program will provide critical support to our farmers and ranchers, maintain 
the integrity of our food supply chain, and ensure every American continues to 
receive and have access to the food they need.

usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/17/usda-announces-coronavi-
rus-food-assistance-program

Immigration: Regulations surrounding immigration continue to evolve as
President Trump orders a temporary suspension of all immigration; agriculture is 
working hard for an exemption due to the necessity of immigrant labor.

usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/04/15/dhs-and-usda-move-protect-
american-farmers-and-ensure-continued

U.S. Treasury and Small Business Administration (SBA) 
The Treasury and SBA are administering government programs designed to 

assist American workers and small businesses, including agriculture producers.  
These include the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and the Economic Injury 
Disaster Loan program (EIDL) as expanded by Congress under the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. EIDL was formerly not available 
to farmers and ranchers but the Senate-passed version of the Paycheck Protection 
Program and Health Care Enhancement Act expands coverage to agriculture.

Access the link below for an overview of the PPP, including loan eligibility, 
application information and deadlines. Interested producers should consult their 
bankers/ag lenders now to start the application process. Although the program is 
open until June 30, 2020, the Administration encourages persons to apply quickly 
because there is a funding cap, and lenders need time to process loans. 

sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protec-
tion-program-ppp

Montana

to know the rules and recommendations to prevent the spread of the disease. On 

at: dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/cdepi/diseases/coronavirusmt.
The Montana Department of Livestock has addressed the COVID-19 concerns 

by adding information that ranchers, livestock markets and horse owners can follow.
liv.mt.gov/Newsroom/covid-19-guidance-and-recommendations-to-ranchers
liv.mt.gov/Newsroom/covid-19-guidance-to-livestock-markets-and-related-

businesses
http://liv.mt.gov/Newsroom/covid-19-guidance-to-horse-owners
The Montana Food Bank Network distributes food directly to food banks and 

food pantries across the state. It is committed to ensuring everyone in Montana, 
no matter what community they live in, has access to the food they need to thrive.  
Their outreach during COVID-19 includes an extensive list of food banks and 
pantries with an explanation of how those entities are distributing food. 

Find out more at www.mfbn.org.
For additional information on COVID-19, visit the Montana Farm Bureau 

website, www.mfbf.org.

Resources Available To Help 
Consumers, Food Producers 

In COVID-19 Struggle
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Be Sure There’s Nothing Down There
Simply call 811 at least 48 hours in advance

’ N thi D Th

allC BeforeYouDig

A simple reminder for something that is vital: Look up 
& locate overhead power lines before using anything 
tall. Then keep at least 15 feet away.

ookL UpandLocate
3200 W. Holly

Sidney, MT
406-488-1602
www.lyrec.comoooooooooommmmmmmm

GRAIN BIN SPECIALS
Order by End of May,
Get $500 Off
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NDSU, SDSU Extension Holding Cattle
Mineral Program

The Program Will Focus On Beef Cattle Mineral Nutrition To Assist 
Producers In Developing Effective And Cost-Efficient Mineral Programs

By NDSU Ag Communication
“Providing the correct mineral supplement is necessary to ensure optimal 

health, performance and reproduction,” says Janna Block, Extension livestock 
-

sion Center.
The costs of mineral supplementation vary widely, but most estimates are from 

$20 to $50 per cow per year.
“Due to the importance of minerals and the investment required, it is imperative 

for producers to develop a good understanding of mineral supplement options to 
choose the best products for an individual ranch,” Block says.

she adds. “For example, supplementation is complicated by factors such as in-
teractions among certain minerals that can affect requirements and the ability of 
the animal to utilize available minerals.”

Extension professionals in North Dakota and South Dakota are offering an 
educational program focused on beef cattle mineral nutrition to assist producers 

production situations.
The core components of this program include workshops, ranch visits, indi-

vidual follow-up consultations and tools to help producers critically evaluate their 
mineral program and modify it if necessary.

