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Drought Conditions Leads To 
Shortage In Hay For Area Producers

By Anna Dragseth
Ranchers across the Midwest are facing a shortage of forage due to this 

across the state reported a 51-75% reduction in hay with reductions of 76-100% 

-

-

-

-

-
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Serving Farm & Ranch Tire Needs For Over 60 Years!

• On-The-Farm & In-The-Field Tire Service
• Quality Firestone Tractor & Implement Tires

 Straight Talk
 Honest Service
 Fair Prices

1601 S. Central • Sidney, MT | 433-3858 (After-Hours Call Forwarding To Service Rep) | Mon-Fri: 7am - 5:30pm • Sat: 7am - 12pm

IN-THE-FIELD
FARM TIRE
SERVICE

WE’RE READY TO 
SERVE YOU!
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From left, Kristan, Henri, Lane, Shelly, Ledger (holding photo of Luther, Florence, Christine and 
Lars Haugen), and Les Haugen. (Submitted photo)

Haugen Ranch Chosen As NDSA Rancher Of The Year
-

-

-

-
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3200 W. Holly • Sidney, MT | 406-488-1602 • www.lyrec.coop

Clean, Affordable Electric Heat!

See us for low rates & rebates on electric heat!

Those Truly In Need 
Don’t Have To Go Cold

Lower Yellowstone REC has provided funds to Energy Share. 
Energy Share is therefore able to help 

Lower Yellowstone REC households who 
are having trouble paying their bill.

Call Action for Eastern Montana
406-377-3564 • 1-800-227-0703ENERGY SHARE of MONTANA

Book, Game & Food Drive On Now!
October is Co-op Month

Unfortunately, our seniors have felt the impact of social isolation with the 
COVID-19 restrictions.  In an effort to shine light on this, LYREC will be 
collecting books, puzzles, games, crafts and food items throughout the 

month of October.  The donations will be distributed to several organizations 
throughout our service territory.

The Richland County Food Bank is continuously in need of donations. All non-
expired food donations are greatly appreciated.  

There will be a bin placed in the front of LYREC office for donations.   If you 
would like to make a monetary donation, please call our office at 406-488-1602.    
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The Roundup 18th Annual Harvest Festival: 
Sugar Days 2021

Environmental Impact Statement 
Completed For Fort Peck Dam 

 Flows may drastically impact local instigators. Review period ends Oct. 25. 
By USACE Omaha District

Fort Peck, MT - The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District has publicly 

from Fort Peck Dam, MT.

listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act of 1973.

discusses uncertainties, and considerations for implementation.

-

of Decision to select an alternative for implementation and other commitments.

comment letter. 

Make It With Sugar Contest

cakes, cookies, pies, candy, breads and rolls, and other. The expert judges 

$500 Grand Harvest Festival Prize

cards from local merchants!

Sugar Beet Decorating Contest 

Verhasselt Wins Harvest Festival Grand Prize
Congratulations Carla Verhasselt, Sidney, MT, winner of $350 in gift cards 

registered at East-Mont Enterprises Inc., Sidney. 



Mon-Kota, Inc.
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Grasshoppers 
Wreaking Havoc  
On Crops & 
Pastures

By Anna Dragseth
Farmers across the area have taken a blow this year; a combination of 

the devastating drought and a sky-rocketing population of grasshoppers has 

“I believe that a majority of our farmers and ranchers are dealing with some 
level of damage from the grasshoppers, ranging from light damage to some 

grasshoppers and how much was drought,” said Tim Fine, MSU Richland 

This year was a superb year for grasshoppers because dry weather in-
creases the survival of nymphs and adults, and warm autumns allow the pests 

Grasshopper outbreaks are usually followed by several years of hot, dry 
summers and warm falls; these conditions allow grasshopper populations to 

Grasshoppers also compete heavily with grazing livestock for forage; they 

feeding, if coupled with drought conditions, is prone to causing long-term de-

grasshopper damage by properly managing their range through proper stocking 

Cropland takes a heavy hit when grasshopper populations are dense and 

of the potential for grasshoppers to move into row crops after small grains have 

He said, “Grasshoppers seem to come and go in waves, some years we have 

grasshopper population so there is no way to predict now what the future will 
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Prizes For Each Age Group!
5 & under | 6-8 years | 9-12 years

Starting Oct 11, beets available at:
Fairview ...............Neu’s Super Valu/Powder Keg
Savage .................. Valley Fuel-Cross Petroleum
Sidney ......... The Roundup/Frontier Tires & Glass

Drop your decorated beet off at

Neu’s Super Valu
Wed & Thurs, Oct 20 & 21

 Prizes will be awarded & pictures taken on 
Thurs, Oct 21 from 5-6:30pm at 

Neu’s Super Valu
Sponsored by The Roundup, Powder Keg & Neu’s Super Valu.

SUGAR BEET
DECORATING CONTEST!
In Conjunction with Harvest Days 2021

18th Annual

2nd place 5 & under category Eliza Carico, 5, East Fairview 
with her unicorn and kitty beets.
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Reinke Recognizes  
Mon-Kota, Inc. Technician 
With PLUS Program 
Longevity Award

Submitted by Brooke 
Behrendt, 

Public Relations 
Counsel

Deshler, NE - Reinke 
Manufacturing, a global 
leader in irrigation systems 
and technology, has recog-

Roberts, Fairview, with a 

received the award in rec-
ognition of his dedication 

-

full-service Reinke dealers and includes a series of six courses 
-

-
tations of quality, service and innovation,” said Jennifer Craig, 
Reinke technical training and documentation administrator. 
“By dedicating themselves to continuous training, Roberts 
has shown that he is ready to serve the growers in his area. 

-
complishment and Reinke is proud to honor their commitment 
as they continue to take care of our systems and customers.”

be earned each year either through online or in-class training. 

trained to deliver the most advanced technical service and 
support to customers.

With hundreds of dealers in more than 40 countries, 

manufacturer of center pivot and lateral move irrigation sys-
tems. Family owned since 1954 and headquartered in Deshler, 
NE, Reinke develops products and technology designed to 
increase agriculture production while providing labor savings 

satellite-based communications, and touchscreen panel 
capabilities into mechanized irrigation system management. 
For more information on Reinke or to locate a dealership, 
visit Reinke.com.

Lyle Roberts

CASE IH TOOLS TO 
GET THE JOB DONE

CASE IH TOOLS—FOR THE TECHNICIAN IN YOU
Your projects need the right tools. Our Case IH-branded tools and tool storage products are strong and 

expertly crafted, so you can tackle any repair, fix or installation challenge with ease. Plus, they’re backed 

by a lifetime warranty. That means you can get the job done right—every time, for a long time.

Get the tools you need to manage every project and boost your productivity.

Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V.,its subsidiaries or affiliates. CNH Industrial Genuine Parts is a trademark in the 
United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. www.caseih.com

MRC

TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT, INC.
2429 W HOLLY STREET
SIDNEY, MT 59270
406-488-4400
www.tri-cnty.com
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McKenzie County Breaks Ground  
On Its New Ag Expo

A ground breaking was held on the site of the new facility on Sept. 29. Pictured from left, Tim Nelson, Janel Lee, Brenda Lautenschlager, Glen Beard, Craig
Hystad, Chris Kuball, Howdy Lawlar and Tim Jorgenson. (Photo by Kathy Taylor)

By Anna Dragseth
On Wednesday, Sept. 29 McKenzie County community members gathered at 

the new fairgrounds construction site to celebrate the new Ag Expo. 
The event featured remarks from building committee members Tim Jorgen-

son, Howdy Lawlar, and Chris Kubal - all of whom were instrumental in getting 
this project off the ground. 

The celebration was designed to showcase the 2+ years of hard work by 
the building committee, design and construction team, the McKenzie County 
Fair Board, and McKenzie County to move forward in the process of making this 
building a reality. 

“We were very excited to have the opportunity to talk more about the project 
and to thank the people who have played a large role in making the project hap-
pen,” said Emily Huso, ICON Architects Marketing Coordinator.

This new building will be a big improvement from the previous fairground 
location and buildings. Huso added, “The current Fairgrounds are undersized, 
dated, and do not accommodate the growth of McKenzie County.”

The new location will have 212 acres of land and a 112,000 square feet building
that will provide more space and accessibility for fairgoers and events. 