The program typically consists of a one-day workshop in May, followed by 

in October. This year, due to social distancing restrictions, content that typically 
would be presented at the initial meeting in May will be split into four sessions that 
will be delivered to participants via live webinar.

Dates and topics for the webinar series and the presenters are:
• May 19, 6-7:30 p.m. MDT/7-8:30 p.m. CDT - Diagnostics of mineral issues in 

• May 21, 6-7:30 p.m. MDT/7-8:30 p.m. CDT - Mineral program options and 
basic mineral nutrition

impacts mineral intake, Ken Olson, SDSU Extension beef specialist
One of the most important components of this program is collection and anal-

ysis of forage, other feedstuffs and water samples for mineral content. Forage is
one of the main mineral sources for the majority of beef cattle herds; however, 
few producers have used mineral analysis in grazed or harvested forages or other
feeds. Instructors will discuss proper sampling methods and help producers inter-
pret and utilize their information when evaluating mineral programs.

Tools will be provided to monitor mineral consumption throughout the sum-
mer to determine whether cattle are consuming minerals at the appropriate level. 
Presenters will provide tips and tricks to troubleshoot consumption challenges. 
During the summer, SDSU and NDSU Extension personnel plan to conduct ranch 

face-to-face format. That session will include additional information about applied 
mineral nutrition, including suggestions for managing mineral consumption prob-
lems.

Sponsors of the program are Micronutrients, a Nutreco company, and Ward 
Laboratories Inc.

The registration fee for this program is $130 per operation. This helps cover
costs for materials, mileage and ranch consultations. Program participants will 
receive one free forage analysis and one free water analysis, with all subsequent 
samples at a discounted rate for being part of the program. This discount is good
for a 12-month period to allow for analysis of a year-round feeding program.

To register, go to https://extension.sdstate.edu/event/beef-cattle-mineral-nu-

For more information, North Dakota producers should contact their local NDSU
Extension agent or, Block at 701-567-4323 or janna.block@ndsu.edu. South Da-

Minerals are a small but critical component of 
beef cow diets. (NDSU photo)



Available in select geographies. Certain 
restrictions may apply.©2020 Morton 

Buildings, Inc. All rights reserved. 
A listing of GC licenses available at 

mortonbuildings.com/licenses

Introducing Morton Standard - Our 
new line of affordable storage buildings 

with our most popular sizes and 
options, and the Morton quality you 

expect. A classic design, with limited, 
but popular options. From our materials, 

to our craftsmanship, to our best-in-
class warranty, it’s the standard for 

post-frame buildings.
The Morton Standard.

mortonbuilding.com/MortanStandard

Learn more at your 
local sales officeMorton 

Standard
Morton Quality. Classic Designs. Affordable Price.

Sidney, MT 
406-939-2211

Valley City, ND 
701-845-4411

Grafton, ND 
701-352-2882

Bismarck, ND 
701-222-2555

Minot, ND 
701-471-3768

NEW!

349 22nd Ave 
NW, Sidney

406-488-6636   
1-800-967-3795

Check out our facebook page for specials, sales & promotions!

See Us For All Your 
Farm & Vehicle Tires

LEE’S
TIRE AND SERVICE CENTER

Don't Lose Pounds to
Infertile or Subfertile Bulls!

All bulls should have a breeding soundness exam each year. Bulls can 
be fertile one year & go bad the next! 

We can test your bulls according to Society for Theriogenolgy 

(reproduction) standards. When we test bulls we will:

1. Measure the scrotal circumference
2. Palpate internal sex organs
3. Inspect penis & sheath for warts & other problems
4. Collect sperm & observe them under high power microscope for abnormalities.

PLEASE CALL AHEAD!

We do bulls from 12 months to 12 yrs. of age. Larger 

groups of bulls can be done on your ranch. Individuals 

& trailer loads can be done Monday-Friday in the clinic.