It will include an exhibition hall for various recreational and social events such 
as trade shows and conferences, as well as private events such as weddings or 
corporate events. The livestock pavilion will hold shows, cattle ties, sheep and hog 
pens, and up to 200 horse stalls. An outdoor arena will be onsite and available to
host rodeo shows as well as expanded equestrian and roping events throughout 
the year. 

The all-season building will accommodate students and other user groups such 
as 4H, FFA, Rodeo Association and their events, shows, educational activities, 
among other opportunities.

Huso said, “The building will provide the next generation an agriculture-focused
space of their own; an investment in the future of agriculture in the McKenzie 
County region.”

The project is expected to be completed by the spring of 2023.
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111 West Main Street • Sidney, MT | 406-433-3306

“Make It With Sugar” Registration Blank
Name: 
Address: 
Phone: 
Categories: (Check all that apply) 

 Cake  Cookies  Pies  Candy  Breads & Rolls  Other

Mail To: PO Box 1207 • Sidney, MT 59270

ATTENTION AREA COOKS!
Pull out your tastiest recipes & enter our

"Make It With Sugar" Contest!
Fri, Nov. 5th | Reynolds Market (Shops at Fox Run), 404 N. Central Ave • Sidney, MT

Entries Accepted From 9 - 10am • Cancellation possible due to COVID-19, check Facebook page for updates

ENTER IN ANY OR 
ALL CATEGORIES!

Cake • Cookies • Pies • Candy
Breads & Rolls • Other

Prizes Will Be Given Away For 1st Place In All Categories

PLUS A $100 People’s Choice Award!
ALL Entries Receive a FREE Bag Of Sugar

Over $400 In Prizes!
Recipes must contain at least ½ cup granulated, brown or powdered sugar & be servable in 
tasting portions. Recipe must be included. Winning recipes will be published. Only entries 

in disposable containers will be accepted. Containers will not be returned.

t ½ l t d blddd dd ll it bb && bb

First place Candy winners, Evie and Hannah 

Karren, with their prize from Johnson 

Hardware & Furniture, Sidney.

Sponsored By:
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Montana Horsepower Jackpots 
Scheduled Throughout Oct. Sidney

By Anna Dragseth 
Montana Horsepower is hosting Ranch Hand and Ranch Sorting jackpots 

throughout the month of October. Practice started Sunday, Sept. 26 followed by
jackpots on Oct. 3, 9,17, and 30 (all dates pending weather). The event will take
place in Sidney at 12966 County Rd 353.

Practice is $15 per rider per run and is limited to three practice runs. Jackpots

Ranch hand will do all the sorting; there will be no alternating to gate position. 
Ranch sorting riders will alternate from sorter to gate until all the cattle are sorted. 

No dress code will be implemented. For more information about the jackpots, 

By NDSU Agriculture Communication 
Due to the impacts of widespread drought on forage and hay production in 

North Dakota, most livestock producers are seeking feed resources to get animals 
through the upcoming winter.

The United States Department of Agriculture recently announced that the 

program will be expanding to cover feed transportation costs for those impacted 
by drought. Livestock producers in all North Dakota counties will be eligible.

Additional support for feed transportation is available through the North Dakota 

As feed resources start moving across the state, North Dakota State Univer
sity (NDSU) Extension specialists warn of the potential to spread noxious and 
troublesome weed seeds.

screenings have been linked to infestations in six counties in North Dakota over 

Hay, grain and screenings all can carry noxious and troublesome weed seeds.
“Be sure to look at feed resources you plan to purchase with attention to weed 

seeds, and consider how you will manage the weeds,” says Karl Hoppe, NDSU 
Extension livestock systems specialist at the Carrington Research Extension 
Center (CREC).  “That cheap load of feed might turn out to be the most expensive 

In one case, screenings had been fed to cattle and Palmer amaranth was 

“This serves as a reminder that grain screenings can be a major pathway of 
Palmer amaranth introduction into the state, especially if the screenings originated 
from areas of the country where Palmer amaranth is the most abundant weed,” 
says Joe Ikley, NDSU Extension weed specialist.

minate in unusual locations.
“Where the screenings are unloaded can lead to the start of a weed infesta

tion,” Ikley adds. “These areas proliferate in feed yards that do not have fastidious 
weed control.”

“When feeding livestock in pens, the manure should be contained and com
posted,” says Mary Keena, NDSU Extension livestock environmental management 
specialist also based at the CREC.

When composted correctly and appropriate compost temperatures are attained, 
the weed seeds lose the ability to germinate. Search online for “NDSU composting 
animal manures” for instructions.

If livestock are going to be fed on pasture or hay land, NDSU Extension spe

easily spotted and treated.

bluegrass and smooth brome, the following growing season,” says Miranda Mee
han, NDSU Extension livestock environmental stewardship specialist.

NDSU Extension specialists have several tips on how to manage feed and 
manure that may be contaminated with troublesome and noxious weed seed:

to feeding the screenings to livestock. Feeding whole seeds may perpetuate the 

can escape digestion by cattle.

ed plant such as Palmer amaranth, aggressive grain processing is needed, and 
hammer milling usually is the best. The small black seeds are about 1 millimeter 
in diameter.

For more information about noxious and troublesome weeds or manure man
agement, contact the NDSU Extension agent in your county. Visit https://www.

Be Aware Purchasing Livestock Feed 
Containing Weed Seeds

Take precautions against spreading noxious weeds through transported livestock feed.

Weed seeds in grain screenings (NDSU photo)
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New Richland County 
Fair Manager Focuses  
On Connecting 
Community & County Fair
By Anna Dragseth

As of Sept. 13, 
Pamela Shelmi-
dine-Wipf joined 
the Richland Coun-
ty Fair & Rodeo as 
the new fairgrounds 
manager. With this 
position, she over-
sees the day-to-day 
operation of the 
fairgrounds, includ-
ing regular mainte-
nance and rental of 
the buildings. She 
will also procure the 
entertainment for 
the fair and oversee 
the logistics of Rich-
land County Fair & 
Rodeo.

“Everything has 
been going well. I 
am enjoying getting to know the fair staff and the 4-H staff. I 
look forward to meeting more of the people in the community,” 
stated Wipf. 

Wipf is originally from Jefferson County in upstate New York. 
She is a 10-year veteran of United States Air Force, has three 

Her most recent position was Fair Manager at Jefferson County 
Fair, which is the longest continuously operating county fair in 
United States.

She said, “I have been a county fair manager for many 
years where the position was seasonal, to have the opportunity 
to manage a facility that operates year-round was always on 
my priority list.”

She is looking forward to getting to know Richland County, 

to improve our fairgrounds to make it “the place to be” at any 
time of the year.

The community is key to the success of any county fair. 
She explained that she hopes to continue to nurture the positive 
relationships with community members and businesses that are 
already in place. 

Wipf added, “I want to develop new relationships with local 
groups and businesses to grow an even stronger bond between 
the community and Richland County Fair. I strongly believe the 
fair should support as many local businesses as possible - we 
cannot thrive without each other.”

 Pamela Shelmidine-Wipf
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Save Money with Valley
®
  

Genuine Parts Discounts  
(No Matter What Brands You Own)

You already know that your local Valley® dealer is trained to service 
and troubleshoot Valley Irrigation equipment. But did you know that 
they are trained to service other brands of irrigation equipment, too? 
Valley Certified Off-Season Preventative Maintenance can maintain 
all pivot brands and provide drive train, electrical, control panel and 
sprinkler upgrades. At Valley, we make the best and service the rest.

Save Now With Our Special Offers! 
$70 per Drive Unit 

Add $70 per Drive Unit for Valley Gear Lube 
Add $85 per Corner Arm  

10% discount on all parts used for maintenance check 
(mileage additional)

Williston, ND 
3105 2nd St. W • 701-572-0767

Miles City, MT 
2106 S Haynes Ave • 406-234-2309

Billings, MT 
2639 Belknap Ave • 406-248-4418

Sidney, MT 
1775 S Central Ave • 406-488-8066

Powell, WY 
863 Road 8 • 307-754-7204

Agri Industries Offers 
These Services:

• Valley® Pivot Sales • Installation Services & Parts
• Floating Irrigation Pumps • Installation & Repair
• Electrical • Pipelines • Heating & Cooling
• Water Well Drilling & Well Maintainence • Full Parts Counter
• Plumbing • Trenching • Boring • Directional Drilling

“We Can Do It All! 
No Subs Needed.”