Williston, ND
701-572-7878

1-800-828-6681
Doctors Lee Garbel, Jody Smith, Heidi Folden, Shayla Sorenson & Melanie Philippi
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Montana Pork Producers Council (MPPC) recognizes the importance of evok-
ing the Defense Production Act for Meat and Poultry. Providing federal guidance 
to packing plants to ensure they can remain open, the Executive Order signed 
by President Trump on Tuesday evening is an unprecedented action for unprec-
edented times in the agricultural industry.

MPPC looks forward to seeing additional details of a plan to ensure workers 
remain in a safe environment while providing these essential food processing 
services. “We expect our processors to continue following the guidance issued 
by CDC and OSHA to ensure worker safety,” says Anne Miller, Executive Director 
of MPPC. “This recent announcement provides a clear path for the Secretary of 
Agriculture to take a leadership role in keeping our packing plants open through 
this time period and we urge this leadership to provide vital resources to our meat 
processing infrastructure, such as masks and accelerated testing capabilities.”

This is progress in bridging the gap between hungry communities and the 
pork producers working to get their animals to market. However, farmers across 
the nation still face agonizing decisions to euthanize and dispose of pigs they are 
unable to sell. MPPC would like to see further steps to support these farms in both 
the actual process and to address the mental health needs after the process has 
occurred. “I am receiving calls from Montana producers that I consider friends, wor-
ried about what they will be forced to do if their hogs are unable to go into the food 
supply and they are out of space,” Miller explains. “They are going to need help.”

Montana Pork Producers Council 
Encouraged by Resources 

Provided in Defense Production 
Act for Meat and Poultry
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New Seeding, Tillage, Sprayers
Case IH Precision Air 100 Pull-Type Sprayer

New Haying Equipment In Stock
Pro Ag 1400 Bale Mover • Twinstar G3-7 Rake

Case IH 1504 Windrower • Case IH RB565 Round Baler 

Used Haying Equipment In Stock
2003 CaseIH RB562, twine & mesh ..................... $22,000

THE EQUIPMENT YOU NEED
TO RUN YOUR FARM!

CASE IH MAGNUM 310

CASE IH RB 565 ROUND BALER

CASE IH TV380 SKIDSTEER

CASE IH FARMALL 40B

Used Lawn Mowers
2016 Grasshopper 729, liquid cooled, 72" deck, mulching kit ... $9,500
(2) 2013 Grasshopper 930D, 72" deck, diesel engine ........... $7,900
2012 Grasshopper 725D, 61" deck, bagger, 554 hours ........ $8,900

Used Combine Headers
2013 Case IH 3152, 40’, uppercross auger kit, 
transport .............................................. $40,000

Lease Returns Available
Magnum 310CVT • Puma 165

Used Skid Steers
2015 TV380 Track Loader, 1400 Hrs, good condition ...$41,500

New Miscellaneous In Stock
Danuser Palet Forks - 48”, 4000lb

Danuser Hydraulic Post Hole Digger & Augers
Danuser T3 Hydraulic Post Drivers

Rem VRX grain vac • Garfield 10' drag scraper
Danuser Hammer post pounder

Shulte FX1800 Rotary Mower • Parma 30' Land Plane

Miscellaneous Used Equipment
2013 Haybuster 2650 bale processor ................. $15,000
2013 Degelman model 46/5700, 14', hydraulic angle, mounts 
for MX series Magnum tractors ............................ $8,900
John Deere 520 Shredder, 20', good condition ...... $14,000

New Grabtech Skidsteer Grapple Buckets In Stock!
 Phoenix Rotary Harrow 60', very nice condition, consigned ...$20,000

New Tractor
Case IH Farmall 40B

Used Tractors In Stock
New Holland 9682, 4600 Hrs, Trelleborg duals, weight 
kit, EZ-steer guidance ............................ $69,000

Used Seeding, Tillage, Sprayers
Brandt 5B4000 suspended boom sprayer, 90' booms ... $19,900
John Deere 2100 inline ripper ........................ $3,500
Case IH 415 Mulcher, 25' .............................. $7,900