www.agriindustries.com | Licensed in MT, ND & WY

Sidney, MT ............................. 1775 S Central Ave ... 406-488-8066
Billings, MT .............................. 2639 Belknap Ave ... 406-248-4418
Miles City, MT ........................2106 S Haynes Ave ... 406-234-2309
Williston, ND .................................3105 2nd St W ... 701-572-0767
Powell, WY .........................................863 Road 8 ... 307-754-7204
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USDA Expands Assistance To Cover Feed Transportation Costs 
For Drought-Impacted Ranchers

Washington - In response to the severe drought conditions in the West and 
Great Plains, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced its plans to 
help cover the cost of transporting feed for livestock that rely on grazing. USDA is 
updating the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised 
Fish Program (ELAP) to immediately cover feed transportation costs for drought-im-

and tools to help ranchers get ready to apply at their local USDA Service Center 
later this month at fsa.usda.gov/elap.

-
culture producers are experiencing due to drought conditions,” said Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack. “The duration and intensity of current drought conditions 

for months to come. The announcement is to provide relief as ranchers make fall 

-

events or loss conditions as determined by the Secretary of Agriculture.

Drought Monitor;
• Drought intensity is D3 or greater; or
• USDA has determined a shortage of local or regional feed availability.

Under the revised policy for feed transportation cost assistance, eligible ranch-

been incurred in a normal year. Producers qualifying as underserved (socially 

a normal year.

-

cost to transport hay or feed if the producer normally purchases some feed. For 

is applied), but may be adjusted on a state or regional basis.
To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and 

encouraged to maintain good records and retain receipts and related documen-

Additional USDA Drought Assistance

-

streamline and accelerate the adjustment of losses and issuance of indemnity 
payments to crop insurance policyholders in impacted areas and updated policy 

resilience to drought.

in soil, helping producers build resilience to drought. In response to drought this 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program, focused on drought practices.
USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs.

disaster recovery assistance.
More information on this expansion to ELAP is forthcoming. In the meantime, 

more information is available at fsa.usda.gov/elap or by contacting a local USDA 
Service Center.

Denowh & Vitt Elected 
Delegates For American 
Angus Convention

By Anna Dragseth

-

from all across the country.”

a representative at the annual meeting. American Angus Association delegates represent 

For more information about Angus cattle and the American Angus Association, visit its 
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THE EQUIPMENT YOU NEED TO RUN YOUR FARM!

CASE IH TR310B RB565 ROUND BALER SV280 SKID STEER PUMA 185 CVT

NEW HAYING EQUIPMENT
Twinstar G3-7 Rake

NEW MISCELLANEOUS
Danuser Palet Forks - 48”, 4000lb
Danuser Hydraulic Post Hole Digger & Augers
Danuser T3 Hydraulic Post Drivers
Garfield 10’ drag scraper
Danuser Hammer post pounder
Parma 30’ Land Plane

USED LAWN MOWERS
2013 Grasshopper 930D, 72” deck, diesel engine ......$7,900
Grasshopper 321D, 72” deck ...................................$4,500

NEW LAWN MOWERS
Grasshopper 727K, fuel injected, 60” deck

TOUGH EQUIPMENT FOR TOUGH JOBS
New Tractors
Puma 185 CVT
Farmall 40C, Hydrostatic drive, loader

Used Tractors
New Holland 9682, 4600 Hrs, Trelleborg duals, 
weight kit, EZ-steer guidance .........$69,000

2003 Case IH MX255, 
10,600 HRS, as is ........................$29,500

New Skid Steers
Case IH SV280B
Case IH TR310B

Used Skid Steer
2014 Case IH TR270, 666 HRs, cab, air, 
heat ..............................................$45,000

Used Seeding, Tillage, Sprayers
Brandt 5B4000 suspended boom sprayer, 
90’ booms ...................................$19,900

John Deere 2100 inline ripper ...........$3,500

New Haying Equipment
Case IH 2104 Windrower w/16’ disc head
Case IH RB565 Premium

Used Haying Equipment
2009 Case IH RB564, net & twine, 10,500 
bales .............................$18,000 Consigned

2005 Case IH RB562, net & twine, 8,500 
bales ...............................................$8,900

Miscellaneous Used Equipment
Riteway rotary harrow, 60’, good condition, 
consigned ....................................$20,000

2015 Degelman Pro-Till, 40’ ............$89,000


